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as  approving  the  sentiments  or  historical  views  advanced  in  tiiose 
addresses. 

By  order  of  the  Coinmittee  on  IhtJ/Ucatirtn. 


OFFICERS 

OF   THE 

KHODE   ISLAND   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY 

Elected  January  10,  18S2. 


President, 
ZACHARIAII    ALLEN. 

Vice  Presidents, 

WlLLFAIVl    GaMMELL,  FkAXCIS   ]>IIINLKV. 

Secretart/, 
Amos   Perry. 

Treasurer, 
Richmond   P.    Everett. 

STANDING     C03IMITTEE8. 

On   JSioininations, 
Albert  Y.  Jeiiks,  AVilliam  Staples, 

AY.  ]\laxwell  Greene. 

On  Lectures, 
Amos  Perry,  Dr.  Charles  ^^^   Parsons, 

William  Gammell. 


KHODE    I8LAXD    IITSTOIilCAL    SOCIKTV. 

Buildlnfj  and    Groiinds, 
Isaac  II.   Soutliwick,  Henry  J.  Steere, 

Koyal  C.  Taft. 

On  the   Llhraru^ 
Sidney  S.  Ivicler,  Horatio  Rogei'j:, 

Thomas  Duifee. 

Oil  l^LdjUcafions, 
Dr.   Charles  W.  Parsons,         John  II.   Stincss, 
Alexander  Farnuni. 

On   Geaecdo'jiccd  Tir^sea relies, 
Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner,  AVillitiin  A.  ^Nlowry 

Beiuiett  J.  ]Munro. 

jiudit   Coiniiiiflee, 
Henry  T.  Beckwith,  John  P.  AValker, 


Lewis  J.  Clu 


ice 


Procurafni',^^ 

For  Newport ,  George  C.  Mason, 

Bristol,  William  J.   [Miller, 

AVoonsockct,  Krastus  Pichard-on, 

Hopkinton,  George  H.   ()lney, 

Scituate,  Dr.   Charles  H.  Pisher, 

Pawtiicket,  P'cv.  Emery  H.   Porter, 

North  Kinnston,  David  S.   Baker,  dr. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF   THE 

IIHODE  ISLAND   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

1881-82. 


At  a  mcetinn'  held  January  27,  1881,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  authorizing  the  printing  of  the  Proceedings  for  the 
past  year,  and  appropriation  was  made  for  the  cost  of  tlic 
work.  The  Library  Committee  Avere  charged  with  its 
execution. 

A  paper  was  read  by  ]\Ir.  William  S.  Liscomb  on  the 
Loss  and  Eecovery  of  the  Writings  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
Authors. 

At  a  meeting  held  February  8,  Professor  AVilliam  Gammcll 
made  touchino-  mention  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Society,  Professor  J.  Lewis  Diman. 

Following  these  remarks,  Professor  Gannnell  read  a  paper 
on  the  iMonroe  Doctrine,  its  Origin  and  History. 

At  a  meeting  held  February  22,  a  paper  was  read  by 
Hon.  Kowland  Hazard,  on  the  Credit  ^lobilier  of  America. 

At  a  meeting  held  ]\ larch  8,  a  paper  was  read  l)y  Mr. 
William  P.  Shefiield,  Jr.,  on  the  Xarragansctt  Sachems. 

At  a  meeting  held  ^larch  22,  a  j)ai>er  was  read  by  Dr. 
Charles   ^Y.    Parsons,    on    the     ^Medical    School    formerly 
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existing-  in  Brown  University,  its  Professors  and  its  Grad- 
uates. 

At  a  meeting  held  A[)ril  2,  a  j)aper  was  i-ead  by  Professor 
Moses  Coit  Tyler,  on  the  Traits  of  American  JJterature 
during  the  period  of  tlie  Pevohition. 

Quarterly  meeting,  April  5.  A  report  was  presented  hy 
the  Library  Committee  of  its  labors  during  the  pa.'-t  quarter. 
Appropriations  'were  made  for  the  purchase  of  a  file  of  the 
Providance  Daily  Joarmd,  185()-18(S0,  for  binding  the  same, 
and  for  the  purchase  of  a  furnace  for  heating  the  building. 
The  following  gentlemen  Avere  elected  Pesident  members: 
Pev.  Comfort  Edwin  Barrows,  of  Newport  ;  Pobert  S. 
Andrews,  of  Bristol;  Dr.  John  J.  DeWolf,  of  l^ovidcncc  ; 
and  Nathan  F.  Dixon,  Jr.,  of  Westerly.  Professor  AVilliam 
Gammell  presented  the  following  minute  concerning  the 
death  of  Professor  J.  Lewis  Diman  : — 

MINUTE. 

Jekemiaii  Lewis  Diman,  D.  D.,  died  at  his  residence  in 
Providence,  February  3,  1881,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years  and  nine  months.  A  native  of  l>ri>tol,  a  graduate 
of  Brown  University  in  the  class  of  18.')  1,  he  studied 
theology  at  Andover,  ]\biss.,  and  was  settled  as  a  clergyman 
in  Fall  Piver,  ]\lass.,  and  also  in  Brookline,  Mass.  In  18(U 
he  came  to  reside  in  Providence  as  Professor  of  History  and 
Political  I'k'onomy  in  Brown  University,  and  here  he  \\qv- 
formcd  the  most  conspicuous  services  of  his  life.  lie  was 
elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  181)0,  and  has  made 
frequent  contributions  to  its  literary  exercises.  As  a  teacher 
of  history,  and  a  scholar  of  large  and  varied  attainments, 
he  rose  to  a  position  and  acquired  a  renown  which  rotlected 
distinguished  honor  not  only  on  the  University  in  which  he 
was  a  Professor,  but  also  on  the  City  and  State,  in  both  of 
which  he  was  regarded  as  a  favorite  citizen. 
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It  mny  be  truly  said  of  Professor  Diman  that  he  did  more 
tlian  any  other  member  of  tliis  Society  has  ever  done  to 
promote  a  taste  for  historical  studies,  and  to  encourage 
others  to  pursue  them.  He  did  this  not  only  as  the  occupant 
of  the  Jicademic  chair,  which  he  so  worthily  fdled,  but  hy 
the  readiness  and  success  with  -which,  through  many  years, 
he  gave  lectures  at  the  Friends'  School  in  this  city,  at  the 
State  Normal  School,  and  to  several  private  classes  which 
were  formed  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  the  study  of  history 
under  his  guidance.  He  also  edited  with  annotations  several 
volumes,  and  delivered  addresses  of  singuhir  eloquence  and 
eflect,  on  several  anniversaries  connected  with  the  annals 
of  Ivliode  Island.  A  graceful  writer,  an  eloquent  public 
speaker,  a  persuasive  minister  of  religion,  an  accomplislied 
and  beloved  professor,  lie  has  been  removed  from  life  just 
as  he  was  beginning  to  bear  the  ripened  fruits  of  his  gifted 
intellect,  his  diversified  culture,  and  his  manly  and  well- 
rounded  character.  His  early  death  has  bi'ought  bereave- 
ment and  sorrow  to  every  institution  with  whicli  lie  was 
connected,- and  to  every  social  circle  in  wdiich  he  moved. 

At  a  meeting  April  19,  a  paper  was  read  by  the  President. 
Zachariah  Allen,  on  the  Suffrage  ^lovement  of  1812  in 
Eh  ode  Island. 

.  At  a  meeting  May  3,  a  paper  was  read  by  the  Pev.  J.  C. 
Stockbridge,  D.  D.,  on  the  Peception  in  England  of  tlie 
News  of  the  Surrender  of  Cornwallis. 

Quarterly  meeting,  July  o.  The  Library  Committee 
presented  a  report  of  their  doings  during  the  past  quarter. 

A  portrait  of  our  late  President  Samuel  G.  Arnold  was 
presented  by  ]Mrs.  Louisa  G.  Arnold. 

■  A  poi'trait  of  Thomas  F.  Carpenter  was  presented  by 
sundry  members  whose  names  appear  in  a  subsequent  por- 
tion of  these  Proceedinirs. 

A  portrait  of  John  H.  ^Mason  was  presented  by  ]Mrs. 
AVilliam  F.  Fales. 
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■  A  marble  bust  of  John  B.  H.  Leonard  was  presented  by 
William  M.  Bailey. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  l^esident  members  : 
Messrs.  George  AY.  Danielson,  Jose})h  A.  Shaw,  Tliomas  A. 
Richardson,  Jr.,  Frederick  ^L  Sackett,  Joseph  C.  Jolinson, 
Daniel  Day,  and  Charles  Bradley,  all  of  Providence  ;  and 
James  X.  Arnold,  of  North  Kingston.  The  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted : — 7iV,s-o/re^7,  That  no  person  be  hereafter 
elected  a  Eesident  mem1)er  of  this  society  excej^t  upon  a 
written  or  printed  application  signed  In'  the  candidate  and 
recommended  by  a  member  of  the  society.  Blank  api)Iica- 
tions  were  ordered,  and  the  Committee  on  Xominations 
directed  to  carry  the  resolution  into  eifect. 

An  informal  conversation  was  held  concerning  the  publi- 
cation of  a  volume  of  collections.  Horatio  Roirers  was 
elected  to  the  place  on  the  Committee  on  Publications  made 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Professor  J.  L.  Diman.  A  resolution 
was  adopted  directing  certain  internal  improvements,  and  a 
joint  special  committee  was  elected,  consisting  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Buildin2:  and  Grounds  and  the  Librarv  Committee. 
to  carry  out  the  plan.  The  report  of  this  joint  committee 
appears  in  full  in  these  Proceedings. 

Quarterly  meeting,  October  4.  The  bequest  of  Mr. 
Joseph  J.  Cooke,  to  the  Society,  of  live  thousand  dollars 
in  books  to  be  purchased  at  the  sale  of  ]\Ir.  Cooke's  li1)rary. 
was  announced.  The  Library  Committee  and  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  made  report ^ 
of  their  doings.  A  painting  of  a  portion  of  Providence 
contained  in  the  certiticate  of  membership  of  John  U}Hlike 
in  the  Providence  ]\birine  Society,  was  presented.  It  is 
described  in  the  report  of  the  Library  Conunittec.  The 
followinir  irentlemen  were  elected  Eesident  members  :  ]\ev. 
A.  J.  F.  Behrends,  Pev.  James  G.  Vose,  John  IL  Mason, 
Francis  W.  Miner,  and  Oliver  S.  Cressy,  all  of  Providence  : 
Daniel  IL  Greene,  of  Fast  Greenwich  ;  David  S.  Baker,  Jr., 
of  North  Kingston  ;  and  William  G.  Poelker,  of  AVarwick. 
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A  resolution,  oflcred  by  Sidney  S.  Rider,  was  adopted, 
urgingthe  importance  of  interesting  the  inhabitants  of  towns 
to  erect  suitable  Historic  Landmarks  in  certain  localities, 
to  perpetuate  the  history  in  connection  with  the  locality. 
Several  such  places  were  indicated,  particularly  the  place  of 
burial  of  the  forty  dead  who  were  brought  from  tlie  bloody 
field  of  the  Great  Swamp  tigiit  and  buried  at  Cawcinn- 
squisick,  now  the  village  of  Wickford.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  in*gc  the  execution  of  the  project. 

At  a  meeting  Nov.  15,  a  paper  was  read  by  Claudius  B. 
Farnsworth,  Esq.,  of  the  Burial  Grounds  of  Bhode  Island, 
and  their  legal  status  and  probable  permanence. 

At  a  meeting  November  21),  a  paper  Avas  read  by  Abra- 
ham Payne,  Esq.,  on  the  Separatists  of  Windham  County, 
Connecticut. 

At  a  meeting  December  12,  a  paper  was  read  by  the 
president,  Zachariah  .Vllen,  on  the  Advent  and  Dispersion 
of  the  Huguenot  Settlers  in  Ilhode  Island. 

At  a  meeting  December  20,  a  paper  was  read  by  Henry 
C.  Dorr,  Esq.,  on  the  Hindrances  to  the  Eai'ly  Growth  and 
Development  of  the  Town  of  Providence. 

The  sixteenth  annual  meeting,  January  10,  1882.  The 
usual  annual  reports  were  presented,  and  will  be  found  in 
other  parts  of  these  Proceedings.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  Corresponding  members:  I\ev.  Carlton  A. 
Staples,  of  Lexington,  Mass;  Kev.  Leander  C.  ^lanchcster, 
Lowell,  Mass.  ;  John  F.  Miller,  Washington,  D.  C. 

A  portrait  of  the  late  President,  Albert  Gorton  Greene, 
was  presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  G.  East- 
man, of  Concord,  N.  H. 

A  portrait  of  Ciipt.  Thomas  Cole  was  presented  by  ]\Irs. 
James  E.  Cranston. 

A  portrait  of  Dr.  Lewis  L.  Miller  was  presented  by 
Albert  Y.  Jenks. 

The  Joint  Committee  onlntcrnallmprovcments  presented 
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a  report  of  the  operations,  and  received  the  thanks  of  the 
Society. 

A  resolution  to  print  the  Proceedings,  and  niakinir  an 
appropriation  tlicrefor  was  passed,  and  the  Committee  on 
Publications  charo-ed  with  its  execution. 

A  proposition  to  amend  the  Constitution  for  the  pur])ose 
of  increasing  the  amount  of  the  annual  tax  Avas  introduced. 
It  was  to  the  eflect  that  each  resident  member  shall,  on  his 
admission,  pay  an  admission  fee  of  ten  dollars,  and  there- 
after such  tax  or  taxes  as  the  Society  may  im})()se,  not 
exceedino'  five  dollars  in  anv  one  year. 

A  resolution  was  introduced  to  have  the  Cabinet  closed  on 
Saturday  afternoons.  It  was  referred  to  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. 

The  list  of  Donors  to  the  Societ}^  appears  in  another  part 
of  these  Proceedings,  and  in  the  report  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee more  or  less  detail  is  given  to  these  matters.  Aside 
from  these,  it  may  not  be  im})roper  to  note  the  fact  an- 
nounced at  this  meeting  of  the  gift  of  valuable  books  by 
Samuel  M.  Noyes,  Esq. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  resident  members  : 
David  W.  Iloyt,  Rev.  William  F.  B.  Jack.M^n,  Alexander 
Farnum  and  Oliver  B.  Munroe,  all  of  Providence. 

The  Society  elected  its  officers  for  the  year  ensuing ;  the 
result  appears  in  another  portion  of  these  Proceedings. 
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ADDPvESS   OF  THE   PRESIDENT. 


The  close  of  anotlicr  year  has  matured  a  fresh  harvest  of 
historical  events  for  us  to  gatlier  and  bind  into  sheaves  to  be 
garnered  here.  Our  duties  are  so  quiet  and  secluded,  that 
the  busy  population  around  us  are  scarcely  aware  that  their 
words  and  actions  are  subjected  to  vioijant  notice  and  re- 
corded for  future  generations.  Keporters  for  journals  hover 
around  to  note  daily  incidents  as  they  occur,  and  even  the 
sunbeams,  with  photographic  fidelity,  record  a  smile  or  a 
tear;  while  the  telegraj)h  and  steam  power  swiftly  tran>fer 
a  knowledge  of  passing  events  throughout  the  world,  to 
excite  hiunan  sympathies. 

With  the  improved  facilities  for  diffusing  knowledge  of 
passing  events,  and  the  rapid  accumulation  of  the  records  of 
them,  our  liistoric  labors  become  greater  every  year.  After 
providing  a  repository  for  collections  of  mamiscripts  and 
books,  next  follows  the  task  of  arraneinii*  them  in  classiticd 
order  and  of  cataloguing  them  for  facility  of  reference. 
Then  comes  a  necessity  for  keeping  the  rooms  open  daily, 
and  of  providino'  an  intelliijent  custodian.  This  has  been 
rendered  more  indispensable  by  the  increased  interest  in 
ojenealoii-ical  researches  into  familv  relationshii)s. 

To  meet  these  increasin<][-  demands  a  sulndi virion  of  the 
labors  of  our  Society  into  several  departments  has  been 
required,  each  with  a  special  duty  to  be  performed,  and  each 
charged  with  the  responsibilty  of  making  a  rej^ort  annually 
of  their  labors  and  success. 

It  is  tlie  special  duty  of  the  presiding  officer,  in  an  annual 
address,  to  give  a  sunnnary  of  the  proeccdings  of  the 
Society;  of  the  work  they  have  done:  of  the  success  that 
has  rewarded  their  labors;  and  of  the  ditlicullies  that  are 
still  to  be  overcome. 
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The  increase  of  the  numhcr  of  mem])ers  of  the  Society  is 
an  evidence  of  the  increased  interest  in  historical  invesli;rji- 
.tions.  During  the  past  year  forty  new  members  have  hoon 
admitted  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee, and  have  duly  qualified  themselves  by  payment  of 
the  usual  admission  fees. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  exhibits  the  present 
financial  condition  of  the  Societ}'.  An  extraordinar\'  in- 
crease of  receipts  from  the  admission  of  new  members  has 
somewhat  improved  the  income  ;  but  tlie  continual  demand 
for  greater  expenditures  to  meet  new  wants  presses  upon  us. 
More  especially  is  there  a  necessity  for  o1)taining  more  room 
for  the  rapidly  increasing  pamphlets  and  volumes  that  alread}' 
fill  the  shelves.  ]More  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  i>onderous 
volumes  of  newspapers  are  piled  away  in  thegallery,andare  not 
readily  available  for  reference.  The  recent  acquisitions  of 
mimerous  valuable  portraits  of  distinguished  citizens  have 
entirely  covered  the  vacant  spaces  on  the  walls.  'Jliese  i)re- 
monitions  warn  us  that  for  the  success  of  our  labors  in- 
creased accommodations  are  required,  either  by  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  present  building,  or  preferably  by  the  erection 
of  a  new  and  spacious  ediiice,  adapted  for  the  future  accunui- 
lations  of  historic  treasures.  May  we  not  hope  that  some 
munificent  individual  may  construct  a  suitable  cabinet  and 
lecture  room  as  a  meniorhil  Judl  to  ])eri)ctu:ite  the  remem- 
brance of  a  departed  friend,  like  the  adjacent  college 
memorial  hall? 

For  establishino:  a  Portrait  Gallerv  of  Khode  I>land  i>eo- 
pie,  what  more  appropriate  place  and  custody  can  there  be 
than  a  well  arranged  historical  Cabinet,  under  the  custody  of 
officers  specially  appointed  for  preserving  them  with  the 
records  of  the  State,  and  with  free  access  in  all  future  time  ! 
The  Portrait  Department  has  been  recently  enlarged  exten- 
sively by  accessions  of  i)hotographic  i)ictures  and  engraved 
portraits  of  numerous  Khode  Islanders  and  of  others,  which- 
certainly  constitute  the  most  attractive  and  interesting  ol>- 
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jects  in  onr  Cabinet.  Tliei-e  is  a  natural  desire  to  sec  how 
'our  ancestors  looked,  as  well  as  to  read  their  thoughts  and 
actions.  More  especially  is  this  interest  lelt  on  beholding 
the  most  beautiful  of  nature's  Avorks  in  the  charms  of  our 
female  ancestors.  I  am  tempted  here  to  repeat  the  sugges- 
tions in  the  last  annual  address  for  awakening  increased 
interest  in  this  subject.  To  preserve  vivid  memorials  of 
existing  members  of  society,  and  "to  catch  the  living  man- 
ners as  the}'  rise,"  it  is  specialh'  desirable  to  include  in  our 
Cabinet  the  portraits  of  the  estimal)le  women  who  adorn  and 
grace  modern  social  life.  To  accomplish  this  purpose  the 
King  of  Bavaria  has  collected  in  a  national  gallery  the  por- 
traits of  the  most  beautiful  women  of  the  kinirdom.  This 
gallery  has  taken  precedence  of  all  the  other  picture  galleries 
for  admiration  and  interest.  Inspired  with -emulative  zeal, 
our  great  showman,  Mr.  Barnum,  has  recently  proi)osed  to 
pay  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  a  portrait  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful woman  in  America.  The  handsomest  man  he  estimates 
at  less  than  half  price  for  exhibition  to  an  admiring  world. 

By  preserving  family  portraits  in  our  historical  Cabinet, 
instead  of  keeping  them  secluded  in  private  parlors,  numer- 
ous descendants  in  after  times  may  have  free  access  to  view 
them  and  contemplate  the  charms  of  their  grandmothers  here 
historically  perpetuated. 

By  keeping  the  rooms  open  daily,  improved  facilities  are 
now  offered  for  pursuing  historical  and  genealogical  re- 
searches. Nearly  a  thousand  names  of  ditl'erent  visitors  are 
inscribed  on  the  register  in  the  Cabinet.  People  from  all 
parts  of  the  State  now  have  free  access  tor  examining  the 
State  documents  and  papers  deposited  here. 

For  keeping  the  rocmis  open  daily,  and  for  binding  and 
otherwise  arranging  the  pai)ers,  the  aid  of  the  animal  appro- 
priation from  the  State  of  five  hundred  dollars  is  aj)i)lied. 

IMcmbers  of  the  legal  profession  often  come  hero  to  con- 
sult liles  of  newspapers  for  veritications  of  facts  and  dates 
here  preserved  from  their  iirst  publication.     A  lack  of  funds 
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has  prevented  more  extensive  usefulness  in  purclinsinir  his- 
torical cyelopiXBclias  and  works  on  local  histories. 

The  department  of  libode  Island  liistoi'v  has  received 
special  attention  from  the  Library  Connnittee,  and  now  con- 
tains many  puldications  I'elating  to  this  State,  and  as  far  as 
available,  the  "svorks  published  or  written  by  natives  nf  the 
State.  To  encourage  fresh  zeal  in  historical  researches,  it 
may  be  well  to  notice  the  increased  attention  to  historical 
pul)lications  in  adjacent  States.  In  Maine  the  Historical 
Society  has  enlarged  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness  In'  e.-tal)- 
lishing  special  committees  in  each  county  of  the  State  for 
collecting  local  statistics.  A  new  Historical  Society  has 
been  instituted  at  Fredcricton,  in  Xew  Brunswick,  and 
another  at  Charlottetown,  in  Prince  Edward's  Ishmd. 

While  our  collections  of  historical  papers  and  pamphlets 
have  been  gradually  increasing,  and  much  hdjor  has  ])ecn 
bestowed  in  arranging  and  cataloguing  them,  there  a})pears 
to  have  been  a  decline  in  the  elliciency  of  the  Society  in 
publishing  valuable  and  interesting  papers  during  the  past 
sixteen  years,  since  the  printing  of  vohuno  vi.  of  the  IMiode 
Island  Historical  Collections.  Tlie  Library  Connnittee  have 
seen  lit  to  permit  extracts  from  the  Foster  Collection  of 
Papers  to  be  published  by  others.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lications recommended  last  year  the  publication  of  selected 
papers  relating  to  the  times  of  Governor  Cranston,  and  also 
selections  from  the  diary  of  Ezra  Stiles,  to  constitute  vol- 
ume vii.  of  our  collections. 

The  functions  of  the  Publishing  Connnittee  are  regarded 
as  a  most  important  duty  for  gleaning  and  presenting  to  the 
public  historic  events  worthy  of  preservation.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  gratifying  to  recognize  the  zeal  and  etlicient 
labors  of  one  of  the  members  of  our  vSociety,  Mr.  Sidney 
S.  Pider,  who  has  collected  the  details  of  various  historical 
events  and  printed  them  in  several  volumes  denoted  "Phode 
Island  Historical  Tracts."  While  noticing  how  nmch  an 
individual    member   has    accomplished,   Ave   feel    tluu    more 
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might   have   ])eon  accompli.shed  by  the  united  hil^ors  of  all 
our  nienibers  within  the 'period  of  the  jiast  sixteen  3'ear.s. 

During  the  la^t  3'ear  there  have  l>een  twelve  meetings  of 
the  Ivhcxle  Island  Historical  Societv  for  hearinir  ])Uf)lic 
addresses,  and  also  four  business  quarterly  meetings.  The 
discussions  of  the  subjects  presented  to  the  members,  after 
the  reading  of  the  papers,  have  proved  instructive  and  in- 
teresting. Were  meetings  sometimes  held  for  debating 
popular  historical  events  or  questions,  they  might  prove 
instructive. 

In  closing  the  review  of  events  of  tlie  past  year,  we  can- 
not fail  to  remember  our  associates  who  have  passed  away. 
A  darkness  seemed  to  shroud  us  for  a  time  on  the  sudden 
withdrawal  of  a  luminary  of  historic  science,  J.  Lewis  Diman, 
professor  of  histor}'.  The  greatness  of  our  loss  has  been 
impressed  on  our  minds  by  the  eulogies  of  his  useful  labors. 
Our  progress  has  often  been  aided  hy  his  advice  and  assist- 
ance, and  cheered  on  by  his  pleasant  smiles.  An  eminent 
hero  of  national  history.  General  Burnside,  has  been  with- 
drawn from  our  circle.  After  tilling  the  measure  of  martial 
fame,  numerous  eulogies  and  State  honors  have  consecrated 
his  sudden  death  with  all  the  tributes  that  a  mourning  people 
could  bestow  on  a  favorite  warrior  and  statesman.  Another 
warm  friend  of  the  Ixhode  Island  Historical  Society  was 
Avithdrawn  on  the  demise  of  Mr.  Arba  B.  Dike.  A  recently 
admitted  member,  Mr.  Eobert  S.  Andrews,  is  also  gone 
from  us,  with  fresh  expressions  of  promised  future  useful- 
ness on  his  lips.  Mr.  Joseph  J.  Cooke,  another  deceased 
member,  has  not  forgotten  the  interests  of  our  Society,  by 
a  legacy  of  books  from  his  valuable  library.  These  may  here- 
after be  available  as  a  residuary  donation.  Our  sympathy 
is  excited  by  the  sudden  accidental  death  of  another  bene- 
factor, ^Ir.  C.  Fiske  Harris,  in  the  cold  waters  of  a  northern 
lake.  While  the  departure  of  these  associates  deprive  us  of 
their  further  assistance,  we  are  thereby  urged  to  increased 
activity  in  aceonqdishing  the  work  here  set  before  us,  eVr  we 
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are  also  called  hence  to  be  no  more  seen.  Our  combine^] 
labors  \yiU  leave  memorials  of  useful  senices  in  collecting 
and  arranging  in  clas.-ified  order  valuable  pa]x?i-s  and  hi.>toric 
works,  and  memorials  of  men  of  ancient  times.  For  thus 
treasuring  up  historic  lore  for  the  benefit  of  posterity,  they 
will  remember  us  for  the  work  we  have  done,  as  we  remem- 
ber the  work  done  b}'  our  ancestors. 

The  recent  celebration  of  the  centennial  of  the  achieve- 
ment of  our  forefathers  in  capturing  the  British  army  at 
Yorktown,  and  the  reception  of  the  descendants  of  the 
French  allies  who  joined  with  them  to  aid  in  obtaining  our 
national  independence,  was  a  pleasant  demonsti-ation  of  the 
grateful  remembrance  of  sympathetic  friendship.  The 
memory  of  the  services  in  our  cause  of  Baron  von  Steuben 
was  also  revived ;  but  the  invitation  of  Germans  who  were 
not  his  descendants  was  deemed  hy  our  French  guests  some- 
what inapjjropriate,  while  remembering  that  the  mercenary 
German  soldiers  were  our  foes  in  the  held,  and  constituted 
nearly  half  of  the  British  army,  and  mainly  contributed  to 
prolong  the  struggle  for  seven  perilous  years.  But  magnani- 
mously forgetful  of  ancient  animosities  or  ignorant  of  historic 
facts,  they  were  cordially  received  as  honored  guests  by  the 
present  generation  of  tlie  American  people,  who  forgivingly 
raised  and  honored  the  British  liag  on  the  very  tield  at  York- 
town,  where  it  was  stricken  down  by  their  forefathers  and 
their  French  allies.  AVith  a  similar  generous  imi)ulse  our 
Providence  people  once  honored  an  old  Hessian  soldier  by 
exalting:  him  to  a  seat  in  a  barouche  amonir  the  revolutionary 
heroes  in  a  procession  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  because  he 
deserted,  after  being  captured  in  tighting  against  us,  and 
enlisted  in  the  American  army. 

In  closing  this  brief  notice  of  historic  events  and  labors, 
we  realize  how  little  has  yet  been  done  in  analyzing  and 
truthfully  describing  the  early  history  of  New  England  in 
connection  with  the  treatment  of  the  lirst  settlers  of  the 
colony   of  lihode  Island.      The   histories  of  New   England 
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have  all  been  written  by  descendants  of  tlie  Puritans,  who 
persecnted  non-conformists  to  tlieir  peculiar  ecclesiastical 
and  civil  form  of  colonial  government.  Only  one  side  of 
the  New  England  controversies  has  been  hitherto  set  forth. 
It  remains  for  us,  as  members  of  the  lihode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society,  to  bring  forward  and  duly  explain  the  principles 
of  religious  and  civil  liberty,  which  were  originally  adopted 
and  established  by  our  forefathers  in  opposition  to  the 
barbarous  and  tyrannical  systems  of  social  go\'ernment  prac- 
tised in  ancient  times. 

It  has  never  been  dul}^  explained  why  the  colony  settled 
by  the  persecuted  people  of  Massachusetts  ])eyond  the  bor- 
ders of  their  jurisdiction  in  Ehode  Island,  should  have  been 
continually  su])jected  to  hostile  aggressions  from  the  four 
other  colonial  corporations  of  New  Englnnd  ;  and  why  they 
combined  to  form  the  confederacy,  long  denoted  "  The  Four 
United  Colonies  of  New  England,"  with  the  special  exclu- 
sion of  the  single  little  colony  of  Ehodc  Island,  as  a  lone 
star  in  the  constellation  of  the  five  New  England  Colonies. 

The  common  answer  given  to  this  question  as  to  the  cause 
of  this  hostility  has  been  a  difference  of  religious  opinions. 
A  more  strict  and  careful  investio'ation  will  show  that  the 
worldly  interests  of  the  directors  of  the  Joint  Stock  Corpo- 
ration of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Company  influenced  their 
.actions;  for  the  founder  of  Ehode  Island  was  indicted, 
tried,  and  condemned  to  banishment  for  denying  the  right 
of  magistrates  in  the  Bay  Company  to  take  the  lands  of  the 
Indians  without  compensating  the  owners.  This  doctrine 
of  christian  justice  was  directly  subversive  of  tlie  pecuniary 
interests  of  the  Corjx)ration  under  the  royal  charter,  which 
was  deemed  to  be  a  free  grant  of  all  the  lands  in  America 
inchided  within  their  charter  bounds,  for  constituting  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Compan\',  to  be  divided  as  shares  of 
profits.  The  maritime  adventurers  had  no  other  capital 
stock  than  the  value  of  the  lands,  and  the  christian  doctrine 
of  justice  to  the  natives,  preached  by  Williams,  would  l)e 
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entirely  subversive  of  their  pecunitiiy  interests,  if  they  were 
to  pay  for  the' Indian  lands. 

In  an  historical  address,  John  Quiney  Adams  affirmed 
that  this  doctrine,  i)reached  by  Koger  AViHiams,  was  treason 
to  the  colony,  and  a  justification  for  his  banishment. 

To  sustain  their  right  to  seize  the  Indians,  J;he  Joint  Stock 
Corporation  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Con]])any  found  it 
profitable  to  adopt  the  Jewish  Scriptural  laws,  which  en- 
joined the  extermination  of  the  heathen  as  of  "  the  cursed 
race  of  Ham."  For  den3'ing  this  doctrine,  as  opi)osed  to 
the  precepts  of  christian  justice,  peace,  and  good  will  to 
men,  Williams  was  also  accused  of  bhisphemy  by  the  minis- 
ters, who  undertook  the  duty  of  Judges  under  the  Jewish 
laws,  to  be  executed  by  civil  magistrates,  and  thus  combined 
the  powers  of  Church  and  State.  For  this  improvement 
they  assumed  superior  purity  in  religion  and  the  descriptive 
title  of  "  Puritans." 

The  true  character  of  the  Puritan  settlers  of  Xew  England 
is  described  in  the  History  of  the  United  States  by  !Mr. 
George  Bancroft,  in  the  following  words  : — 

**  The  maritime  adventurers  of  those  early  days,  joining 
the  principles  of  bigots  with  the  boldness  of  heroes  and 
pirates,  considered  the  wealth  of  the  countries  they  might 
conquer  as  their  lawful  plunder;  and  the  inhabitants,  if 
christians,  their  subjects — if  infidels,  their  slaves." 

In  accordance  with  these  princi[)les,  the  early  Puritan 
settlers  of  Xew  Eniiland  considered  all  non-conformi^ts  in 
religious  and  civil  principles  of  government  to  be  inlidels, 
and,  if  christians,  their  subjects — if  infidels,  their  slaves. 

'Mi\  Bancroft  truly  describes  the  maritime  adventurers 
who  obtained  royal  charters  ''to  sail  over  the  seas  and  take 
possession  of  any  lands  not  occupied  by  christian  pei^ide," 
to  use  the  words  contained  in  the  original  royal  charters,  to 
be  joint  stock  cori)()rations,  on  a  par  with  modern  corpora- 
tions formed  for  gaining  protits.  lie  says:  "Experience 
shows  that  corporations,  whether  connnercial  or  proprietary. 
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are  the  worst  sovereigns.  Gain  being  their  o})ject,  corporate 
ambition  is  deaf  to  mercy  and  insensible  to  sliame."  'J  liey 
sliowed  no  mercy  to  the  natives  of  America,  and  no  shame 
in  rob1)in£>"  them  of  food  and  of  their  kmds  ;  as  the  Pili>Tims 
did,  on  their  first  encoanter  with  them — as  described  by  a 
writer — "after  their  arrival,  they  thankfully  fell  on  their 
knees,  and  then  fell  upon  the  aborigines." 

For  early  taking  up  the  christian  doctrine  of  justice  to 
the  natives,  li02,'er  AVilliams  states,  "  Mv  soul's  desire  was  to 
do  good  to  them."  In  denying  the  right  of  European  kings 
to  take  possession  of  America,  Williams  appears  to  have 
originated  the  present  Monroe  doctrine. 

After  experiencing  the  evils  of  the  Puritan  system  of 
combining  the  power  of  Church  and  State,  Williams  resolved 
to  fonnd  a  new  colony  on  the  basis  of  the  entire  separation 
of  the  power  of  ecclesiastics  from  the  civil  power.  Finding 
it  impossible  to  reform  the  Puritan  colonists  to  practice  the 
christian  principles  of  justice  toward  the  benighted  natives, 
he  imdertook  to  establish  these  principles  by  founding  a  new 
colony.  To  obtain  means  for  paying  for  their  lands,  he 
mortgaged  his  house  in  Salem,  negotiated  with  his  friend 
Massasoit,  and  enlisted  emigrants  to  accompany  him.  The 
directors  of  the  Bay  Company  being  desirous  of  getting  the 
Indian  lands,  and,  as  stated  by  Winthrop,  learning  his  inten- 
tions, at  once  determined  to  frustrate  his  design  b}'  sending 
him  back  to  England  in  a  vessel  then  read}'  to  sail ;  as  they 
previously  had  sent  back  two  brothers,  Brown,  for  non- 
conformit}^  with  their  religious  and  civil  forms  of  govern- 
ment. Williams  was  indicted  for  "  denying  the  authority 
of  the  magistrates,"  and  condemned  to  banishment,  lie  tied 
in  midwinter  to  the  hospitable  ^lassasoit,  and  commenced  a 
settlement  in  the  spring,  which  he  named  Providence. 
Others  followed  him.  In  lC)Ai  he  obtained  a  royal  charter 
containing  the  express  condition  of  paying  for  the  planta- 
tions to  the  satisfaction  of  the  natives,  and  of  allowing 
perfect  freedom  in  all  religious  concernments. 
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These  principles  were  subversive  not  only  of  tlie  proposed 
profits  of  the  Bay  State  Company,  -wliose  ca[)ital,  as  they 
construed  their  charter,  consisted  of  the  lands  included  in 
their  boundaries,  but  were  also  subversive  of  the  ruling 
power  of  the  ministers,  who  really  controlled  the  govern- 
ment. 

To  suppress  and  exterminate  such  a  revolutionary  colony, 
the  surrounding  colonies  of  Massachusetts,  Plyinouth,  Hart- 
ford and  Xew  Haven  formed  a  coalition  under  the  title  of 
"the  Four  United  Colonies  of  Xew  England,"  with  s})ecial 
exclusion  of  Williams's  new  colony,  and  prohibition  of  inter- 
course. Williams  was  obliged  to  go  to  England  by  the  way 
of  the  Dutch  colony  in  New  York,  to  get  his  royal  charter ; 
and  his  colonists  to  go  to  the  spaiie  foreign  colony  to  obtain 
the  necessaries  of  life,  including  arms  for  self-defence. 

From  the  iirst  settlement  of  Khode  Island,  the  other 
colonies  manifested  unrelenting  hostility,  and  made  frequent 
attempts  to  seize  the  Indian  lands  within  its  jurisdiction. 
The  colony  was  saved  only  by  the  paramount  power  and 
protection  of  the  home  government.  It  appears  that  the 
lone  colony  sought  at  one  time  protection  from  the  sister 
colonies,  and  prevailed  on  the  colonial  corporations  of  Hart- 
ford and  Xew  Haven  'to  join  with  them  in  a  letter  to  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Company,  asking  them  to  conciliate  the 
natives  by  kind  treatment,  instead  of  considering  them  *'  as 
the  cursed  race  of  Ham,  to  be  rooted  out.''  AVinthrop 
records  that  an  answer  to  this  letter  was  refused,  ''])ccause 
they  would  hold  no  intercourse  with  the  Bhode  Islanders.'' 
In  commenting  on  this  conduct.  Judge  v'^avage,  an  eminent 
historian  of  ^Massachusetts,  made  the  following  remarks : 
"This  is  the  most  exalted  trium])h  of  bigotry;  for  Papists, 
Jews,  Turks  and  Atheists  are  admitted  as  good  parties  to 
civil  contracts,  but  non-conforming  Protestant  brethren,  of 
unimpeachable  piety,  are  excluded  for  ditfering  from  us  in 
unimportant  points  of  doubtful  disputations." 

It  was  this  mercenary  spirit   of  the  directors  of  the  Mas- 
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sachusetts  Bay  Company  for  gaining  possession  of  the  Indian 
lands  that  ]\Ir.  Bancroft  referred  to  as  causin2r  them  to  be 
"deaf  to  mercy  and  insensible  to  shame,"  and  to  become 
"the  worst  governors."  This  grasping  spirit  was  the  cause 
of  nearly  all  the  difficulties  and  troubles  which  for  many 
years  distressed  and  nearly  ruined  the  early  settlers  of  lihode 
Island.  To  justify  their  hostile  proceedings,  the  adverse 
Puritan  colonists,  assuming  their  Jewish  code  to  be  purer 
than  the  beneficent  Christian  code,  traduced  the  characters 
of  the  non-conformists  as  heathen  ;  so  that  it  becomes  now 
necessary  to  vindicate  the  motives  of  our  forefathers  in 
establishing  their  colony  on  the  basis  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom.  For  this  reason  I  am  induced  to  add  a  sketch  of 
the  hostile  aggressions  of  the  surrounding  colonists,  for  the 
purpose  of  seizing  the  Indian  lands, — "gain  being  the  object 
of  their  corporate  ambition." 

To  accomplish  this  purpose,  the  early  settlers  of  ]\Iassa- 
ehusetts  employed  Humphrey  Atherton  to  get  the  lands  of 
the  Natick  Indians,  under  Eliot,  near  Boston.  They  subse- 
quently employed  him  elsewhere,  for  his  skill  and  efficiency 
in  this  business.  The  leadinir  directors  of  the  Four  United 
Colonies — Governors  Dudley  Stoughton,  John  AVinthrop, 
Jr.,  and  others — formed  a  joint  stock  company,  under  the 
name  of  the  "  xVtherton  Company,"  to  share  the  profits  of 
j^ettino:  and  sellino-  Indian  lands.  To  obtain  a  larae  tract 
of  Xarragansett  lands  at  Warwick,  the  color  of  a  title  was 
obtained  from  an  Indian  named  Pomham.  To  sustain  his 
power  against  his  superior  Xarragansett  Sachem,  ^Nliantinomo, 
a  fort  was  built  at  Warwick  Xeck.  But  this  plan  was 
thwarted  by  Samuel  Gorton  and  Ilandall  Ilolden,  who  pur- 
chased the  land  of  the  true  Sachem,  and  made  a  settlement 
thereon.  It  became  necessary  to  oust  these  settlers  by 
some  ostensible  form  of  civil  process.  There  being  no  valid 
claim  against  the  settlers  for  debt,  recourse  was  had  to 
accusing  them  of  blasphemy  under  the  rigid  laws  which  the 
ministers  were  accustomed  to  decide  upon   under  the  union 
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of  Puritan  Church  and  State.  In  tliis  way  the  members 
of  the  Ba}^  Company  used  their  official  influence  to  sul)serve 
their  individual  profits.  Atherton  employed  fort}^  armed 
men,  half  of  them  Indians,  to  march  through  Providence, 
and  bring  the  accused  to  Boston  for  trial  for  their  lives  on 
alleged  charges  of  "  blasphemy  in  a  T^•ilderness  where  there 
were  none  to  hear,"  as  noticed  by  Mr.  Palfrey  in  his  His- 
tory of  New  England.  They  put  arms  into  the  hands  of 
Indians  to  kill  the  Rhode  Islanders,  whom  thc}^  beseiged 
two  da3^«  ;  and,  as  narrated,  "  riddled  their  English  ilag  with 
bullets."  This  tiag  was  hoisted  by  Gorton  to  manifest  his 
claim  to  the  rights  of  a  British  subject.  But  there  was 
allowed  no  security  of  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  Massachu- 
setts during  an  hundred  years,  until  ordered  by  Queen 
Anne,  in  Virginia;  and  the  jurors  were  by  law  all  members 
of  the  Puritan  Church.  Only  about  one-sixth  of  the  peo})le 
were  freemen,  and  the  common  people  lived  in  subjection 
to  an  absolute  tja^anny  of  the  Directors  of  the  Colonial  Cor- 
poration and  of  the  ministers  allied  with  them,  in  a  union 
of  Church  and  State.  Winthrop  and  others  of  some  distinc- 
tion would  not  come  to  live  under  a  Board  of  Directors  of  a 
Joint  Stock  Company  in  New  England  until  they  were 
assured  of  being  themselves  governors,  judges,  or  other 
rulers. 

Gorton  and  his  associates  were  imprisoned  two  years  in 
Boston,  and  escaped  execution  for  blasphemy  only  by  two 
votes.  Then,  it  is  recorded,  they  went  al)out  the  streets, 
and  so  inflamed  the  people  by  proclaiming  the  wrongs 
inflicted  on  them,  and  the  seizure  and  sale  of  their  cattle 
and  furniture  for  expenses,  that  they  were  ordered  to  depart 
in  two  days  under  penalty  of  death  for  disobedience. 

The  possession  of  the  Pequot  lands  in  Connecticut  was 
readily  obtained  by  declaring  war  against  them,  and  holding 
their  lands  by  the  right  of  conquest,  after  burning  more  than 
seven  hundred  men,  women  and  children  in  a  fort,  and  else- 
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jvliere  killing  all  the  men  they  could  find,  but  saving-  the 
women  and  children  to  profit  by  the  sale  of  them  as  slaves. 

'J'he  possession  of  the  Mohcgan  lands  was  obtained  by 
inducing  the  Sachem,  Uncas,  to  make  aggressions  on  the 
Xarragansett  Sachem,  Miantinomo,  by  promises  of  aid.  In 
the  war  which  followed,  Miantinomo  was  inveigled  into  a 
conference,  wherein  he  was  captured  and  delivered  over  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  Four  United  Colonies  at  Hartford. 
After  obtaining  him  as  a  captive,  they  could  lind  no  excuse 
for  putting  him  to  death ;  and,  to  avoid  the  responsibility, 
they  referred  his  case  for  decision  to  a  convention  of  minis- 
ters in  Boston,  as  the  Roman  governor  Pilate  did  to  the 
chief  priests  in  Jerusalem.  Under  their  Jewish  code, 
(quoting  the  precedent  of  Agag)  they  speedily  sentenced 
him  to  be  executed. 

Winthrop  states,  Miantinomo  was  killed  near  Hartford  by 
a  bloAV  on  the  back  of  his  head  with  a  hatchet. 

Then  the  Connecticut  settlers  came  in  with  their  claims 
for  rendering  assistance  to  Uncas,  and  obtained  payment  in 
his  lands.  Trumbull  states,  "Mr.  Letlingwell  obtained 
nearly  the  whole  township  of  Norwich  for  his  services." 

To  punish  the  treachery  of  Uncas,  the  successor  of  ^Mian- 
tinomo, Pessicus,  after  givifig  notice  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  Four  Colonies,  declared  war  ao-ainst  Uncas.  Fortius 
hostility  to  their  "friend  and  ally,  Uncas,"  Pessicus  was 
lined  2000  fathoms  of  wampum.  Being  unable  to  pay  this 
debt,  Humphrey  Atherton  was  sent  by  the  commissioners 
of  the  Four  Colonies,  with  twenty  armed  men,  to  enforce 
the  payment.  As  stated  in  Arnold's  history  of  Bhode 
Island  (vol.  i.,  p.  109),  "Atherton  forced  his  way,  pistol 
in  hand,  into  the  wigwam,  and,  seizing  the  Sachem  by  the 
hair,  dragged  him  out,  threatening  instant  death  if  any 
resistance  was  ollered."  The  debt  was  settled  by  IVssicus 
giving  a  mortgage  of  all  his  lands  to  the  conunissionoi's  of 
the  Four  Colonies,  who  transferred  it  to  the  Atherton  Com- 
pany for  735  fathoms   of  wampum.     In  this  unlawful  way 
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the  Atherton  Company  obtained,  in   IHoO,  their  iniquitous 
chlim  to  the  whole  Narra^-ansctt  country,  l>y  foreclosin^r  the 
mortgage    for   non-payment.       This    Compan}'    maintained 
their  claim  with  the  powerful  inHuenee  of  the  iTilers  of  the 
Four  United  Colonies  to  back  them  against  the  feeble  Kliode 
Island  colony.     The   manifest  illegality  of  their  title  pre- 
vented sales  during  the  long  struggle,  until  the  Company 
took  advantage  of  the  arrival,  in  Boston,  of  some  strangers — 
French  refugees — after  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Xantes. 
Then  the  Atherton  Companjs  under  their  new  title  of  "Pro- 
prietors of  the  Narragansett  Country,"  inveigled  forty-tlve 
families  of  Huguenots,  ignorant  alike  of  land  titles  and  of 
the  English  language,  into  the  purchase  of  5,000  acres  of 
this   land   in  a  locality  in  East   Greenwich   still   known   as 
Frenchtown.     The    apparent  official    respectability    of   the 
members   of  the  Company  appears    to   have   disarmed   the 
strangers   of  all   suspicion  of  fraud,  although  the  illegality 
of  the  title  had  been  decided  by  lvo\'al   Commissioners  in 
1664.     A  final  decision  by  another  Ivoyal  Connnissioner,  Sir 
Edmund  Andross,  against  the  legality  of  the  Atherton  claim 
in  1688,  ruined  the  colony  of  Huguenots  in  Ivhode  Island, 
and   caused   them  to   become  exiles  a  second  time.     Their 
sufferings    by  the  merciless  wrongs   and  chicanery  of  the 
Puritan   colonial  directors    equalled   those    inliicted  by  the 
.  Catholics. 

The  profit  of  getting  the  Indian  lands  induced  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  Hartford  colon}',  John  AVinthrop,  Jr.,  to  strive 
to  procure  a  share  of  it  for  his  own  colon}'.  As  ai)pears  by 
examining  the  Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut  (Aj^pendix. 
page  581),  Governor  Winthrop  proposed  going  to  England 
to  obtain  an  extension  of  the  original  charter  to  include 
Ehode  Island  and  the  Xew  Haven  colony  under  the  Hartford 
grant.  Accordingly,  the  following  instructiiMis  were  otli- 
cially  given  to  him: — "The  bounds  we  do  present  to  bo  in 
our  patent  (if  it  may  be  obtained),  are,  eastward  to  Ply- 
mouth line  ;  northward  to  the  limits  of  the  Massachusetts 
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colony ;  and  westward  to  Delaware  Bay,  or  at  least  to 
Hudson's  river." 

This  proposed  an  attempt  to  include  the  whole  of  the 
colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  of  New  Haven  in  the  patent  to 
he  given  to  John  Winthrop,  !Major  John  Mason,  S.  AVillis, 
Matthew  Allyn  and  others. 

This  enlargement  of  the  Hartford  charter  on  so  munificent 
a  scale,  it  appears,  Winthrop  proposed  to  o])tain  on  pretence 
of  renewing  the  old  charter,  with  the  boundaiy  hues  so 
altered  as  to  scoop  in  Xew  Haven  and  Illiode  Island,  with 
all  their  appurtenant  Indian  lands.  Accordingly,  Winthrop 
went  to  England,  and  in  April,  1G62,  actually  obtained  a 
new  charter,  with  the  kino-'s  signature  and  the  broad  seal, 
including  the  territory  of  the  New  Haven  colony,  and  more 
than  half  of  the  territory  of  the  Ehode  Island  coh)ny, — to 
the  surprise  alike  of  the  New  Haven  and  Ivhode  Island 
colonists.  The  New  Haven  colonists  bitterly  opposed  this 
transfer  of  their  charter  privileges  during  three  years,  until 
overpowered ;  but  the  Ehode  Island  colonists  manfully  and 
successfully  resisted  the  aggression  many  years. 

It  appears  that  Winthrop  found  the  agent  of  Hhode  Island 
in  England,  who  resisted  the  validity  of  the  new  Connecti- 
cut charter  on  the  o'round  of  fraud  in  obtainino-  it.  The 
account  of  the  mode  which  Winthrop  adroit h'  adopted  to 
include  New  Haven  and  the  greater  part  of  Ehode  Island  in 
his  new  charter  in  1()G2,  is  authentically  disclosed  by  letters 
recently  discovered,  describing  the  details,  and  first  published 
in  Arnold's  History  of  Ehode  Island,  pages  378  to  383,  vol. 
i.  The  original  suggestion  of  the  fraud  appears  in  the  letter 
signed  by  the  managers  of  the  Atherton  Company,  and 
stipulating  for  a  division  of  the  si)oil.  Another  letter, 
signed  by  Winthrop  himself,  acknowledged  that  he  "  added 
as  an  explication,  after  the  words  ' Narragansett  river,'  con- 
tained in  the  original  charter,  the  words,  '  conn/io)iJf/  called 
^^an'a(/anf<cU  Bay,''  "  This  interpolation  changed  the  bounds 
twenty-four  miles  further  east,  so  as  to  include  all  the  Nar- 
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ragansett  lands.  Another  letter,  signed  by  John  Scott,  the 
agent  employed  in  England  by  Winthrop,  dcscrilxis  how  he 
bribed  "certain  potent  gentlemen"  to  have  the  charter 
passed  under  the  king's  signature  and  the  great  seal  witlioiit 
scrutiny. 

The  fraud  being  immediately  detected  by  Mr.  John 
Clarke,  the  Rhode  Island  agent  in  London,  so  strenuous  an 
opposition  was  made,  that  AVinthro}),  to  get  clear  of  the 
opprobrium,  signed  an  agreement  with  Clarke  to  allow  tlie 
old  charter  bound  of  Ehode  Island  hy  the  Pawcatuck  river 
to  remain  as  the  true  bound.  This  agreement  was  disputed 
by  the  Connecticut  rulers,  as  being  bej'ond  the  authority 
of  AVinthrop;  but  nevertheless,  he  ever  afterward  confirmed 
his  agreement,  though  in  vain. 

To  counteract  the  fraudulently  reissued  charter,  John 
Clarke  obtained  also  a  later  reissue  of  the  Uhode  Island 
charter,  confirming  the  original  bound  by  the  present  Paw- 
catuck river,  Avhich  still  constitutes  the  western  boundary 
of  Ivhode  Island. 

-  On  receiving  their  reissued  charter,  the  directors  of  the 
Hartford  Colonial  Corporation  sent  soldiers  and  civil  officers 
to  take  possession,  who  Av^ere  resisted,  ejected,  and  impris- 
oned by  tlie  vigorous'  Rhode  Island  Governor,  Samuel 
Cranston. 

For  many  years  a  border  contest  was  kept  up  on  this 
debatable  Xarra2:ansett  land.  It  was  not  until  lr2S  that 
the  final  decision  of  the  claim  was  made  by  the  king  in 
council,  in  favor  of  Rhode. Island,  after  a  prolonged  struggle 
to  maintain  a  fraud  by  corporation  directors,  who  were 
"insensible  to  shame." 

In  describing  these  aggressions,  Arnold  observes  :  ''  The 
attempts  of  the  Atherton  Company  and  others  to  accomplish 
their  fraudulent  purposes,  manifest  u  baseness  that  cannot 
easily  be  surpassed." 

It  is  to  be  rcmeml)ercd  that  this  conduct  of  the  directors 
of  the  Four  Colonial  Corporations  does  not  implicate  the 
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character  of  the  common  people  liviri;^  under  their  govern- 
ment, any  more  than  the  knavery  of  modern  political  leaders 
involves  the  character  of  the  subordinate  people  ;  for  the 
j)rivate  individuals  of  Xcw  England  have  ever  continued  to 
manifest  extraordinary  intelligence,  toiling  industr}',  and 
private  virtues,  which  have  made  ''  the  wilderness  to  blossom 
as  the  rose,"  and  elevated  the  human  race. 

Against  these  repeated  wrongs  and  aggressions,  AVilliams 
expostulated  with  the  leaders  in  the  following  appeal : — 

"  In  the  sight  of  God  you  will  fmd  this  depraved  appetite 
for  obtaining'  land  to  be  amono-  the  o-reat  vanities  and 
shadowy  dreams  of  a  fleeting  life  in  this  wilderness  ;  as  if 
men  were  here  in  want  and  necessity  for  land,  like  hungry 
and  thirsty  seamen  on  a  starvinix  vovaire.  Land  is  one  of 
the  ^ods  of  Xew  Enoland,  for  which  the  Most  Iliirh  will 
punish  transgressors." 

"  Your  intrusion  upon  us,  as  being  weaker,  is  un neighborly 
and  unchristian,  as  well  as  contrary  to  all  English  laws." 

To  sustain  their  independence  and  rights,  the  lone  colony 
continued  to  struggle  manfully  against  the  hostile  aggressions 
of  their  rapacious  neighbors.  Relying  on  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  and  on  the  paramount  power  of  the  13ritish  govern- 
ment to  enforce  their  chartered  rights,  and  to  ]>rotect  their 
individual  rights  as  British  subjects  under  the  national 
constitution,  rather  than  on  their  own  feeble  })Ower,  the 
colonists  continued  to  remonstrate  against  the  lawless  acts 
from  which  they  suficred.  To  investigate  the  Connecticut 
and  Atherton  claims,  soon  after  AMnthrop  obtained  his 
interpohitcd  charter.  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  other  Royal  Com- 
missioners were  sent  out  in  lOilo,  after  the  new  charter  was 
received  by  the  Rhode  Island  colony.  They  realHrmed  the 
original  charter  bound  of  the  Pawcatuck  river,  inst(>ad  of  the 
Xarragansett  Bay  shore,  and  also  dechu-ed  the  Atherton 
claim  illegal  on  account  of  having  been  obtained  by  threats 
under  duress.  The}'  confirmed  the  rights  of  citizenship  to 
the  Xarragansett   tribe,   and  their  allegiance,  with  all  due 
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forms  and  ceremonies,  and  received  their  country  as  the 
King's  Province.  They  then  transferred  the  jurisdiction  to 
the  colony  of  Ehode  Island. 

In  167G,  a  tribe  of  Wampanoag  Indians  on  the  border  of 
Plymouth,  driven  to  desperation  by  wrongs,  commenced 
resistance  under  the  lead  of  !Metacoment,  ])etter  known  as 
King  Philip,  who  averred  he  desired  not  to  live  when  he  had 
no  longer  a  country.  While  the  Narragansetts  Avere  remain- 
ing peaceable  fellow-subjects  with  the  Phode  Island  settlers, 
the  Massachusetts  Indians  commenced  ravao-in^;  the  countrv 
and  killing  the  people  in  the  year  107(3.  It  has  been  esti- 
mated that  this  reaction  against  the  injustice  of  the  Puritans 
caused  the  loss  of  more  than  1400  lives  of  the  settlers,  nnd 
an  incalculable  loss  of  property,  directly  and  indirectly,  by 
wasting  the  interior  of  the  countiy  and  retarding  the  pros- 
perity of  New  England.  Until  this  reaction  occurred,  the 
Rhode  Island  settlers  had  lived  with  their  families  among 
the  Narragansetts  in  friendly  relationship.  Suddenly,  with- 
out giving  notice  to  the  Phode  Island  people,  the  Four 
United  Colonies  sent  an  army  into  the  colony,  and  com- 
menced killing  the  Narragansetts,  their  fellow-subjects,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  ro^^al  charter,  and  of  their  rights  of 
protection  guaranteed  to  them.  As  said  b}^  Arnold,  in  his 
•history  of  Phode  Island,  "this  was  an  unscrupulous  disre- 
<rard  of  the  rio'hts  and  welfare  of  a  sister  colonv,  which  was 
hiexcusahle,  for  a  notice  was  an  eas}'  act  of  friendly  courte- 
sy." He  adds  : — "But  friendly  feelings  were  strangers  to 
the  confederated  Puritans,  by  whom  heretics  and  heathen 
"were  classed  together  as  beneath  the  range  of  christian 
fellowship." 

The  sudden  desertion  of  Phode  Island  after  the  onslaught 
was  the  manifestation  of  a  similar  spirit,  by  leaving  the 
colonists  without  protection,  a  prey  to  the  fury  of  the 
exasperated  Indians,  and  Providence  to  be  burned  by  them. 
A  previous    prohibition    of  the  sale  of  arms  to  the  Phode 
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Island  colonists  indicated  an  intention  to  leave  tliem  defence- 
less, to  be  destroyed. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  desolation  they  had  caused,  the 
directors  of  the  United  Colonies  resumed  attempts  to  take 
possession  of  the  vacated  lands  in  the  Xarragansett  country. 
To  annul  the  decision  of  the  Eoyal  Conanissioners  against 
the  claim  of  the  Atherton  Company  and  Connecticut  in  1G04, 
a  petition  for  a  new  hearing  was  presented  to  the  Eoyal 
Council  in  1(383,  and  granted.  The  selection  was  made 
mostly  from  members  of  the  Atherton  Company  and  friends, 
including  the  ever-active  Joseph  Dudley,  William  Stoughton, 
and  John  AVinthrop,  Junr.  Edward  Ivandolph  was  appoint- 
ed Secretary,  being  qualified  by  experience  as  a  lioyal 
Commissioner  sent  over  in  167G  to  enquire  into  the  state  of 
the  colonies.  They  speedily  reversed  the.  award  made  by 
the  previous  Eoyal  Commissioners  in  1G()4,  and  confirmed 
the  validity  of  the  Atherton  and  Connecticut  claim  for  the 
Narragansett  lands. 

The  next  step  necessary  for  the  claimants  was  to  obtain 
the  executive  and  judicial  powers  to  enforce  this  decree.  It 
appears  that  Eandolph,  from  previous  investigations,  had 
reported  on  the  lawlessness  of  the  colonists,  on  their  mutual 
jealousies  and  hostility  to'  the  Ehode  Island  settlers,  and 
also  to  the  Indians  taken  under  the  royal  protection,  lie 
strongly  favored  the  consolidation  of  the  colonies  under  one 
president  or  vicero}'  appointed  by  the  king,  corresponding 
with  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  East  Indies.  He 
referred  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  pliancy  and  ready  sub- 
serviency of  Joseph  Dudley  to  make  his  way  in  the  world, 
and  procured  his  appointment  as  President  of  the  New 
England  Colonies  in  IGST).  Two  years  later  the  ai)point- 
ment  of  Judge  of  King's  Province  was  obtained  from  James 
IE  by  Dudley.  •  Clothed  with  this  executive  and  judicial 
power,  Joseph  Dudley  had  now  gained  nearly  absolute  con- 
trol over  the  Ehode  Island  colony,  and  its  dismemberment 
seemed  to  be  certain.     But  such  gross  injustice  stimulated 


30  EIIODE   ISLAND  UISTOHICAL   SOCIETY. 

the  colonists  to  irreater  resistance  than  ever  ])eforc.  and  such 
refusals  to  sul)niit  to  the  royal  authority-,  that  IJandolpli 
reported  to  the  Koyal  Council  that  nothing  short  of  a  revo- 
cation of  the  charters  of  tlie  colonial  corporations  would 
reduce  them  to  obedience.  Investigations  Avere  instituted, 
and  Avrits  of  quo  icarranto  were  issued  from  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  in  London,  and  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was 
appointed,  in  June,  1080,  to  be  President  of  tlie  Xcw 
England  Colonies.  His  long  experience  as  agent  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  in  his  colony  taken  from  the  Dutch,  had 
inspired  confidence  in  his  ability  and  fidelit}'.  lie  came  out 
with  the  writs  of  quo  waminto,  to  take  away  the  charters 
of  all  the  New  Enoland  Colonies  for  the  abuse  and  disre2:ard 
of  their  charter  rights  and  lawlessness,  and  to  enlbrce  the 
observance  of  English  laws.  His  advent  was  hailed  with 
great  satisfaction  by  the  Ehode  Island  colonists,  for  he  came 
with  power  to  interpose  the  shield  of  the  English  laws  to 
protect  British  sul)jects  from  the  lawless  aggressions  of  the 
surrounding'  colonists.  Ilis  oiiicial  conduct  toward  the 
Ehode  Island  colonists  was  courteous  and  kind.  lie  did  his 
duty  in  asking  for  the  charter,  without  persistently  requiring 
the  delivery  of  it.  He  immediately  directed  his  secretary, 
Randolph,  to  forbid  the  taxation  of  the  peoi)le  of  New- 
England  for  the  support  of  the  established  Puritan  church, 
declaring  that  the  Puritans  had  no  more  right  to  tax  Episco- 
palians than  the  Episcopalians  had  to  tax  the  Puritans  for 
the  support  of  their  ministers.  This  decree  was  so  jierfectly 
in  accordance  with  the  fundamental  principle  of  religious 
liberty  which  was  the  glory  of  the  Khode  Island  charter, 
that  it  gave  assurance  to  the  colonists,  as  did  also  the  decree 
of  James  II.,  establishing  religious  freedom  in  lO-^-^.  This 
decree  was  a  death-blow  to  New  England  Puritanism,  iVom 
which  it  never  fully  recovered.  Eor  his  stand  in  favor  o( 
religious  freedom.  Governor  Andros  was  denounced  by  the 
Puritan  ministers  with  bitter  invectives,  and  denoted  a 
destroyer  of  religion  and  monster  of  tyranny. 
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wiidkwere  bept  cMt  tibe  f j  feaf  af  fiBHaf- M4e!$  r  h^  the 
§ttak  cfcggcd  ly  cleifci  leadeted  Afe  affyamsred 
■mwnmlir.     Be  fephjed  cugiggfig  ae:d  1^  pec9*aal 
we  to  a  waiter  i  iw|iir^n  agaart  Ae  lalLieLi  ia 
kid  attKl[ed  t&e  liorder  setrlecs,  and  wctft  jop^ed 
■I  Mi  lijr  SfKtoii  tndiei^,  a»  fecovieaflk  ^aledL 

MX%iexsk  m  ^CewEH^indwetetiiaQhrtoa! 

OB  Ae  ^AAstHtm  ^iJsmms  IL    Hs  W3»  reealed,  aad 

b  ia  Bot^CCTt  cnf  edhb  tempocny  gitprB*otuiiegt>    Qoile 

■^ff  icM  the  tfthrrtft  aBcccaeJal  Jbaepb 

WBO  Ban  oeoi  tWKmT  MMiaHKBBn  at  wiiia^ai^  shrs 

Kiigf^  Fkofinee,  aetifielT  tji|^j|»^gd  ia  tfe  dkifoa^  af  tke 
faad»,ofwhidbWfcraafcarttaiarfcadiIHiiMiipaa> 
it  H  aanated,  a  pntj  fiiiBi  Aovideaca 
las  to 
Thcta  he  wa»  ftratiaH 
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larly  inveigling  another  colony  of  thirty  families  of  ITnguc- 
nots  to  purchase  of  him  a  tract  of  Indian  hinds  in  Oxford, 
Mass.,  taken  from  the  Xipmuck  tribe  without  compensation. 
By  his  fraudulent  management  in  witliholding  the  acknow- 
ledgment and  delivery  of  the  deed  of  the  land  for  twenty- 
seven  years,  as  appears  by  the  Suifolk  records  in  Boston, 
this  Huguenot  colony  was  also  necessitated  to  disperse,  like 
the  Huguenot  colony  in  Bhode  Island. 

The  preceding  outlines  of  Bhode  Island's  early  history  are 
noAV  sketched,  as  previousl)'  stated,  for  the  special  pur})Ose 
of  inducing  members  of  the  Historical  Society  to  further 
investi<>ate  the  wrons^s  and  suflerina's  of  our  ancestors  in  their 

o  o  c 

long-continued  struggles  for  establishing  the  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom  which  the}'  originated.  The 
time  has  arrived  when  the  other  side  of  the  question  of  their 
characteristic  principles  of  religious  liberty  should  be  vindi- 
cated from  the  calumnies  that  have  been  continually  heaped 
upon  them  as  heretics, — as  impress! veh"  afhrmed  by  an 
historian  of  the  United  States,  ^Ir.  Bancroft :  ''  Had  the 
magnitude  of  the  Ivhode  Island  territory  corresponded  with 
the  importance  of  the  principles  it  maintained,  the  world 
Avould  have  lieen  filled  Avith  wonder  at  the  phenomena  of  its 
early  history." 


JsOTK. — Tlie  characters  of  the  three  principal  Turitan  governors,  who  wore  copartners 
in  the  Atherton  Company,  and  who  were  the  most  active  leaders  in  seizing  and  selling 
the  Indian  lands,  and  wronging  the  Rhode  I?land  colonists  juul  the  Huguenot  colonists, 
are  trulhfulls  portrayed  by  ^Ir.  I'aifrey,  in  Ids  History  of  New  Kngland,  (vol.  iii.,  ch.  <»}. 
He  describes  William  Stouglitou  as  "  tiie  shadow  and  eclio  of  .Joseph  Dudley, — the  chief 
tools  of  the  barbari)n<  and  infamous  ailministrators  of  the  laws."  The  royal  agent,  Kan- 
doIpJi,  atlirmcd  :—"  Dudley  will  cringe  and  stoop  to  anything  to  nuike  his  fortune  in  the 
world.  He  may  be  gaim-d,  if  hi^  .Alajcsty  will  prouDtf  him.  Ai)pnciating  this  nsifulness, 
I  take  all  occasions  for  hinting  his  merits."  This  was  done  so  successfully  by  IJaiidolpli, 
that  Dudley  ami  his  compier,  Stoug!it(»n,  obtain»'d  the  appointments  of  President  and 
Vice  rre>ident  of  the  New  Kugland  Colonial  Council,  under  Sir  FAhuun<l  Anilrn-.,  after  the 
revocation  of  the  cliarters,  from  bVS"»  to  1<V^"».  I'alfrey  states  :— "  William  Stoughton  was  a 
rich  atrabilarioiis  baclu-lor,  not  unconscit-ntious  after  his  own  dreary  way,  and  one  of  those 
lueu  to  whom  it  ?eems  natural  to  favor  oppressions  and  in-solent  preteu>ions,  and  to  oppose 
every  movenu-nf  for  freedom  and  humanity  as  an  impertinent  alVront.  His  power  was  not 
in  a  superior  intelligence,  but  in  a  <Iogi;«-d  will."  "To  gain  royal  favor,  he  took  the  lead 
in  urging  subuM-sion  by  tin-  people,  and  in  judicially  enforcing  the  very  principles  of  roynl 
ta.xatiou  witliout  repn^eniati.'u.  wlueh  aftirwards  caused  the  revolt  of  the  colonies.  In 
the  case  of  the  refu>al  of  a  comndttee  of  the  town  of  Ipswich  to  pay  u  tax  innK»sed  by  the 
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The  Libraiy  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
summary  of  their  operations  during  the  past  year  : — 

Mr.  Amos  Perry  was  appointed  Librarian,  which  position 
he  has  held  during  the  year,  receiving  from  us  a  salary 
drawn  from  the  funds  appropriated  by  the  State.  Under 
his  care  the  Library  has  been  opened  every  da}'  during  the 
past  year — legal  holidays  excepted,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  two-weeks  intermission  durin^:  the  month  of  Ausrust. 

For  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  State 
(General  Statutes,  chap,  li),  section  12),  a  key  to  the 
Library  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  ]\Ir. 
Richmond  P.  Everett,  and  thus  access  could  have  been 
obtained  at  any  time  to  the  files  of  newspapers  deposited 
with  us,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  legal  evidence. 

The  work  of  the  Librarian  was  directed,  during  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year,  to  the  finishing  of  the  arranging  of 


royal  governor,  because  it  was  not  legally  assessed  by  an  Assembly  appointed  by  the 
freemen,  it  is  recorded  that  an  application  for  a  Trrit  of  habeas  corpus,  under  the  Masrna 
Charla  rights  of  Englishmen,  was  denied  by  Judge  Dudk-y,"  who  said,  in  open  court, 
"you  must  not  think  your  rights  as  Englishmen  follow  you  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
You  have  here  only  the  privilege  not  to  be  sold  as  slaves."  He  reigned  despotically  in 
New  England. 

Governors  Dudley,  Stoughton,  and  Winthrop  of  Connecticut,  at  one  time  reduced  the 
colony  of  lUiode  Island  to  such  a  state  of  subjection  to  the  Atlierton  and  Connecticut 
claims  to  the  Xarragansett  country,  that  the  arrival  of  Andn>s  to  supersede  theuj  at  a 
critical  moment,  saved  the  colony  from  dismemberment.  The  fate  of  the  colony  wa-*  held 
in  a  balance  against  the  claim  of  the  Uuguenot  colony  under  Dudley's  sale,  and  was  deciilcd 
by  Andros  against  the  Uuguenots.  The  latter  were  ruined,  and  the  former  was  thus 
*aved. 

With  such  nu-n  for  rulers  as  were  these  Puritan  leaders,  "actuated  by  corimrate  am- 
bition, and  desire  of  gain,  deaf  to  mercy  and  insensible  to  shame,"  it  is  not  surprising  that 
a  distinguished  son  of  ^lassachusetts,  Nathaniel  Hawthorne,  should  have  expressed  his 
feelings  in  the  following  impressive  words:— "  WhiU-  thanking  God  for  having  given  u* 
such  ancestors,  each  successive  generation  may  thank  Him  not  less  fervently  for  being 
removed  one  step  further  from  them  in  the  march  of  ages." 
5 
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such  books,  as  were  considered  as  particularly  relating  to 
Ehode  Island,  npoii  the  shelves  prepared  by  us  for  them, 
and  finishing  the  making  of  a  card  catalogue  of  them.  Work 
on  this  section  of  the  Library  ceased  about  the  end  of  June. 
To  hold  the  card  catalogue  we  obtained  a  case  of  drawers 
with  rods,  and  caused  a  stand  to  be  made  upon  which  to 
place  it. 

During  the  year  Ave  prepared  and  printed  a  list  of  books 
needed  in  the  Lil)rary.  This  is  the  third  one  issued  by  this 
Committee.  It  was  sent  to  each  member  l)y  the  Treasurer. 
A  few  books  were  obtained  l)y  means  of  this  device,  but 
upon  the  whole  the  returns  were  not  satisfactory.  Your 
Committee  can  but  feel,  that  with  these  printed  lists  before 
them,  the  members  of  this  Society  could,  with  the  least 
possible  effort,  fill  every  gap  in  the  Library. 

Notwithstanding  this  disa})})ointmcnt,  the  Librar}'  has  not 
remained  without  accessions,  and  many  books  may  now  be 
found  on  your  shelves,  which  a  year  ago  did  not  adorn  them. 
Herein  we  specify  a  few  : — Caldwell's  Life  of  Gen.  Greene  ; 
President  ]\Iaxcy's  Remains  ;  AVayland's  Limits  of  Human 
Responsibilit}^ ;  The  Trial  of  Gorton  for  murder  of  Sprague  ; 
Cushing's  History  of  Newbury  port ;  History  of  Grafton, 
Mass.  ;  ^Nlunro's  Histoiy  of  Bristol ;  The  Bristol  Centennial 
Volume  ;  The  Literary  Journal,  edited  by  our  late  President, 
Albert  G.  Greene  ;  Duplicate  copies  of  the  Digest  of  Khode 
Island  Laws  for  1730  and  174,")  ;  Knioht's  History  of  the  Six 
Principle  Baptists  ;  The  volume  of  Memorial  r>iogiaphies 
published  by  the  N.  E.  Genealogical  Society:  Sarah  Helen 
Whitman's  Poems  ;  The  ^Memoir  of  Elleanor  Eldredge  {oi 
which  it  is  said  more  than  thirty  thousand  co})ies  wore  sold 
in  this  neighborhood,  yet  this  is  the  first  one  which  has  ever 
found  its  way  into  our  Librar}').  The  file  of  the  J^rovidencc 
Journal,  to  which  allusion  was  made  in  our  last  annual 
report,  has  been  obtained  hy  means  of  the  appropriation  o( 
twenty-five  dollars,  made  by  the  Society.  It  has  boon  care- 
fully collated,    number   by  number,  and  was    found  to  be 
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complete  from  Octo])er,  1857,  to  Deceml)cr,  1880,  with  the 
exception  of  two  .days.  This  set  has  been  su])stantially 
hound  hy  means  of  the  appro]:)riation  of  seventy-five  dollars 
made  by  the  Society.  It  is  now  in  the  Library,  and  exactly 
tills  the  gap  heretofore  existing  in  our  tile  of  that  important 
local  newspaper.  We  can  but  feel  that  this  acquisition  is 
of  great  importance.  It  gives  the  Society  a  set  of  this  paper 
absolutely  their  own,  without  reference  to  or  including  the 
volumes  which  the  State  by  law  deposits  with  the  Society. 
It  can  never  be  taken  from  us.  Continuing  our  notes  of 
accessions,  we  lincl  Tustin  and  Fessenden's  History  of  AVar- 
ren ;  Memoirs  of  Jefferson,  Sidney  AVillard  and  John 
Howard  Payne ;  iNIcDonald's  History  of  ]\Ielhodism  in 
Providence ;  Felt's  Ecclesiastical  Histor}^  of  Xew  England ; 
Drake's  Book  of  the  Indians  ;  Ray's  Contributions  to  Mental 
Pathology  ;  a  copj^  of  the  Des  Barres  Chart  of  Xarragansett 
Bay,  177(J ;  an  English  jNIap  of  New  England  of  1774.  This 
is  the  only  map  upon  which  can  be  found  the  AVccapaug  line 
in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  State,  and  to  which  refer- 
ence is  had  in  the  early  Indian  deeds.  This  valuable  map 
was  obtained  by  exchange.  The  recently  published  Bio- 
graphical Cyclo])cdia  of  the  Eminent  Men  of  Phode  Island, 
the  <iift  of  one  of  our  meml^ers,  and  a  irreat  manv  other 
books  specially  connected  with  the  ends  which  the  Society 
holds  in  view. 

The  Society  is  the  recipient  of  the  gift  of  two  line  histori- 
cal works  from  Samuel  M.  No3^es,  Esq.,  of  Providence. 
The  first  of  those  is  a  French  work  with  the  following  title  : 
"Tableaux  historiques  de  la  Revolution  Francaise,  ouvragc 
orne  de  gravures  avec  des  Discours.  3  v.  folio,  Paris, 
1791-1804."  This  magniticent  work  on  vellum  paj^er  con- 
tains 222  engravings  on  copper,  in  the  tinest  style  of  the 
art.  A  historical  description  accompanies  each  plate. 
These  accounts  were  written  by  the  Abbe  Fauchot,  Cham- 
fort,  Ginguene  and  Pages,  names  eminent  in  the  literature 
of  France.     Tlio   work  contains    about    150   engravings  of 
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scenes  and  events,  and  GC)  portraits  of  actors  in  these  times. 
It  contains  the  Five  Constitutions,  the  Concordat,  tlic  Pro- 
clamation of  the  Peace,  the  Oaths  of  Napoleon  as  Consul 
for  life,  and  the  Senatus  Consultum  organized  under  the 
Constitution.  Some  copies,  of  which  this  is  one,  contained 
the  ceremonies  at  the  coronation  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 
They  are  of  extreme  scarcity. 

The  second  of  the  works  given  the  Society  by  Mr,  Noyes 
is  a  Spanish  worl^,  entitled,  "  Summary  of  I^aws  of  the  King- 
doms of  the  Indies,  ordered  to  be  printed  by  his  Catliolic 
Majesty,  Don  Carlos  II.  4  vols,  folio,  Madrid,  17o()." 
This  copy  is  the  second  edition.  Brunet  says  both  editions 
are  exhausted,  and  are  sufficiently  dear,  and  this  is  con- 
sidered the  best  of  all  the  editions.  The  work  is  invaluable 
in  the  study  of  the  early  history  of  the  Spanish  American 
colonies.  The  gift  of  two  works  of  such  sterling  worth  to 
the  Society  hy  Mr.  Noyes,  deserves  our  formal  thanks. 

In  the  line  of  Genealogy,  we  have  received  the  ^lemoirs 
of  the  Wilkinson  Family,  the  Briggs  Famih',  and  the  Gene- 
alogy of  one  line  of  the  Hopkins  Famil}^ — this  latter  by  one 
of  our  members,  j\Ir.  Albert  Ilolbrook.  The  Austin  Family 
Genealog}^  has  been  prepared  by  one  of  our  members,  John 
O.  Austin,  and  a  copy  given  us.  One  branch  of  the  Eddy 
Family  (which  is,  unfortunately,  not  full,  so  far  as  the 
Rhode  Island  families  are  concerned)  has  been  sent  to  us. 
The  Wetmore  Family,  and  the  Root  Genealog}*,  certain 
portions  of  the  Olney  Family,  the  Titus  Family,  and  the 
Tilley  Family,  also  appear  among  our  accessions. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  memorable  one  to  the  Society  in 
its  acquisitions  of  portraits,  views  of  Providence  on  canvas, 
and  a  marble  bust  by  a  Rhode  Island  artist,  xMr.  Annablc. 
These  things  are  of  such  interest  and  importance  as  to  war- 
rant something  more  than  a  passing  notice.  We  beg  to 
enumerate : 

A  fine  life  size  bust  in  marble,  of  tlohn  Burroughs  Hop- 
kins Leonard,   sculptured   by   George  O.    Annablc  ;  a  bio- 
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graphical  notice  of  iMr.  Leonard  appears  in  the  Genealogy 
of  the  Hopkins  Family,  Providence,  1881,  p.  44.  Mr. 
Leonard  died  in  Providence,  March  17,  1853.  But  few 
specimens  of  the  work,  in  marble,  of  ]\fr.  Annable  exist. 
Mr.  Annable  now  resides  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

A  tine  portrait  in  oil  of  our  late  President,  Governor  Sam- 
uel Greene  Arnold,  size  24  x  30,  painted  by  Miss  M.  Louise 
Chapin,  and  presented  to  the  Society  by  the  widow.  Gov. 
Arnold  was  President  of  this  Society  from  1868  to  1880, 
inclusive. 

A  fine  portrait  in  oil  of  the  late  Thomas  F.  Carpenter,  a 
member  of  the  Rhode  Island  bar.  He  died  July  14,  1854  ; 
painted  by  James  S.  Lincoln,  size  24x30.  It  was  the  gift 
of  the  following  gentlemen  :  B.  F,  Thurston,  C.  S.  Bradley, 
A.  Payne,  E.  R.  Potter,  II.  A.  Hidden,  G.  H.  Browne,  J.  C. 
Hidden,  Einrich  Rein,  H.  Pitman,  J.  M.  Ripley,  Charles 
Hart,  B.  N.  Lapham  and  Thomas  Durfee. 

A  fine  portrait  in  oil  of  Dr.  John  II.  Mason,  a  prominent 
ph^^sician  and  druggist  in  Providence  ;  he  died  June  24, 
1855  ;  artist  unknown.  Given  to  the  Society  by  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam C.  Fales.     Size  of  the  picture,  25  x  30. 

A  fine  portrait  in  oil  of  Governor  James  Fenner,  the  first 
President  of  this  Society,  size  27  x33,  copied  by  Miss  M. 
Louise  Chapin  from  the  portrait  by  Lincoln,  at  the  State 
House.  It  was  the  gift  of  sundry  of  our  members,  viz.  : 
Henry  T.  Beckwith,  Sidney  S.  Rider,  Henry  W.  Gardner, 
Thomas  Durfee,  Henry  J.  Steere,  Xewton  Dexter,  Arthur 
F.  Dexter,  and  William  S.  Slater.  Governor  Fenner  was 
President  of  this  Society  from  its  formation  in  1822  to  1833. 
He  died  in  Providence,  April  17,  1846. 

A  fine  portrait  in  oil  of  Albert  Gorton  Greene,  late  Pres- 
ident of  this  Society,  painted  by  James  S.  Lincohi,  size 
27x33.  The  gift  of  Mrs.  Mary  C.  G.  Eastman,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Greene,  now  a  resident  of  Concord,  X.  II.  ^Nlr. 
Greene  was  President  of  the  Society  from  1855  to  1868. 
He  died  January  3,  1868. 
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An  oil  painting,  certificate  of  membership  of  John  Updike, 
of  the  Providence  Marine  Societj'.  Mr.  Updike  was  the 
first  President  of  that  Society.  Painted  })y  Tliomas  Younir, 
size  IGJx  22,  son  of  Samuel  Young,  and  brother  of  the  late 
Edward  II.  Young,  of  this  city.  The  painting  is  an  exceed- 
ingly tine  one.  It  presents  a  view  of  the  town  about  171i8, 
and  is  the  earliest  existing  view.  It  was  subsequently  en- 
graved by  William  Hamlin,  and  used  by  the  ^Marine  Society 
as  its  general  certificate  of  membership.  It  was  presented 
to  the  Society  b}^  George  Updike. 

An  oil  painting.  View  of  the  Town  of  Pj'ovidence,  1829, 
size  24  X  30,  painted  by  George  W.  Harris.  Presented  to 
the  Society  by  John  Gorham. 

All  these  paintings  were  given  with  frames,  or  money  was 
given  with  whicli  to  purchase  frames,  all-  of  which  has  been 
done.  Besides  these  pictures  the  Society  has  received  many 
engraved  portraits  either  of  members,  or  the  ancestors  of 
members  which  can  be  found  suspended  in  various  })arls  of 
the  cabinet.  With  the  acquisition  of  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Greene,  our  gallery  of  portraits  of  our  past  Presidents  is 
complete. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  improper  to  make  men- 
tion of  Kobert  Feke,  the  artist  of  the  Callendar  portrait, 
now  owned  by  this  Society,  Mr.  Tuckerman,  in  his  l^ook 
of  the  Artists, (p.  47,)  speaks  of  him  as  being  the  earliest 
colonial  painter  who  had  any  piY)per  training  in  art,"  and 
that  he  was  the  artist  of  this  picture  which  became  the 
property  of  Henry  Bull,  but  when  or  how  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  this  Society  we  have  not  learned.  Further 
accounts  can  be  found  in  the  Historical  Magazine,  v.  3,  p. 
348,  and  v.  4,  pp.  20  and  280,  first  series,  1850  and  1800. 
^  In  clearing  the  left  hand  ante-room,  a  large  .number  of 
roller  mai)s  were  found  stacked  in  a  comer  in  a  most  inac- 
cessil)le  wa}^  These  were  all  cleaned  and  re-rollod,  and 
placed  in  map  racks  prepared  in  the  gallery  for  their  recep- 
tion.   Each  compartment  holds  four  maps  of  unequal  length, 
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each  compartnieiit  is  niunbercd,  (there  are  24  of  thera,)  and 
each  map  is  likewise  numl>ered,  and  a  manuscript  catalogue 
is  in  2)reparation. 

A  fine  portrait,  22x25,  of  Captain  Thomas  Cole,  painted 
by  Thomas  Yoinig,  given  to  the  Society  by  Mrs.  James  E. 
Cranston,  of  Providence. 

Capt.  Cole  entered  the  Rhode  Island  regiments  at  the  out- 
break of  the  Revolution  and  served  with  distinction  on  many 
fields.  After  the  death  of  Col.  Greene,  the  various  portions 
of  detached  regiments  were  united  under  Col.  Jeremiah 
Olney,  and  Capt.  Cole  was  selected  to  command  a  company 
in  that  regiment. 

The  record  of  exchanges  will  exhibit  all  our  o})erations  in 
that  h'ne,  we  have  sent  a  large  immber  of  packages  (23) 
to  our  correspondent  societies,  aud  we  have  sent  five  copies 
to  as  many  societies,  of  ]Mr.  Ilolbrook's  Genealogy  of  the 
Hopkins  Family,  which  the  author  gave  to  the  Society  for 
that  purpose.  The  packages  which  we  sent  consisted  mainly 
of  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  General  Assembly  for  the 
past  three  years.  To  a  few  of  the  important  (10)  of  our 
correspondents  we  sent  some  other  legislative  reports  placed 
in  our  keeping  by  the  State  for  this  purpose. 

The  Library  Committee  were  charged  during  the  past 
year  with  one  other  duty.  They  were,  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
passed  on  the  26th  of  Januar}^  last,  charged  with  the  duty 
of  editing  and  publishing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  for 
the  year  just  then  finished.  An  appropriation  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  dollars  was  made  to  defray  the  cost. 
The  work  was  completed  and  distributed  on  the  10th. March, 
following,  in  forty-three  days,  at  a  cost  of  ($145.86,)  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents.  A  helio- 
t^'pe  reproduction  in  fac  simile  of  the  Civil  compact  entered 
into  by<hc  first  settlers  was  introduced  into  the  proceedings. 
This  expense  we  had  not  at  first  contemplated,  but  the  im- 
portance of  the  document  induced  us  to  insert  it.  The  ivholc 
cost,  was  however,  confined  within  the  figures  above  named. 
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and  the  sum  of  $29.14  ^vas  left  unused  in  the  Treasury.  Of 
the  paper  purchased  for  the  execution  of  this  work,  five 
reams  and  seven-twentieths  was  not  required.  It  was  sold 
at  what  it  cost,  viz.:  $21.40,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to 
the  improvements  made  during  the  current  year  under  the 
direction  of  the  joint  committee,  as  appears  in  the  report  of 
that  committee. 

The  attention  of  your  committee,  in  the  course  of  their 
labor  on  the  "Proceedings"  was  called  to  the  dilapidated 
condition  of  the  first  civil  compact  drawn  by  Eoger  Williams 
to  be  signed  by  the  new  comers,  whereupon  they  addressed 
the  following  communication  to  the  Mayor  of  the  city  : 

Pkovidence,  May  2d,  1881. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  Crrv  of  Providencic  :— 

Sir:  The  Library  Committee  of  the  Rhode  Ishiud  Historical  Society, 
having  recently  learned  of  the  condition  of  the  earliest  book  of  records 
of  the  Town  of  Providence,  feel  il  to  be  their  duty  to  call  your  attention 
to  its  character  and  condition,  and  to  state  what  in  their  judgment  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done  in  order  to  preserve  it.  This  book  contains,  besides  its 
records  of  titles  and  transfers  of  real  estate  the  original  agreement  under 
which  the  second  comers  to  the  settlement  joined  the  First  Proprietors 
and  were  by  them  admitted  to  become  inhabitants.  It  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a  government,  a  pure  democracy  wherein  men  bound  themselves 
to  be  obedient  to  the  majority  of  masters  of  families  ojihj  in  civil  things. 
The  entire  separation  of  church  from  State  was  made  and  perfect  religious 
liberty  guaranteed.  This  document,  written  by  the  hand  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams, the  Founder  of  this  State,  stands  at  the  top  of  the  lirst  page  of 
this  book  and  bears  the  signatures  of  tliirteen  of  the  second  comers.  As 
to  its  present  condition,  it  is  entirely  removed  from  its  binding,  it  now 
having  no  covers  whatever.  Its  leaves  are  misplaced,  ragged  and  torn. 
Its  first  and  most  valuable  leaf  is  torn  entirely  asunder.  The  name  of  one 
of  the  signers  has  been  torn  apart,  and  is  now  illegible,  and  some  words 
have  been  torn  from  the  edges  in  sundry  places.  It  has  seemed  to  us  that 
unless  immediate  measures  are  taken  to  preserve  this  unique  and  precious 
volume  from  further  ruin  that  it  will  soon  be  among  the  things  of  the 
past.^  Hereon  Roger  "Williams  Avith  his  own  hand  wrote  the  dtH'lrinL-  of 
Religious  Liberty,  a  principle  wliich  has  since  become  the  corner-stone  of 
every  civilized  government  on  earth,  but  which,  when  he  wrote  it,  was  a 
tiling  unknown  to  men.  This,  we  say,  deserves  preservation  at  our  hands. 
Our  remedy  is,  that  each  of  these  precious  leaves  be  inlaid  in  paper  of  the 
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strongest  and  most  durable  texture,  by  a  workman  cunnin:^  in  this  art,  of 
•whom  there  are  several  in  this  country.  Every  irregular  edge  and  every 
letter  to  be  carefully  jpreserved  as  now,  and  then  that  the  volume  be 
strongly,  even  elegantly  bound.  This  can  all  be  done  without  removing 
the  volume  from  the  City  Hall  where  it  now  is,  to  be  kept  over  night,  and 
at  a  cost  which  is  small  as  compared  to  the  intrinsic  worth  of  the  precious 
relic.  Thus  will  be  preserved  to  our  remotest  posterity  this  memento  of 
the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  our  ancestors. 

Sidney  S.  Rideii,  ^  Library  Committee 
HoiiATio   KocKiis,  l  of  the 

Thomas  Dukeee,   j    Historical  Society. 

A  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Cit}^  Council  authorizing 
the  Kecordor  of  Deeds  to  carry  out  the  work  as  delineated. 
He  put  himself  in  communication  with  your  comniittec,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  most  skilful  work- 
man in  this  country  to  come  here  and  perform  the  work. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  Cabinet  is  constantly 
increasing.  Since  the  formation  of  this  committee  a  year 
and  three-quarters  since,  the  number  has  reached  to  nearly 
a  thousand  names  ;  and  now,  since  we  have  respectable  and 
quiet  quarters  for  them,  we  may  naturally  hope  for  a  much 
larger  increase,  and  we  confidently  expect  that  by  the  collec- 
tion and  preservation  of  tliese  historical  materials,  and  the 
arranging  and  placing  of  them  within  the  reach  of  such  as 
are  able  to  use  and  study  them ;  and  now,  by  })utting  our 
Cabinet  into  such  shape  that  students  can  read  and  study  in 
it — that  ultimately  a  much  higher  plane  of  historical  study 
will  be  developed  among  us,  and  where  there  is  now  one 
such  student,  there  will  then  be  twenty. 

The  accessions  to  the  Li])rary,  some  of  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  a  former  portion  of  this  re})ort,  have  been, 
whether  considered  in  the  aggregate  number,  or  in  detail, 
of  very  great,  consequence.  If  considered  in  the  aggregate, 
it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  our  former  Proceedings,  that 
with  a  single  exception  they  have  never  been  equalled. 
The  exception  was  in  the  year  1878,  when  a  single  indi- 
vidual presented  to  the  Society  3,3o0  pamphlets,  envelopes, 
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and  other  things.  By  these  reports,  it  appears  that  the 
number  of  accessions  for  1875  Avas  2,049  ;  for  ISTC),  1,819  ; 
for  1877,  1,300;  for  1878,  5,858;  for  1879,3,025;  Avhile 
for  the  current  year  the  number  has  reached  3,G0O.  This 
aggregate  number,  of  course,  inchides  objects  of  every  kind  : 
paintings,  bust,  engravings,  maps,  charts,  l)oolvS,  pam- 
phlets, curiosities,  etc.,  etc.,  as  have  all  such  previous 
enumerations.  A  careful  examination  of  the  Eccord  of 
Accessions  will  have  to  be  made  to  obtain  a  thorough  knr)w- 
ledge  of  the  nature  of  these  additions  ;  but  any  such  exami- 
nation M'ill  disclose  the  fact,  that,  considered  in  relation  to 
their  usefulness  in  completing  a  Khode  Ishuid  Library,  they 
have  not,  in  the  recent  history  of  our  Society,  heen  cfjualled, 
and  never  surpassed. 

In  the  matter  of  binding'  books,  little  has  been  done  other 
than  m  the  case  of  the  set  of  Providence  Journals  as  herein 
set  forth.  A  few  books  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  binders, 
but  are  unfinished,  and  do  not  therefore  come  within  this 
report. 

For  the  past  six  months,  the  labors  of  the  Lil)rarian  have 
been  confined  practically  to  the  sorting  of  the  collection  of 
Rhode  Island  Pamphlets,  and  to  the  making  of  a  card  cata- 
Wue.  We  reo-ret  to  say  that  but  little  has  been  accom- 
plished ;  probably  less  than  two  hundred  cards  have  been 
prepared,  and  it  is  yet  practically  impossible  to  find  any 
Ehode  Island  Pamphlet  unless  one  happens  to  know  where 
it  is. 

The  Library  Committee,  for  various  purposes,  have 
expended  the  following  sums  : — 

For  a  file  of  Providence  Journal,  1857-1880,  -     $25  00 

Binding  same,          -         -         -         -         -  -            75  00 

Numbering  shelves,      -         -         -         -         -  "         -  00 

Printing  Proceedings,       -         -         -         -  -          1-L>  ^^> 

Drawers  and  stand  for  catalo<^uc,           -         -  -       2o  o^ 
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Binding  books  (Browneirs  voucher), 
Engraving  two  seals,   -      '  -         -       .  -         - 
Painting  new  wood-work,  -         -         _         - 

Bkink  acknowledgments  for  Gifts,         _         _         _ 
Printing'  list  of  books  wanted,  -         -         -         - 

Printing  Ivules  and  Orders  of  Business, 

Scrap  Book  for  Portraits,  _         _         _         _ 

A  Librarian's  liecord,  ------ 

A  Treasurer's  .Vccount  Book,  -         -         -         - 

Sundry  small  items  for  the  use  of  the  Librarian 

and  Secretary,  -         - 
Restoring  two  paintings  of  Providence,    - 
Two  frames  for  same,  ------ 

Hanging  a  map,       -         -         .         -         -         - 


$85 

37 

6 

00 

5 

01 

27 

50 

4 

50 

o 

50 

3 

50 

4 

50 

5 

00 

33 

86 

19 

00 

5 

75 

85 

$477  58 


The  sum  necessary  for  these  expenditures  was  obtained  in 
the  foUowino-  manner  : — 


o 


Standing  appropriation  of  the  Society,  - 
Subscription  of  Mrs.  John  Carter  Brown, 
Appropriation    of  Society    for   publication   of  its 

Proceedings,  less  amount  unused, 
Appropriation  for  purchase  of  file  of  the  Journal, 
Appropriation  for  binding  same. 
Subscription  of  Smith  Owen,        -         -         - 
Subscription  of  Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
Received  from   an  exchange  of  a  set  of  Colonial 

Records,  - 10  00 

Received  from  a  sale  of  a  cop}"  of  the  Works  of 

Job  Durfce   --!---  '   2  00 

Received  from  the  s;de  of  5/-^  reams  printing  paj)er,       21  40 
Received   froii^    sale    of    live    numbers    Historical 

Magazine,  -         -         -         -         -         -         2  00 


-  $100 

00 

30 

00 

s 

-  145 

8G 

^   25 

00 

75 

00 

-   10 

00 

5 

00 
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Keceived  from  sales,  by  F.  J.  Sheldon,  of  sundry 

useless  articles,     -         -         -         -         -  $9  00 

Unexpended  balance   of  subscriptions  for  Fenncr 

portrait,    - 13  0() 

Horatio  Itogers,  one-half  of  balance  required,  -  14  GG 

Sidney  S.  Kider,  one-half  of  balance  required,      -  14  GG 

$477  oS 

Such,  then,  has  been  the  results  of  the  laljors  of  the 
Library  Committee.  Their  eiibrts  have  been  always  in  the 
direction  of  order  and  method ;  they  have  endeavored  to 
introduce  system  into  every  department  of  their  work.  In 
the  matter  of  accessions  they  have  endeavored  to  obtain 
such  things  as  were  needed^  and  could  l)e  obtained.  To  say 
that  they  have  met  with  many  disappointments,  is  to  recite 
the  history  of  every  human  efibrt,  but,  notwithstanding  all 
such  things,  they  claim  for  the  Society  a  year  of  solid  pro- 
gress— a  progress  creditable  alike  to  the  Society  and  to 
every  mdividual  member  of  it.  Let  us,  then,  relax  not  our 
eftbrts,but  unite  all  the  forces  which  as  a  Society'  we  possess, 
and  thus  enable  him  who  shall  write  the  history  of  the  Soci- 
ety during  the  coming  year  to  chronicle  another  period  of 
splendid  progress. 

Sidney  S.   Eideu, 
hokatio  kogeijs, 
Thomas  Dukfee, 

Library  Coriuiiittee. 
Providence,  January  10,  1882. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OX  GEXEALOGrlCAL 
RESEARCHES. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Genealogical  Researches,  has 
the  honor  to  report — 

Tliat  although  the  past  3^ear  is  marked  hy  no  great  sensa- 
tions in  their  department,  there  are  very  encouraging  evi- 
dences of  rapidly  growing  interest  in  all  that  relates  to 
f^Imily  histories  of  our  citizens,  and  that  a  large  amount  of 
thoroughly  good  work  is  being  accomplished,  which  will 
eventually,  and  probably  in  rapidly  increasing  progression, 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  public. 

It  is  perhaps  not  desirable  that  this  process  should  be 
hurried,  as,  although  all  such  publications  are  in  some  meas- 
ure useful  to  students,  the  more  thoroughly  matured  are 
vastly  more  so.  Every  year  is  now  producing  some  credit- 
able works,  and  the  last  is  not  Avithout  gratifying  indications 
of  progress. 

Your  Committee,  nevertheless,  take  leave  to  again  urge 
all  the  members  of  the  Society  to  cultivate  this  department 
of  our  duties  w^ith  unrelenting  assiduity,  and  to  be  constantly 
vigilant  in  preserving  from  decay  and  destruction  all  old 
documents  of  however  little  importance  they  may  seem, 
(and  even  those  not  old  will  one  day  be  so,)  and  provide, 
if  possible,  for  their  deposit  in  the  archives  of  the  Society. 
We  hold  this  work  to  be  no  more  than  a  discharge  of  an  ob- 
ligation we  have  solemnly  assumed  toward  the  public  and 
the  State,  in  compensation  for  the  privileges  of  our  incor- 
poration. 

We  take  leave,  also,  to  urge  upon  the  Society  and  its 
friends  who  may  be  liberally  disposed,  the  importance  of 
securing  for  our  library,  all  the  current  literature  on   this 
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subject.  Inasmuch  as  most  other  historical  publications 
are  accessible  in  other  libraries,  in  which  very  little  of  this 
kind  would  appear.  We  especiallj^  advise  that  the  set  of 
the  magazine  issued  by  tlie  New  York  Genealogical  Societ\' 
be  completed  if  possible. 

We  also  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  projected 
systematic  publication  of  the  Parish  Registers  of  England, 
which  cannot  but  l)e  of  vital  interest  to  all  citizens  of  Amer- 
ica who  trace,  bj'  any  line,  from  English  ancestry.  ^Vc  be- 
lieve tliat  the  possession  of  this  work  when  complete,  would 
contribute  very  essentially  to  the  tone  and  character  of  our 
cherished  Institution,  and  vastl}^  enhance  its  future  useful- 
ness. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  congratulate  the  Society  on  the 
progress  and  promise  of  our  favorite  piu'suit,  and  respect- 
fully submit  this  our  annual  report. 

^  Henry  E.  Turner, 

William  A.  jNIowr.y, 

Commlllee, 
January  10,  1882. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OX  PUBLICATIOX. 


.    The  Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  report — 

That  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  at  the  last 
annual  meeting  directing  them  to  designate  such  papers  as 
in  their  judgment  are  suitable  to  be  included  in  the  next  vol- 
ume to  be  published  of  the  Society's  collections,  would 
reconnnend,  as  desirable  for  the  contents  of  said  volume, 
Comers  Diary,  suitably  annotated,  and  such  materials  relat- 
ing to  the  Revolutionary  period,  as  may  be  drawn  from  the 
Hopkins  and  other  manuscripts  belonging  to  the   Society. 
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The  Diary  of  Eev.  Mr.  Comer,  if  printed,  Avould  be  sought 
for  by  a  numerous  class  of  readers  in  Ehode  Island  and  else- 
where, while  the  transcripts  from  Revolutionaiy  documents 
will  prove  valuable  and  intercstino-  contri!)utions  to  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  literature  of  a  highly  important  period  in  the 
history  of  the  State.  A  strong  desire  has  been  long 
felt  and  expressed  that  another  volume  of  the  Society's  Col- 
lections should  be  published.  This  is  also  the  wish  of  your 
Committee.  They  believe,  that  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Society,  a  volume  may  be  produced,  the  sales  of  which 
would  soon  re-imburse  the  cost  of  publication,  and  leave  a 
respectable  surplus.  Three  Annual  meetings  the  Committee 
on  Publication  have  recommended  the  printing  of  a  seventh 
volume  of  the  Society's  Collections.  They  now  renew  the 
recommendation,  and  wait  the  Society's  decision. 

John  R.  Bartlett, 
Edwin  ]M.  Stone, 

Committee. 


REPORT  OF  COMMriTEE  OX  BUILDING  AND 
GROUNDS. 


The  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds  respectfully 
report  that  the  expenditures  made  by  the  Committee  during 
the  year  1881,  are  as  follows,  as  per  vouchers  on  rile  with 
the  Treasurer  will  appear  : 

1881. 
January  11.     Paid  John  A.  Ilowland,  for  repairing 

the  furnace,   -  -  -       $9  50 

**  12.  Paid  W.  S.  Hogg,  for  care  of  grounds 
and  clearing  sidewalk  of  snow,  from 
July  1  to  December  31,  1880,       -       37   20 
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1882. 
January    2.     Paid  AV.  S.  Hogg,  for  care  of  grounds 
and  side  wal  k ,  fro  in  Ja  n  u  ar  \'  1 ,  1 N  8 1 
to  January  1,  1882,       -  -     $22  30 


$G9  00 

The  first  two  items  in  this  report  are  for  work  done  in 
1880,  the  bills  for  which  were  presented  for  payment  suhse- 
qiient  to  the  last  annual  meeting. 

For  the  Committee, 

Isaac  II.  Soutiiwick. 
Providence,  January  10.,  1882. 


EEPOET 

OF    THE     CO.ArMITTEE     OX    3LVHKIXG     THE     BURIAL     PLACE     OF 
MEN    SLAIX    IX    THE    GREAT    SWAMl'    FIGHT. 


The  Committee  who  were  charged  with  taking  measures  to 
secure  some  appropriate  memorial  for  the  spot  in  Xorlh 
Kingston  on  which  w^ere  buried  the  bodies  of  some  of  the 
white  men  who  wxre  slain  in  what  is  known  as  the  "  Great 
Swamp  Fight,"  have  given  some  attention  to  the  matter. 
The}"  find  that  the  proposal  of  such  a  memorial  is  favorablv 
regarded  by  the  proprietor  of  the  land  in  question,  and  also 
.by  many  citizens  of  the  town  who  live  in  the  vicinity.  The 
latter  express  the  opinion  that  the  town  will  ere  long  take 
some  action  for  carrvino-  into  elfect  the  views  and  wishes 
of  this  Society.  The  Conunittee  will  continue  to  give  atten- 
tion to  the  matter,  and  will  take  such  further  measures  for 
promoting  it  as  may  appear  to  them  to  be  necessary.     It 
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Avill,  however,  probably  require  a  little  time  to  call  attention 
to  it,  and  to  create  such  local  interest  as  may  be  needed  to 
secure  the  result. 

liespectfully  submitted, 

W.   Gammell, 

For  tlie  Committee. 
Providence,  January  10,  1882. 


REPORT   OF   THE  JOINT   CO^NOIITTEE   OX 
INTERNAL   I]MPR0VE:\IENTS. 


At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Society  in  Aj^ril  last, 
attention  wns  called  to  the  necessity  for  a  new  furnace,  and 
an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  that  purpose 
was  asked  and  granted. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  in  July  following,  nothing  hav- 
ing been  done  in  the  matter,  a  change  in  the  location  of  the 
furnace  was  suor^ested,  too-ether  with  certain  other  internal 
improvements.  These  suggestions  gave  rise  to  some  discus- 
sion, which  finally  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution ; — 

''Eesolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  the  following 
improvements,  viz.,  a  removal  back  of  the  inner  doors,  new 
curiosity  cases,  water  closet  and  conveniences,  new  furnace 
and  change  of  position,  are  all  desirable  and  necessary,  and 
that  the  (Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds,  together  with 
the  Library  Committee,  are  hereby  authorized  to  solicit  the 
funds  necessary  Ibr  the  accomplishment  of  the  changes,  and 
to  make  the  changes  during  the  present  summer,  if  possible." 

The  first  meeting  of  this  Joint  Committee  was  held  on  the 
1 7tli  September.     An  informal   conversation  took  place  in 
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regard  to  tlic  work  proposed  ;  nnd  in  regard  to  tlie  fnrnnce, 
it  was  resolved  to  o1)tain  the  opinions  of  the  most  experi- 
enced builders  and  architects  on  the  matter.  AVith  this 
object  the  Committee  adjourned,  to  meet  again  in  one  week. 
It  met  on  the  24th  September,  and,  acting  on  the  opinions  - 
of  seven  of  the  most  experienced  buiklers,  resolved  to  phice 
the  new  furnace  as  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  building  as 
possible,  to  place  two  registers  in  the  main  room  instead  of 
one  as  heretofore,  and  to  place  one  small  register  in  each 
ante-room,  where  none  had  before  been.  The  Joint  Com- 
mittee at  this  meetin<2:  organized  by  the  election  of  Chief 
Justice  Durfce  as  chairman,  and  Sidney  S.  Ivider  ns  Secre- 
tary, Two  members — ^Messrs.  Ixoyal  C.  Taft  and  Sidney  S. 
Ilider— were  appointed  to  contract  for  a  furnace,  and  to 
attend  to  the  settinii"  of  it.  This  sub-committee  entered 
into  a  contract  with  ^Ir.  Freeborn  Coggeshnll  to  place  a 
new  Lawson  Portable  Furnace,  with  a  tire-pot  diameter  of 
twenty-four  inches,  as  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  cellar  as 
possible,  in  a  pit  of  suitable  depth,  well  bricked  and  ce- 
mented, with  four  hot-air  pipes,  leading,  two  into  the  main 
room,  and  one  into  each  of  the  ante-rooms,  registers  for 
these  pipes  to  be  set  in  soapstone — every  beam  covered  with 
tin  where  it  seemed  to  be  required — and  a  new  cold-air 
passage  constructed,  taking  the  air  from  the  southerly  side 
of  the  building,  underground,  and  well  bricked.  The  old 
furnace,  with  all  the  debris,  was  to  be  removed,  and  the 
cellar  bottom  111  led  and  cemented. 

The  work  by  ^Ir.  Coggeshall  was  executed  in  the  most 
complete  and  ihoi'ough  maimer.  From  the  moment  of  the 
signing  of  the  contract  to  the  receii)t  of  the  bill  for  the  work, 
not  a  word  of  ex})lanation,  or  direction,  or  fault-finding,  was 
uttered.  ]\Fr.  Coggeshall  did  all  that  he  agreed  to  do,  and 
more  than  he  agr(HMl  to  do,  for  he  sent  a  carpenter  to  repair 
the  place  where  the  oKl  register  had  been,  which  he  was  ni>t 
bomid  to  do. 

The  objects  sought  for  in   this  change   of  position   in   the 
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furnace  were,  first,  ii  material  reduction  in  the  heat  of  tlie 
chimney,  which  passes  (lircctly  back  of  many  of  our  choicest 
books  and  pictures  ;  second,  a  better  dissemination  of  heat ; 
third,  the  dryinir  of  the  damp  air  of  the  celhir,  and  all  this 
with  a  considerable  saving  of  fuel., 

The  second  important  change  proposed  was  the  removal 
back  of  the  two  inner  doors.  The  vestibule  of  this  building 
was  a  most  awkward  and  useless  waste  of  room.  If  the 
two  onter  doors  were  open,  it  necessitated  the  locking  of  the 
two  ante-rooms,  or  of  exposing  their  contents,  as  well  as  the 
contents  of  the  vestibule  itself,  to  the  depredations  of  every 
passer  hy.  If  the  doors  were  closed,  then  the  passage  was 
simply  a  dark  entry  ;  and  finally,  no  one  could  enter  or 
leave  the  main  room  without  disturbing:  the  mcetinfr ;  and 
under  any  arrungenient,  the  two  ante-rooms  were  nsed  as 
simply  lumber  rooms,  whose  contents,  covered  with  the  dust 
of  years,  were  completely  inaccessible. 

The  problem  before  ns  was  to  transform  these  ugly  fea- 
tures into  thin!:!:s  of  beautv  and  utilitv.  With  this  end  in 
view,  we  caused  the  two  inner  doors  to  be  removed,  and 
placed  so  much  nearer  the  front  doors  as  to  throw  the  doors 
of  the  two  ante-rooms,  and  also  a  large  portion  of  the  ves- 
tibule, })ractically  into  the  main  room.  These  two  inner 
doors  were  then  hung  on  double-acting  butts,  enabling  the 
doors  to  be  swuno-  either  outward  or  inward  noiselessly. 
Substantial  shelving  for  books  was  then  i)laced  upon  two 
sides  of  the  left-hand  ante-room,  and  an  old  cabinet  which 
had  long  been  practically  unused  in  the  opposite  room  was 
removed  into  the  left-hand  room.  This  cabinet  was  then 
filled  with  Indian  relics  and  other  curious  things.  We  then 
caused  to  be  built  two  new  cases  for  curiosities,  to  be  placed, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  passage  which  formed  the  old  and 
useless  vestibule.  These  cases  are  closed  with  doors  of 
glass  and  cherry,  shallacked,  and  with  locks  upon  each. 
The  new  wood-work,  and  the  old,  was  newly  painted.  Gas 
jets  were  found  necessary  or  convenient  on  cither  side  of  the 
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new  doors,  and  three  such  have  been  added.  A  linoleiun 
floor  cloth,  neat  in  appearance,  was  placed  on  the  fioor  of 
this  new  vestibule,  thus  rendering  it  attractive,  and  deaden- 
ing the  sound  of  entering  or  of  departing  footsteps. 

For  the  purposes  of  order  and  convenience,  we  have 
caused  to  be  made  a  case  for  holding  keys.  Each  key  in 
the  building  will  herein  be  kept,  on  its  proper  hook,  with 
numbers  attached  to  eacli,  and  a  written  cliart  explaining 
where  each  belongs.  This  case  has  been  placed  in  the  left- 
hand  ante-room. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  this  work,  we  have  required 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars,  Avhich  has 
been  expended  in  the  following  manner : — 

EXPEXDITUIIES. 

A.  A.  White,  for  key  numbers — Voucher  Xo.  1, 

S.  P.  Eead  &  Co.,  carpenter's  work,  " 

D.  W.  Allen,  painting,  *' 

Tillinghast  Pirothers,  lloor  cloth,  *' 

Setli  j\I.  Yose,  hanging  pictures,  ** 

llobinson  Peirce,  carpenter's  work,  '* 

Spencer  P.  Pcad,  key  case,  *' 

Charles  Law,  gas  fixtures,  *' 

F.  Coggeshall,  furnace,  ** 
Graining  key  case  and  card,     - 

Total  expenditures,       -         -         -         -         -   $443  38 

To  meet  these  expenditures  there  was,  first,  an  ai)propri- 
ation  of  one  hundred  dolhu'S,  which  was*sup})lcmented  by  a 
liberal  subscription  from  sundry  individuals,  as  follows  : — 

Appropriation  by  the  Society,            -         -         -  ^1^^  ^'^ 

AV.  E.  Foster,  contribution,          -         -         -         -  2  00 

Simon  Henry  Greene,       -         -         _         -         -  5  00 

William  Goddard, 25  00 

Mrs,  Anna  A.  Ives, 25  00 


\0.    1, 

$2  50 

-  2, 

50  15 

"  3, 

10  33 

''    4, 

10  35 

-  7, 

1  35 

''  8, 

97  09 

'^  J>, 

()  ()() 

**  12, 

12  95 

-  13, 

250  00 

- 

2  00 
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Sullivan  Dorr,     -         -         -         -         -         -         -  $20  00 

William  Grosvenor,          -         -         -.       -        -  25  00 

Amos  D.  Lock  wood,    -         -         -         -        -        -  25  00 

George  K.  Cranston,        -----  5  00 

James  E.  Cranston,     -         -         -         -         -        -  5  00 

Henry  Lippitt,         ------  20  00 

Henry  J.  Stccrc,       .    -      ^ 25  00 

William  Gammcll,  -         -'       -  '      .         -         -  25  00 

Caleb  Seagrave,  -------  10  00 

Charles  E.  Carpenter,       -----  5  00 

Thomas  Durfee,  -         -         -         -         -         -        -  25  00 

Nelson  W.  Aldrich,          -         -         -         -        -  25  00 

Rowland  Hazard, -  25  00 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Eussell,         -         -        -        -  ■      -  ^^^  00 

B.  F.  Tharston, 5  00 

Edward  A.  Greene,          -----  10  00 

S.  R.  Dorrance,            ------  5  00 

Sidne}^  S.  Rider,  balance,         -         -    "     -         -  1  38 

Total  receipts,       -         -         -         -         -         -  $443  as 

Thus  we  have  accomplished  all  the  improvements  at  first 
suggested,  saving  only  a  water-closet  and  its  accompanying 
conveniences.  These  we  hope  at  some  future  djiy  to  obtain. 
These  considerable  improvements  have  been  paid  for  without 
trenching  upon  tfie  funds  of  the  Society  beyond  the  amount 
originally  appropriated,  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sidney  S.   Ridek, 

Seci^etaryofthe  Committee. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  KEPOIITS  OF  THE 
PROCUEATOIIS. 


ItErOlIT    OF    EllASTUS    PvICIIARDSOX,    OF   AVOOXSOCKET. 

The  chief  historical  event  at  "Wooiisocket  during  tlie  ])ast 
year  Avas  the  destruction  of  the  Friend.s'  Mceting-1  louse  l>y 
fire,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  May,  1881.  This  i)uild- 
ing  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  edifices  in  tlie  State. 
Many  of  its  timhers  were  hewn  and  i)Uiced  in  position  by 
the  earh'est  settlers  of  these  regions.  Eecruits  for  the  French 
and  Indian  War  and  prisoners  from  Gen.  Burgoyne's  army 
have  rei)osed  within  its  peaceful  precincts.  The  motiier  of 
Nathaniel  Greene,  and  still  hiter  a  signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  have  bent  in  silent  prayer  within  its  sac-red 
walls.  Here,  the  first  free  school  in  Xew  England  was  suc- 
cessfully inaugurated  ;  here,  before  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  written,  went  forth  grand  protests  against 
human  slavery  ;  here,  a  subscriber  to  that  immortal  docu- 
ment was  punished  for  refusing  to  manumit  his  slaves:  here, 
for  upwards  of  a  century  was  the  religious^  and  educational 
centre  of  the  region  now  comprised  within  the  counties  of 
Providence  and  Worcester;  here,  from  the  villages  and 
the  farhis  throu<>hout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Pdack- 
stone  valley  assembled  the  men  and  women  to  whom  our 
State  is  so  largely  indebted  for  its  present  noble  fame. 

So  oreat  was  the  influence  exerted  bv  this  Socictv  that  it 
was  with  extreme  dillicult}'  in  colonial  times,  that  other 
Christian  denominations  could  exist  in  its  vicinity.  Previ- 
ous to  the  Pevolution  a  Jxiptist  meeting-house  stood  a  short 
distance  to  the  south.  Among  its  pastors  was  Kev.  Jona- 
than Sprague.     Ikit  its  life  was  short.     It  was  taken  down, 
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ipany  of  its  timbers  Avcre  removed  to  Cumberljmd,  and  now 
form  a  part  of  the  "Elder  Ballon  ]\recting-IIou.sc."  A  por- 
tion of  its  steeple  was  used  as  an  ont-biiilding  on  the  farm 
of  the  late  INIark  Aldrich. 

It  would  delight  me  to  speak  of  the  noble,  devout  and 
self-sacriiicing  men  and  v»'omen  ^vhose  sweet  words  have  as- 
cended to  heaven  from  this  sanctuary,  their  names  are  to  us 
as  household  words.  But  on  this  occasion  I  must  confine 
myself  to  a  brief  account  of  the  venerable  structure  from 
which  so  much  o'ood  has  emanated. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Becords  of  the  Society  : 

"10th]\Io.,  (December)  9th,  1710.  Whereas  this  meet- 
ino^  has  had  a  matter  in  consideration  about  buildinc;  a  meet- 
ing-house  at  Woonsocket,  on  the  burj'ing-ground  lately  pur- 
chased, have  concluded  to  build  a  meeting-house  twenty 
feet  square,  and  John  Arnold  is  appointed  to  build  the  same." 

"10th  Mo.,  (December)  10th,  1727.  It  is  concluded  by 
this  meeting  that  a  small  meeting-house  be  built  adjoining 
to  the  meeting-house  at  Woonsocket." 

"11th  Mo.,  (November,)  1774.  The  committee  to  con- 
sider what  form  to  l)uild  the  Meeting-House  report  :  '  ^^'e 
have  met  and  considered  thereon,  and  it  is  our  judgment 
that  a  house  thirty-four  feet  in  length,  thirty-two  in  width, 
eighteen  and  a  half  feet  in  height,  be  built  of  wood,  at  the 
east  end  of  the  highest  part  of  the  House  now  standing 
there,  and  move  and  repair  the  said  highest  part,  and  make 
it  as  convenient  as  may  be  for  apartments  for  both  men  and 
women  to  transact  their  church  afiairs  in,  in  the  winter. 
Nevertheless,  we  submit  it  to  the  Monthly  ^Meeting.'  The 
report  was  accepted  and  Ezekiel  Comstock,  Jabcz  AVingand 
William  Bufium  were  appointed  a  committee  to  build  and 
repair  said  house  according  to  the  above  directions." 

"12th  Mo.,  (December,)  1775.  The  account  ofbuiKling 
and  rej)airing  Woonsocket  i\Ieeting-house,  was  accepted, 
which  amounts  £294   C)s.    Id,   L.    M.,   and  the    Preparative 
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Meetings  arc  desired  to  contribute  towards  the  same  and  send 
up  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Meeting." 

"12th  Mo.,  (December,)  184G.  The  Committee  appointed 
to  enlarge  and  repair  the  Meeting-IIouse,  report:  that  it  has 
been  enlarged  by  adding  twent}^  feet  in  the  middle  of  the 
main  building-,  the  old  ])art  at  the  west  end  beinii  I'emoved. 
The  building  is  now  iifty-four  feet  long  by  thii'ty-two  wide, 
with  a  porch  eighteen  feet  by  eight,  and  is  now  clapboarded 
jind  shingled,  with  new  windows  and  frames,  and  is  painted 
outside  and  inside  with  two  coats  of  paint.  The  whole  cost 
of  which  is  $1,1G6.00,  which  has  been  raised  by  subscription 
and  is  therefore  without  charge,  either  to  the  (Quarterly  or 
Monthly  ]Meeting.  In  conclusion,  the  Committee  deem  it 
proper  to  remark,  that  it  is  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the 
laudable  eilbrts  of  our  aged  friend,  Moses  Farnum,  in 
originating  the  Avork,  and  to  his  munificent  contribution  to 
the  necessarj^  funds  for  its  accomplishment,  that  we  arc  in- 
debted for  the  present  commodious  and  convenient  house. 
"  On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

"John  Osbokxe." 

The  foregoing  is  all  that  I  have  been  able  to  gather  rela- 
tive to  the  building  of  the  meeting-house. 

The  following  quotation  from  ii  letter  written  by  Eliza 
Osl)orne,  a  lady  to  whom  I  am  under  many  obligations  for 
assistance  in  historical  studies,  will  a  little  further  illustrate 
its  history  : — 

"  I  have  been  informed  that  the  yearly  meeting  was  held 
in  this  house  for  two  years,  while  Newport  was  in  ])ossession 
of  the  British  forces.  I  am  sure  it  was,  in  the  year  1781, 
having  learned  the  fact  from  reading  the  journal  of  a  friend 
tnivelling  in  the  ministry.  I  suppose  the  records  of  the 
yearly  meeting  would  decide  the  question." 
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REPORT     OP    I)R.     CHARLES     11.     FJSIIER,     OF     SCITUATE. 

My  opportunities  for  collecting'  historical  material  during- 
the  year  1881  have  been  very  limited.  Indeed  I  may  say 
my  duties  have  been  so  exacting  of  my  time  as  to  cut  off,  in 
a  great  degree,  my  opportunity  for  inquiry  and  for  search 
for  historical  material.  I  have  been  able  to  collect  onl}'  as 
follows  : — 

1.  A  Spelling  Book  of  148  pages,  published  in  Provi- 
dence in  1781.  Printed  by  Bennett  Wheeler  for  Calel) 
Greene. 

2.  Elements  of  Useful  Knowledge,  by  Noah  AVcbster, 
and  printed  for  Increase  Cook  in  1806,  in  two  volumes, 
comprising  432  pages. 

3.  A  volume  of  12()  pag*es,  octavo,  entitled,  "Letters  to 
Hon.  Caleb  Strong",  Governor  of  Mass.,"  ])y  Eev.  Samuel 
Whelpley,  upon  the  topics  of  War,  Capital  Punislnnent, 
etc.,  and  printed  b}^  Miller  &  Ilutchens,  in  1818. 

4.  A  volume  of  the  U.  S.  Telegraph  extra,  comprising 
thirteen  numbers  of  a  politictd  campaign  paper  publislied  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  in  1832,  illustrative  of  the  times  and 
doings  of  Wirt,  Calhoun,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and   others. 

5.  A  portrait  of  ^lasonry  and  Anti-Masonry,  as  drawn 
by  Richard  Eush,  J.  Q.  Adams,  AA^m.  Wirt,  etc.,  GO  pages, 
published  in  Providence  at  the  Advertiser  office  in  1832. 

6.  The  Charter,  and  Acts  and  Laws  of  llis  Majesty's 
colony  of  Rhode  Island.     Folio.     Newport,  1730. 

7.  The  Charter,  and  Acts  and  Laws  of  His  Majesty's 
colony  of  Rhode  Island.     Folio.     Newjx)rt,  1744-5. 

I  do  not  see  my  way  clear  in  regard  to  opportunities  for 
accomplishing  much  during  the  present  year,  but  shall  feel 
the  same  interest  that  I  have  heretofore. 
8 
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REPOKT  OF  HEY.  E.  11.  PORTEK 

I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  a  sin^^le  meetin^::  of  tlie 
Society  since  I  became  a  member  of  it,  and  on  this  account 
have  not  imbibed  its  spirit  sufficient!}^  to  be  a  very  vahiable 
procurator  during  the  year  of  my  appointment. 

The  field  ouHit  to  be  a  rich  one  in  historical  material. 
•  But  I  have  lately  l)een  able  to  procure  a  few  toAvn  documents, 
and  1  have  no  donbt  very  full,  if  not  complete,  sets  may  be 
obtained  with  more  thorough  search. 

I  lierewith  present  to  the  Society — 

1.  A  complete  set  of  Pawtucket  Town  Eeports  since 
the  consolidation  in  1874. 

2.  A  set  of  Pawtucket  Tax  Books  from  1868. 

3.  North  Providence  Tax  Books,  1870-3. 

4.  Pawtucket  School  Committee  Eeports,  1873-1881. 

5.  North  Providence  School  Committee  Eeports,  1851, 
'2,  '5,  '6,  '8,  '69,  71,  '74, 


KEPOIIT    OF    GEORGE    C.     MASOX,    OF    NEWPORT. 

"  During  the  past  year,  the  work  of  collecting  historical 
facts  and  the  })reservation  of  old  documents  connected  with 
the  history  of  Newjoort  and  the  State,  has  been  followed  up 
with  the  same  patient  care,  by  the  few  persons  in  this  vicinity 
who  ai-e  nlive  to  the  importance  of  niaking  such  collections. 
In  this  work  they  have  been  ably  seconded  by  the  ^'^cfrj)ort 
IIlMorical  Mufja-ine^  which  is  extending  its  influence,  and  is 
already  recognized  as  a  valuable  jmblication. 

One  of  the  leadinii-  historical  events  of  the  past  year  was 
the  visit  of  the  French  Delegation  to  the  United  States  to 
take  part  in  the  centennial  celebration  at  Yorktown,  in  Oc- 
tober last;  after  which  interesting  event  they  acce})ted  ;ui 
invitation  to  visit  Ehode  Island,  and  were  wannly  welcomed, 
both  in  this  city  and  in  Providence.     Unfortunatelv,  durini: 
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their  stay  in  N^ewport,  the  weather  was  not  propitious,  bnt 
this  did  not  wholly  prevent  their  visiting  many  places  of 
interest  in  and  around  the  city. 

Another  event  of  interest  was  the  dedicating  to  puhlic 
worship  a  new  Church  edifice,  to  commemorate  the  hirtliand 
good  works  of  William  Ellery  Channing,  who  was  born  in 
Newport  in  1780.  The  occasion  brought  together  a  large 
number  of  persons  from  abroad,  who  were  deeply  interested 
in  the  movement  to  pay  such  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  mem- 
ory of  one  ^vhose  name  has  become  so  widely  known. 

The  old  place  of  worship  of  the  Unitarian  Society  has  been 
sold.  It  will  probably  be  removed  from  its  present  site  and 
devoted  to  some  secular  use.  The  structure  itself  is  one 
that  should  interest  every  Rhode  Islander.  It  was  built  by 
the  Congregational  Church.  The  first  pastoi'  of  the  Church 
was  the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Clap,  who  was  ordained  in  1720,  and 
continued  over  the  Society  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1745.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  was  the  pastor 
of  the  Society  from  1770  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1N03  ; 
and  it  was  during  his  ministry  that  the  Rev.  George  White- 
field  visited  Newport.  While  here,  Mr.  Whiteficld  preached 
once  in  this  edifice,  once  in  the  Church  on  Clarke  street — 
then  the  Second  Conm-es^ational  Church,  over  which  the  Rev. 
Ezra  Stiles  presided,  and  which  is  now  owned  by  the  Central 
Baptist  Society — and  once  in  Elder  Thurston's  meeting- 
house. He  also  preached  in  the  open  air,  in  a  field  adjoining 
Dr.  Hopkins's  Church,  to  a  large  concourse  of  peoi)le. 

In  the  rear  of  the  Church  there  are  a  number  of  graves, 
including  that  of  Governor  Benedict  Arnold.  Whatever 
may  befall  the  Church  edifice,  this  resting-place  of  the  dead 
will  probably  never  be  disturbed." 


REPORT    OF    WILLIAM    J.    MILLER,    OF    lUIISTOL. 

"I  desire    to    communicate  a   fact    that  has  come  to   my 
knowledge,  as  to  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  Indian  Chief 
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Massasoit.  Historians  generally  fixed  the  time  as  the  sunri- 
rner  or  early  autumn  of  10(31.  In  my  "Notes  concerning 
the  Wampanoag  Tj-ibe  of  Indians,"  on  page  30,  following 
the  best  information  I  could  then  gather,  I  said  : 

"Massasoit  died  in  1(3()1.  Published  documents  prove 
him  to  have  })een  alive  in  ^lay,  IGGl,  and  very  proba1)ly  so 
late  as  September  of  that  year.  Jn  a  letter  from  Koger 
Williams,  of  the  date  of  December  13.  IGGl,  he  refers  to 
Massasoit  as  being  dead.  He  writes:  'Ausamaquin,  the 
Sachem  aforesaid,  also  deceased.'" 

On  page  32,  I  mention  the  bestowal  of  the  English  names 
of  Alexander  and  Philip,  b}^  the  Plymouth  Court,  upon 
Wamsitta  and  Pometacom,  sons  of  Massasoit,  at  their  I'e- 
quest. 

The  Hon.  John  Daggett,  of  Attlel)oro,  ]Mass.,  in  a  letter 
to  me,  referrino'  to  the  death  of  Massasoit,  savs  :  "  I  have 
the  means  of  approximating  very  nearly  to  the  date.  It  was 
customary  among  the  Indians,  (in  this  vicinity,  at  least,)  on 
the  death  of  one  of  the  family,  to  change  their  names  or 
their  habitations,  or  both.  On  the  happening  of  the  death 
of  Massasoit,  his  sons  requested  the  Plymouth  government 
to  bestow,  new  names  on  them,  in  compliance  with  this 
custom, 

"This/act  is  mentioned  by  the  old  historians,  but  not  the 
date.  Fortunately,  a  record  was  made  by  the  Plymouth 
government,  wdiich  I  will  here  copy  for  you  : — 

'''Jane  Gth;  1660,  At  the  earnest  request  of  Wainsitta, 
desiring  that,  in  regard  his  father  is  lately  deceased,  and  he 
being  desirous,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  natives^  to 
change  his  name,  that  the  court  would  confer  an  English 
name  upon  him,  which  accordingly  the}'  did.  and  thcroforo 
ordered  that  for  the  future  he  shall  be  called  Alexander 
Pockanoket,  and,  desiring  the  same  in  behalf  of  his  brother. 
they  have  named  him  Phillip — that  is,  Phillip  Pockanoket.'" 
Mr.  Daggett  adds  that  this  record  changes  the  conjectural 
date  of  Massasoit's  death,  and  reconciles  some  discrepancies 


EXTRACTS    OF    RErorwTS    OF    rilOCUUATORS.  01 

depending  Oil  the  time.  It  follows,  "that  the  good  ]\Ia.ss:i- 
sbit's  death  occurred  a  short  time  jjrevious  to  Jane  6^   IGGO.'' 

I  think  the  matter  is  worthy  of  notice,  as  "correcting 
history." 

Mr.  Loring  B.  Coggeshall,  who  owns  and  i-esides  upon 
tlie  "Narrows"  farm  in  this  town,  a1)out  a  mile  north  of 
Mount  Hope,  proposes  to  plant  a  young  oak  tree  upon  ^Nlount 
Hope  in  place  of  the  one  "  set  out "  by  the  Ilhode  Island 
Historical  Society  on  the  24th  of  August,  187 G,  to  com- 
memorate the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
King  Philip,  and  which  failed  "to  take  root."  He  takes  an 
interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  our  early  Indian  history, 
and  says  he  will  carefully  nurse  the  tree,  and  endeavor  to 
make  it  live  and  thrive. 


62  RHODE    ISLAND    IIISTOUICAL    SOCIETY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


Dr.  Bichmond  P.  Everett,  Treasarer,  in  account  icUh  the  Hkodf,  hlinid 

Historical  Societ'j. 

.  1881. 
July   28.     Interest  from  Life  Membership  Fund,  January  and  Julv,    S^^G  fil 

1882. 
Jan.   10.     BaLmce  on  hand,     -  -  -  -  -  -    900  00 


$93G  G4 


There  is  on  deposit  in  the  Providence   Institution 
for  Savings,  this  date,  Jan.  1882,  (8900.00). 


Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  \cith  the    Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 

1881. 
Jan.    10.     Balance  of  account,  _  .  .  -  -  $900  00 

1882. 
July   25.     Interest,  Providence  Institution  for   Savings,    January 

and  July,  1881,  -  -  -  -  -      30  lU 

§93G  G4 
RICII.MOXI)  P.  EVKHETT,    Treasurer. 

The  undersigned  have  compared  this  account  with  the   vouchers   and 
find  it  correct. 

H.  T,  lir.CKWiTii, 
John  V.  Walkkk, 
Lewis  J.  Chack, 

Audit  Committee. 


PROVIDENCK,  January  10,  1882. 
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Dr. 

1882. 
Jan.    10. 


Richmond  P.  Everett,   Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

Taxes  from  193  members,  at  §:5,            -  -            -      .$570  00 
♦*          "     members  overdue,          -            -  -                42  00 
*'           "     two  members  for  1882,       -  -            -            6  00 
Admission  fees  40  members,  at  $5,              -  -              200  00 
Collections  for  services  of  tlie  Secretary  in  tlie  Cab- 
inet, from  — 
Henry  J.  S  tee  re,             -            -            -  SoO  00 
Henry  T.  Beckwith.            -            -            -  50  00 
A.  B.  Dil^e.         -            -            -        .    -  50  00 
Rowland  Hazard,     -            -            -            -  50  00 
James  M.  Clark,             -            -            -  25  00 
Heni-y  L.  Kendall,                -            -            -  25  00 
William  Gammell,          -            -           -  25  00 
A.  1).  Lock  wood,    -            -            -            -  25  00 
Pkhvin  G.  Angell,           -            -            -  15  00 
H.  Conant,  -            -            -            -            -  15  00 
Smith  Owen,     -            -            -            -  15  00 
N.  W.  Aldrich,        -            -            -            -  10  00 
Cash,  B.  W.  Persons,               -            -  5  00 
Cash,  John  A.  Brown,       -            -            -  5  00 
Cash,  Cliristopher  Lippitt,      -            -  5  00 
H.  T.  Beckwith,  to  Treasurer,      -            -  10  00—     380  00 
Collections  for  the  payment  of  Akerman  &  Co.,  bill 
Jan.  10,  1881,  (collected  by  S.  S.  Rider)  : 
Mrs.  Anna  Ives,      .            -            -            -  .«;25  00 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Brown,       ...  25  00 
Mrs.  PI    G.  Russell,            -            -            -  25  00 
Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons,    -            -            -  25  00 
William  Goddard,               -            -            -  20  00 
George  T.  Paine,        ...  lO  00 
J.  J.  Cooke,            ....  5  00—     135  00 
Interest  from  Life  Membership  Fund,  -            -          36  64 
Sale  of  books,          -            -            -            -  -                  17  00 
Collection  from  S.  S.  Rider  and  H.   Rogers,  for  im- 
provement of  Cabinet,  January  5,  1882,  -            8  02 
Cash  advanced  by  Treasurer  to  pay  bills,  -                 56  57 


$1,460  23 
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Cr,  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  v:ith  the  Rhode  Inland 

Historical  Socieiy. 
1881. 
Jan.    14.     Cash  paid   Treasurer  for  money  advanced   by   him 

January  10,  1881,     -  -  -  -  -  $48  9:^. 

1882. 
Jan.    10.     Printinj^,  meetings,  postage  and  express, 
Building  and  grounds. 
Proceedings  for  1880  and  1881, 
Fuel,  gas  and  janitor,   -  -.  -  . 

Library  Committee,  .  .  .  . 

Secretary,  for  services  in  the  cabinet, 
Akerman  &  Co.,  bill,  binding,         .  -  . 

Internal  improvements  in  the  cabinet. 
Files  of  Providence  Journal,  -  .  . 

Magazines.  -  -  -  ... 

Binding  files  of  Providence  Journal, 

S  1,400  21 

KICHMOND  P.  EVERETT,    Treasurer. 

The  undersigned  have  examined  the  above  account,  comparing  it  witli 
vouchers  and  find  it  correct. 

H.  T.  Beckwitii, 
John  P.  Walkek, 
Lewis  J.  Ciiace, 

Audit  Conunittec. 
Pkovidexce,  January  10,  1882. 
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SOCIETIES  AND  IXSTITUTIOXS 


FROM  WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  DECEIVED. 


Am.  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Am,  riiilosophical  Soc,  IMiiladelpUia,  Pa. 

Aster  Library,  New  York  City. 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Public  Library,  '«  *• 

Brooklyn,  ]S'e\v  York,  Ciiurch  of  the  Saviour. 

Brown  University,  I'rovidence,  II.  I. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  III. 

Chief  Engineer   \Var  Dejiartnient,   Wash- 
ington, 1).  C. 

Delaware  Historical  Soc,  Wilmington, Del. 

Department  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  Interior,  "  '• 

Department  of  Agriculture,  "  " 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  3lass. 

Fiske  Fund,  Trustees  of,  I'rovidence,  K.  I. 

First  Churcli,  Boston,  ]Mass. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Iowa  State  Library,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Iowa  Churchman,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Kansas  Historical  Society,  Tojieka,  Kan. 

Little  Compton,   K.  L,   United  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

Royal    Historical    Society,    22    Albennirle 
St.,  W.  liondon,  England. 

Long  Island  Mistorical  Soc,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y. 

Old     Residents'     Historical     Association, 
Lowell,  Mass. 

JIass.  Historical  Soc,  Boston. 

Maine  Historical  Society,  I'ortland,  ^fe. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Haltimore,  Md. 

Jrassachusetts  State  Library,  Boston. 

Michigan  State  I.il)rary,  I-ansing,  >Iich. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  3Iiu. 

Monthly  Imlex,  New  York  City. 
9 


Xcw  England  Publishing  Co.,  Boston,  :Mass. 

X.  E.  Historic  Genea'l  Soc,  Bost«in,  Jhiss. 

Xew  Jersey  Hist'l  Society,  Newark,  X.  J. 

Xew  Mexico  Hist'l  Soc,  Santa  Fe,  X.  M. 

Xew  York  Historical  Society,  N.  Y.  City. 

X.  Y.  3IeteoroIog'l  Observatory,  X.  Y.  City. 

Xova  Scotia  Hist'l  Society,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

Oneida  Historical  Society,  Utica,  X'.  Y. 

Pennsylvania  Jiist'l  Soc,  I'hiladelpiiia,  Pa. 

I'rovidence  Athemeum. 

I'rovidence  Children',-  Friend  Society. 

I'rovidence  Public  Library. 

Prov.  Women's  City  3Iic^^ionary  Society. 

I'rovidence,  City  of. 

Quebec  Historical  Society,  Quebec,  Canadit. 

Redwood  Library,  Newport,  K.  I. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

R.  I.  State  Board  of  Healtii,  Providence. 

R.  I.  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Hist,  soc,  Prov. 

Ivliode  Island,  State  of. 

San  Francisco  ilercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion, San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Society  lor  the  I'reservation  of  Norwegian 
Antiipiities,  Kristiania,  Ntuway. 

State  of  Rhode  Island,  Pnn  ideuce. 

Southern  Historical  Society,  Riclunond,  Va. 

St.  .John's  Church,  Providence,  11.  I. 

United  States  Coast  Survey,  Prov.,  R.  1. 

A'crmont  State  Library,  Montpelier.  Vt. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,,Richmond,  Va. 

Weymouth  Hist'l  Soc  ,  Weynu)uth.  Mass. 

Wisconsin  Hist'l  Soc,  Madison.  Wis. 

Worcester  Soc.  of  Antiu'y,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Wyoming  Historical  and  GeoK>gical  Society. 
Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 

Yale  College  Library,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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PEESOXS 

FROM    WHOM    GIFTS   11  AVE    BEEN    RECEIVED. 


Adams,  George  .T.,      Providence. 
Allen,  Crawford  C.,  " 

Allen,  Zacluuiuh,  " 

Andrevvs,  Albert  L.,  " 

Angell,  Albert  X., 
Antbony,  Henry  B.,  " 

Anthony,  Mrs.  Siiriih  W.,  '* 
Aplin,  Charles,  " 

Arnold,  Miss  Cornelia,  Newport. 
Arnold,  Isaac  \.,  Cliica^^o. 
Arnold,  ]Mrs.  Samuel  (i.,  Newport. 
Austhi,  Jolm  Osborne,   I'rovidence. 
liiibcock,  Henry  II.,  Xew  Haven,  Conn. 
Kailey,  William  ;M.,  Trovidence. 
Bailey,  William  M.,  Jr.,     " 
Baker,  Edwin,  " 

Barstow,  Amos  C,  " 

Bartlett,  John  II., 
Beckwith,  Henry  T., 
Behrends,  Kev.  A.  .1.  F.,    " 
Bicknell,  Thomas  W.,  Boston. 
Bird,  Francis  W.,  Walpole,  Mass. 
Bishop,  Robert  R.,  Boston. 
Blake,  Charles,  I'rovidence. 
lilodj^et,  Samuel  C,    " 
Blood,  Rev.  L.  AV.,  Thomp-Jon,  Conn. 
Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  Boston. 
Brewster,  Rev.  J,  M.,  I'rovidence. 
Brinley,  Francis,  Newport. 
Brock,  H.  A.,  Richmond,  Va. 
Brown,  iVIiss  Adeline,  Providence. 
Browne,  William  E.,  " 

Bullock,  Miss. lulia, 
Burnside,  And)ros('  E.,  liristol. 
Burrougli,  (Jeori^e  A.,  Providence. 
BHrrou<,di,  Frank  'M.,  •' 

Buttre,  .1.  ('..  New  York  City. 
Butts,  .John  NV.,.Ir.,  Prt)vidouce. 
Cady,  R'ev.  .louathan,         *• 
Calder,  (icor^re  B.,  " 


Caldwell,  Rev.  S.  L.,  Pou?fhkeep<ie,  N.  Y. 
Capen,  Rev.  E.  II.,  Somervillf.-.  .Ala.-s. 
Carpenter,  (ieorge  31.,  .Ir  ,  Providence. 
Cartee,  Cornelius  Soiile,  Charlest'n,  Mass. 
Caswell,  Dr.  Edward  T.,  Providence 
Cowley,  Charles,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Chace,  Professor  George  I.,  Providence. 
Chace,  Lewis  .1.,  " 

Clieever,  John  H.  '• 

Clioate,  J.  H.,  New  York  City. 
Clarke,  James  M.,  I'rovidence. 

Clark,  Bishop  Thomas  M.,      •♦ 
I'lark,  Dr.  F.  ('., 

Cleveland,  Cyrus,  New  York  City. 
Combs,  HoHis  31.,  Providt-nce. 
Corliss,  William,  " 

(Jranston,  George  K.,    " 
Cranston,  James  E.,       '• 
Cudmore,  P.,  Faril)ault.  3Iinnesota. 
Culium,  George  W.,  V.  S.  A.,  N.  York  City. 
Dailey,  3Irs.  Albert,  Providence. 
Dean,  C.  W.,  Fall  River.  3Iass. 
l)e  Costa,  B.  F.,  New  York  City. 
Deni>;on,  Frederic,  Providence. 
Devlin,  John,  Pawtucket. 
Dorrance,  Sanmel  R.,  Providence. 
Dow,  Arthur  W.,  Ipswich,  3Ia^s. 
Doyle,  3Iiss  Sarali  E.,  Providence. 
Drowne,  3Irs.  Henry  B.,     " 
I>rowne,  Henry  T.,  New  York  City. 
Drowne,   Rev.   T.   StutVonl,    Garden    City, 

New  Y'ork. 
Drown,  3Irs.  J.  K.,  Providence. 
Dunster,  Dr.  Edward  S..  Ann  Arbor,  3Iich. 
Dunster.  Samuel,  .Vttleboro  Falls,  3Iass. 
Durfee,  Tliomas,  Provitleiice. 
Eiistman.  Samuel  C..      Concord,  N.  II. 
Eastman,  3lrs.  Samuel  C".,  " 
Eaton.  John,  Wasldngton,  D.  C. 
KIv,  Mrs.  William  D.,  I'rovivlenit?. 
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Everett,  Riclimond  1'.,  Providence. 

P^ajes,  Mrs.  William  V.,  Wai  len. 

Farnsworth,  Claudius  U.,  I'awtucket. 

FJ.-^her,  J>r.  Ciiarles  II.,  Providence. 

Fisher,  Dr.  N.  A., 

Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Koston. 

Foster,  M'illiani  K.,  Providence. 

Gamniell,  I'rofessor  William,  " 

Goddard,  William, 

Gorliam,  .John,  " 

Gorham  ^fanufacturing  Coinp'y,    " 

Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  JJoston. 

Greene,  3[rs.  Cornelia  E.,  I'rovidence. 

Greene,  F.  V.,  U.  S,  A.,  WashiujLCton,  D.  C. 

Greene,  (ieorge  II.,  Lansing,  ^Jlich. 

Greene,  (ieorge  W.,  East  (Greenwich. 

Greene,  .'<imon  Henry,  Kiver  Point. 

Greene,  William  II.,  Providence. 

Grosvenor,  Miss  Alice,      " 

Guild,  P.  A., 

Gulliver,  3Irs.  ]Mary,  Pawtucket. 

Hall,  Jlrs.  George  W.,  Providence. 

Hantfliond,  Thomas  S.,         ♦' 

Harkuess,  Thomas,  " 

Harlan,  Dr.  C,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Hart,  Charles,  Providence. 

Hart,  Charles  Henry,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hartshorn,  ]Mi>s  C.,  I'rovidence. 

Hazard,  Rowland,  " 

Hazard,  Rowland  G.,  Peace  Dale. 

Hazard,  Tiiomas  P.,  Newport. 

Hersey,  Dr.  George  D.,  Providence. 

Hinckley,  Frederick  A.,        " 

Hoadley,  Charles. I.,  Hartford,  Ct. 

Holbrook,  Albert,  Providence. 

Holmes,  :\Iiss  :M., 

Homer,  Joseph  W.,         " 

Hopkins,  Charles  W.,     " 

Horton,  Seth  J^.,  " 

Hougli,  Dr.  Franklin  B.,  Lowville,  N.  Y. 

Howlaud,  John  A.,  Providence. 

Hubbard,  L.  P.,  Sec'y  N.  E.  Society,  New 

York  City. 
Hunnewell,  H.  H.,  Boston. 
Hilling,  Kay  Greene,  Fitchburg. 
Hard,  G.  L.,  Providence. 

Jackson,  Pev,  Jlr.,         " 
Jackson,  ]Miss  Phebe,    " 
Jenks,  l»rof.  .J.  W.  P.,  Middlebury,  Mass. 
Jewett,  S.  L. 

Johnson,  C.  P.en.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pu. 
Joiinson,  Rev.  Elias  H.,  Providt'nce. 
Johnson,  Joseph  C.,  *• 

Johnson,  William  S.,  " 

Jones,  Charles  C.,  Jr.,  Savannah,  («n. 
Kendall,  V.  Redtitld,  Rutland,  Vt. 
Knowles,  John  P  ,  Providence. 
I-atour,  L.  A.  Huguet,  Montreal,  Canada. 


Laurie,  Pev.  Thomas. 
Lee,  William  II.,  New  York  City.  • 
Lester,  .1.  Erastus,  Providence. 
Little,  Mrs.  Soi)hia  L.,     "^ 
Livermore,  Rev.  S,  T.,  P.rldgt-water,  Mass. 
Lockwood,  ]\Irs.  Amos  D.,  Providence. 
]^ong,  .John  1).,  Boston. 
Lonsdale,  .John  F.,  Providence. 
Lyman,  Daniel  W.,  " 

Lyman,  31  rs.  Roland,  Lowell,  Masd. 
jNIacullar,  Parker  &  Co.,  Boston, 
iranchester.  Rev.  Alfred,  Providence. 
3rauran,  James  E.,  Newport. 
McCrillis,  Aaron  B.,  Providence. 
Pleader,  John  .1.,  " 

JMetcalf,  Jesse,  " 

3Iiller,  John  F.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Miller,  Stephen  B.,  Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Monroe,  Bennett  J.,  Bristol. 
Monroe,  J.  Albert,  Providence. 
]Morgan,  H.  IL,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Mowry,  Jabez  C,  N.  Snuthfield. 
IVIowry,  William  A.,         Providence, 
iyiiller,  Frederick, 
Nickerson,  Sparrow  H  ,  " 

Noyes,  Samuel  .Miller,  " 

Olney,  (leorge  JI.,  '* 

Olney,  James  H.,  " 

Pabodie,  B.  Frank,  " 

Pabodie,  Mrs.  Lucy  B.,  " 

Padelford,  Miss  Maria  L., 
Paine,  Mrs.  Amasa,  " 

Parish,  .Jeremiah  S.,  " 

Parsons,  Dr.  Charles  W.,  " 

Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  " 

,Peet,  Rev.  Stephen  I).,  Clinton,  Wis. 
Pendleton,  Rev.  William  IL,  Waketield. 
I'erry,  Amos,  Providence. 
Perry,  John  G.,  Waketield. 
Perry,  Bishop  W.  Stevens,  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Peters,  A.  IL,  Boston,  Mass. 
Pierce,  I^Lbenezer,  Freetown,  .Mass. 
Phillips,  Dr.  Henry,  .Jr.,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Plummer,  Israel,  I'rovidence. 
Preble,  (ieorge  Henry,  V.  S.  A.,  Brookliuo, 

Mass. 
Kead,  James  IL,         I'rovidence. 
Keid,  J.  A.  &  R.  A., 
Kein,  Einrich,  " 

Richards,  Rev.  C.  A.  L.,     " 
Richardson,  Erastus,  Woonsocket. 
Itider,  Si«lney  S.,  Providence. 
Uhodc   Islaml   M.   E.    (irand    Royal   Arch 

Chapter,  William  R.  (ireene,  G'd  Sec, 

Providence. 
Rhode  Island  Voung  Men's  Political  Club, 

Providence. 
Rogers,  IJev.  Charles,  London,  F.ng. 
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Root,  IJev.  J.  P.,  rrovicUnce. 

Kussell,  Charles  II.,  New  York  City. 

Sampsou,  Diivenport  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Scholfield,  A.  (i., 

Schonaviilfler,  Professor,  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 

Sharpc,  Luciaii,  I'rovidence. 

Sluiw,  JosepliA.,  " 

Sheridan,  Gen.  Piiilip  If.,  Chicago,  III. 

Shove,  Samuel,  Providence. 

Simmons,  J.  li.,  Xew  York  City. 

Shifter,  Edmund  F.,  Boston. 

Smith,  C.  Morris,  Providence. 

Smith,  H.  P.,  I'asvtucket. 

Southwick,  Isaac  H.,  Providence. 

Spencer,  J.  L.,  " 

Stanley,  Kev.  Edward  S.,   " 

Staples,  Rev.  Carlton  A.,  l>exington,  Mass. 

Steere,  Henry  .7.,         Providence. 

Steere,  Mrs.  Maria  P.,  " 

Steere,  Tliomas,  " 

Stockbridge,  Rev.  John  C.,  " 

Stockwell,  Tlionias  R.,  " 

Stone,  Pev.  Kdwiu  31.,  " 

Symonds,  Mrs.  .Jacob,  «' 

Taylor,  Rev.  .leremijih,  '• 

Temple,  Mrs.  Olive  G.,  " 


Tibbitts,  :>rrs.  Mary  P.,  Providence. 
Tilley;  It.  Harmnatt,  New|)ort. 
Titus,  Piev.  Anson,  Jr.,  Weymouth,  Mas.-. 
Tobey,  Mrs.  l^r.,         J'rovideuce. 
Traver,  'Sirs.  ]>r.  \Vm.  U.,  " 
Turner,  Alfred  T.,  l?oston,  .Mass. 
Updike,  George,  Providence. 
Vail,  l^isliop  Thomas  II.,  Topeka,  Kansas. 
Vallett,  J.  G.,  Providence. 
"Walflron,  David  A.,  " 
Wales,  Samuel  A.,    '* 
Walker,  .John  P.,      " 
Webb,  Rev.  S.H.,      " 
Webster,  Albert,  Boston,  :Mass. 
Weeden,  31  rs.  Caroline,  Cumberland  Hills 
Weeden,  Stephen  R.,  I'rovidence. 
Whitcher,  Rev.  W.F., 
Whitman,  3Irs.  A.  C,  Fiskeville. 
Williams,  X.  P.angs,  I'rovidence. 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Rrookline,  ."Mass. 
Wodell,  Kli,  Xortli  Westport,  .Mass. 
Wolcott,  Rev.  Samuel,  Cleveland,  O. 
Woodbury,  Rev.  Augustus,  Providence. 
Wood,  3lark  H.,  R.arrington,  R.  I. 
Young,  Rev.  Edward  J.,  Cambridge,  3Iaai, 


RESIDENT    MEMBEIJS. 
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ei,p:ct]:p. 

ELECT 

1881. 

Adams,  George  J. 

1880. 

1874. 

Addemiin,  Joshua  M. 

1859. 

1874. 

Aldricli,  Nelson  W. 

1880. 

1822. 

Allen,  Zachariali 

1876. 

1875. 

Ames,  William 

1873. 

187G. 

Angell,  Edwin  G. 

1874. 

183G. 

Anthony,  Henry  B. 

1874. 

1880. 

Antiiouy,  John  B. 

1857. 

1875. 

Aplin,  Cliarles 

1880. 

1881. 

Arnold,  James  N. 

1872. 

1874. 

Arnold,  Olney 

1879. 

1877. 

Arjiold,  Stephen  H. 

1880. 

1881. 

Austin,  John  Osborne 

18S0. 

1853. 

Bailey,  William  M. 

18G8. 

1881. 

Bailey,  Kichard  Arnold 

1873. 

1881. 

Baker,  David  S.,  Jr. 

1880. 

1872. 

Barrows,  Edwin 

1878. 

1881. 

Barrows,  Rev.  Comfort  E. 

1873. 

1831. 

Bartlett,  John  R. 

1880. 

1876. 

Barton,  Robert 

1878. 

1879. 

Barton,  William  T. 

1879. 

1881. 

Behrcnds,  Rev.  A.  J.  F. 

1880. 

1858. 

Binney,  "William 

1877. 

1873. 

Blodget,  Walter 

1879. 

1878.. 

Bogman,  Edward  Y. 

1879. 

1881. 

Bradley,  Charles 

1872. 

1846. 

Bradley,  Charles  S. 

1874. 

1380. 

Brayton,  "William  D. 

■  1877. 

1870. 

Brinley,  Francis 

1881. 

1875. 

Brown,  John  A. 

1881. 

1857. 

Brown,  Welcome  0. 

1879. 

1876. 

Bugbee,  James  11. 

1876. 

1881. 

Bull,  Isaac  M, 

1881. 

1878. 

Bull,  Samuel  T. 

1881. 

1878. 

Burroughs,  Frank  M. 

1874. 

ED. 

Barrows,  Daniel 
Calder,  George  B. 
Campbell,  Daniel  G. 
Campbell,  Horatio  N. 
Carpenter,  Charles  E. 
Carpenter,  Francis  W 
Caswell,  Edward  T. 
Chambers,  Robert  B. 
Chandler,  William  H. 
Channing,  William  F. 
Chace,  Lewis  J. 
Chace,  Jonathan 
Chace,  Julian  A. 
Chace,  Thomas  W. 
Claflin,  George  L. 
Clarke,  E.  Webster 
Clarke,  James  M. 
Clarke,  Sam  W. 
Clarke,  Samuel 
Clark,  Thomas  M. 
Clarke,  William  E. 
Coats,  James, 
Codman,  Arthur 
Colt,  LeBaron  B. 
Colt,  Samuel  P. 
Congdon,  Johns  II. 
Cranston,  Henry  C. 
Cranston,  George  K. 
Cranston,  James  E. 
Cressy,  Oliver  S. 
Cross,  William  J. 
Cushman,  Henry  I. 
Danielson,  George  W. 
Day,  Daniel 
Day,  Daniel  E. 
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1881.  DeWolf,  Dr.- Joliu  J. 

1879.  DeWolf,  Wiiithrop 

1881.  Dixon,  Nathan  F. 
1877.  Doringh,  Charles  11.  R. 
1877.  Dorrance,  Samuel  E. 
18.51.  Doyle,  Thomas  A. 

1875.  Dunnell,  AVilliani  Wanton 

1877.  Diirfee,  Charles  S. 
1840.  Durfee,  Thomas 
1838.  Dyer,  Elisha 

1873.  Eames,  Benjamin  T. 
1878  Elliott,  Albert  T. 
185G.  Ely,  James  W.  C. 
1862.  Ely,  William  D. 
1858.  Everett,  Richmond  F. 

1874.  Fairbrother,  Henry  L. 

1878.  Farnsworth,  Claudius  B. 

1882.  Faruum,  Alexander 
18 70.  Fay,  Henry  11. 
1878.  Fisher,  Charles  H. 
1881.  Foster,  William  E. 
1881.  F'urse,  Edmund 
1855.  Gammell.  Asa  Messer 

1875.  GamTnell,  Robert  Ives 
1844.  Gammell,  William 
1875  Gardner,  Henry  W. 

1880.  Goddard,  Francis  W. 

1881.  Goddard,  Moses  B.  I., 
1850.  Goddard,  William 
1878.  Goddino-,  Alvah  W. 
1858.  Gorham,  John 

1875.  Grant,  Henry  T. 

1881.  Greene,  Daniel  H. 

1878.  Greene,  Edward  A. 
187G.  Greene,  Henry  L. 
1874.  Greene,  Simon  Henry 

1877.  Greene,  AV.  Maxwell 

1879.  Greer,  David  H. 
1872.  Grosvenor,  William 
1872.  Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 

1878.  Hall,  Robert 

1881.  Ham,  Benjamin  W. 

1870.  Hammond,  Benjamin  B. 

1878.  Ilarkness,  Albert 

1874.  Harrington,  Henry  A. 


KLIXTKD. 

187.7.  Hartshorn,  Joseph  C. 

1871.  Hazard,  Rowlaml 

1881.  Hersey,  George  O. 

1873.  Hidden,  Henry  A. 

1873.  Hidden,  .Tames  C. 

1874.  Hill,  Thomas  J. 

1881.  Hinckley,  Frederic  A. 
1874.  Holbrook,  Albert 
1874.  Hopkins,  William  H. 

1871.  Hoppin,  Frederick  S. 
1880.  Hoppin,  William  W. 

1880.  Howard,  Albert  C. 
1843.  Ilowland.  John  A. 

1882.  Hoyt,  David  W. 

1882.  Jackson,  Rev  W.  F.  B. 

1807.  Jenks,  Albert  V, 

1870.  Jillson,  Charles  D. 

1881.  Johnson,  Joseph  C. 

1874.  Johnson,  William  S. 
1870.  Johnson,  Elias  H. 
1880.  Jones,  Augustine 
1867.  Keene,  Stephen  S. 
1873.  Kendall,  Hcm-y  L. 
1880.  Kenyon,  James  S. 

1876.  Kimball,  James  M. 
1879.  Knight,  Edward  B. 
1809.  Lester,  John  Erastus 

1879.  Lincoln,  John  L. 

1880.  Lippitt,  Christopher 
1878.  Lippitt,  C.  Warren 

1872.  Lippitt,  Henry 

1881.  Liscomb,  AVilliam  E. 
1881.  Littletield,  Alfred  II. 

1873.  Lyman,  Daniel  W. 

1877.  Mason,  Charles  F. 
1877.  :Mason,  Earl  Philip 
1877.  Mason,  Eugene  \V. 

1877.  :Mason,  George?  C. 
1881.  ^Mason,  John  H. 
1876.  Matteson,  Charles 

1878.  Manran,  Edward  C. 
1878.  Man  ran,  James  E. 
1867.  Meader,  John  ,1. 

1870.  Metealf,  Henry  B  ,  rawt'kct. 

1875.  Miller,  Augustus  S. 


IIESIDEXT    ME^^fBERS. 
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1873.  Miller,  William  J. 

1881.  Miner,  Francis  W. 
187G.  Moulton,  Sullivan 
1878.  Mowry,  William  A. 

1874.  Mowry,  William  G.  R. 
1877.  Muinford,  John  P. 

1877.  Muuro,  Bennett  J. 

1882.  Mnnroc,  Oliver  B. 
1880.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 
187(j.  Kickerson,  Edward  T. 
1874.  Nightingale,  George  C,  Jr. 
1880.  Noyes,  Samuel  ^[. 

1870.  Olney,  George  H 

1862.  Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 

1878.  Owen,  Smith 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  F. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 
1847.  Parsons,  Charles  W. 

1875.  Parsons,  Henry  L. 

1877.  Pearce,  Edward  D.,  Jr. 
1849.  Peckham,  Samuel  ^V. 
1875.  Pegram,  John  C. 
1880.  Peirce,  J.  Lewis 

1858.  Perry,  Amos 

1880.  Pen-y,  Marsden  J. 

1874.  Persons,  Benjamin  AY. 

1873.  Philips,  Theodore  W. 

1878.  Porter,  Emery  11. 
1880.  Potter,  Elisha  U. 

1880.  Potter,  Charles  L. 
1870.  Rawson,  Henry  M. 

1874.  Richardson,  Erastus 

1881.  Riciiardson,  Thomas  A.,  2nd 

1877.  Richmond.  Walter 

1878.  Rider,  Sidney  S. 
1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 
18CG.  Rogers,  Horatio 
1878.  Russell,  Levi  W. 
185G.  Sabin,  Charles 

1881.  Sackett,  Frederick  M. 

1877.  Seabiiry,  Frederick  N. 

1877.  Seagraves,  Caleb 

1881.  Shaw,  Joseph  A. 

1875.  Slierman,  William  O. 


ELECTED. 

1874.  Shedd   J.  Herbert 
1881.  ShefliC'ld,  William  P.,  Jr. 

1879.  Shepley,  George  II. 

1876.  Sherman,  Robert 

1880.  Simmons,  W.  Seabury 

1877.  Slater,  Horatio  X.,  Jr. 

1876.  Slater,  William  S. 

1875.  Smith,  Edwin  A. 

1873.  Smith,  Henry  F. 
1809.  Southwick,  Isaac  H. 

1874.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 

1876.  Spencer.  Joel  ^I. 

1880,  Spicer,  William  A. 

1881.  Spooner,  Henry  J. 

1877.  Stanhope,  Frederick  .\. 
1869.  Staples,  William 

1878.  Starkweather,  Joseph  U. 
1868.  Steere,  Henry  J. 

1879.  Stiness,  John  H. 
1880-  Stockwell.  Thomas  B. 
1881.  Stone,  Alfred 

1848.  Stone,  Edwin  M. 

1881.  Swinburne,  Henry  II. 

1856.  Taff,  Royal  C. 

1874.  Taylor,  Charles  F. 

1878.  Tillinghast,  James 

1877.  Thayer,  Thatcher 
1881.  Thomas,  Charles  L. 

1873.  Thurston,  Benjamin  F. 
1881.  Tilley,  R.  Ilammett 

1875.  Trippe,  Samuel  G. 

1874.  Turner,  Henry  E. 
1881.  Vose,  Rev.  James  G. 
1874.  Wales,  Samuel  II. 
1861.  Waterman.  Rufus 

1878.  Watson,  Arthur  H. 
1868.  Weeden,  William  B. 
1808.  Westcott,  Amasa  S. 
1881.  White,  Zebulon  L. 
1874.  Whitlbrd,  George  W. 
1881.  Williams,  Zephaniah 
1877.  Wilson,  George  F. 

1876.  Woods,  Marshall. 
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Jan.  IG,  1872. 
Jau.  17,  1872. 
Feb.  21,  1S72. 
April  3,  1S72. 
April  25,  1872. 
July  11,  1872. 
Jan.  29,  1873. 
July  11,1873. 
Jau.  2G,  1874. 
April  12,  1875. 
Jan.  29,  1S7G. 
April  11,  1877. 
Jan.  U,  1879. 
July  8,  1879. 
Oct.  16,  1879. 
Jan.  7,  1880. 
June  21,  1880. 
July  8,  1880. 
*  Deceased. 


George  T.  Paine, 
Ileury  T.  Beckwith, 
Willinin  Greene, 
Kowland  G.  Hazard, 
Holder  Borden  Bowen, 
A  mas  a  M.  Eaton, 
James  Y.  Smith,* 
Jarvis  B.  Swan, 
Benjamin  G.  Pabodie,* 
Albert  G.  Angell, 
William  Ely, 
Hezekiah  Conant, 
Samuel  G.  Arnold,* 
Amos  D.  Lockwood, 
Royal  AVoodward, 
Charles  Gorton, 
John  P.  Walker, 
Alexander  Duucan, 


Providence. 

Warwick. 
South  Kingston. 
Providence. 
North  Providence. 
Providence. 


Pawtuckct. 
Portsmouth. 
Providence. 
Albany.  N.  Y. 
Provideuce. 

Scotland. 


\ 


CO RUES PONDING     MEMBERS. 

ELECTED     1882.      FOR    mEVlOUS    LIST,    SEE    PUOCEEDIXGS    VOU    ISt^O-l. 


Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples, 
Rev.  Lcander  C.  Manchester, 
John  F.  Miller, 


Lexington,  Mass. 
Lowell,  Mass. 
"Washington.  D.  C. 
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PEOCEEDIJNTQS 


OF   THE 


i'1  ^f  ^Ir  (T 


1882-83, 


PROVIDENCE: 

P  R  1  K  T  E  D     F  O  li     THE      S  O  C  I  E  T  Y 

1883. 


OFFICERS 

OF    THE 

KFIODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY, 

Elected  January  9,    1883. 


President, 
WILLLUr    GAMMELL. 

Vice  Pres iden ts , 
FRA^XIS  BnixLEY,  Ciiakles  W.  Paiisoxs. 

Secretary, 
Amos  Perky. 

Treasurer, 
Richmond  P.  Evekett. 

STANDING      COMMITTEES. 

On  J^'^oniinaiionSf 
Albert  Y.  Jenks,  William  Staples, 

W.  ]\Lnxwell  Greene. 

On  Lectures, 

Amos  Perry,  Charles  AV.  Par-ons. 

William  Gammell. 
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On  Building  and  Grounds^ 

Isaac  II.  Southwick,  Henry  J.  Stecre, 

Royal  C.  Tuft. 

On  the  Lihrcrnj, 

Sidney  S.  Rider,  Horatio  Rogers, 

Thomas  Durfec. 

On  Pultlicatioiis, 

Charles  W.  Parsons,  John  II.  Stiness, 

Alexander  Farnnm. 

On   Genealogiccd  IicsearcJics, 

Henry  E.  Turner,  AVilh'am  A.  MoAvry, 

Bennett  J.  INIunro. 

Audit  Committee, 

Henry  T.  Beckwith,  John  P.  Y\^alker, 

Lewis  J.  Chace. 


Procurators, 


For  Newport, 
Bristol, 
Woonsocket, 
Hopkinton, 
Scituate, 
Pawtuclvct, 
Korth  Ki ngst o  w n , 


George  C.  Mason, 
William  J.  :Miller, 
Erastus  Richardson, 
George  11.  Olney, 
Dr.  Charles  H.   Fisher 
Rev.  Emery  II.  Porter 
David  S.  Baker,  Jr. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF   THE 


EHODE    ISLAND    HISTOEICAL    SOCIETY, 

1882-83. 


A  special  meeting  was  held  January  24,  1882,  when  Dr. 
Henry  E.  Turner,  of  Newport,  read  a  paper  on  the  Life  and 
Services  of  Governor  Samuel  Cranston.  The  President 
announced  the  followino'  named  ofcntlemen  as  Committee  on 

~  CD 

the  change  in  Constitution,  proposed  at  the  last  annual 
meeting:  Sidney  S.  Rider,  John  A.  Howland,  William 
Staples. 

At  a  special  meeting,  February  7,  Hon.  William  P.  Shef- 
field, of  Newport,  read  a  paper  on  Ehode  Island  Privateers 
and  Privateersmen. 

At  a  special  meeting,  Felnuary  21,  the  Secretary  read  a 
paper  giving  an  account  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  an 
ellbrt  to  secure  high  lands  in  the  north  part  of  this  city, 
including  the  French  camping-ground,  for  a  i)ul)lic  park,  in 
commemoration  of  our  French  allies  in  the  revolutionary 
war.  Letters  from  distinguished  gentlemen  favoring  the 
project  Avere  also  read.  The  subject  was  referred  to  the 
Special  Committee,  appointed  July,  1880,  consisting  of  Pro- 
fessor Gammcll,  Hon.  John  II.  Stiness  and  General  Horatio 
Kogers. 
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At  a  special  mcctino-,  ]Mai"ch  7,  ]Mr.  AV.  G.  R.  ^lowiy 
made  a  verbal  report  on  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  take  measures  to  remove  the  old  Indian  pottery-manufac- 
turino'  establishment  in  Johnston  to  Iloa,er  Williams  Park. 
Reuben  A.  Guild,  LL.  D.,  Librarian  of  J3rown  University, 
read  a  paper  on  the  first  College  Commencement  at  AVarren, 
September,  1769;  and  on  a  forensic  disputation  between 
James  M.  Yarnum  and  William  Williams  on  the  subject  of 
American  Independence. 

At  a  special  meeting,  March  21,  it  was  announced  that 
Hon.  ZACiiArtiAii  Allex,  LL.  D.,  President  of  this  Society, 
died  suddenly  at  his  residence  in  this  city  on  March  17lh. 
The  first  Vice  President,  Professor  Gammell,  gave  a  brief 
sketch  of  his  life  and  services,  and  offered  for  adoption  by 
the  Society  a  ]\Iemorial  Minute,  which  will  be  found  embod- 
ied in  the  annual  address  of  the  President,  delivered  in  Jan- 
uary, 1883.  Pemarks  were  made  by  Hon.  W.  AV.  Iloppin, 
Bishop  Clark,  Messrs.  Amos  Perry,  Charles  E.  Carpenter, 
James  IS^.  Arnold,  J.  Erastus  Lester,  and  Hon.  John  H.  j 

Stiness  ;  and  the  minute  Avas  unanimously  adopted.  j 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  April  4th.     Letters  were  i 

rcjid  from  Messrs.  Francis  Briniey,  and  George  C.  Mason,  i 

of  Newport,  and  Bennett  J.  Munro,  of  Bristol,  all  paying- 
tributes  of  honor  to  the  memoiy  of  the  late  President,  ]\Ir. 
Allen.     Messrs.  Addison  Q.  Fisher  and  Charles  II.  Smith,  : 

of  Providence,  were  elected  Pesident  ^Members,  and  Wilfred  ! 

H.  Munro,  of  Suspension  Bridge,  X.  Y,,  was  elected  Cor- 
responding Member. 

The  Kight-Peverend  Bishop  Clark  read  a  paper  on  Wil- 
liam Wheelwrio'ht,  the  iri'cat  South  American  benefactor, 
previously  a  resident  of  XewbvuTport,  Mass. 

At  a  special  meeting,  April  18,  Poyal  C.  Taft,  Esq.,  road 
a  paper  on  the  Introduction  of  AVoolen  manufacture  into 
the  L^nited  States. 

The  quarterly  meeting,  adjourned  from  July  4th,  was  hold 
July  11th.     The  Secretary  presented  a  copy,  s^nt  by  Mr. 
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Erastiis  Kichardson,  of  the  births,  m'Arriagos  and  deaths 
recorded  in  the  first  vohimc  of  Smithfield  records.  The 
special  committee  on  chang'e  of  Constitution,  proposed  at 
the  hist  annual  meeting,  reported  adversely  to  the  change. 
]\Iessrs.  William  AY.  Douglas  and  Jennison  C.  Hall,  of  Provi- 
dence, were  elected  Resident  Members  ;  and  ^Messrs.  Charles 
H.  Denison,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Charles  Henry  Hart,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Frederic  C.  Pierce,  of  Rockford,  III.,  were 
elected  Corresponding  Members. 

Professor  AVilliani  Gammcll  was  elected  President  of  the 
Society,  in  place  of  Zachariah  Allen,  deceased;  and  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Parsons  was  elected  Vice  President,  in  place  of 
Professor  Gammell.  The  newly  elected  President  made 
some  remarks,  explaining  his  views  of  the  duties  of  the 
office  and  the  qualilications  required  for  their  discharge. 

He  then  announced  the  death  of  Hon.  Elisiia  Peynolds 
PoTTEE,  a  former  Vice  President  of  this  Society,  v\-hich 
occurred  on  the  10th  of  April.  A  Memorial  Minute  was 
ofiered  by  the  Hon.  John  H.  Stiness,  which  will  be  found 
on  a  later  page  of  this  pamphlet,  in  the  address  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Pemarks  were  made  by  Judge  Stiness,  Hon.  John 
R.  Bartlett,  and  Hon.  Abraham  Payne;  a  letter  was  read 
from  Hon.  Thomas  C.  Amor}',  of  Boston  ;  and  ]\Ir.  S.  S. 
Eider  read  a  carefully  prepared  paper  on  the  writings  and 
various  services  of  Jud^e  Potter.  The  minute  was  unani- 
mously  adopted. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting,  October  3d,  the  Librarian 
announced  the  number  and  general  character  of  gifts 
received  durins:  the  last  three  months.  The  President 
called  attention  to  the  portrait  uf  our  late  President,  Mr. 
Allen,  presented  by  his  daughters,  and  read  the  following 
letter : 

"The  daughters  of  Zachariah  Allen,  late  President  of  the 
Rhode  Itiland  Historical  Socio!}',  desire  to  present  to  the 
Society  a  portrait  of  their  revered  father,  (painted  by  ^h\ 
Lincoln,)  as  a  memorial  of  him  and  of  his  undying  interest 
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in  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  and  in  those  principles  of 
.  soul-lil)erty  and  resistance  to  tyranny  (civil  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal; which  marked  the  foundation  and  the  building  up  of 
his  State. 

"Providence,  ord  Octo])er,  1882." 

After  remarks  by  the  President,  it  v/as  voted,  that  tlie 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  accepts,  with  special  grati- 
tude and  pleasure,  the  large  and  life-like  portrait  of  its  late 
venerable  President,  the  Honorable  Zachariah  Allen,  which 
has  been  presented  by  his  daughters;  and  it  assures  them 
that  this  valuable  gift  shall  be  carefidly  preserved,  in  mem- 
ory of  one  who  rendered  distinguished  services  to  this  Soci- 
ety, and  also  to  the  city  and  the  State  in  which  he  spent 
his  long  and  useful  life. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  change  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, proposed  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  was  adopted. 
Messrs.  Amasa  M.  Eaton  and  Stephen  H.  Arnold  were 
-appointed  Committee  on  Xecrological  Notices  of  members.* 

General  George  S.  Greene  was  appointed  as  a  committee 
to  act  in  behalf  of  the  Society  in  securing  certain  historical 
documents  from  the  pension  office  in  Washington. 

At  a  special  meeting,  October  31st,  the  President,  Profes- 
sor Ganimell,  read  a  paper  on  the  Confederation-Period  of 
the  Republic. 

At  a  special  meeting,  November  14th,  Rev.  Daniel  Good- 
win, of  East  Greenwich,  read  a  paper  giving  a  sketch  of 
the  life  of  Rev.  AVilliam  Smith,  D.  D.,  who  was  rector  of 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Wickford,  and  of  Trinity  Church,  New- 
port. 

At  a  special  meeting,  November  21st,  Rev.  George  E. 
Ellis,  D.  I).,  of  Boston,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  read  a  i)aper  on  "The 
origin  and  iNIethod  of  History." 

At  a  special  meeting,  December  12th,  Alexander  Farnum, 

*Mr.  E;itou  having  declined,  llcv.  E.  I^I.  Stone  was  appointed  by  tlio  rre>ident  in  liis 
place. 
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Esq.,  read  a  paper  on  tlie  Public  Life  and  Political  Genius 
of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

The  sixty-first  annual  meeting  was  held  January  9,  1883. 
The  Pi'esident  read  his  annual  address.  The  Secretary  pre- 
sented various  written  communications.  Reports  were  pre- 
sented from  the  Treasurer,  Committees  on  the  Liljrary,  on 
Publications,  on  Genealogical  Ivesearches,  on  Building  and 
Grounds,  on  Nominations,  and  on  Necrological  Notices,  and 
from  Messrs.  Pichardson,  Fisher  and  Porter,  Procurators. 
Mr.  Pichardson  presented  a  copy  of  the  records  of  town 
councils  of  Smithfield,  from  1781  to  1748  ;  and  genealogical 
information  relating  to  the  Arnold  family. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected, —  as  named 
on  pages  3  and  4.  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected 
Pesident  Members:  L^'man  Tvlapp,  Edwin  C.  Lamed, 
Hiram  Kendall,  Frederick  M.  Ballon,  M.  Joseph  Harson, 
Herbert  W.  Ladd,  Harry  Gregory,  John  W.  Slater,  D. 
Russell  Brown,  H.  Martin  Brown,  Charles  H.  Childs, 
Waterman  Stone,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  all  of  Providence  ;  Rev. 
Daniel  Goodwin,  East  Greenwich;  Joseph  Bridgham,  East 
Providence".  The  Rev.  George  E.  Ellis,  D.  D.,  of  Boston, 
was  elected  an  Honorary  Member;  the  Rev.  Stephen  D. 
Peet,  of  Clinton,  Wisconsin,  a  Corresponding  Member. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  was  directed  to  have 
printed  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Soci- 
etj^,  with  discretionary  power  to  summarize  any  part  of  said 
Proceedings,  except  that  the  President's  address  and  the 
annual  reports  of  standing  committees  shall  be  printed  in 
full. 

It  was  voted,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  devise  a  plan  to  meet  the  increasing  expenses  of  the 
Society. 
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ADDRESS    OF    THE    PRESIDENT. 


GenilGmeti.  of  the  Historical  Societi/ : — 

As  you  are  well  aware,  I  have  held  the  office  of  President 
only  for  six  months,  i  am,  therefore,  but  imperfectly  pre- 
pared to  present  to  you  any  full  account  of  the  progress  and 
condition  of  the  Society'.  In  accordance,  hoAvever,  Avith  the 
usage  of  your  presiding  officers^  I  will  make  some  brief  ref- 
erence to  such  events  and  incidents  of  the  past  year  as 
relate  to  the  studies  which  we  are  engaged  in  promoting. 

The  event  first  of  all  to  be  mentioned  at  this  annual  meet- 
ing is  the  death  of  our  late  President,  the  Hon.  Zachakiah 
Allen.  It  took  place,  almost  without  premonition,  on  the 
evening  of  Friday,  March  17th,  when  he  had  reached,  with 
vigor  scarcel}^  impaired,  the  unusual  age  of  eighty-six  years 
and  six  months.  On  the  evening  of  the  following  Tuesday, 
the  day  of  his  funeral,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  for  the  purpose  of  doing. honor  to  his  memory,  and 
recalling  the  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  his  native 
city  and  state  during  his  long  and  exceedingly  active  life. 
The  meeting  was  addressed  by  several  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety, and  the  following  Memorial  Minute  was  adopted,  viz.  : 

Zaciiariaii  Allen,  LL.  D.,  the  Presidcutof  this  Society,  died  in  Provi- 
dence, March  17,  1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years  and  six  months. 

He  was  born  in  Providence,  September  15,  1795,  and  was  descended 
from  ancestors  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town.  A  grad- 
uate of  Brown  University  in  the  class  of  1813,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1815,  he  would  long  ago,  had  he  continued  in  practice,  have  been  the  sen- 
ior member  of  the  legal  profession  in  Rhode  Island.  In  1822  he  engaged 
in  business  as  a  manufacturer,  and  in  this  he  contibued  to  the  cud  of  his 
life,  llis  tastes,  as  well  as  his  occupations,  early  led  him  to  devote  much 
utteution  to  physical  science,  and  especially  to  the  principles  of  mechanics 
and  their  application  to  the  industrial  arts.     These  studies  soou  gave  rise 
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.  to  far  broader  investigations  in  Mechanical  Philosophy,  of  which,  in  later 
years,  he  published  the  results  in  volumes  which  have  received  high  com- 
mendation. He  has  also  been  the  author  of  inventions  and  improvements 
in  machinery,  which  have  secured  for  him  a  wide  reputation  among  the 
votaries  of  science  antl  the  mechanic  arts. 

As  a  benefactor  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  always  lived,  Mr.  Allen 
holds  a  conspicuous  position  among  those  who  have  sought  to  promote  its 
highest  interests,  especially  for  his  zeal  in  maintaining  and  extending  pop- 
ular education,  and  encouraging  popular  industry,  for  his  public  spirit  in 
securing  some  of  our  most  important  public  improvements,  and  for  the 
labors  he  has  performed  in  founding  and  sustaining  several  of  our  most 
cherished  institutions  of  learning  and  benevolence. 

lie  became  a  member  of  this  Society  immediately  after  its  organization 
in  1822,  and  obtained  for  it,  while  iu  England,  the  materials  for  the  first 
volume  of  its  publications,  and  he  has  at  all  times  been  one  of  its  most 
active  and  useful  members.  He  has  assisted  in  gathering  its  materials  for 
local  history  and  in  promoting  all  the  objects  for  which  it  was  founded. 
He  has  prepared  numerous  communications  and  addresses  for  its  meet- 
ings, and  has  been  one  of  its  best  supporters  and  friends.  In  1870  he  was 
chosen  its  senior  Vice  President,  and  in  this  capacity,  for  considerable 
periods,  he  frequently  presided  at  its  meetings  and  had  charge  of  its 
affairs.  In  1880,  on  the  death  of  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  G.  Arnold,  he  was 
chosen  its  President.  The  tldelity  and  care  with  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  this  oflice,  the  time  which  he  has  given  to  the  Society,  and 
the  labor  which,  at  the  age  of  more  than  fourscore  years,  he  has  per- 
formed in  its  behalf,  have  not  been  equalled  for  the  same  period  by  those 
of  any  of  his  official  predecessors,  and  they  have  commanded  the  grateful 
admiration  of  all  his  associates,  who  now  place  upon  their  records  this 
brief  expression  of  the  appreciation  and  respect  in  which  they  hold  the 
character  and  services  of  their  late  venerable  President. 

The  Hon.  Elisha  Keyxolds  Pottek,  a  nieinber  of  this 
Society,  died  at  his  residence  in  Kingston,  April  10,  1882. 
He  had  performed  vahiable  services  relating  to  our  State  his- 
tory, and  was  well  known,  not  only  as  a  Justice  of  our  high- 
est court,  but  also  as  a  writer  on  professional  and  historical 
subjects.  At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Society  held  in 
July  the  following  record  was  adopted  in  honor  of  his  mem- 
ory : 

Korn  at  Kingston,  June  20.  1811,  endowed  with  the  prestige  of  his 
father's  name,  prepared  for  college  at  the  academy  in  his  native  village, 
graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1800,  he  entered  upon  the  study  of 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State,  October  y,  1832.     The 
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taste  for  historical  pursuits  was  developed  in  his  early  life,  and  in  him  we 
have  the  remarkable  instance  of  a  young  man  hardly  twent3'-four  years 
old  gathering  the  scattered  and  perishing  memorials  of  the  ancient  King's 
Province,  which,  in  1835,  under  the  title,  "  Early  History  of  Narragan- 
sett,"  he  gave  to  this  Society  for  its  third  volume  of  collections. 

Ill  1837,  as  the  result  of  diligent  research  and  careful  study,  he  prepared 
an  account  of  the  Paper  Currency  of  Khode  Island,  which  was  reprinted 
by  Mr.  Henry  Phillips,  Jr.,  in  his  "  Historical  Sketches  of  the  Paper  Cur- 
rency of  the  American  Colonies,"  and  again  reprinted,  enlar::ed,  and 
revised,  by  ]Mr.  Rider  in  his  series  of  Khode  Ishind  Historical  Tracts. 
Besides  these,  in  frequent  addresses  and  papers,  in  legislative  speeches 
and  newspaper  articles,  in  numerous  genealogies,  and  even  in  notes  to 
judicial  opinions,  he  has  largely  contributed  to  our  historical  literature, 
and  preserved  much  valuable  information  tiiat  might  otherwise  have  been 
lost. 

The  greater  part  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  public  service,  at  difiercnt 
times  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State;  during  one  session  in  Con- 
gress; for  five  years  as  Commissioner  of  Public  Schools;  and  for  the  last 
twelve  years  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  private  life  he  was  a 
kind  neighbor,  a  true  friend,  a  wise  counsellor,  and  an  honored  citizen. 
He  was  admitted  a  resident  member  of  tiiis  Society,  July  19,  1S32,  and 
from  1850  to  1855  lield  the  office  of  Vice  President.  For  love  of  his  native 
State,  for  honorable  public  service,  for  faithfulness  to  duty,  for  patience 
in  endeavor,  for  variety  of  learning,  for  probity  of  character,  for  abound- 
ing charity,  and  for  that  crowning  glory  of  man's  life —  the  earnest  effort 
to  make  others  wiser,  happier,  and  better  —  his  memory  will  long  be 
cherished,  and  his  beneficent  example  held  in  grateful  honor. 

The  other  members  of  the  Society  wlio  have  died  during 
the  year  are  the  Hon.  William  S.  Slater,  ^h\  AVilliain  H. 
Chandler,  Mr.  Royan\''oodward,  and  Mr.  Winthrop  DeWolf, 
of  whom  obituary  notices  have  been  prepared  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpose.  The  Corresponding 
Members  who  have  died  are,  Henry  AV.  Longfellow,  of 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  elected  July,  1838;  Frederic  Dc  Pey- 
ster,  of  New  York,  elected  in  April,  18GG;  and  Colonel 
Joseph  L.  Chester,  of  London,  an  eminent  American  gene- 
alogist, elected  in  April,  1871. 

Very  considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  histor- 
ical collections,  of  various  kinds,  which  are  contained  in  the 
cabinet  of  the  Society.  As  will  appear  from  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Library,  not  less  than  five  hundred 
aud  fortv-six  bound  volumes,  and  not  less  than  two  thousand 
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seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pamphlets,  that  are  deemed 
worth  preserving,  have  been  added  to  the  library ;  besides 
engravings,  maps,  and  carious  articles  of  historical  interest 
to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  seventy.  I  also  take 
great  pleasure  in  stating  that  a  well  executed  and  striking 
portrait  of  our  late  President  has  been  presented  to  the 
Society  by  his  daughters. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  quarterly  meetings,  the  Society 
has  held  ten  public  meetings  during  the  year,  at  which,  as 
also  at  one  quarterly  meeting,  papers  have  been  read  relat- 
ing to  historical  subjects.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
subjects  and  of  the  authors  of  the  papers  : 

I.  Governor  Samuel  Cranston,  by  Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner. 

II.  The  Rhode  Island  Privateers,  by  the  Hon.  AVilliam 
P.  Sheffield. 

III.  The  French  Camping  Ground  in  Providence,  and  its 
purchase  for  a  Public  Park,  by  several  members  of  the  Soci- 
ety. 

ly.  The  First  Commencement  of  Rhode  Island  College, 
by  Mr.  Reuben  A.  Guild. 

Y.  Services  of  the  Hon.  Zachariah  Allen,  b}^  several 
members. 

VI.  William  Wheelwright,  by  the  Rt.-Rev.  Thomas  M. 
Ckrk. 

VII.  The  Beginning  of  the  Woolen  IManufiicture  in  the 
United  States,  by  i\Ir.  Royal  C.  Taft. 

VIII.  The  Confederation  Period  of  the  Republic,  b}'  the 
President  of  the  Society. 

IX.  The  Rev.  Dr.  AYilliam  Smith,  by  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Goodwin. 

X.  The  Origin  and  Method  of  History,  by  the  Rev. 
George  E.  Ellis,  D.  D. 

XL  Public  Services  and  Political  Genius  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  by  ^Ir.  Alexander  Farnuni. 

These    papers    were    all    carefully    prepared,    and    were 


14  RHODE     ISLAND    HISTORICAL     SOCIETT. 

received  with  .marked  interest  and  approval  by  those  who 
listened  to  them.  Exercises  of  this  description  have  now 
become  a  part  of  the  regular  winters  work  "of  the  Society. 

Very  gratifying  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Libra- 
rian, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
in  the  important  work  of  arranging  and  cataloguing  the 
books,  pamphlets,  and  historical  materials  of  all  descrip- 
tions, which  have  been  accumulating  in  the  cabinet.  In  the 
limited  financial  resources  of  the  Society,  these  accumula- 
tions, for  a  long  time,  were  merely  recei\'ed  and  laid  away 
in  the  cabinet,  without  ckssitication,  and  without  any  proper 
catalofj^ue.  The  result  Avas,  of  necessitv,  that  verv  few 
among  us  really  knew^  what  had  come  into  our  possession, 
or  had  any  means  of  judging  of  its  value.  It  wa^  not  till 
the  creation  of  the  Committee  on  the  Libraiy  thai  these 
important  i)apers  were  thoroughly  examined,  and  a  begin- 
ning was  made  in  arranging  them  in  boxes  and  on  shelves, 
and  cataloo'uinjj- their  titles.  In  accordance  with  the  ])lan  of 
this  committee,  the  books  and  pamphlets  relating  esi)ecially 
to  Ilhode  Island, —  and  the.xe  constitute,  probably,  the  most 
important  part, —  are  now  put  in  order,  nnd  made  enlii-ely 
accessible  to  those  who  may  desire  to  examine  them.  Thi> 
work  should  go  on  till  the  cai'ds  of  the  catalogue  shall  con- 
tain the  title  of  every  article  of  importance  that  ha>  been 
deposited  in  the  cabinet.  A\'hat  has  aln.'ady  been  done. 
however,  is  quite  suihcient  to  render  the  material.s  for  our 
State  history  generally  available  for  purposes  of  consult:  - 
tion,  to  enable  us  all  to  judge  of  their  character  and  extent, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  suuiiest  the  numerous  dcticiencies 
i;liat  remain  to  be  supplied. 

Our  collection  of  books  relating  to  Khode  Island  Ikis  been 
greatly  increased  within  the  past  few  years,  in  response  to 
solicitations  which  have  been  made,  and  it  is  now  comi)ara- 
tively  complete.  But  very  many  pamphlets,  some  of  them 
of  considerable  importance,  are  btill  wanting.  It  is  desir- 
able that  we  possess  not  only  every  book,  but,  so  far  as  prae- 
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ticable,  every  pamphlet  that  is  worth  preserving,  which  has 
been  printed  in  this  State  or  concerning  the  State.  We 
wish  to  gather  here  everything  that  may  serve  to  ilhistrate 
the  civil,  social  and  domestic  life  of  those  who  have  gone 
before  us,  and  every  member  of  the  Society  renders  a  ser- 
vice who  procures  for  the  cabinet  articles  of  this  description. 
Such  things  are  still  to  be  found  in  many  a  home,  especialh' 
in  our  rural  towns,  and  we  need  to  set  on  foot  enquiries  and 
explorations  in  all  directions,  in  order  to  obtain  these  relics 
of  earlier  days. 

The  history  of  many  of  the  towns  of  Rhode  Island  has 
been  too  much  neglected  by  their  own  people.  In  not  a  few 
of  them  no  care  whatever  has  been  bestowed  upon  it.  The 
town  records  are  often  verv  measure,  and  those  of  churches 
and  other  local  institutions  are  still  more  meagre.  In  the 
States  that  border  upon  our  own  it  was  the  educated  clergy- 
man who  watched  over  and  guided  the  early  growth  of  social 
interests,  and  recorded  the  events  that  made  up  their  simple 
annals.  It  was  an  immense  misfortune,  in  many  dilierent 
ways,  that  our  State  had  so  few  men  of  this  class,  and 
indeed  so  few  educated  men  of  any  class,  in  her  rural  set- 
tlements. The  absence  of  such  men,  in  a  great  degree, 
accounts  for  the  imperfect  records,  alike  of  churches  and  of 
communities.  In  other  New  England  States,  the  church 
and  the  community,  for  a  time,  were  nearly  identical,  and 
the  clergyman  was  usually  the  leader  of  both,  and  constantly 
exercised  his  superior  intelligence  in  promoting  their  com- 
mon interests.  He  founded  the  schools  and  appointed  the 
teachers,  and  in  man}'  dilierent  ways  gave  to  the  social 
organization  of  the  town,  however  humble  it  might  be,  a 
dignity  and  an  importance  that  were  productive  of  the  best 
results.  Our  own  rural  towns,  in  early  times,  suiVered  very 
much  from  the  want  of  men  of  superior  knowledge  to  direct 
their  affairs.  The}'  were  controlled  by  unlettered  people 
who  knew  little  of  the  forms  of  business,  and  had  very 
imperfect  ideas  as  to  how  records  should  be  made  or  pre- 
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served.     Researches   into  early  local  history  have,  on  this 
account,  to  encounter  peculiar  difficulties. 

But  this  is  by  no  means  true  of  all  the  towns  whose  his- 
tory still  remains  to  be  Avritten.  There  is  certainly  no  town 
in  Ehode  Island,  and  there  are  very  few  in  New  England, 
which  can  furnish  materials  for  a  local  history  so  rich  in  inci- 
dents, so  diversified  in  all  social  interests,  as  Newport,  the 
ancient  capital  of  the  State,  in  early  days  the  home  of  wealth 
and  refinement,  and  the  metropolis  of  colonial  commerce. 
It  has  been  singularly  fortunate  in  many  ways  which  render 
it  peculiarly  inviting  as  a  subject  for  history.  It  was  set- 
tled by  people  of  superior  intelligence.  Its  ancient  streets 
and  outlines  of  every  kind  still  remain  not  materially 
changed  in  the  lapse  of  time.  Its  records  still  exist  almost 
unimpaired.  Its  original  buildings  escaped  the  devas- 
tations of  the  Indian  war  of  1676,  which  almost  annihi- 
lated Providence,  and  laid  waste  nearly  every  house  which 
had  been  built.  Its  harl)or,  witli  its  headlands  and  islands, 
is  still  the  same  as  when  it  was  first  entered  by  boat  or  ship 
of  civilized  man.  A  few  houses  are  still  standing  that  were 
built  by  the  original  settlers,  and  very  many  date  back  to 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  and  the  bemnninc:  of  the  eisrht- 
eenth  century.  Statelj'  mansions  once  owned  and  occupied 
by  representatives  of  the  British  crown  tell  how  rich  were 
the  revenues  then  collected  for  the  King.  The  leading  street 
has  scarcely  been  changed  for  more  than  a  century.  It  is 
lined  with  houses  which  were  once  the  homes  of  wealthy 
merchants  who  sent  packets  every  week  to  Liverpool,  and 
"whose  ships  brought  home  the  products  of  every  part  of  the 
world.  Here  is  Trinity  Church,  built  in  1702,  and  here  are 
the  Parade  and  the  ancient  State  House,  near  which  have 
been  enacted  scenes  of  extraordinary  local  and  public  inter- 
est. Here,  too,  still  linger  with  unusual  distinctness  tradi- 
tions of  the  elder  days  of  the  town,  which,  though  they  fall 
short  of  historical  truth,  yet  strikingly  illustrate  the  ancient 
life  and  manners  of  the  people.     Advantages  like  these,  to 
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conspicuous  on  every  hand,  would  seem  to  be  sufficient  both 
to  invite  the  labors  and  to  inspire  the  mind  of  the  historian, 
and  make  it  comparatively  an  easy  and  certainly  a  very 
attractive  service  to  write  its  history.  As  I  look  about  its 
streets  and  gaze  at  its  venerable  buildings  or  go  down  upon 
its  once  busy  wharves,  some  of  which  still  bear  the  names 
of  their  owners  as  they  were  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  I 
continually  wonder  that  no  son  of  Newport  has  felt  drawn 
to  the  work  of  preparing  the  histor}^  of  this  most  charming 
and  unique  of  early  New  England  towns.  I  had  long  hoped 
that  it  would  be  accomplished  by  my  lamented  friend  the 
late  Dr.  David  King,  who,  more  than  any  other  person,  was 
qualified  for  the  task,  alike  by  his  historical  studies  and  b}^ 
his  fine  appreciation  of  the  spirit  and  peculiarities  of  his  life- 
long home.  But  though  he  had  made  large  preparations  for 
such  a  work,  his  life  has  ended  and  his  generous  purpose 
has  not  been  fulfilled.  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  the  ear- 
nest hope  that  some  citizen  of  Newport,  with  suitable  quali- 
fications, will  soon  be  induced  to  make  use  of  the  materials 
that  may  ere  long  be  wasted  or  lost,  and  chronicle,  in  a 
worthy  manner,  the  instructive  and  fascinating  history  of  a 
town  whose  large  agency  in  the  early  formation  of  the  State 
and  in  the  subsequent  development  of  its  institutions  and 
interests,  has  never  been  fully  appreciated  or  understood. 

Among  the  chapters  in  such  a  work,  I  may  here  be  per- 
mitted to  suggest  that  more  than  one  should  be  devoted  to 
those  military  fortresses  which  long  ago  were  constructed  at 
the  mouth  of  Narragansett  Bay,  alike  on  the  islauds^and  on 
the  main  land.  Some  of  these  must  have  been  begun  early 
in  the  last  century,  and  have  been  designed  to  protect  the 
State  and  its  commerce  from  the  depredations  of  those  law- 
less cruisers  that  in  the  continental  wars  in  which  England 
was  involved,  hoisted  the  flag  of  every  one  of  her  enemies 
and  threatened  indiscriminate  destruction  to  all  English  set- 
tlements wherever  they  could  be  approached.  My  atten- 
tion was  last  summer  incidentally  called  to  the  historical 
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interest  which  attaches  to  these  conspicuous  features  in  the 
scenery  of  Newport.  An  eminent  and  veteran  oiHcer  of 
engineers  told  me  that  he  had  been  requested  to  write  some 
account  of  these  fortifications,  both  those  which  are  still 
used  by  the  government  and  those  which  have  long  Ijccn  in 
ruins.  When  young  he  had  spent  several  years  under  Gen- 
eral Totten  in  superintending  the  construction  of  the  present 
Fort  Adams,  but  he  then  learned  nothing  of  the  works 
w^hich  had  preceded  it  on  the  same  spot.  He  spoke  to  me 
of  the  subject  in  order  to  enquire  whether  the  archives  of 
the  Historical  Society  would  be  likely  to  afford  him  any 
assistance  in  his  researches.  I  was  not  a  little  troubled 
about  the  answer  which  I  was  obliged  to  make,  and  the 
conversation  only  gave  me  a  new  occasion  for  regret  that 
after  so  long  a  period,  some  of  the  most  interesting  passages 
in  the  local  history  of  our  State  still  remain  not  only  to  be 
written,  but  even  to  be  investigated. 

Our  relations  with  historical  societies  in  other  States  con- 
tinue to  be  of  the  most  friendlj^  character,  and  they  give 
rise  to  very  frequent  acts  of  courtesy  and  to  interchanges  of 
publications  in  which,  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  confess, 
we  usually  receive  rmich  more  than  we  have  it  in  our  power 
to  give  in  return.  It  will  perhaps  be  remembered  that  some 
two  years  ago,  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  distinguished  President 
of  the  Massachusetts  Plistorical  Society,  addressed  a  com- 
munication to  the  late  President  of  this  Societ}^  inviting  the 
co-operation  of  its  members  with  those  of  other  American 
historical  societies  in  furnishing  money  sufficient  to  place  a 
memorial  window,  in  memory  of  Sir  AValter  Ealeigh,  in  St. 
Margaret's  Chapel  at  Westminster,  London,  near  which  he 
was  beheaded  and  in  whose  crypt  he  was  buried.  Several 
of  our  members  joined  in  the  contribution  which  was  thus 
suggested,  and  the  requisite  sum  of  £G00  was  speedily 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Canon  Farrar,  the  well-known  rector 
of  this  ancient  "  Church  of  the  House  of  Commons."  The 
window  was   unveiled  on   Sunday,  the  1-ith   of   May  last, 
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when  Canon  Farrar  preaclied  a  sermon  appropriate  to  the 
occasion.  The  inscription  on  the  window  is  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Lowell,  the  American  Ambassador  in  London,  in  these 
words : 

"  The  new  world's  sons,  from  England's  breasts  we  drew 
Such  milk  as  bids  remember  whence  we  came; 
Proud  of  her  Past,  wherefrom  our  Present  grew, 
This  window  we  inscribe  with  Kaleigli's  name." 

In  the  preface  to  the  published  sermon,  the  genial  preacher 
expresses  the  following  kindly  sentiments:  "I  trust  that 
many  an  American  visitor  to  London  Avill  feel  some  pleasure 
when  he  sees  the  arms  of  the  United  States  emblazoned  on 
the  windows  of  an  English  church.  I  cannot  be  mistaken 
in  the  conviction  that  incidents  like  this  will  have  their  little 
share  in  linking  together  the  amity  of  nations, —  tico,  yet 
one, —  upon  whose  imion  and  faithfulness  depends,  in  no 
small  measure,  the  welfare  of  all  the  w^orld." 

Enquiries  into  family  genealogy  in  this  State  are  becom- 
ing very  frequent,  and  the  subject  is  attracting  much  atten- 
tion. It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  our  books  and 
papers  relating  to  this  subject  are  of  such  number  and 
character  as  to  render  much  assistance  in  prosecuting  gene- 
alogical enquiries.  The  visits  which  are  made  to  the  cabi- 
net for  this  and  similar  purposes  are  very  numerous,  and 
they  show  how  important  it  is  that  our  collections  continue 
to  be  daily  accessible  to  those  who  ma}^  desire  to  consult 
them.  Such  visits,  it  is  true,  consume  the  Librarian's  time, 
but  they  promote  -the  ends  for  which  the  Society  was 
founded. 

The  only  iniblished  contributions  to  our  local  history 
which  it  occurs  to  me  to  mention  as  having  been  made  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  are  contained  in  recent  numbers  of  Mr. 
S.  S.  Rider's  valuable  series  of  Historical  Tracts.  The  titles 
are,    "The  Planting  and   Growth  of  Providence,"  by  Mr. 
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Henry  C.  Dorr,  in  Tract  Xo.  15,  and  "A  Defence  of  Sam- 
uel Gorton  and  the  Settlers  of  Shawomet,"  ])ythe  late  Hon. 
George  A.  Brayton,  in  Tract  No.  17.  Both  these  interesting 
and  important  Tracts  were  originally  read  as  papers  at  meet- 
ings of  this  Society.  The  contents  of  each  of  them  were 
drawn  from  ori^final  sources  and  are  the  fruits  of  very  cred- 
itable  historical  research.  In  the  Tract  of  Mr.  Dorr  the 
reader  finds  a  sketch  of  the  original  site  of  Providence,  of 
the  lines  along  which  its  oldest  streets  were  opened  and  its 
original  houses  were  built,  of  the  relations  which  long 
existed  between  the  two  sides  of  the  river,  together  with 
illustrations  of  the  early  modes  of  communication  from  one 
to  the  other,  of  the  attempt  to  create  a  separate  town  at  Wey- 
bosset,  and  a  vast  amount  of  other  suggestive  information 
relating  to  the  development  and  growth  of  the  early  planta- 
tions. Intimation  is  also  given  that  a  later  Tract  will  contain 
some  account  of  the  men  most  prominent  among  the  popu- 
lation of  the  period. 

A  new  history  of  Providence,  I  think,  is  now  demanded 
to  meet  the  wants  of  a  new  generation.  The  accurate  and 
carefully  prepared  Annals,  of  which  the  late  Judge  Staples 
was  the  author,  terminated  with  the  formation  of  the  city 
government  in  June,  1832,  more  than  fifty  years  ago.  The 
book  is  now  out  of  print,  and  the  town  is  no  longer  the 
same  as  that  of  which  it  treats  ;  but  it  will  furnish  very 
important  materials  for  a  later  work,  prepared  according  to 
the  new  historical  methods  which  now  prevail,  and  brought 
down  to  a  period  much  nearer  the  life-time  of  those  whom 
it  is  designed  to  interest.  I  trust  that  such  a  work,  planned 
with  the  greatly  increased  advantages  which  now  exist  and 
executed  with  the  literary  skill  and  judgment  which  it 
requires,  will  soon  be  undertaken  by  competent  hands. 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  greatly  increased  attention 
which    is    now  bestowed  upon  American  history,   and  the 
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more  conspicuous  place  it  is  beginning  to  hold  both  in  the 
reading  and  the  education  of  the  American  people.  No 
other  histoxy  is  so  important  or  so  instructive  to  us,  as  that 
of  our  own  country,  and  it  is  a  proof  of  maturer  and  more 
independent  national  character  and  sentiment  that  we  are 
now  rapidly  out-growing  the  practice  of  studying  the  his- 
tory of  foreign  nations  to  the  neglect  of  our  own.  During 
the  past  year,  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  venerable  historian  of  the 
United  States,  has  published  two  additional  volumes  on  the 
"Formation  of  the  Constitution."  They  form  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  of  the  series  of  volumes  in  which  he  has  traced 
the  fortunes  of  his  country,  from  the  earliest  planting  of  the 
colonies  to  the  close  of  the  War  of  Independence,  and  now 
to  the  inauguration  of  that  constitutional  government  which 
has  conferred  such  transcendent  blessings  on  the  people  of 
these  American  States.  The  first  volume  of  the  series  was 
published  in  1834,  and  the  two  latest  were  published  last 
May,  when  the  author  had  nearly  completed  the  eighty-sec- 
ond year  of  his  life.  If  they  have  less  of  the  liveliness 
and  intensity  of  style  which  belong  to  his  early  writings, 
they  are  still  marked  by  the  same  accuracy  of  statement, 
the  same  copious  references  to  authorities,  and  the  same 
careful  continuity  of  narrative  which  have  given  character 
to  every  volume  of  his  History.  The  American  citizen  who 
wishes  to  know  in  what  manner  and  by  what  agencies  the 
country  secured  the  institutions  of  government  from  which 
its  prosperity,  its  greatness  and  its  place  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth  have  been  derived,  will  find  them  here  fully 
explained.  The  work  forms  a  fitting  close  of  the  historical 
labors  of  the  author,  which  began  more  than  fifty  3'ears  ago 
and  which  have  done  more  than  those  of  any  other  writer  in 
making  our  history  as  a  people,  known  alike  to  ourselves 
and  to  foreign  nations. 

Mr.  Bancroft  has  always  shown  a  spirit  of  candor  and 
kindliness  in  his  references  to  Ivhode  Island.  He  was 
among  the  first  writers  of  authority  to  appreciate  the  prin- 
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ciples  which  were  wrought  into  our  earliest  institutions,  and 
he  rendered  an  assistance  which  ought  not  here  to  be  for- 
gotten, in  rescuing  the  characters  of  our  founders  from  the 
obloquy  and  contempt  which  had  been  heaped  upon  them. 
In  these  closing  volumes  on  the  Constitution,  he  still  treats 
the  State  with  marked  indulgence.  The  period  to  which 
they  relate  is  one  in  which  Rhode  Island  appears  to  small 
advantage,  for  she  refused  to  have  any  share  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  National  Constitution,  and  did  not  unite  with 
the  other  States  in  adopting  it  for  a  year  and  three  months 
after  the  administration  of  President  Washins^ton  had  bcmui. 
This  discreditable  and  well-niHi  ruinous  conduct  of  the 
State  was  dictated  bv  the  narrow  ideas  and  iirnorant  con- 
ceits  which  then  held  its  people  in  bondage.  '  An  intoIHgent 
and  patriotic  minority  struggled  against  it,  but  they  Avcre 
continuall}^  overborne,  till  all  public  interests  were  blighted 
and  the  good  name  of  the  State  was  hopelessly  tarnished. 
The  historian,  had  he  chosen,  might  have  portrayed  the 
evil  influences  which  then  controlled  the  people,  and  made 
them  the  dupes  of  wrong-headed  and  ignorant  leaders.  Had 
he  done  so,  we,  of  the  present  generation,  could  not  have 
complained  for  it  would  have  been  well  deserved.  But  he 
did  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  has  not  written  a  line  in  dis- 
paragement of  Ehode  Island.  He  simply  states  the  foct 
that  she  did  not  assist  in  forming  the  Constitution,  and  was 
late  in  coming  into  the  completed  Union.  These  volumes 
undoubtedly  form  the  most  important  contribution  of  the 
year  to  the  literature  of  American  history. 

As  a  further  illustration  of  the  incrcasinir  attention  which 
is  now  oivcn  to  the  historv  of  the  new  world,  I  may  refer 
to  the  Prospectus  of  oMessrs.  J.  P.  Osgood  tSo  Co.,  of  Bos- 
ton, for  publishing  a  "Narrative  and  Critical  History  of 
America,"  in  eight  volumes,  quarto,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Memorial  Hi:story  of  Boston.  It  is  to  embrace,  in  dillorcnt 
degrees  of  fulness,  all  parts  of  the  continent,  but  to  be  more 
especially  concerned  with  those  portions  which  are  peopled 
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by  the  English  race.  It  is  to  be  prepared  according  to  what 
is  styled  the  co-operative  method  of  historical  composition. 
Its  several  divisions  are  to  be  entrusted  to  different  Avritcrs 
of  eminence  who  are  known  to  be  specially  familiar  with 
the  subjects  assigned  to  them,  and  the  whole  woi'k  is  to  be 
edited  and  controlled  by  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  the  learned 
Librarian  of  Harvard  University,  with  a  committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society  to  advise  and  co-operate 
with  him.  Each  volume  will  be  a  monograph  1)}^  itself, 
though  prepared  by  several  writers,  and  the  entire  work  will 
be  a  sort  of  Encyclopcedia  of  American  History,  a  record  of 
all  that  is  known  of  the  continent  from  the  time  when  it  w^as 
visited  by  civilized  nifui  to  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  Such  a  literary  undertaking  is  certainly  a  bold 
one  ;  but  it  has  been  be2:un  with  s^reat  vio^or  and  with  signal 
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promise  of  success,  and  it  is  alread}^  so  far  advanced  that 
one  volume  will  soon  be  published,  and  others  are  in  progress 
of  preparation. 

We  enter  to-day  upon  the  sixty-first  year  of  our  existence 
as  a  Society,  in  circumstances  very  encouraging  and  with 
prospects  specially  inviting.  We  number  on  our  roll  two 
hundred  and  sixty-two  names,  of  which  two  hundred  and 
forty-eight  are  of  Resident  Members,  and  fourteen  are  of  Life 
Members,  residents  of  all  parts  of  the  State.  The  accumu- 
lations of  historical  materials  already  made,  are  fast  filling 
the  available  space  in  our  cabinet,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
compelled  to  enlarge  its  dimensions.  We  hope,  also,  soon 
to  receive  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Joseph  J.  Cooke,  in  the  form 
of  books  of  the  value  of  five  thousand  dollars,  selected 
from  the  large  collection  made  by  him.  This  will  be  an 
accession  that  must  verj'  largely  affect  the  life  and  character 
of  this  Society.  A  body  of  men  so  numerous  and  intelli- 
gent may  certainly  be  expected  to  accomplish  something 
Avorthy  of  their  character  and  position  in  promoting  the  lib- 
eral objects  which  we  have  in  view.  These  objects  demand 
service  and  co-operation  and  pecuniary  contributions  in  car- 
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rying  them  foi-ward.  I  trust  we  sliiill  all  be  ready  to  do  our 
several  parts,  whether  of  contributiou,  of  labor,  or  of  inves- 
tigation and  study,  in  making  this  Society  an  honor  and  a 
blessing  to  the  institutions  and  the  people  of  Ehode  Island. 


EEPORT    OF    THE   COMMITTEE    OX   THE 
LIBEARY. 


The  Library  Committee  beg  leave  to   present  the  follow- 
ing as  their  annual  report  for  the  year  1882  : 

Mr.  Amos  Perry  was  continued  in  the  office  of  Librarian 
during  the  year.  The  work  of  this  officer  was  confined, 
during  this  })eriod,  to  the  selection  from  the  vast  mass  of 
material  now  in  this  building,  of  such  books  and  pamphlets 
as  relate  to  Ehode  Island  history,  placing  them  upon  the 
shelves,  and  in  the  boxes  prepared  for  them,  and  making  a 
card  catalogue  of  them.  This  card  catalogue  has  been  thus 
constantly  growling,  and  while  we  know  well  its  impcrfec-  • 
tions,  yet  we  may  now  confidently  claim  that  at  no  time 
during  the  sixty  years  through  which  the  Society  has  existed 
have  its  collections,  so  far  as  they  relate  especially  to  our 
ow^n  Sta':e,  been  as  accessible  as  they  now  are.  It  is  with 
pleasure  that  your  committee  are  now  able  to  say  that  the 
great  difficulty  in  finding  what  we  call  Ehode  Island  pam- 
phlets, an  evil  wdiich  they  mentioned  in  their  last  annual 
report,  is  now  in  a  groat  measure  removed.  Of  course  your 
committee  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  thinking  that 
this  work  of  cataloguing  has  been  in  any  sense  accomplished. 
On  the  contrary,  they  think  it  is  only  just  begun,  and  at 
the  rate  at  which  we  are  proceeding,  years  of  persistent, 
patient  labor  must  be  devoted  to  it. 
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Heretofore  your  committee  has  directed  all  its  efforts  to 
the  bringing  together  of  such  books  and  pamplilets  as  relate 
particularly  to  Khode  Island  historj^  This  policy  was  pur- 
sued under  the  impression  that  such  historical  material  would 
be  the  first  which  would  be  here  sought,  and  thereafter  the 
most  frequently  in  use,  and  that  the  sooner  it  could  be  made 
available  to  seekers,  the  more  directly  and  quickly  the  best 
interests  of  the  Society  would  be  subserved.  By  the  pursu- 
ance of  such  a  policy,  your  committee  do  not  wish  to  incur 
censure  for  not  estimatinf^:  at  its  full  value  the  larfre  mass  of 
other  historical  material  gathered  here.  On  the  contrary, 
they  believe  it  possesses  a  very  high  historical  value,  not 
only  in  itself,  but,  also,  as  collateral  to  our  Ehode  Island 
department,  and  should  be  made  tributary  to  it.  Your 
committee  feel  the  liveliest  interest  in  having  it  arranged 
and  catalogued,  so  that  its  great  value  may  be  made  mani- 
fest. Time,  money  and  patience  are  all  your  committee 
can  at  present  suggest  as  remedies. 

The  project  of  printing  lists  of  such  books  and  pamphlets 
as  were  particularly  needed  to  fill  the  vacant  places  in  the 
library,  which  was  carried  on  for  a  time  with  apparent  suc- 
cess, was  not  during  this  year  continued.  Nevertheless, 
your  committee  feel  that  if  our  members  could  be  induced 
to  give  but  a  moment's  attention  to  these  necessities  as  stated 
in  the  lists,  great  good  w^ould  certainly  result  from  their 
publication. 

At  the  July  quarterly  meeting  the  Society  directed  the 
closing  of  the  librar}^  on  Saturday  afternoons  during  certain 
months  of  the  year.  This  has  been  done,  and  in  addition  a 
vacation  of  two  weeks  was  a'iven  the  Librarian,  durinir 
which  time  the  library  was  closed.  At  all  other  times 
throughout  the  year  it  has  been  open  in  accordance  with  the 
published  notice. 

Shelving  has  been  placed  in  a  portion  of  the  west  ante- 
room, and  available  room  was  thus  found  for  a  larire  collec- 
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tion  of  pamphlets  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  which  had 
long  been  stored  in  the  gallery.  By  this  change  we  obtained 
room  for  an  accumulation  of  bound  volumes  of  newspapers. 
In  the  course  of  this  removal  of  pamphlets  many  scarce 
things  of  value  were  found, —  two  of  exceeding  value  ;  one, 
an  uncut  copy  of  Mason's  Pequot  War.  'J'his  Trnct, 
described  by  Mr.  Trumbull  in  the  Brinley  catalogue  as  being 
(in  the  uncut  state)  excessively  rare,  brought  at  auction,  at 
that  sale,  eighty- five  dollars ;  Mr.  Mcnzies'  copy  brought 
forty  dollars ;  and  about  the  same  time  a  copy  was  sold  in 
New  York  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.  Ours  is  an 
uncut  cop3\  Surely  such  nuggets  deserve  at  our  hands 
some  care.  The  other  Tract  to  wdiich  we  referred  is  Increase 
Mather's  Brief  History  of  the  War  w^ith  the  Indians  in  New 
England,  a  small  quarto,  printed  in  London,  1676.  ^Ir. 
Brinlcy's  copy  of  this  rare  Tract  sold  for  upwards  of  thirty- 
seven  dollars  ;  his  copy  of  the  Boston  edition,  printed  in  the 
same  year,  sold  for  two  hundred  and  sixty  dolhirs.  In 
1875,  at  the  sale  of  the  Menzies'  libraiy,  a  copy  of  the  same 
edition  as  ours  sold  for  seventy-nine  dollars.  In  a  note  to 
that  copy  Mr.  Sabin  questions  the  existence  of  a  Boston 
edition,  which  three  3^ears  later  he  found  at  the  l^rinley  sale  ; 
according  to  Lowndes,  previous  to  1859,  but  three  copies 
(and  all  like  ours)  w^cre  known  to  have  been  sold  in  England. 
We  have  placed  inexpensive  bindings  upon  them. 

The  requirement  for  shelf-room  is  apparent.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  in  the  near  future  room  will  be  required  for 
the  gift  of  five  thousand  dollars  in  books,  left  to  the  Society 
by  the  late  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  Should  we  get  them,  there 
is  positively  no  place  in  which  they  can  be  suitably  an-anged. 
An  effort  is  to  be  made  to  obtain  the  very  large,  and  very 
valuable  collection  of  books,  pamphlets,  broadsides,  and 
other  materials  which  formed  the  portion  of  tlie  library  o{ 
the  late  C.  F.  Harris,  relating  to  the  rebellion  in  the  south. 
As  collateral  to  the  subject,  ]\Ir.  Harris  gathered  the  histo- 
ries and  literary  works  of  negroes,   everything  obtainable 
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•  iiboiit  slaves  and  slavery,  great  numbers  of  books  concern- 
ing the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  in  French,  German,  Dutch, 
and  other  languages, —  a  very  large  number  of  Confederate 
State  documents,  and  publications  issued  in  the  southern 
States,  during  the  progress  of  the  war.  AVe  need  not  tell 
you  that  this  collection  is  even  now  of  Yery  great  value. 
We  believe  that  the  history  of  the  rebellion  will  be  the  great 

,  historical  study  in  this  country  for  a  century  to  come.  In 
Europe  the  greatest  interest  is  manifested  in  these  affairs. 
What  immense  value,  then,  as  years  roll  on,  will  pertain 
to  these  treasures  !  Fragile  as  they  are,  and  consttintly  pur- 
sued by  their  persistent  enemies,  the  ignorant  rag-picker, 
by  fires,  by  mould,  and  by  damps,  their  ranks  are  being  con- 
stantly thinned,  while  the  number  of  those  who  desire  to 
possess  them  will  constantly  increase.  It  may  confidently 
be  predicted  that  aien  are  now  present  who  will  see  the 
values  of  these  little  Tracts  increased  to  many  times  their 
weight  in  gold.  It  is  too  early  to  state  the  probable  result 
of  this  effort,  whether  success  or  defeat  awaits  it ;  but  we 
earnestly  hope  that  the  co-operation  of  every  member  will 
be  given  to  the  end  that  success  shall  be  the  certain  result. 
Should  we  fortunately  obtain  the  collection,  which  Avould 
require  at  least  twenty  cases,  we  should  be  at  once  confronted 
by  the  question  of  space  for  shelves. 

We  are  well  aware  that  for  many  years  this  chronic  com- 
plaint of  a  lack  of  room  has  been  annually  repeated,  and 
that  nothing  has  been  done  further  than  to  avail  ourselves  of 
re-arrangements  of  the  waste  room  in  the  building,  and  we 
are  also  aware  that  something  more  can  be  done  in  this  way, 
but  beyond  all  this  we  firmly  believe  that  a  considerable 
increase  of  shelf-room  should  be  provided,  either  by  a  new 
building,  or  by  an  enlargement  of  the  present  one,  and  it 
is  the  earnest  hope  of  your  conunittee  that  during  the  com- 
ing year  something  may  be  done  to  give  the  form  of  action 
to  this  most  pressin<r  need.  The  shclvinir  in  this  buildins: 
was  made  many  years  since,  and   before  much  thought  had 
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been  given  to  such  matters;  it  is  not  well  adapted  to  our 
present  requirements, —  desirable  as  it  is  for  us  to  gather 
together  the  things  which  relate  to  our  local  history,  and 
catalogue  them  in  a  single  index ,  yet  the  work  cannot  go  on 
for  lack  of  room  for  arrangement. 

The  entire  number  of  accessions  during  the  year  appears 
to  have  been  2,880,  comprising  books,  pamphlets,  letters, 
hand-bills,  minerals,  and  other  articles  of  every  kind.  The 
system  of  enumeration  is  the  same  as  that  pursued  for  many 
years  in  the  annual  reports  of  former  Cabinet  Keepers,  and 
being  the  same,  affords,  possibly,  a  safe  basis  of  comparison 
with  the  accessions  of  former  years.  Nevertheless  it  is  bad, 
and  conveys  a  very  incorrect  impression  of  the  actual  gain 
wdiich  the  library  has  made.  Thus  a  dozen  monthly  maga- 
zines are  made  to  represent  possibly  a  hundred  and  forty- 
four  accessions,  while  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  a  dozen 
volumes  are  added  to  the  library.  State  documents  given 
us  for  distribution,  and  but  a  single  copy  of  which  remains 
in  the  libraiy,  have  always  been  enumerated  in  full  num- 
bers. It  is  suggested  that  this  system  be  abandoned,  and  a 
more  accurate  and  rigid  one  substituted  for  it. 

It  has  always  been  the  custom  in  our  annual  reports  to 
make  particular  mention  of  some  of  the  more  interesting 
accessions.  Chief  among  them  is  the  line  life-sized  portrait 
of  Mr.  Allen,  our  late  President,  presented  to  the  Society 
by  his  daughters.  It  was  painted  by  ^Ir.  J.  S.  Lincoln. 
We  have  also  received  a  photograph  of  Professor  J.  Lewis 
Diman,  and  copies  of  two  miniatures  (one  by  ^lalbone) 
said  to  be  portraits  of  General  James  ^I.  Yarnum.  If  the 
genuineness  of  these  miniatures  were  established  they  would 
be  exceedingly  interesting. 

A  very  valuable  engraved  portrait  of  Washington  is 
among  our  accessions.  The  portrait  is  a  mezzotint  engrav- 
ing, from  a  drawing  by  Alexander  Campbell,  publis^hed  in 
London,  England,  in  177").  This  was  very  early  in  the  War 
of  the  Kevolution.     The  enirravino:  is  interes»tin;^  not  onl\ 
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on  account  of  these  eircumstances,  but  also  on  account  of  its 
exceeding  rarity,  forAvliich  reason  it  possesses  a  high  money 
value.  It  needs  cleaning  and  some  reparation  to  make  it  quite 
perfect.  It  was  given  to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Ilallworth,  a 
young  artist  who  recently  died  in  this  city.  Mr.  Hall  worth 
was  an  Englishman,  and  one  day  while  walking  the  streets 
of  London,  seeing  this  paper  in  a  pile  of  ashes,  he  picked  it 
out,  and  brought  it  to  America.  Let  us  hope  it  will  here 
receive  that  care  and  attention  which  its  distini2:uished  char- 
acter  demands. 

In  the  depai'tment  of  engravings  another  notable  addition 
has  been  made.  It  is  the  eno^ravinij,-  by  ]Mr.  J.  Kidder  from 
his  own  painting  of  the  "  September  Gale  of  1815."  The 
scene,  as  vou  all  know,  is  the  oTcat  brid2:e  in  the  centre  of 
this  town.  Proof  of  the  rarity  of  this  engraving  may  be 
found  in  the  foct  that  apparently  this  is  the  first  copy  which 
has  found  its  way  to  our  cabinet.  It  has  certainly  been  long 
considered  to  be  very  rare. 

An  excellent  painting  of  the  portion  of  Providence 
around  Fox  Point  and  India  Point  and  the  district  extend- 
ing thence  north- westerlj^  has  been  purchased  for  the  Soci- 
ety by  a  few  of  our  members.  It  was  painted  by  ]\Ir. 
Kinsley  Gladding,  about  the  year  1850.  Mr.  Gladding, 
while  not  a  professional  artist,  was  nevertheless  very  skill- 
ful with  the  brush  and  pencil,  and  this  is  a  good  specimen  of 
bis  work. 

Three  enofravino:s  of  the  city  of  Providence  have  been 
given  us.  Two  represent  the  city  in  1849,  and  one  in  1882, 
this  latter,  a  birds-eye  view  of  great  extent  from  near  Pros- 
pect park. 

Unquestionabl}^  the  most  curious  and  interesting  accession 
is  a  small  almanac,  printed  by  Hugh  Gaine  in  Xew  York  in 
1789,  which  was  used  by  the  Keverend  Doctor  Ezra  Stiles, 
then  President  of  Yale  College,  as  a  private  diary.  There 
are  several  entries  which  throw  a  peculiar  light  upon  the 
domestic  life,  the  opinions,  and  the  inner  character  of  the 
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author.  Here  is  an  entry  which  takes  us  into  the  family  of 
the  President  and  shows  us  how  they  busied  themselves 
winter  evenings.  The  doctor  records  that  he  bought  200 
lbs.  flax  at  from  4  pence  half-penny  to  5  pence,  and  that 
winter  his  wife  spun  GO  yds.,  his  girls  50  yds.,  his  sister  25 
yds.,  total,  135  yds.  ;  28  yds.,  at  5  d  Table  Vi,  1  yd.  wide  ; 
12  at  8  d  Bed  Tick.  The  Doctor  saw  a  picture  of  General 
Washington,  whereupon  he  records  this  couplet; 

"Behold  the  man,  Cohirabia's  Pride  and  Boast, 
"His  head  a  senate,  and  his  arm  a  host." 

which,  he  says,  he  spoke  extemporaneously,  on  viewing  the 
picture.  He  makes  the  note  that  Marietta,  Ohio,  possessed 
1,100  inhabitants  at  the  time  Gen.  Yarnum  died,  and  that 
600  of  them  attended  his  funeral.  He  says  that  there  were 
in  1789  in  Massachusetts,  320  Congregational  Pastors;  1G5 
or  170  in  Connecticut;  100  in  New  Hampshire  ;  30  in  Ver- 
mont ;  and  7  in  Rhode  Island.  Of  these,  he  says  he  "  don't 
believe  25  are  xVrminians."  An  examination  of  this  little 
book  will  disclose  many  interesting  remarks  made  b}^  the 
learned  and  curious  author. 

In  the  department  of  genealogy  the  accessions  have  been 
a  little  better  than  last  year.  The  library  has  been  increased 
by  the  addition  of  family  histories  of  the  following  names  : 
Dunster,  Guild,  Hale,  Hull,  Clarke,  ^IcDonald,  Montague, 
Leete,  Evelyn,  AVarren,  Yarian,  Yoorhis,  Taft,  Sabin,  Peck, 
Southwick,  and  perhaps  others.  Several  of  these  books  were 
privately  printed,  and  not  for  sale,  the  editions  being  strictly 
limited.  Of  the  Evelyn  family  but  two  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  were  issued.  Of  the  McDonald  there  were  but  one 
hundred  and  fifty  copies,  and  none  of  either  for  sale.  This 
is  a  respectable  increase,  but  this  department  of  the  library 
needs  strengthening  very  much.  The  study  of  family  his- 
tory is  increasing  very  rapidly,  and  it  is  much  to  be  hoped 
that  some  plan  may  be  devised  b}^  which  more  books  on  this 
sul)ject  can  be  obtained,  either  by  exchange,  by  solicitation, 
or  by  purchase. 
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Unquestionably  the  volume  -among  these  family  histories 
possessing  the  most  general  interest  is  the  ''Evehns  in 
America."  Several  of  these  people  were  officers  in  the  Brit- 
ish army;  they  made  maps  of  campaigns,  kept  diaries  of 
events,  maintained  correspondence, —  all  of  which  has  been 
now  first  printed  in  the  appendix  to  the  book.  Some  of  the 
correspondence  rehites  to  General  Prescott  whom  Barton 
captured.  There  are  man}'  portraits,  not  the  least  interest- 
ing being  that  of  General  Charles  Lee,  which  was  at  first 
intended  as  caricature,  but  which  has  now  come  to  be 
regarded  as  the  best  existing  likeness.  The  author  says  : 
"General  Lee  vras  a  remarkably  thin  man,  and  is  said  to 
have  had  the  smallest  hand  and  the  thinnest  fingers  that  could 
be  seen,"  and  the  engraving  certainly  corresponds  with  the 
description. 

Other  books  of  vahie  have  been  added.  Among  them 
are  Sanderson's  Lives  of  the  Signers,  in  nine  volumes  :  a 
set  of  the  newspaper  the  Watchman  and  Reflector,  from 
1833  to  1869,  in  thirty  volumes,  bound.  This  is  filled  with 
the  contemporaneous  history  of  the  Baptist  denomination. 
The  series  of  Indexes  of  Births,  ^Nlarriaaes  and  Deaths  in 
Providence,  from  1636  to  1870,  inclusive,  has  been  com- 
pleted and  is  in  the  library.  It  Avould  be  difficult  to  over- 
estimate the  value  of  this  work  in  genealogical  enquiries. 

A  book  which  should  be  of  interest  to  us  has  recently 
been  given  to  the  library  by  one  of  our  members.  It  is 
Mr.  Clarence  Bowen's  Boundary  Disputes  of  Connecticut. 
The  second  section  of  this  work  relates  to  the  dispute 
between  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  which  lasted  about 
eighty  years,  and  was  of  great  virulence.  A  review  in  a 
Xew  York  journal,  of  this  book,  says:  "The  dispute  with 
Rhode  Island  did  not  last  so  long,  [as  that  with  ^lassachu- 
setts]  but  it  was- more  serious  while  it  did  last,  for  between 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island  (excepting 
the  island  of  Rhode  Island)  was  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
wiped   out   altogether.       ^Massachusetts   proposed    to    take 
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pretty  much  all  there  was  of  that  unhappy  colon}^  east  of 
Narragansett  bay,  and  Connecticut  (with  the  assistance  of 
Massachusetts)  ckiimed  all  there  was  west  ol'  it."  The 
review  then  proceeds  :  "  On  the  Connecticut  side  the  real 
fact  was,  that  a  blundering  charter  had  named  the  Pawca- 
tuck  river  (which  was  the  one  intended)  the  Xarragansctt. 
(The  charter  did  not  say  Narragansett  bay,  but  it  said  Xar- 
ragansett  eiver,  otherwise  called  Narragansett  bay.)  A 
blunder  so  obvious  that  «Tohn  AVinthrop,  when  Connecticut's 
ao^ent  in  London,  acknowledsfed  it,  and  afterwards,  when 
Governor  of  Connecticut,  refused  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
With  no  better  title  than  this,  Connecticut,  for  about  eighty 
years,  contended  (with  the  assistance  of  Massachusetts)  for 
the  possession  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  territorv  of  Iihode 
Island  that  Massachusetts  herself  did  not  want.''  Neither 
the  author  of  the  book,  nor  the  reviewer  of  it,  so  far  as  we 
know,  is  a  Rhode  Islander,  so  that  their  admirable  defence 
of  Rhode  Island  may  be  supposed  to  be  unbiased,  and  there- 
fore the  more  welcome  to  us.  The  Massachusetts  colony  is 
thus  made  to  appear  as  having  driven  into  the  wilderness, 
outside  of  her  own  borders,  the  unhappj^  settlers  of  these 
lands,  and  then  by  frauds,  intrigues,  and  religious  persecu- 
tion for  many  years,  endeavored  to  wrest  the  hinds  from 
the  settlers.  Even  to  this  day,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  two 
and  a  half  centuries,  that  State  still  claims  a  portion  of  our 
Rhode  Island  lands,  and  a  commission  is  at  work  upon  a 
settlement  at  this  present  time. 

The  Johnson  Orderly  Book,  177G-1777,  has  recently  been 
issued  as  number  eleven  of  Munsell's  Historical  Series. 
The  orderly  book  relates  principally  to  the  Oriskany  Cam- 
paign. It  is  elaborately  annotated  b}'  AV.  L.  Stone,  pro- 
ceded  by  a  series  of  historical  essays  relating  to  the  author, 
the  subject,  and  kindred  matters,  by  J.  AVatts  De  Poyster, 
and  followed  b}-  a  paper  on  the  Tories  or  American  Loyal- 
ists, by  T.  B.  ]\Iyers.  The  whole  forms  a  quarto  volume  ot 
upwards  of  four  hundred  and   tifty  pages,  and   is  enriched 
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with  portraits  and  fac-siiniles.     It  was  given  to  the  Society' 
by  two  of  our  members. 

The  Evelyn  and  Lecte  genealogies  to  which  reference  has 
herein  been  made,  are  beautifully  printed  books,  but  beyond 
all  comparison  the  work  Avhich  eclipses  all  others  for  magni- 
ficence is  the  Biography  of  R.  11.  McDonald.  Mr.  McDon- 
ald was  a  San  Francisco  millionaire  who  recently  died.  Vol- 
ume first  only  of  his  biography  has  yet  appeared,  another  is 
promised,  and  these  when  issued  are  intended  only  as  notes 
preparatory  to  an  adequate  delineation  of  the  character  of 
the  deceased.  The  volume  is  an  imperial  quarto,  printed  in 
the  highest  style  of  the  art,  and  properly  illustrated  b\' 
etchings  and  engravings  on  copper  to  the  number  of  thirty- 
six,  made  purposely  for  this  book.  No  work  of  similar  char- 
acter and  like  magniticence  has  ever  before  fallen  under  our 
notice  ;  but  not  only  is  the  elaborateness  of  the  work  without  a 
parallel,  the  method  of  its  distribution  is  also  peculiar.  The 
edition  w\^s  a  hundred  and  fifty  copies  ;  of  these,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  Avere  given  to  members  of  the  family 
and  to  certain  public  libraries,  with  notice  to  every  body 
where  these  latter  copies  are  deposited  for  examination. 
This  distribution  was  as  follows  :  a  copy  in  the  State  Library 
of  each  State  of  the  United  States,  one  in  England,  one  in 
Scotland,  one  in  Ireland,  one  at  Harvard,  one  at  Yale,  and  be- 
sides these  are  three  in  Boston,  three  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  one  in  Delaware,  one  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in  Virginia, 
one  in  Kentucky,  one  in  Connecticut,  one  in  Illinois,  six  in  Cal- 
ifornia, and  one  Avith  us.  The  volume  is  well  worth  examina- 
tion. Following  the  quotation,  "one  man  in  his  time  plays 
many  parts,"  is  a  large  engraving  presenting  in  the  centre  the 
subject  of  the  biography,  \n  j)^'Oj)ria  per.^^ona,  surrounded  by 
cartoons  symbolical  of  the  vocations  which,  in  his  chequered 
life,  he  followed.  These  are  stated  on  a  facing  page  to  have 
been :  School-boy,  Farmer,  IMiller,  Blacksmith,  Captain, 
Druggist,  Physician,  Medical  Student,  Country  Merchant, 
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Rope  Maker,  Ov.erland  Telegraph  Constructor,  Elinor, 
Banker.  He  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1820  ;  he  drifted 
westward  until,  in  1841),  he  reached  San  Francisco,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  a  pecub'ar  product  of  oiu- 
American  civ^ilization,  and  unlike  anything  heretofore  known 
in  the  world. 

By  the  enumeration  of  these  four  specimens  we  do  not 
w^ish  to  convey  the  impression  that  these  are  all  that  arc 
worthy  of  mention  ;  there  are  indeed  many  others  just  as 
worthy,  but  we  have  neither  time  nor  space  in  which  to  de- 
scribe them. 

Under  the  directions  of  the  Library  Committee  shelving 
has  been  placed  in  the  west  ante-room  for  pami)hlcts,  and  the 
newspaper  cases  have  been  enlarged.  The  cost  of  this  im- 
provement, $62.57,  has  been  paid  by  the  treasurer.  -  At  the 
last  annual  meetino*  a  considerable  number  of  books  and  mair- 
azines  were  in  the  hands  of  the  binder ;  these  have  been  iin- 
ished  and  the  bill  for  the  same,  $91.90,  has  been  also  paid  by 
the  treasurer.  Besides  these  expenditures  we  have  incurred 
an  account  of  $37.50,  of  which  $34.25  was  for  binding,  and 
$3.25  for  painting  the  new  shelving.  This  bill  we  paid  in 
the  following  manner  :  by  the  sale  of  old  almanacs  $4.20,  by 
the  sale  at  auction  of  the  discarded  show  case,  i>lG.20,  by 
gift  of  the  balance,  $17.10,  by  the  holder  of  the  account. 

This  comprises  the  business  operations  of  your  commit- 
tee. They  owe  no  debt,  and  have  no  work  in  progress 
by  which  a  debt  will  be  incurred. 

That  continued  interest  is  manifested  in  our  collections,  is 
apparent  from  an  examination  of  the  Visitors'  Eecord, 
wherein  are  recorded  the  names  of  upwards  of  four  hundred 
visitors,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  as  wc  gradually 
open  to  consultation  more  and  more  of  our  literary  treasures 
many  more  people  will  visit  us,  be  pleased  with  the  useful- 
ness of  our  work,  and  bring  other  treasures  to  be  preserved 
for  the  use  of  those  coming  after,  even  to  the  latest  genera- 
tion. 

Providence,  January  9,  1883. 
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PvEPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OX  GENEALOGICAL 
RESEAECHES. 


Gentlemen;  — Your  Standing  Committee  on  Genealogi- 
cal Researches,  have  the  honor  to  report — 

That  there  is  a  growing  interest  in  this  subject,  and  that 
each  year  exhibits  developments  of  interest  and  energy  in 
its  pursuit,  which  give  ground  for  hope  that  public  opinion 
will  eventually  influence  some  of  the  public  bodies  in  Rhode 
Island  to  take  such  measures  to  aid  and  promote  it,  as  will 
not  leave  us  very  far  behind  our  sister  States  in  that  regard. 
In  this  remark  we  wish  to  except  the  City  of  Providence,  the 
completion  of  whose  fourth  volume  of  her  Registry  is  alike 
creditable  to  the  city  and  to  its  editor.  We  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  the  Society  and  the  citizens  of  Providence  on  the 
consummation  of  this  most  worthy  enterprise.  At  the  same 
time  we  take  leave  to  su2:o:est  that  your  influence  be  brous^ht 
to  bear  in  urging  upon  the  City  Government  the  energetic 
prosecution  of  the  work  so  happily  inaugurated,  by  the  sup- 
plementary publication  of  all  the  Church  Registries,  all  the 
inscriptions  obtainable  from  the  Cemeteries,  and  such  other 
matter  as  may  utilize  and  elucidate  the  invaluable  work 
already  accomplished.  In  case  of  such  future  publications, 
we  would  suggest  that  if  the  cost  of  copies  could  be  brought 
within  the  limit  of  ordinary  means,  the  beneficent  object  of 
the  plan  might  be  more  fully  accomplished.  We  trust  the 
brilliant  example  thus  set  by  the  City  of  Providence  may 
induce  a  like  procedure  by  the  other  municipalities  of  the 
St4\te. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  another  private  enterprise 
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has  had  birth  in  Washington  County,  originating  with  our 
energetic  and  enterprising  associate,  Jaincs  X.  Arnold,  which 
promises  to  bring  a  great  deal  of  matter  relating  to  that  j)art 
of  the  State  before  the  public,  and  within  the  reach  of  gene- 
alogical students.  All  such  enterprises  deserve?  our  ^varIn- 
cst  encouragement ;  but  we  believe  that  the  preservation  of 
the  history  of  the  State  pertains  lirst,  to  the  State  itself, 
second,  to  its  municipalities,  and  it  should  not  be  left  to  ac- 
cident, or  to  the  individual  efforts  and  sacrifices  of  its  citi- 
zens. 

The  number  of  persons  interested  in  their  ovrn  family  gene- 
alogies is  constantly  on  the  increase,  and  our  bibliography 
is  frequently  enriched  by  handsome  and  valuable  contribu- 
tions of  that  kind,  and  we  believe  that  the  new  3'ear  com- 
mences under  flattering  auspices,  and  will  not  disappoint  u.-. 
in  its  fruition. 

January  9,  1883. 


KEPORT  OF  THE  COIMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS. 


The  Committee  on  Publications  respectfully  present  their 
annual  report : 

Directh^  after  their  appointment,  they  caused  a  pamphlet 
to  be  printed,  containing  a  summary  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Society  for  the  year  1881-1882,  with  the  President's  ad- 
dress, reports  of  committees,  etc. 

Their  attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  design  of  issu- 
ing a  new  volume  of  Collections,  but  any  expectations  whirh 
may  have  been  entertained  that  this  would  be  accomi)lishcd 
within  a  few  months  after  the  present  committee  was  named 
were  doomed  to  disappointment.     This  arose  partly  fiom  the 
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need  of  time  for  careful  selection  among  the  materials  at 
hand,  and  partly  from  the  circumstance  that  two  members  of 
the  committee  have  been  prevented  from  attention  to  this 
labor  by  impaired  health.  The  next  volume  will  probably 
be  a  miscellaneous  one,  and  not  composed  of  a  single  work 
with  notes  on  it.  ^Much  time  has  been  spent  in  examining 
material  for  publication,  which  now  awaits  the  closer  scrutiny 
needed  both  for  decision  and  preparation  ;  but  the  value  of 
any  documents  selected  will  ])e  much  enhanced  b}'  judicious 
elimination  of  unimportant  parts,  and  by  suitable  annotation. 
Under  present  circumstances,  this  must  be  a  labor  of  love, 
and  dependent  on  the  convenience  of  those  who  are  com- 
petent to  the  task. 

Permission  has  been  obtained  from  the  authorities  of  Yale 
College  to  take  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  diary  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Kzra  Stiles,  covering  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Newport, 
being  about  twenty-three  years,  from  11!)D  to  1778.  We  un- 
derstand that  Professor  James  ]\I.  Hoppin  is  willing  to  make 
the  selections,  but  as  we  have  no  mei  ns  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  copying,  nothing  further  has  been  done.  Perhaps 
this  would  make  a  volume  by  itself,  and  its  publication  may 
l)e  deferred  to  some  future  time,  l)ut  the  cop}'  shoidd  be  se- 
cured while  it  may  be  had. 

Among  the  manuscripts  provisionally  selected  for  publica- 
tion are  the  diary  of  Rev.  John  Comer,  the  diary  of  the  late 
Usher  Parsons,  M.  D.,  surgeon  in  the  squadron  on  the 
Great  Lakes,  1812-14,  and  that  of  Rev.  James  ^IcSparran, 
1).  D.,  kindly  loaned  from  the  archives  of  the  Diocese  of 
Rhode  Island.  Probably  neither  of  these  documents  would 
be  worth  printing  entire. 
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KEPORT     OF    COMMITTEE     OX    BUILDING    AND 

GROUNDS. 


Providence,  January  1st,  1883. 

To  the  Rhode  Island  IIfstorical  Society. 

Your  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds  report  expend- 
itures made  by  them  during'  the  year  1882,  as  follows  : — 

Amount  paid  W.  S.  Hogg,  for  care  of  grounds 

and  removing  snow,       -         -         -         -         -  $41  94 

Amount  paid  Charles  Lowe  for  repairing  gas  fix- 
tures,           -         -  1  00 

Amount  paid  Robinson  Peirce,   for   repairs  on 

roof,     --------  91 


Total,  -  -  $43  85 


REPORTS   OF   THE   PROCURATORS,   ETC. 


Communications  were  received  from  three  of  the  Procura- 
tors. Mr.  Erastus  Richardson, AVoonsocket,  sent  a  valuable 
transcript  of  records  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths,  from 
the  first  book  of  Smithfield  records,  1730-1753  ;  also  of 
records  of  the  first  Town  Council  of  Smithfield,  1731-1748  ; 
and  an  interesting  memorandum  in  regard  to  the  Arnold 
family,  from  which  our  late  President,  the  Hon.  Sanmol  (i. 
Arnold   was  descended.      These  manuscript  contributions, 


taut  in  hisloncal  and  genealogieal  relatioDS,  and  nrio^t 
iblc  to  tfe  writci'*  indf^trjr,  will  be  earefally  pte- 
].  for  fnture  reference,  in  the  archires  of  tlie  Societv, 

Dr,  Charles  II.  Fbher,  Scitnale,  sends  the  follotrmg  Iwt 
of  pamphlets  «ecnred  bj  him  for  the  Societj'*  Libranr : 
Memorial  of  Peter  Congres.^,  1^05 :  DisconTse  on  the  death 
of  General  George  Wa-^hington,  delivered  in  St.  John's 
Chnrch,  Providence,  Febmarr  2^,  1^00,  by  Rev.  A.  I^ 
Clark,  Rector ;  Address  of  A  mo*  31.  At  well,  3fn*ter  of  Moont 
Vernon  Lod^e,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  on  the  same  day  :  Oration 
by  Hon.  John  Ilancocky  3Iareh  5,  1774,  on  the  Boston  Mas- 
sacre,  printed  in  Xewport ;  Address  of  FiancM  Wayfaad, 
D.  D.,  October  20,  18^31 ;  Defeme  of  tbe  admnstnition  €€ 
Tbomai;  Jefferson,  by  Cartius,  printed  by  TTilliam  Otrnj, 
Proridencc,  1805 ;  Report  of  Committee  on  extenaiiMi  of 
Suffrage,  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Inland,  by  Be»- 
pamn  Hazard,  1.^2D  ;  Acts  and  Besolntions  of  die  Xowb  of 
Seitinte,  pai^ied  in  town  meeting.  May,  1812 ;  Oration  de^ 
firered  in  Pawtncket,  Jnly  4,  183:>,  by  William  S.  Balch ; 
Speeches  of  B<irge<,  Tillingha-^t,  Potter,  and  others  in  Na- 
tional Hoa^*e  of  Repre^entativc-s :  Speeches  of  Webster, 
J.  Q.  Adams,  J.  M.  Berrien,  T.  H.  Benton,  Wilfiam  Gas- 
ton, Alexander  II.  Stevens,  H.  Hamlin,  H.  Clay,  and 
oCbers  from  IS  10  to  1850. 

Rer.   Emery  IL  Porter  of  Pawtncket  has  met  with  noth- 
of  specLal  historic  interest  to  commanicate. 


Mr.  George  K.  Cranston  has  famished  the  following^  ac- 
of  the  discovery  of  the  gravestones  of  Governors 
Jobnand  Samnel  Cranston. 

Another  ancient  irrave-stone  was  lately  dL-*coveTed  under 
the  large  stone  covering  the  remains  of  Governors  Joiin  and 
Saamel  Cranston  in  the  cemetery  at  Newport,  R.  I.  Tfce 
injciipiion  is  as  follows  : 

''Here  lyeth  interred  the  Iiody  of  3Lijor  John  Cranston, 
E.-^.,  Governor,  who  deceased  this  life  the  12th  day  of 
>Lirch,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age,  li>^.'* 
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The  circumstances  attending  the  discovery  arc  as  follows  : 
The  large  doable  stone  was  lying  flat  upon  the  gi'ound  and 
liable  to  destruction  from  being  travelled  over  hy  visitors  to 
the  cemetery'.  At  the  instance  of  the  four  sons  of  the  late 
Barzillai  Cranston,  of  Providence,  the  stone  was  ordered 
raised  and  cleaned,  and  then  the  other  stone,  ^vhich  is  in  a 
fine  state  of  preservation,  was  brouirhtto  liHit.  In  diiririn2; 
for  a  foundation  the  stone  was  found  about  three  feet  under 
the  surface.  It  is  about  six  feet  by  three,  and  is  supposed 
to  be  an  imported  stone. 

The  inscriptions  upon  the  larger  stone,  which  is  about  six 
feet  by  five,  are  as  follows  : 

"Here  lieth  the  body  of  John  Cranston,  Esq.,  Gov'r 
of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  etc.  lie  departed  this  life 
March  12th,  1G80,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age." 

"Here  lieth  the  body  of  Samuel  Cranston,  Esq.,  late  Gov- 
ernour  of  this  Colony,  aged  ()S  years,  and  departed  this  life 
April  y  2()th,  A.  D.,  1727.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Crans- 
ton Esq.,  who  was  also  Governour  here  1G80.  He  was  de- 
descended  from  the  noble  Scottish  Lord  Cranston,  and  car- 
ried in  his  veins  a  stream  of  the  ancient  Earls  of  Crawford, 
Bothwel  and  Traquair,  having  for  his  grandfather  James 
Cranston,  Clerk,  Chaplain  to  King  Charles  the  First.  His 
great-grandfather  was  John  Cranston  of  Bool,  Esq.,  this 
last  was  son  to  James  Cranston  Esq.,  which  James  Avas  son 
of  William  Lord  Cranston. 

Rest  happ3'  now,  brave  pntriot,  without  end 
Th}'  country's  father  and  thy  country's  friend." 

The  larger  stone  has  a  coat  of  arms.  Three  cranes  on  a 
shield,  with  scrolls  and  helmet  above  the  shield,  and  a  crane 
above  the  helmet.  The  motto  in  a  scroll  below  the  shield 
is  ''  Dum  Yigilo  Curo." 

Governor  Sanuud  Cranston  married  a  granddaughter  of 
Roger  A\'i]liams.  His  wife  (Mary)  and  her  mother  (Free- 
born, daughter  of  Boger  Williams,)  arc  both  buried  in  the 
Clifton  Burying  Ground  at  Newport. 
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JIEPOKT   OF   THE   TREASURER. 


198  52 

138  G2 

125  00 

91  90 

62  57 

37  50 

43  85 

28  50 

7  00 

Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett^  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  lihocle  Maud 

Ilistorical  Society. 
1882. 
J.m.  Jl.     To   paid  Treasurer  for   money  advanced  by  bim 

January  10,  1882,  -         -         .         -         -         -  $5G  57 

188;}. 
Jan.    9.     PrintiuiX,  IVIeetiiigs,  Postages  and  Express,    - 

Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor, 

Printing  Report  for  1881  and  1882, 

Binding,  

Library  Committee,         ._..-- 

Renew.il  of  Insurance, 

Building  and  Grounds,  -        -        -        -        - 

Publication  Committee,  .        .        .        .        , 

Magazines,       -        -        -        -        -- 

$790  03 

^V.  Blchmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Ehode  Island 

historical  Society. 
1883. 
.Jan.  9.       By     Taxes  from  202  INIembers,  at  $3.00, 

Taxes  from  Members  overdue,         .        .        . 
Admission  of  8  Members  at  8.>.00 
Interest  from  Life  Membersliip,  from  Provi- 
dence Institution  for  Savings,      -        _        - 

Sale  of  Books, 

Cash  advanced  by  I'reasurer  to  pay  bills, 

$790  03 

RICHMOND   P.    EVERETT,  Treasurer. 
I'KoviDFA-CK,  January  9th,  1883. 

We  have  examined  this  account  with  its  vouchers  and  rtnd  it  correct. 

IIkxky   T.  Bkckwith, 
John  P.  Walkki:, 
Lewis  J.  Ciiack, 

Audit  Committee. 

i'UMViDKNCK.,  January  5lh,  1883. 
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27  00 

40  00 

36  36 

2  25 

78  42 
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LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  ACCOUNT 


Dr.  mdimond  P.  EvercU.,  Treasurer^  in  account  with  the  lihode  Maud 

Historical  Society. 
1882. 
Jan.    10.     To  Balance  of  account,  cash  on  hand,       -        -        -        $900  00 
July   26.     Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings, 

January  and  July,  1882, 36  3G 


$930  86 


There  is  on  deposit  in  the  Providence  Institution 
for  Savings,  this  day,  $900.00 


Cr.  Bichmoyid  F.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  icith  the  Bhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 

1882. 
July  26.     By  interest  from  Proyidence  Institution  for  Savings,  $36  'i(\ 

1883. 
Jan.  9.     Balance  on  hand,    ----.---  900  00 


S936  36 
KICHMOND    P.    EVERI:TT,  Treasurer. 

We  liavc  examined  this  account  with  its  vouchers  and  tuul  it  correct. 

H KN iiY    T.    B i:cK w mi , 

John  P.  Walki:u, 

Lewis  J.   Ciiace, 

Audit  Committee. 
Providrnck,  January  9,  1883. 


NECROLOGY.  43 


NECROLOGY.  . 


Caleb  Fjske  Hahkis,  son  of  Dr.  Stephen  and  Eliza 
(Greene)  ILirris,  was  born  in  Centre v^ille,  E.  I.,  March  9, 
1818,  and  died  October  2,  1881. 

lie  was  sent  to  school  at  Kingston,  and  entered  Brown 
University  in  the  class  of  1838,  but  after  nearly  three  years 
of  study  he  decided  to  enter  mercantile  life  in  New  York, 
where  he  remained  about  twenty  years.  Love  of  his  native 
State  was  always  a  strong  trait  in  his  character,  and  when  its 
Government  was  imperilled  in  1842,  he  came  home  at  once 
and  shouldered  his  musket  in  its  defence.  IMarching  with 
the  troops  to  Clayville,  he  was  stationed  one  night  on  picket 
and  Avhen  the  guard  was  recalled  in  the  morning,  all  the  rest 
returned  but  he  was  reported  missing.  A  search,  however, 
found  him  farthest  out  of  all,  pacing  his  beat. 

During  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  took  much  pleasure 
in  the  large  collection  of  books  and  prints  which  he  had 
gathered  at  home  and  abroad.  His  interest  was  chiefly  cen- 
tered in  the  collection  of  American  poetry,  of  which  he  had 
prepared  an  Index,  and  proposed  making  a  full  catalogue. 
Among  his  prints  Avere  some  of  great  rarit}'  and  value, 
which  fortunately  have  not  left  Providence. 

Mr.  Harris  married,  January  17,  18G6,  Emily  Stevenson 
Davis,  of  Philadelphia.  Death  came  to  both  at  the  same 
hour  by  drowning,  in  iNIoosehead  Lake,  where  they  were 
passing  a  few  weeks  in  summer.     They  left  no  children. 

Hon.  Willlvm  Smith  Slater,  son  of  John  and  Kuth 
(Bucklin)  Slater,  was  born  in  Slatersville,  E.  L,  March  7, 


44  RHODE     ISLAND     HISiTORICAL     SOCIETY. 

1817,   and   died  at  his  residence,  in   Providence,   May  28, 
1882.  •     ' 

He  was  taught  in  the  best  academies  of  the  time,  one  (>( 
which  was  at  Millbrd,  ^hissachusctts,  where  he  was  under 
the  instruction  of  Hon.  Charles  Thurbcr.  He  was  after- 
wards thorough!}'  trained  as  a  practicjil  manufacturer,  and 
for  many  years  carried  on  the  ])usiness  at  Jewett  City,  Conn. , 
with  his  brother  John  F.  Shiter,  now  of  Norwich,  under  the 
firm  name  of  J.  &  W.  Shiter.  When  the  lirra  was  dissolved 
and  the  company's  propert}-  divided  in  1872,  INIr.  Shiter 
manufactured  at  Siatersville,  Avhere  he  made  his  residence, 
though  spending  his  winters  in  Providence. 

Mr.  Slater's  name  was  sought  for  office  in  various  ways, 
but  without  success,  except  as  member  of  the  State  Senate, 
where  he  served  acceptably.  For  several  years  he  was 
President  of  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Paiiroad,  and  the 
R.  I.  Locomotive  Works.  He  was  a  liberal  benefactor  of 
some  of  our  most  important  institutions.  Bred  in  the  old 
school,  he  had  the  highest  sense  of  mercantile  honor  and 
would  never  have  allowed  a  fortune  to  stand  in  the  way  of 
its  support. 

He  married,  Dec.  7,  1842,  Harriet  Morris,  daughter  of 
Hon.  John  Whipple,  of  Providence,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children,  one  son  and  three  daus^hters. 

William  Henky  CriANDLEit,  son  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth 
(Arnold)  Chandler,  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Conn.,  January 
13,  1818,  and  died  at  his  residence,  in  Providence,  Septem- 
ber 3,  1882. . 

He  came  as  a  lad  to  the  counting-room  of  ^Messrs.  J.  it  P. 
Rhodes,  where  he  learned  the  methodical  business  habits 
which  characterized  him.  After  the  discovery  of  gohl  in 
California,  he  went  out  among  the  j)ioneers,  but  soon  tired 
of  the  miniu":  life  and  returned  to  Phode  Island,  afterwards 
passing  a  number  of  years  in  Mobile  and  Memphis,  as  a 
cotton  buyer.     Keturnimr  at  the  breakiuir  out  of  the  Rebel- 
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lion,  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  in  manufacturin<r  and  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  holding  the  offices  of  President  of  the  Frank- 
lin ^Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  Agent  of  the  Clinton 
Manufacturing  Company,  in  which  he  was  an  owner. 

Mr.  Chandler  was  of  a  social  disposition,  and  marked 
musical  taste  and  facility  in  the  use  of  instruments.  He 
was  connected  with  nearly  all  the  instrumental  societies  m 
Providence  from  the  ''  Slatersville  Band  "  to  the  Jk'ethoven 
Society.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Marine  Artillery  Corps. 

In  July,  1862,  he  married  Amelia,  daughter  of  Elish:i 
^lanton,  who  died  July  25,  1870.  They  left  four  children, 
three  sons  and  one  dauHiter. 

WiNTHROP  DeWolf,  son  of  Dr.  John  J.  and  .Vnnette 
(Winthrop)  DeWolf,  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  .March  14, 
1830,  and  died  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  December  12,  1882. 

After  his  school  days  at  Bristol,  Mr.  DeWolf,  entered 
Brown  Universit}',  but  left  before  completing  his  course,  to 
take  up  the  out-door  life  of  a  civil  engineer,  for  which  he 
was  prepared  by  the  late  S.  B.  Cushing.  His  work  in  sur- 
veys of  the  Providence,  Warren  and  Bristol  K.  P.,  and 
some  western  railroads,  occupied  several  years,  but  he 
finally  came  back  to  Providence,  where  he  became  Treasurer 
of  the  Franklin  Institution  for  Savings,  and  afterwards  its 
Keceiver,  holding  this  place  of  trust  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

At  the  opening  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  ]\lr.  De^Volf 
oflered  his  services  to  the  government,  going  out  as  a  private 
in  the  First  Phode  Island  Pegiment,  in  Avhich  he  received 
promotion  to  a  Lieutenancy. 

Mr.  DeWolf's  noble  traits  of  character,  his  rectitude  which 
could  never  be  assailed,  his  social  virtues  which  endeared 
him  to  a  large  circle  of  friends,  are  well  known,  and  also  his 
literary  tastes  and  culture. 

He  married  June  10,  181)3,  Miss  Eugenie  Tams,  of  I^hil- 
adelphia,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter. 
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Royal  \Yoodward,  son  of  Abner  iind  Eunice  (Fuller) 
Woodward,  was  born  at  Asliford,  Conn.,  November  13, 
1815,  and  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  nine,  comprising 
three  daughters  and  six  sons.  AVhen  a  boy  he  attended  the 
district  school  at  Ashford,  and  then  the  academy,  all  the 
while  working  on  his  father's  farm.  After  leaving  the  acad- 
emy, he  taught  school  for  a  year  or  two.  His  teaching  was 
attended  with  success,  until  he  was  obliged  to  cea^e  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health.  He  was  l)rought  up  under  the  ministe- 
rial supervision  of  Rev.  Mr.  Eals  and  Rev.  Dr.  Skinner  of 
Ashford.  The  counsels  they  gave  him  in  his  younger  days 
were  not  forgotten  in  later  years.  AYhile  a  boy  he  kept  a 
diary.  It  shows  with  how  much  care  he  labored  over  it. 
Occasionally  he  wrote  a  short  poem  or  prose  article,  lie 
was  always  a  great  reader. 

In  1840,  he  went  into  the  silk  business,  and  continued  it 
until  the  year  ot  his  death. 

He  had  a  remarkable  taste  for  the  study  of  medicine  ;  and 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  many  of  the  medical  profession 
to  whom  the  subject  was  more  familiar  tlian  to  him.  His 
great  recreation  was  to  buy  books.  Being  a  devout  chris- 
tian, it  is  not  surprising  that  at  least  one  fourth  of  his  large 
library  is  composed  of  religious  works.  He  was  once  asked 
if  he  thought  it  good  economy  to  bu}'  so  many  books.  His 
reply  was  that  as  he  used  no  tobacco  in  any  form,  nor  any 
intoxicatino:  beveraijes,  he  considered  the  monev  that  he  j)ut 
into  books  as  saved  by  his  non-indulgence.  From  his  boy- 
hood, beginning  with  Humboldt's  "Cosmos,"  hardly  a  day 
passed  without  his  adding  something  to  his  collections.  It 
was  to  him  the  pleasure  of  a  life-time.  He  used  to  say  that 
he  was  subscriber  to  a  paper  or  magazine  in  every  State  in 
the  Union.  Two  years  ago,  his  subscription  list  amounted 
to  no  less  than  two  hundred  newspapers  and  magazines. 

He  took  a  irreat  interest  in  evervthins:  which  favored  the 
study  of  American  history.  He  always  extended  a  helping 
hand   to   all  enterprises  having  that  end   in  view.     He  was 
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much  engaged  in  historical  researches  in  the  Slates  of  Con- 
necticut, Ivhode  Island  and  ^Massachusetts.  His  library  is 
particularly  rich  in  American  and  town  histories,  and  we 
doubt  if  its  bound  volumes  will  num)3er  less  than  35,000. 

He  was  elected  a  Corresponding  Z\Iember  of  this  Society, 
October  7,  1879.  He  subsequently  made  himself  a  Life 
Member,  by  the  payment  of  fifty  dollars.  He  died  October 
2,  1882. 

Henry  Wadswort]i  Longfellow,  LL.  D.,  was  born 
in  Portland,  Maine,  February  27,  1807.  He  was  educated 
at  Bowdoin  Colleo-e,  at  which  he  o'raduated  in  1825.  He 
studied  law  with  his  father,  Hon.  Stephen  Longfellow ;  he 
became  a  professor  of  modern  languages  and  literature  in 
his  Alma  Mater,  spent  four  years  in  foreign  travel,  and  after 
his  return,  was  appointed  professor  of  modern  languages 
and  belles-lettres  in  Harvard  University.  Li  18o5-G  he 
made  a  second  tour  in  Europe.  No  American  author  has 
been  more  generally  read  and  admired.  The  purity  of  his 
writings  is  the  best  illustration  of  his  spirit  and  life.  .^Ir. 
Longfellow  early  became  the  occupant  and  owner  of  the 
Craigie  House,  noted  as  the  headquarters  of  AVashington  in 
Cambridge.  The  historic  memories  of  the  mansion,  as  well 
as  domestic  associations,  made  the  place  specially  dear  to 
him. 

Li  1859  he  received  from  Harvard  University,  the  honor- 
ary degree  of  LL.  D.  His  death,  in  March,  1882,  was 
deeply  mourned  alike  in  America  and  in  Euro))e.  Mr. 
Longfellow  was  elected  a  Corresponding  Member  of  this 
Society,  July  19,  1838. 

Colonel  Joseph  Lemuel  Chester,  was  born  in  Nor- 
wich, Conn.,  Aj^ril  30,  1821.  He  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Philadelphia,  which  were  continued  until  1852. 
During  this  time  he  wrote  for  the  press,  on  various  topics, 
and  sul)sequently  became  connected  with  the  Philadelphia 
Press.     He   for  a  time  discharged   the  duties   of  assistant 
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clerk  in  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives.  Ills 
tastes  led  him  to  the  stud}^  of  genealogy,  heraldry  and  cog- 
nate snl^jects.  In  1858,  Colonel  Chester  took  up  his  res- 
idence in  London,  and  became  distinguished  as  a  leading 
i^enealoo'ist.  He  was  i n de fat i liable  in  his  researches,  and  no 
student  of  family  histories  was  more  familiar  with  the  vari- 
ous parish  records  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
than  himself. 

He  was  the  author  of  several  valuable  publications,  among 
them,  "  A.  Preliminary  Treatise  on  the  Law  of  IJcpulsion,' 
"Educational  Laws  of  Virginia,"  and  "tlohn  Rogers,"  with 
a  family  genealogy.  But  his  gretit  work  on  M^estminster 
Abbey,  scarcely  exceeded  in  laborious  research  by  that 
magnidcent  work  of  the  late  Stephen  Phoenix  AVhitncy, 
the  genealogy  of  the  AVhitney  family,  will  l)c  a  lasting 
monument  of  his  patient  studies  in  this  department  of  liter- 
ature. Colonel  Chester  was  one  of  the  fcmnders  of  "The 
Harleian  Society,"  in  London,  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
publishing  genealogical  and  heraldic  manuscripts.  Ot*  this 
Society  he  was  a  Councillor.  He  held  a  similar  ])osition  in 
the  Royal  Historical  Society  of  Great  Britain.  He  was  also 
an  honorary  member  of  several  learned  Societies  in  Amer- 
ica. He  was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Rhode  Isl- 
and Historical  Society,  April  I,  1871,  and  from  time  to 
time  gave  substantial  evidence  of  his  interest  in  its  pros- 
perity. He  died  in  London,  May  28,  1882,  in  the  G2d  year 
of  his  age.  As  a  correspondent  of  eleven  years'  standing 
the  writer  of  this  brief  notice  ever  found  him  ready  to  ren- 
der a  service  in  the  line  of  his  profession.  His  death,  which 
will  be  widely  mo::rned,  has  removed  an  honored  n:une  from 
the  list  of  active  workers  in  the  lield  he  so  delighted  to  cul- 
tivate, and  of  which  he  was  a  conspicuous  ornament. 

FuEDEKiCK  Di-:  Pevstek,  LL.  D.,  a  Corresponding 
Member  of  this  Society,  and  President  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society,  died  August  17,  1882,  aged  eighty-live 
years. 
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He  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  families  from  Hol- 
land, though  originally  from  Normandy,  as  the  name  would 
indicate,  and  identified  with  the  history  of  New  York  from 
the  time  of  its  first  settlement.  After  he  had  graduated 
at  Columbia  College,  Mr.  De  Peyster  applied  himself  to  the 
study  of  huv  as  his  chosen  profession,  in  which  he  attained  a 
high  rank.  His  interest  in  the  city  of  his  birth  was  slipwn 
b}"  the  energy  and  ability  w^ith  which  he  filled  the  many  offi- 
ces, ecclesiastical,  civil  and  military,  to  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed ;  wdiile  the  pamphlets  and  addresses  from  his  pen, 
particularly  some  of  those  on  military  affairs,  Vv^ere  highly 
commended  by  competent  authorities,  and  gave  evidence  of 
his  literary  culture  and  scholarl}'  tastes.  As  President  of 
the  New  York  Historical  Society  he  took  an  active  part  for 
many  years,  and  was  a  large  contributor  to  its  various  treas- 
ures. Ourow'n  Society  is  indebted  to  him  for  many  contri- 
butions. 

He  was  elected  Corresponding  Member,  April  10,  1866. 
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INSTITUTIONS     AND     CORPOEATIONS 

FliOll  WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  llECEIVEI). 


American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester, 

Mass. 
Am.  riiilosopliical  Society,  riuhiflelpliia. 
Arion  Club,  Providence. 
Astor  Library,  New  York  City. 
Boston  City  Governuient,  Boston. 
Boston  and  Providence  Uaihoad  Coinpany, 

Boston. 
Boston,  Providence  and  New  York  Railroad 

Company,  Providence. 
Boston  ['ublic  Library,  Boston. 
Brown  University,  I'rovldeuce. 
Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Cayuga  Historical  Society,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 
Central  Park    I\Icteorological   Observatory, 

New  York  City. 
Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago. 
Chicago  Public  Library,  Chicago. 
Continental  Steamboat  (;o.,  Providence. 
Davenport  Academy  of  Natural    Sciences, 

Davenport,  Iowa. 
Diivol  Jfanufiicturing  Company,  Providence. 
Delaware  Historical   Society,  AVilmington, 

Del. 
Engineer's  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Essex  Institute,  Salem,  ]Mass. 
Genealogical  Association    of   Philadelphia 

Philadelphia. 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Interior  Department,  Washington,  1).  C. 
Irrepressible  Society,  Providence. 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  lialtimore. 
Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kansas. 
Long  Island  Diocese  of  the  P.  E.  Church, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Brooklvn, 

.     N.  Y. 
Maine  IHstorical  Society,  Portland,  >re. 
Massachusetts  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil- 
lery Co.,  Boston. 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 
Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston. 
Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Jlich. 
Minnesota  Academy  of  NatJiral    Sciences, 

Minneapolis,  Min. 
Mitcliell  Library,  Clasgow,  Scotland. 
New  Brunswick  Historical  Society,  Freder- 

icton,  N.  B. 
New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society, 

Boston. 
New  England  Mechanics  Institute,  Boston. 


New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,  N.  J . 
New    London    County    Historical    Society, 

New  London,  Ct. 
Newport  Publishing  Company,  Newport. 
New  York  Central  Park  Meteorological  Ob- 
servatory, New  York  City. 
New  York  Historical  Society,  New    York 

City. 
Norwegian  Society  for  Preserving  Antiqui- 
ties, Kristiania,  Nor. 
Old   Kesidents'  Jlistorical   Society,  Lowell, 

Mass. 
Pacific  Bank,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Pawtucket  Town  (Government,  Pawtuckct. 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Phila. 
Philadelphia  Library  Co.,  Phihulelpliia. 
Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian 

Society,  Philadelphia. 
I'rovidence  and  Worcester  Railroad  Cori)o- 

ration,  Providence. 
Providence  Atheneum,  Providence;. 
Providence  Board  of  Trade,  I'rovidence. 
Providence  City  Government,  Providence. 
Providence  I'ress  Company,  Providence. 
Providence  Public  Liiirary,  Providence. 
Providence  Young  3Ien's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, Providence. 
Quebec  Historical  Society,  Quebec,  Canada. 
Rhode   Island    Board  of   State    Charities, 

Providence. 
Rhode  Island  Board  of  Health,    Providence. 
Rhode  Island  State  Government,  Prov. 
Rhode  Island  Normal  School  Trustees,  Prov. 
lioyal  Historical  Society, -"2  Albcnuirle  St., 

London. 
Royal  Historical  Society  of  Canada,  Ottawa, 

Canada. 
Royal  Society  of   Northern    Anti(]uarians. 

Coi)enhagen,  Den. 
Royal    University  of  Norway,    Kristiania, 

Norway. 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sons  of  Vermont  Association,  Chicago. 
Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Union  Railroad  C:on\iKiny,  Proviilenoi. 
Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  ^'a. 
War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Western  Reserve  and  Xortheru  Ohio  Hi>tor- 

ical  Society,  Cleveland,  O. 
Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  .Madison,  Wis. 
Wyoming  Historical  Society,  Wyoming,  Pa. 


DONATIONS  FROM  PERSONS. 
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FROM  WHOM  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


Adams,  George  J.,  Providence. 
Addcmuu,  Joshua -M. ,    " 
Aniory,  Tliomas  C,  Boston. 
Angell,  Albert  X.,    Providence. 
Anthony,  Henry  IJ.,  " 

Anthony,  John  C,  " 

Anthony,  Lewis  W.,  ** 

Angell,  James  B.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  Chicago,  111. 
Arnold,  James  N.,  Hamilton,  R.  I, 
Arnold,  Stephen  11.,  Providence. 
Austin,  John  Osborne,      ** 
Babbitt,  Edward  S.,  Bristol,  K.  I. 
Bailuy,  William  ]\I.,  Providence. 
Baker,  David  S.,  Jr.,  Wickford,  K.  I. 
Baker,  Miss  Virginia,  Warren,  11.  I. 
Bartlett,  John  11.,  Providence. 

Batclielder,  John  31.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Beckwith,  Henry  T.,  Providence. 
Behrends,  llev.  A.  J.  F.,  •' 

Bee,  Henry  T.,  '« 

Bicknell,  Thomas  W.,  Boston. 

l5locker,  llev.  Beaver  H.,  Bristol,  Eng. 

Bradlee,  Kev.  C.  D.,  Boston. 

Brewster,  Rev.  J.  M.,  Providence. 

Brewster,  ilrs.  J.  31.         " 
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We  reprint  a  Cikculau  issued  by  the  Society  very  soon  after  its  incorporation,  Sop 
teraber  3,  1822. 


C  I  E  C  U  L  A  n  . 


To   THE    CiTlZHNS    OF    RlIODE    ISLAND  : — 

The  want  of  an  Historical  Society  in  this  State,  has  been  long  felt  and 
acivnowledgcd.  States  aronnd  us  have  for  a  long  time  enjoyed  the  benefits 
resulting  from  institutions  of  this  kind.  These  are  every  year  draining 
this  State  of  the  historical  documents  and  memorials  with  whicli  it 
abounds.  From  the  collections  of  otlier  States,  this  State  can  reap  only 
partial  justice.  Facts  which  are  creditable  to  our  origin,  or  which  exalt 
our  revolutionary  services,  are  generally  accompanied  with  such  observa- 
tions as  tend  rather  to  the  establishment  of  their  own  fame,  though 
founded  upon  another's  merits,  than  the  elucidation  of  historic  truth. 
Besides  this,  the  unsparing  hand  of  time  is  making  rapid  destructiou  of 
private  papers  and  public  records,  which  an  institution  of  this  kinil,  for 
the  honor  of  the  State,  would  be  interested  to  preserve.  The  collection 
of  these  in  some  safe  and  commodious  place,  and  the  publication  of  such 
as  would  interest  the  pub'lic,  are  the  great  objects -of  the  gentlemen,  com- 
posing the  IxiiODC  Island  Historical  Society,  which  was  incorporated 
by  the  General  Assembly  in  June  last.  By  the  first,  the  fiicts  essential  to 
the  historian  will  be  preserved ;  and  by  the  latter  the  undeserved  oppro- 
brium which  has  been  heaped  on  our  owu  native  State,  will  be  removed. 

Without  the  aid  of  the  public,  the  Society  are  aware,  that  all  their  ellbrts 
will  be  nugatory.  But  it  is  with  the  most  perfect  coniideuce  of  every 
assistance,  that  they  make  this  statement,  and  ask  the  aid  of  their  fellow- 
citizens.  They  feel  that  they  could  rely  on  their  patriotism  without  fear 
of  disappoiutment.  But  where  so  much  is  at  stake,  they  do  not  hesitate 
to  enlist  in  their  service,  motives  of  persoual  interest.  When  they  recol- 
lect that  the  blood  of  a  AVilliams,  a  Br.owN,  a  Coddingtox,  a  Gouton, 
a  Clauice,  and  an  Arnold,  warms  the  hearts  of  a  large  proportion  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  and  how  dear  to  them  have  always  been  the  memories  of 
a  Gri'ene  anil  a  Wiiiitle,  they  would  not  so  grossly  insult  them,  or  so 
greatly  wrong  themselves,  as  to  suppose  that  such  a  Society  will  not  meet 
with  every  encouragement,  since  the  history  of  the  State  will  bo  but  an 
enlarged  biography  of  their  ancestors. 
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With  a  view  to  promote  the  interesting  objects  above  stated,  the  Society 
solicit  the  aid  of  their  fellow-citizens  in  procuring  for  their  use  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  Topographical  sketches  of  towns  and  villages,  including  an  account 
of  their  soil,  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  natui-al  curiosities, 
and  statistics  of  such  places — earths,  stones  and  minerals. 

2.  Sketches  of  the  history  of  the  settlement  and  rise  of  such  towns 
and  villages,  and  of  the  introduction  and  progress  of  commerce,  manu- 
factures and  the  arts  in  them. 

3.  Biographical  notices  of  original  settlers,  revolutionary  patriots  and 
other  distinguished  men  who  have  resided  in  this  State. 

4.  Original  letters,  documents  and  papers,  illustrating  any  of  these 
subjects,  particularly  those  which  show  the  private  habits,  manners  and 
pursuits  of  our  ancestors,  or  are  connected  with  the  general  history  of 
this  State. 

5.  Sermons,  orations,  occasional  discourses  and  addresses,  books, 
pamphlets,  and  newspapers,  piMnted  in  this  State— and  manuscripts,  es- 
pecially those  written  by  persons  born  or  residing  in  this  State. 

G.  Accounts  of  the  Indian  tribes,  which  formerly  inhabited  any  part  of 
this  State,  their  number  and  condition  when  first  visited  by  the  whites, 
their  general  character,  and  peculiar  customs  and  manners,  their  wars  and 
treaties,  and  the  original  grants  to  our  ancestors. 

7.  The  Indian  names  of  the  towns  and  rivers,  islands,  bays  and  otiier 
remarkable  places  within  this  State,  and  the  traditional  import  of  those 
names. 

8.  Besides  these,  the  Society  will  receive  donations  of  any  other  books, 
pamphlets,  manuscripts  and  printed  documents  with  which  any  gentlemen 
may  please  to  favor  them. 

Jamks  Fennku,  President. 
W.  R,  Staples,  Sccretanj. 

To  this  circular,  we  append  an  autobiographical  communication  from  a 
revolutionary  veteran,  which  was  its  first  fruits;  and,  also,  a  list  of  some 
of  our  present  wants. 


Cranston,  September  the  4th,  A.  1).,  1822. 
Having  seen  this  day,  in  the  Providence  American  of  yesterday,  a  circu- 
lar advertisement  of  the  Historical  Society,  soliciting  the  Geography,  Bi- 
ography, &c.,  &c.,  of  tlie  People  of  this  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  be  made 
known  to  them  of  this  Society,  I  forward  to  them  a  sketch  of  my  life.  I 
was  born  in  the  town  now  called  Cranston,  in  the  County  of  Providence 
and  State  of  Khode  Island,  in  the  year  1744;  had  no  other  le.Mning  than 
what  was  commonly  obtained  at  country  schools  of  that  day.  My  father 
died  when  I  was  in  my  twentieth  year.  Wlicn  I  was  twenty-one,  I  repre- 
5>ented  the  town  of  Cranston  in  General  Assemblv,  and  was  continued  as 
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a  member  thereof  until  Hie  licvolntion  war  commenced.  1  was  {ippolnted 
captain  of  a  militia  company  in  said  town  of  Cranston,  and  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  my  age,  and  continued  to  hold  said 
commissions  when  the  Revolution  war  begun  at  Boston,  and  was  then  ap-  ; 

pointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  minute  men,  to  be  ready  at  I 

a  minute's  warning  of  any  movement  of  the  enemies  (to  resist  them).    In  ? 

the  latter  part  of  this  year  Coirimodore  Wallace,  who  commanded  a  small  j 

British  squadron  in  (5ur  Bay,  landed  his  Marines  on  the  island  of  I'rudencc  j 

and  burned  several  dwelling  houses.     I  was  ordered  on  said  island,  and  I 

had  the  command  of  several  companies  of  militia  and  some  minute  men,  I 

till  I  moved  off  all  the  inhabitants  and  cleared  the  ishmd  of  all  movable  ! 

property  and  abandoned  the  same.  j 

While  I  was  on  this  business,  the  General  xVssembly  ordered  a  regiment 
of  infantry  to  be  raised  for  the  protection  of  the  State  for  one  year  from  » 

the  18th  day  of  January,  177G.     I    was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  j 

this  regiment,  and  Henry  Babcock,  Colonel.     Babcock's  conduct  was  such  | 

that  he  was  dismissed  in  a  short  time,  and  I  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the  ■ 

regiment  stationed  at  Newport,  till  the  fore-part  of  September,  when  the  j 

regiment  was  called  for  by  General  Washington  and  the  Congress.     I  with  i 

the  commissioned  oflicers  under  my  command  took  continental  commis-  j 

sions.  Left  Rhode  Island  about  the  middle  of  September,  177(3,  and  I  led 
the  regiment  to  the  camp  of  General  Washington  on  York  island,  at  a 
place  called  Harlem  Heights.  After  remaining  there  8  or  10  days,  the 
British  came  out  from  New  York,  and  we  fell  back  into  the  country  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Major  General  Lee  who  commanded  a  division 
of  the  army  at  the  White  Plains,  and  I  was  at  the  battle  there.  We  then 
crossed  the  North  River;  and  on  our  way  through  the  Jerseys,  being  en- 
camped for  the  night,  General  Lee  to  accommodate  himself  took  quarters  ] 
a  short  distance  from  the  camp,  and  was  taken  a  little  before  day  by  the  1 
British  light  horse  and  carried  oil".  I  theu  led  my  regiment  under  the  j 
command  of  Major-General  Sullivan,  and  crossed  at  the  Ibrks  of  the  Del-  | 
aware  at  a  place  called  Easton,  settled  by  a  society  of  religious  people  « 
called .                                                                                                                              i 

We  then  went  down  to  Bristol  on  Pennsylvania  side,  and  about  tlie  last  j 

of  December  and  the  fore-part  of  January,  we  crossed  the  river  into  the  J 

■Jerseys  again,  and  I  with  my  regiment  under  the  immediate  command  of  j 

General  Washington  was  in  the  battle  at  Trenton  and  at  Princeton,  and 
took  up  winter  quarters  at  Morristown  till  the  time  expired  we  were 
raised  for.  I  then  dismissed  the  regiment  and  returned  home.  While  I 
was  with  General  Washington  he  gave  me  a  brevet  command  of  Brigadier 
General  over  a  brigade. 

Soon  after  I  returned  home,  I  was  appointed  Brigadier-General  of  the 
militia  of  the  county  of  Providence,  and  was  in  that  con^nand  at  the  bat- 
tle on  Rhode  Island,  and  was  again  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  continued  a  member  and  in  the  command  of  Brigadier  till  al\er  the 
peace,  A.  J).  1783. 

Soon  after,  a  revolution  took  place  in  this  State  that  dismissed  me  from 
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all  public  lifo.  But  before  this  dismissal  happened,  I  Imd  been  appointed 
Jud^rc  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  received  my  commission,  l)ut  for  various 
causes  refused  to  be  engaged,  until  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly 
another  was  clioseu  in  my  room.  I  was  also  chosen  to  go  as  delegate  to 
Congress  and  refused.  From  the  time  the  peace  took  place  to  the  afore- 
said revolution  in  this  State,  there  was  scarcely  a,  rule  of  Court,  submit- 
ting disputes  to  referees,  but  what  I  was  a  member.  But  being  a  zealous 
advocate  for  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  I  was 
cried  down  and  have  lived  a  retired  life  from  public  business  to  this  day  of 
the  first  date  hereof,  beinir  the  4th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1822;  and  in 
the  next  month  I  shall  if  I  live  enter  my  79th  year.  Some  years  back  I 
was  brought  seriously  to  think  of  death,  resurrection  and  the  judgement 
to  come,  and  set  about  building  a  house  with  a  few  others  for  public  wor- 
ship, and  have  finished  the  same  mostly  at  my  own  expense.  When  the 
Peace  Society  at  Providence  was  adopted  I  subscribed  my  name  as  a  mem- 
ber, of  which  I  wish  to  continue  as  a  useful  member,  for  cultivating  peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  toward  men,  during  the  remainder  of  my  life. 

CiiKiSToniKii  LirriT  r. 
P.  S.     I  desire  this  biograpliical  relation  to  be  entered  and  published, 
whenever  the  doings  of  the  Society  are  made  public,  and  for  the  correctness 
of  the  most  part  of  what  is  related,  I  refer  the  inquirer  to  the  records  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  my  native  State. 

C.    L. 

[Gen.  Lippitt  died  in  Cranston,  IStli  June,  1824.] 
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Acts  of  tlic  Elders,  commonly  cnlled  tlic  Book  of  Abraham,  1845--G. 

American  Archives,  2(1  &  4th  volumes  of  4th  series. 

Augell,  Oliver.    A  set  of  his  School  Books. 

Balch,  William  S.     Lectures  on  Language,  Providence,  1S38. 

Christian's  Le<j:ac3\ 

Church,  Benjamin,    History  of  King  Philip's  War,  with  notes  by  Dexter, 

18G5. 
Congdon,  J.  W.     Analytical  Class  Book  of  Botany. 
Eastman,  Kev.  W.     Yamoyden,  or  a  Talc  of  the  War  of  King  Philip. 
Greene,  Frances  IL     Primary  Class  Book  of  Botany,  1854. 
Greene,  Prof.  G.  W.   Life  of  Nathanael  Greene,  od  vol. 

*'  *'  German  Element  in  the  Revolution. 

**  "  Biographical  Studies,  New  York,  18G0. 

*'  "  Various   School  jNIanuals  and   Primary  Lessons. 

Hall,  Louisa  J.     Verse  and  Prose,  Boston,  1850. 
Hallett's  lleport  of  the  E.  K.  Avery  Trial. 

Hedge,  Frederick  11.    Sermon  before  A.  and  H.  Artillery,  Boston,  1834. 
Heaton,  Nathaniel.  The  Pleasing  Library,  Wreutham,  1801. 
Henshaw,  Bishop.    Theology  for  the  People. 
Hicks,"  Ransom.    The  IMiilerites'  Confession. 
*  Hildreth's  Report  of  the  E.  K.  Avery  Trial. 
Hildreth's  Pioneer  History  of  the  North  Western  Territory. 
Hitchcock,  Enos.  The  Farmer's  Friend,  Boston,  1702. 
Hcillister,  G.  H.     Mount  Hope,  or  Philip.  King  of  the  Wampanoags. 
Jones,  Elizabeth  C.     Fugitive  Poems,  Providence,  1 828. 
Law's  Spirit  of  Prayer.     1823. 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Education,  2d,  4th,  5th,  Oth  and  24 th  Annual  Re- 
ports. 
Mourt's  Relation,  with  notes  by  Dr.  Dexter,  1805. 
Norton's  Life  of  Bishop  Henshaw,  New  York,  1850. 
Patterson's  Narrative  of  his  Shipwreck.     1817. 
Pawtucket  Directory,  No.  1,  1  SOS-GO. 
Pickering,  David.  Gospel  Preacher,  Providence,  1820. 
Providence  Bulletin,  1870,  1871,  1872  and  1873. 

*•  Journal,  Semi-Weekly  and  Daily,  1830. 
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Providence  Evening  Pi-ess,  from  March   13,  1870,  to  September  13,  1872, 
inclusive, 
*'  Children's  Friend  Society,  Annual  Reports,  2,  G,  10,  IG,  18. 

Khode  Island  Insurance  Commissioner's  Report,  1857,  18G7,  18G8  and  18C9. 

Sclioolmaster,  No.  2  of  vol.  IX,  and  No.  4  of  vol.  X. 
Scott,  Job,  on  Baptism.     1793. 

Scott,  Job.    The  Baptism  of  Fire,  Providence,  1797. 
Seabury,  Bishop,  Discourses.     Vol.  1,  Hudson,  N,  Y.     1815. 
Slierburne's  Memoirs,  Providence,  1831. 
Smith,  Louisa  P.     Poems,  Providence,  1829. 
Stiles'  History  of  the  Judges. 

True  and  Infernal  Friendship,  or  the  Wisdom  of  Eve. 
Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Providence,  1792. 

Vinton,  Francis,  Sermon  before  the  A.  and  II.  Artillery,  Boston,  1862. 
War  of  the  Uebellion,  Oflicial  Records,  Scries  1,  vols.  2  and  3. 
Wieland.     Oberon,  A   Poem,  Translated  by  Sotheby,  2  vols.     Newport, 

1810. 
Williams,  Mrs.  C.  R.     Tales,  National  and  Revolutionary,  1835,  vol.  1. 
Wheatou,  Henry,  History  of  the  Northmen,    or  Danes   and  Normans. 
Pliiladelphia,  1831.  .    . 

♦'  Life  of  William  Pinckney,  New  York,  1826. 

"  Right  of  Visitation  and  Search,  1831. 

**  History  of  the  Law  of  Nations,  New  York,  1845. 

A  copy  of  every  Document  published  by  our  State,  cities,  towns  and 
various  societies;  church  histories;  family  genealogies;  biographij 
cal  sketches;  obituaries;  biographical  dictionaries;  Webster's  or 
Worcester's  quarto  dictionary,  gazetteers,  encyclopedias,  maps, 
charts,  likenesses,  and  whatever  tends  to  illustrate  the  history  and 
the  life  and  growth  of  our  State  and  nation. 
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EESIDENT  MEMBERS.— 1883. 


KLKCTEI). 

ELECTI- 

188L 

Adams,  Gcor^^e  .J. 

1857. 

1874. 

Addcinan,  Joshua  M. 

1876. 

1874. 

Akhich,  Nelson  W. 

1881. 

1875. 

Ames,  William 

1878. 

1876. 

Angell,  Edwin  G. 

1878. 

1836. 

Anthon}',  Henry  B. 

18S0. 

1880. 

Anthony,  John  B. 

1859. 

1875. 

Aplin,  Charles 

1880. 

1881. 

Arnold,  James  N. 

187G. 

1876. 

Arnold,  Noah  J. 

1873. 

1874. 

Arnold,  Olney 

1874. 

1877. 

Arnold,  Stephen  II. 

1874, 

1881. 

Austin,  John  Osborne 

1857. 

1853. 

Bailey,  William  M. 

1872. 

1881. 

Bailey,  Kichard  Arnold 

1879. 

1881. 

Baker,  David  S.,  Jr. 

18S0. 

1883. 

Ballon,  Frederick  M. 

1880. 

1881. 

Barrows,  Rev.  Comfort  E. 

1868. 

1872. 

Barrows,  Edwin 

1883. 

1831. 

Bartlett,  John  R. 

1873. 

1876. 

Barton,  Robert 

1880. 

1879, 

Barton,  William  T. 

1878. 

1883. 

Bates,  Isaac  C. 

1873. 

1881. 

Behrends,  A.  J.  F. 

1880. 

1858. 

Binney,  William 

1878. 

1878. 

Boj^mau,  Edward  Y. 

1879. 

1881. 

Bradley,  Charles 

1880. 

1846. 

Bradley,  Charles  S. 

1877. 

18cS0. 

Bray  ton,  William  D. 

1879. 

1883. 

Brldi^ham,  Joseph 

1879. 

1870. 

Brinley,  Francis 

1872. 

1883. 

Brown,  I).  Russell 

1874. 

1883. 

Br<)\vn,  11.  Martin 

1877. 

1875. 

Brown,  John  A. 

1881. 

;d. 

Brown,  Welcome  O. 
Bugbee,  James  II. 
Bull,  Isaac  M. 
Bull,  Samuel  T. 
Burroughs,  Frank  M. 
Burrows,  Daniel 
Caldcr,  George  B. 
Campbell,  Daniel  G. 
Cauipbcll,  Horatio  N. 
Carpenter,  Charles  E. 
Carpenter,  Francis  W. 
Caswell,  Edward  T. 
Chambers,  Robert  B. 
Channing,  William  F. 
Chace,  Lewis  J. 
Chace,  Jonathan 
Chace,  Julian  .\. 
Chace,  Thomas  W. 
Child  Charles  II. 
Clatlin,  George  L. 
Clarke,  E.  Webster 
Clarke.  J[ames  M. 
Clark<!,  Sam  W. 
Clarke,  Samuel 
Clark,  Thomas  M. 
Clarke,  William  E. 
Coats,  James 
Codman,  Arthur  Amory 
Colt,  Le  Baron  B. 
Colt,  Samuel  1*. 
Congdon,  Johns  II. 
Cranston,  Henry  C. 
Cranston,  Cieorge  K. 
Cranston,  James  E. 
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1881.  Cressy,  Oliver  S.  1883. 

1879.  Cross,  William  J.  1872. 

1876.  Cushniaii,  Ilcury  I.  1872. 
1881.  Dunielson,  George  W.  1882. 
1881.  Day,  Daniel  1878. 

1874.  Day,  Daniel  E.  1881. 
1881.  DeWolf,  Dr.  John  J.  1871). 

1881.  Dixon.  Nathan  E.  1878. 

1877.  Doringh,  Charles  11.  K.  1874. 
1877.  ])orrance,  Samuel  K.  1888. 

1882.  Douglas,  William  W.  1877. 
1851.  Doyle,  Thomas  A.  1871. 

1875.  Dunnell,  William  NVanLoii         1881. 

1877.  Dnrfee,  Charles  S.  1873. 

1849.  Durfee,  Thomas  1873. 
1838.  Dyer,  Elisha  1874. 

1873.  Eamcs,  Benjamin  T.  1881. 

1878.  Elliott,  All)ert  T.       .  1874. 

1850.  Ely,  James  W.  C.  1874. 
18G2.  Ely,  William  D.  1871. 
1858.  Everett,  Richmond  P.  1880. 

1874.  Fairbrother,  Henry  L.  1880. 
1878.  Farnsworth,  Claudiu.s  P..  1843. 
1882.  Farnum,  .\lexander  1882. 

1876.  Fay,  Henry  II.  1882. 

1882.  Fisher,  Addison  Q.  1867. 
1878.  Fisher,  Charles  H.  1879. 
1881.  Foster,  William  E.  1881. 
1881.  Fursc,  Edmund  1874. 
1855.  Gammell,  Asa  Messer  1880. 

1875.  Gammell,  llobert  Ives  1873. 
1844.  Gammell,  William  1883. 
1875.  Gardner,  Henry  W.  1880. 

1880.  Goddard,  Francis  \V.  1876. 

1881.  Goddard,  Moses  B.  I.  iss'S. 
1850.  Goddard.  William  1879. 
1878.  Godding,  Alvah  W.  \SS^^, 

1883.  Goodwin,  Daniel  \6i>ii. 
1875.  Grant,  Henry  T.  1869. 
1881.  Greene,  Daniel  H.  1879. 

1878.  Greene,  Edward  A.  1880. 
187G.  Greene,  Henry  L.  1878. 
1874*.  Greene,  Simon  Henry  1872. 

1877.  Greene,  W.  Maxwell  1881. 

1879.  Greer,  David  H.  1881. 


Gregory,  Harry 
Grosvenor,  William 
Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 
Hall,  Jcnnison  C. 
Hall,'  Robert 
Ham,  Benjamin  W. 
Hammond,  Benjamin  B. 
Harkncss,  Albert 
Harrington,  Henry  A. 
Harson,  M.  Joseph 
Hartshorn,  Joseph  C. 
Hazard,  liowland 
Ilersey,  George  I). 
Hidden,  Henry  A. 
Hidden,  James  C. 
Hill,  Thomas  J. 
Hinckley,  Frederic  A. 
Holbrook,  Albert 
Hopkins,  William  H. 
Iloppin,  Frederic  S. 
Hoppin,  AVilliam  W. 
Howard,  Albert  C. 
Howland,  John  A. 
lloyt,  David  W. 
Jackson,  W.  F.  B. 
Jencks,  Albert  Y. 
Jillson,  Charles  D. 
Johnson,  Jose[)h  C. 
Johnson,  William  S. 
Jones,  Augustine 
Kendall,  Henry  L. 
Kendall,  Hiram 
Kenyon,  James  S. 
Kimball,  James  M. 
Klapp,  Lyman 
Knight,  Edward  B. 
Ladd,  Herbert  W. 
Larned,  Edwin  C 
Lester,  John  Erastus 
Lincoln,  John  L. 
Lippitt,  Christopher 
Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 
Lippitt,  Henry 
Liscond),  William  S. 
Liltletield,  AUVod  H. 
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1873.  Lyman,  Daniel'W, 

1877.  Musoii,  Cliarlcs  F. 

1877.  Mason,  Earl  Philip 

1877.  ]\Iason,  Eugene  W. 

1877.  Mason,  Goo ii>e  C. 
1881.  Mason,  John  II. 

1878.  Maiiran,  Edward  C. 

1878.  jNIauran,  James  E. 
18G7.  Mcader,  John  J. 

1876.  Metcair,  Ilcni-y  B.,  Pavv'ket. 

1875.  Miller  Augustus  S. 
1873.  Miller,  WUliani  J. 

1881.  Miner,  Francis  W., 
187G.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

1873.  Mowry,  William  A. 

1874.  Mowry,  William  G.  II. 

1877.  Munro,  Bennett  J. 

1882.  Munroc,  Oliver  B. 
1880.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 

1876.  Nickerson,  Edward  I. 
1874.  Nightingale,  George  C.,  Jr. 
1880.  Noyes,  Samuel  M. 

1879.  OIney,  George  H. 
1862.  Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 

1878.  Owen,  Smith 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  F. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 
1847.  Parsons,  Charles  W. 

1875.  Parsons,  Henry  L. 

1877.  Pearce,  Edward  D.,  Jr. 
1849.  Peckham,  Samuel  W. 

1875.  Pegram,  John  C. 

1880.  Peirce,  J.  Lewis 
1858.  Perry,  Amos 

1880.  Perry,  Marsden  J. 
1874.  Persons,  Benjamin  W. 

1873.  Phillips,  Tlieodore  W. 

1878.  Porter,  Emery  IL 

1876.  Kawson,  Henry  M. 

1874.  Richardson,  Erastus 

1881.  Kichardson,  Thomas  A.,  2nd 

1877.  Richmond,  Walter 

1878.  Rider,  Sidney  S. 
1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 
1866.  Rogers,  Horatio 
1878.  Russell,  Levi  W^ 
185G.  Sabin,  Charles 

1881.  Sackctt,  Frederick  M. 


ELECTED. 

1877.  Seabury,  Frederick  N. 

1877.  Scagi-ave.  Caleb 

1881.  Shaw,  Joseph  A. 

1875.  Sherman,  William  0. 

1874.  Shedd,  J.  Herbert 

1881.  SheOield,  William  P.,  Jr. 

1879.  Shepley,  George  L. 

1876.  Sherman,  Robert 

1880.  Simmons,  W.  Seabury 

1877.  Slater,  Horatio  N.,  Jr. 
IS:S3.  Slater,  John  W. 

1882.  Smith.  Charles  H. 

1875.  Smith,  Edwin  A. 
18C9.  Southwick,  Lsaac  II. 
1874.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 
1S76.  Spencer,  Joel  M. 

1880.  Spicer,  William  A. 

1881.  Spooner,  Henry  J. 

1877.  Stanhope,  Frederick  A. 
18(19.  Staples,  William 

1878.  Starkweather,  Joseph  U. 
1S6S.  Steere,  Henry  J. 

1879.  Stiness,  John  II. 
18S0.  Stock  well,  Thomas  B. 
ISSl.  Stone,  Alfred 

1848.  Stone,  Edwin  M. 

1883.  Stoiie,  Waterman 
1881.  Swinburne,  Henry  H. 
1856.  Taft,  Royal  C. 

1874.  Taylor,  Charles  F. 

1877.  Thayer,  Tiiatcher 
1881.  Thomas,  Charles  L. 

1873.  Thurston,  Benjamin  F. 
1881.  Tilley,  R.  Hammctt 

1878.  Tillinghast,  James 

1875.  Trippe,  Samuel  G. 

1874.  Turner,  Henry  E. 
1881.  Vose,  James  G. 
1874.  Wales,  Samuel  H. 
1861.  Waterman,  liufus 
1878.  Watson,  Arthur  II. 
1868.  Weeden,  William  B. 
1868.  Westcott,  Aniiir^a  S. 
1881.  White,  Zebulon  L. 
1874.  Wliitford.  Gorge  W. 
1881.  Williams.  ZephaniaU 
187G.  Woods,  Marshall. 
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LIFE     MEMBERS. 


J87?.  Gcor^^c  T.  Paine,  Providence. 

1872.  ITenry  T.  ncckwilh,  '« 

1872.  William  Greene,  Warwick. 

1872.  IJowland  G.  Hazard,  South  Kini;slo\vn. 

1872.  Holder  Borden  Boweu,  Providence. 

1872.  Amasa  M.  Eaton,  Providence. 

1873.  James  Y.  Smith,*  Providence. 

1873.  Jarvis  B.  Swan,  " 

1874.  Benjamin  G.  Pabodic,*  " 

1875.  Albert  G.  Angell, 
187G.  William  Ely, 

1877.  Hezekiah  Conant,  PaAVtuckct. 

1879.  Samnel  G.  Arnold,*  Portsnionth. 

1879.  Amos  1).  Lockwood,  Providence. 

1879.  Poyal  Woodward,*  Albany,  N.  Y. 

1880.  Charles  Gorton,  Providence. 
1880.  John  P.  AValker, 

1880.  Alexander  Dnncan,  England. 

1883.  John  P.  Mumford,  Providence. 
♦Deceased. 


C  O  R  K  E  S  P  O  N  D I X  G    ]M  E  :M  B  E  R  S 

Elected  since  the  annual  meeting,  Jiinuary,  1S82. 


188*2.  Wilfred  H.  IMunro,  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

1882.  Charles  II.  Denison,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

1882.  Charles  Henry  Hart,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

1882.  Frederick  C.  Pierce,  Kockford,  III. 

1883.  Hev.  Stephen  1).  Pcet,  Clinton,  Wis. 


HONOllARY    MEMBER 

Elected  Janu.nry,   1SS3. 


Rev.  George  E.  Ellis,  1).  1).,  Boston,  Mass. 


PROCEEDINGS 


fim  Inland  |iiHtaii.CHi  locirfji, 


1883-84. 


PROCEEDINGS 


-OF  THE- 


mmlt  Mm&  ijiHtoiiitHl  mtitig, 


1883-84. 


PROVIDENCE: 

rRINTED    FOR    THE    SOCIETY 

18S4. 


OFFICERS 

OF    THE 

RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

Elected  January  9,  1884. 


President, 
WILLIAM  GAMMELL. 

Vice-Presidents, 
FiiANTis  Brinley,  Charles  W.  Parsons. 

Secretary , 
Amos  Perry. 

Treasurer, 
Richmond  P.  Everett. 

STANDING     CO^DIITTEES. 

On  ^dominations, 

Albert  V.  Jeiiks,  William  Staples, 

W.  MaxAYcll  Greene. 
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On  LectureSy 

Amos  Perry,  William  Gammell, 

B.  B.  Hammond. 

On  Building  and   Grounds^ 

Isaac  H.  Southwick,  Henry  J.  Stcere, 

Eoyal  C.  Taft. 

On  the  Lihrary, 

Charles  W.  Parsons,  William  B.  Weedcn, 

Stephen  H.  Arnold. 

On  PuhlicaiionSy 

John  L.  Lincoln,  John  H.  Stiness, 

Thomas  Vernon. 

On  Genealocjical  Jicsearc/ieSj 

Henry  E.  Turner,    ^  William  A.  Mo  wry, 

Bennett  J.  Munro. 

Audit    Committee y 

John  P.  Walker,  Lewis  J.  Chace, 

Edwin  Barrows. 

Procurators  y 

For  Newport,  George  C.  iSlason, 

Bristol,         •  AVilHam  J.  Miller, 

Woonsocket,  Erastns  Bichardson, 

Hopkinton,  George  H.  Olney, 

Scituate,  Charles  H.  Fisher, 

Pawtncket,  Emery  H.  Porter, 

North  Kingstown,  David  S.  Baker. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF   THE 

EHODE  ISLAND  IIISTOEICAL  SOCIETY, 
1883-84. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  January  23, 
1883,  when  Mr.  WilHam  E.  Foster  read  a  paper  on 
"Stephen  Hopkms  and  his  connection  with  the  growth 
of  a  national  sentiment  in  Rhode  Ishxnd." 

At  a  meeting  held  Fehriuuy  6,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Par- 
sons read  a  paper  on  "The  early  votaries  of  Natural 
Science  in  Rhode  Island." 

A  meeting  was  held  February  20,  when  a  lecture 
was  delivered  by  Justin  Winsor,  Esq.,  Librarian  of 
Harvard  University,  on  "The  Historical  relations  of 
Latitude  and  Longitude,"  accompanied  by  black-board 
illustrations  of  the  progress  of  discovery  on  the  western 
continent. 

A  special  meeting  was  held  February  27,  to  take 
some  action  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  library  of  the 
late  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett  was 
appointed  to  attend  the  sale  of  the  first  division  of  the 
library,  to  begin  March  13,  and  to  act  for  the  Society  in 
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the  purchase  of  books,  "  under  such  instructions  as  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  may  give." 

At~a  meeting  held  March  6,  1883,  Hon.  Edwin  C. 
Larned  read  a  paper  on  "The  Chicago  Fire  and  the 
EeHef  Work." 

A  meeting  was  held  March  20,  when  a  paper,  pre- 
pared by  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  was  read  by  Dr.  Charles 
W.  Parsons,  which  gave  a  sketch  of  "  The  History  of 
the  Providence  Fire  Department  from  1815  to  1853." 
After  the  reading  of  the  paper,  Mr.  Charles  E.  Carpen- 
ter gave  an  account,  from  his  own  personal  experience, 
of  the  Fire  Department  from  1843  to  1860.  Dr.  Par- 
sons read  the  Constitution  and  By-Law^s  of  a  Providence 
Fire  Company,  formed  in  1771. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening, 
April  3.  Letters  were  read  from  Pev.  George  E.  Ellis, 
D.  D.,  of  Boston,  and  Pev.  Stephen  D.  Peet,  of  Clinton, 
Wisconsin,  in  acceptance  of  the  appointment  respec- 
tively, of  honorary,  and  of  corresponding  member,  of  the 
Society.  Communications  from  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer 
were  read  relative  to  the  Providence  Arcade,  and  the 
Hamilton  Building,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of  Messrs. 
Rowland  Hazard,  Isaac  II.  Southwick,  and  Piclimond 
P.  Everett,  as  a  Committee  to  devise  a  plan  to  meet  the 
increasing  expenses  of  the  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Resident 
Members:  Benjamin  M.  Bosworth,  Jr.,  Warren;  Sam- 
uel H.  Cross,  Westerly ;  and  Messrs.  J.  Edwards  Rislcy, 
Thomas  R.  Sheer,  Frederic  Talbot,  and  Charles  H. 
Parkhurst,  Providence. 
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Dr.-  Charles  W.  Parsons  reported,  in  behalf  of  the 
Committee  on  Publications,  the  issue  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Society  for  1882-83,  at  a  cost  of  $102. 

Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett  submitted  a  report  of  what  he 
had  done  as  the  agent  of  the  Society  at  the  sale  of  the 
library  of  the  late  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  jNIr.  Cooke  had 
given  $5000  to  the  Society,  payable  in  books  to  be  pur- 
chased at  the  sale  of  his  library.  Mr.  Bartlett  pur- 
chased two  hundred  and  eighty-four  volumes  for 
$675.85,  the  volumes  thus  costing  on  an  average  $2.33 
each. 

Letters  were  read  by  the  Secretary  from  the  Library 
Committee  tendering  the  resignation  of  their  office,  and 
requesting  that  the  Society  would  fill  the  vacancies  they 
made.  The  resignation  was  accepted,  and  Messrs. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  William  B.  Weeden,  and  Stephen 
H.  Arnold  were  appointed  to    fill  the    vacancies  made. 

A  quarterly  meeting  was  held  July  3,  1883.  Messrs. 
Dyer,  Southwick,  Hammond  and  Gorton  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  attend  a  celebration  at  Fort  Nini- 
gret  in  Charlestown.  Mr.  William  M.  Bailey  read  a 
paper  on  the  history  of  the  Jacob  Whitman  estate  in 
this  city. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Pesident  ]\Iem- 
bers :  Messrs.  -T.  P.  I.  Goddard,  Thomas  Vernon,  Joseph 
Peace  Vernon,  Charles  B.  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  all  of 
Providence;  also  Lewis  Hamilton  IMeader,  of  Warren. 
— Rev.  William  Hague,  D.  D.,  of  Wollaston  Heights, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb,  Editor  of  the  ^Ma^azine 
of  American  History,  New  York  ;  and  Justin  AMnsor, 
Librarian  of  Harvard  University,  were  elected  Corre- 
sponding Members. 
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Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons  resigned  his  place  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Publications,  and  Prof.  J.  L. 
Lincoln  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  made  in 
the  Committee. 

Messrs.  I.  H.  South  wick,  11.  C.  Taft,  Rowland  Haz- 
ard, William  Goddard,  Henry  J.  Steere,  and  Alfred 
Stone,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  the 
matter  of  increasing  the  accommodations  of  the  Society, 
either  by  an  addition  to  the  north  end  of  the  cabinet,  or 
by  such  other  means  as  may  seem  to  them  advisable,  to 
obtain  plans  and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  same,  and 
report  at  a  future  meeting. 

Mr.  Henry  T.  Drowne,  a  Corresponding  Member 
residing  in  Xew  York,  read  a  sketch  of  the  life  of 
the  late  Stephen  Whitney  Phenix. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  October  2,  1883,  the 
Secretary  reported  letters  received  from  INIrs.  Martha  J. 
Lamb,  and  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  acknowledging  the 
intelligence  of  their  election  as  Corresponding  Mem- 
bers, and  expressing  their  desire  to  promote,  as  mem- 
bers, the  objects  of  the  Society. 

The  President  called  attention  to  a  "Record  of  letters 
received  at  the  Providence  Post  Office  between  October 
6,  176-i,  and  July  4,  1775,  the  gift  of  Ex-Governor 
Dyer;  also  the  ''History  of  the  Honorable  .Vitillery 
Company  of  Great  Britain  from  its  incorporation  in 
1537,"  in  two  large  8vo.  volumes;  "Familiar  Sketches 
of  Phillips  Exeter  Academy ;"  the  "  Lion  Gardiner 
Papers  and  Biography." 

Dr.  George  A.  Pierce  and  James  H.  Ohiey  were 
elected  Ilesident  ]Members,  and  Col.  John  Thomas 
Scharf,  of  Baltimore,  a  Corresponding  Member. 
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Mr.  B.  B.  Hammond,  from  a  Committee  appointed  to 
represent  the  Society  at  Fort  Ninigret,  and  also  in  the 
erection  of  the  Canonicus  Monument  in  the  North 
Burial  Ground,  submitted  a  report,  which  was  accepted ; 
and  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  to  these  gen- 
tlemen for  their  services.  The  Hon.  John  E.  Bar  tie  tt 
was  appointed  to  act  for  the  Society  at  future  sales  of 
the  Joseph  J.  Cooke  Library,  under  instructions  from 
the  Library  Committe. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons  read  a  copy  of  an  unpub- 
lished letter  of  Roger  Williams,  written  during  the 
Protectorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  the  interest  of  law 
and  order  in  the  Providence  Plantations. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  November  7,  1883,  the 
Hon.  Asa  Bird  Gardner,  Judge  Advocate,  U.  S.  A.,  read 
a  paper,  giving  a  sketch  of  the  rise  and  decline  of  the 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  France  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
XVI.  The  reading  of  the  paper  was  followed  by 
remarks  from  Gen.  Horatio  Eogers,  Gov.  Hoppin,  and 
the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Society. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  November  27,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam B.  Weeden  read  a  paper  on  "Lidian  Money  in 
New  England  Civilization,"  at  the  conclusion  of  which 
remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  B.  F.  Thurston   and    B. 

B.  Hammond  and  by  the  President. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  December  11,  Mr.  George 

C.  Mason,  Jr.,  of  Newport,  read  a  paper  on  '•  Queen 
Anne  or  Free  Classic  Architecture."  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Mason  w^as  unanimously  passed,  after  remarks  by 
Messrs.  W.  W.  Douglas,  C.  W.  Parsons,  Gov.  Hoppin 
and  by  the  President. 
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The  Sixty-second  annual  meeting  was  held  January 
8,  1884.  i 

The  Secretary  laid  before  the  Society  three  letters  : 
the  first   from  llev.   William  Hague,  D.  D.,  of  New  | 

York,  accepting  his  appointment  as  Corresponding 
Member  ;  the  second  from  Mr.  James  E.  Mauran,  a 
member  of  the   Society  who  resides  in  Newport,   an-  i 

nouncing  the  gift  of  a  portrait  of  his  grandfather,  the  j 

late  Chief  Justice  Samuel  Eddy,  painted  by  Alexander  1 

in  1823  ;  the  third  letter  from  the  late  Edwin  M.  Stone,  j 

presenting   to  the  Society  a  copy  of  his  book  "  Our  j 

French  Allies."  j 

The  Treasurer   presented  his  annual   report,   from  | 

which  it  appeared  that  the  amountof  moneys  received  is 
$859.36,  and  the  amount  paid  is  $833.26,  lea\dng  a 
balance  of  $26.10.  The  life-membership  fund  amounts 
to  $1000. 

The  President  read  his  Annual  Address,  in  which  he 
reviewed  the  work^done  by  the  Society  during  the  year, 
and  rendered  tributes  of  respect  to  deceased  members, 
and  also  called  attention  to  some  of  the  present  needs 
of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Parsons  read  the  report  of  the  Library  Commit- 
tee which,  after  mentioning  what  had  been  done  in  the 
Library,  emphasized  the  need  of  increased  accommoda- 
tions for  the  classification  of  the  Society's  collections. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Eesident  ^Icm- 
bers:  William  A.  Harris,  William  Gammell,  Jr.,  llev. 
William  H.  Bowen,  Augustus  A.  Wightman,  Dr.  Ariel 
Ballou,  James  Burdick,  Dr.  Charles  V.  Chapin,  Ileniy 
V.  A.  Joslin,  all  of  Providence  ;  George  C.  Mason,  Jr., 
Newport ;  George  Carmichael,  Eichmond. 
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*Hon.  John  H.  Stiness  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  PubHcations,  that  sufficient  material  is  at 
hand  to  constitute  Volume  VII.  of  the  Society's  Collec- 
tions, and  on  motion  it  was  voted,  that  the  Publication 
Committee  is  hereby  authorised  to  publish  Volume  VII. 
of  the  Society's  Collections,  as  soon  as  the  means  of  de- 
fra}dng  the  expense  thereof  are  secured. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Building  and 
Grounds  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  I.  H.  South- 
wick,  and  was  duly  received  and  referred ;  also  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  George  C.  Mason,  Procurator  for  New- 
port, was  read  and  accepted. 

Mr.  Southwick  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
on  enlarging  the  Cabinet,  submitting  dra^^ings  of  the 
proposed  enlargement,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost,  amounting  to  $12,000.  The  plan  came  to  the  So- 
ciety \^ath  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee. After  explanation  of  the  plan  by  Mr.  Stone,  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  it  was  by  vote  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Society,  and  the  Committee  were 
authorized  to  raise  the  requisite  funds,  and  then  to 
make  the  improvements  recommended. 

On  motion  of  Dr. 'Parsons,  the  following  resolutions 
from  the  Library  Committee  were  imanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  the  Ilon. 
John  11.  Bartlett,  for  his  valuable  services  in  attending  tlie  auc- 
tion sales  of  the  Cooke  Library,  his  constant  vigih\nce  and  ju- 
dicious selection  of  purchases,  as  agent  of  the  Society,  and  tlie 
fidelity  with  which  he  has  aided  us  in  securing  our  beneficiary 
interest. 

Itesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  'My. 
James  Eddy  Mauran  for  the  gift  of  a  life-like  portrait  of  tlie 
eminent  jurist  and  historian,  the  lion.  Samuel  Eddy,  LL.  U., 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  honored  oflicers  of  this  Society.    AVe 
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shall  cherish  this  portrait  as  a  most  valuable  accession  to  our  j 

gallery  of  Rhode  Island  worthies.  j 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given   to   ^Mr.  } 

Charles  Congdon  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  for  his   valuable  gift  of  I 

the  Publications   of   the  Bradford  Club,  New  York,   in  eleven  j 

volumes,  and  for  other  proofs  of  generous  interest  in   our  work.  j 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  as 
named  on  pages  3  and  4. 

It  was  voted,  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  ($3.00).  be  as- 
sessed upon  each  Resident  Member  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  current  year. 

It  was  also  voted,  that  the  Committee  on  Publications 
be  instructed  to  print  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society  for  the  year  1883-84,  including 
in  the  same  the  President's  Address,  the  reports  of  the 
Standing  Committees  and  Procurators,  with  authority 
to  print  at  their  discretion  any  papers  that  have  been 
laid  before  the  Society,  provided  the  whole  expense  of 
the  publication  do  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars. 
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ADDEESS  OF  THE  PKESIDEXT. 


Gentlemen  of  tlie  Historical  Society : — 

We  close  to-day  the  sixty-first  year  of  our  existence 
as  a  Society.  In  no  former  year  has  the  Society  en- 
joyed a  larger  prosperity  or  been  able  to  perform  a 
more  important  work  in  promoting  the  objects  which 
our  predecessors  had  in  mind  when  they  formed  it  in 
1822,  This  is  shown  in  the  widening  interest  that  is 
manifested  in  all  historical  pursuits  and  in  the  growing- 
sense  of  the  importance  of  rescuing  from  waste  and 
decay  and  preserving  in  some  safe  place  of  per- 
manent deposit,  everything  that  may  serve,  in  any 
way,  as  material  for  history.  It  is  on  this  account 
that  we  receive  at  our  Cabinet  a  constantly  increasing 
collection  of  books  and  pamphlets,  of  manuscripts  and 
engravings  and  relics,  and  an  innnense  variety  of  ar- 
ticles that  indicate  the  topographical  landmarks  or 
illustrate  the  modes  of  domestic  life,  the  condition  of 
social  manners  and  morals,  the  styles  of  dress  and  any 
other  characteristics  of  earlier  generations.  During 
the  year  we  have  thus  received  1,006  volumes,  2,176 
pamphlets  and  324  other  articles,  which  have  been  sent 
to  lis  as  worthy  of  a  place  in  a  Historical  Cabinet.  In 
addition  to  these  we  have  also  received  1,295  volumes 
and  85  unbound  pamphlets  as  a  bequest  from  our  late 
fellow-citizen  and  associate,  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  The 
entire  collection  of  Mr.  Cooke  was  carefully  catalogued 
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and  was  offered  for  sale  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
three  different  parcels.  The  sale  of  each  parcel  occu- 
pied the  afternoons  and  evenings  of  one  week  in 
March,  one  week  in  October,  and  one  week  in  Decem- 
ber.- By  a  vote  of  the  Society,  the  Hon.  John  E. 
Bartlett  attended  as  the  representative  of  its  interests 
at  each  of  these  several  sales,  under  such  directions 
as  he  might  receive  from  the  Library  Committee,  and 
the  closing  and  most  important  sale  was  also  attended 
by  Dr.  C.  W.  Parsons,  the  chairman  of  that  Commit- 
tee. The  character  of  these  books  and  the  consider- 
ations which  guided  their  selection  will  be  sufficiently 
set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Library  Committee, 
whose  members  gave  very  careful  attention  to  the 
whole  matter.  The  Society  was  also  very  fortunate 
in  having  Mr.  Bartlett  for  its  purchasing  agent,  for 
he  had  long  been  familiar  with  the  bibliogi-aphical 
character  of  the  entire  collection  and  knew  both  the 
original  cost  and  the  present  market  value  of  neai'ly  all 
the  most  important  volumes  which  it  contained.  Mr. 
Bartlett  also  performed  his  very  valuable  services 
without  cost  to  the  Society. 

In  this  manner,  Mr.  Cooke  has  caused  to  be  distrib- 
uted a  large  collection  of  books,  many  of  them  rare  and 
valuable,  together  amounting  to  $50,000  at  their  auc- 
tion price,  among  ten  New  England  libraries,  of 
which  five  are  in  his  native  State  and  foui*  are  in  his 
native  city.  The  method  adopted  for  this  purpose  is 
unusual  and  has  attracted  much  attention.  But  it  has 
been  resorted  to  at  least  once  before  by  the  late  Mr. 
George  Brinley  of  Hartford,  who  provided  in  his  will 
for  a  similar  distribution  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
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most  valuable  collections  of  books  on  American  His- 
tory evei'  made  in  New  England.  It  would  not  be 
easy  to  point  out  a  simpler  or  more  satisfactory  mode 
which  Mr.  Cooke  could  have  selected  for  carrying 
into  effect  his  beneficent  purj)oses  towards  the  several 
libraries  which  he  desired  to  make  his  beneficiaries. 

Quarterly  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  business 
have  been  regularly  held,  at  which  subjects  of  histor- 
ical interest  have  been  considered  and  discussed.  In 
addition  to  these,  nine  public  meetings  have  been  held 
dui'ing  the  year,  at  which  and  also  at  two  quarterly 
meetings,  jDapers  relating  to  historical  subjects  have 
been  read.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects  of 
these  papers  and  of  their  authors : 

I.  Stephen  Hopkins  and  his  connection  with  the 
Growth  of  I^ational  Sentiment  in  Ehode  Island,  by 
Mr.  WiUiam  E.  Foster. 

II.  Early  Votaries  of  l^T atural  Science  in  Rhode 
Island,  by  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons. 

III.  Relations  of  Latitude  and  Longitude  to  His- 
tory, by  Mr.  Justin  Winsor. 

IV.  The  Chicago  Fire  and  its  Relief  Work,  by  Mr. 
Edwin  C.  Earned. 

V.  The  Early  Fire  Department  of  Providence, 
by  Ex-Governor  Elisha  Dyer. 

VI.  The  Providence  Arcade,  at  a  quartei'ly  meet- 
ing, by  Ex-Governor  Elisha  Dyer  ;  also,  The  Efhgy 
of  the  "  Turk's  Head''  and  the  Jacob  Whitman  Estate, 
by  Mr.  William  M.  Bailey. 

VII  The  Services  of  the  late  Stephen  AVliitney 
Phoinix,  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  by  Mr.  Heni-y  Thayer 
Drowne,  a  corresponding  member. 
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VIII.  The  Cincinnati  in  France  in  the  reiirn  of 
Louis  XVI.5  by  Major  Asa  Bird  Gardner,  a  corres- 
ponding member. 

IX.  Indian  Money  in  ISTew  England  civilization, 
by  Mr.  William  B.  Weeden. 

X.  Queen  Anne,  or  Free  Classic  Architecture, 
by  Mr.  George  C  Mason,  jun. 

These  papers  Avere  all  carefully  prepared  and  wei-e 
listened  to  Avith  much  interest  by  audiences  that  gen- 
erally filled  the  Cabinet  hall.  Public  exei'cises  of  this 
description,  continued,  as  they  have  been  for  several 
years,  have  now  become  an  important  part  of  the  So- 
ciety's yearly  work.  They  have  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  community  a  great  variety  of  subjects 
relating  both  to  local  and  to  general  history,  and 
have  exerted  an  important  influence  in  creating  a  taste 
for  historical  studies  and  pursuits. 

No  result  of  these  newly-developed  tastes  is  more 
striking  than  that  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  foi'uui- 
tion  and  services  of  the  Association  of  Veteran  Citi- 
zens for  llistoi'ical  Enquiries  which  has  been  formed 
m  Providence.  It  grew  out  of  the  interviews  and 
conversations  of  a  few  elderly  gentlemen  who  took 
pleasure  in  comparing  together  their  personal  recol- 
lections of  the  town  as  it  was  in  the  time  of  theii-  boy- 
hood. Their  conversations  related  at  first  to  the  spots 
where  certain  famous  buildings  used  to  stand,  to  the 
wharves  and  water-lines  at  which  great  ships  used  to 
land  their  cargoes,  and  at  length  they  have  extended 
to  almost  every  feature  of  Providence  and  its  environs 
as  they  were  early  in  the  present  century,  and  even  to 
tha  traditions  relating  both  to  people  and  events  which 
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have  come  down  from  still  earlier  periods.  This  Asso- 
ciation now  numbers  about  one  hundred  members,  aiid 
holds  meetings  every  week,  at  which  is  brought  to- 
gether, alike  in  written  and  in  oral  statement,  a  vast 
variety  of  information  as  to  nearly  every  subject  of 
public  interest  relating  to  the  town  and  the  State  in 
the  generations  preceding  our  own.  By  its  agency 
many  interesting  historical  memoranda  have  been 
brought  to  light,  and  important  historical  papers  have 
been  prepared  for  publication,  some  of  which  have 
been  dej)osited  in  our  own  archives.  It  is,  of  course, 
not  to  be  claimed  that  ^all  such  recollections  of  the 
distant  past,  whet4ier  relating  to  persons  or  to  places, 
are  possessed  of  strict  historical  accuracy,  but  when 
skillfully  used  by  those  who  know  how  to  estimate 
historical  probabilities,  they  cannot  fail  to  render  as- 
sistance more  or  less  important,  in  every  endeavor  to 
I'eproduce  our  ancient  town  as  it  was  when  peopled 
by  the  ancestors  of  its  present  inhabitants.  For  the 
purpose  of  promoting  the  objects  of  their  Association, 
these  veteran  citizens  obtained  from  this  Societj^,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  committee  on  the  libi'ary,  the 
loan  of  the  Drop-Scene  of  the  Old  Providence  Thea- 
tre, which  j^resents  a  view  of  the  town  as  it  was  in 
1809-10.  They  retained  it  on  free  exhibition  for  sev- 
eral weeks  of  the  last  Summer,  during  which  it  was 
^'isited  by  many  hundreds  of  people  who  gazed  with 
singular  surprise  on  the  luu'row  dimensions  and  un- 
leveloped  condition  which  Providence  presented 
hree-quarters  of  a  century  ago. 

I  have  referred  to  this  Association  of  Veteran  Citi- 
zens which  has  been  formed  in  Providence,  not  only 
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on  account  of  the  useful  service  it  is  rendering  in  cre- 
ating an  interest  in  local  history,  but  also  that  I  niav 
express  the  hope  that  its  good^ example  will  be  fol- 
lowed in  other  towns  of  the  State,  in  so  man}'  of  which 
local  history  has  been  greatly  neglected.  The  Associ- 
ation here  had  its  origin  in  the  pubhc-spirited  exertions 
of  a  single  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  our  mem- 
bers residing  in  JSTewjDort,  or  if  23refeiTed,  the  local 
Historical  Society  of  that  city,  W(mld  render  a  very 
important  service  if  they  would  take  some  measures  to 
obtain  from  the  elderly  citizens  of  that  ancient  capital 
such  information  as  they  may  possess  of  the  localities 
and  the  people  that  were  conspicuous  in  a  former 
generation.  The  same  ought  also  to  be  done  in  others 
of  the  older  towns  of  the  State  where  it  has  not  been 
already  done.  In  other  States  of  N^ew  England,  and 
to  a  great  extent  in  New  York,  the  history  of  nearly 
every  old  town  has  been  carefully  written  by  compe- 
tent hands.  This  work  has  been  done  in  only  a  fcAV 
of  the  towns  in  Rhode  Island,  and  in  many  of  them 
the  materials  for  doing  it  are  raj^idly  disappearing. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  interesting  events 
in  connection  wdth  the  American  Indians  in  several 
different  parts  of  the  country.  The  most  conspicuous 
of  these  is  the  establishment  of  comparatively  peace- 
ful relations  between  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  and  the  wild  tribes  that  still  roam 
the  plains  of  the  distant  AN  est.  So  promising  ha\  e 
these  relations  now  become,  that  the  General  ot  the 
Army  as  he  was  retiring  from  active  service  declared 
that  the  days  of  Indian  wars  are  past  and  gone.     Let 
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US  lio])e  that  he  is  not  too  saiigiime  m  his  declaration. 
Considerable  progress  hag  also  been  made  in  bringing 
about  a  radical  change  in  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment towards  all  the  aboriginal  tribes  within  the 
domain  of  the  republic.  The  original  mistake  of 
recognizing  them  as  independent  nations  Avith  which 
treaties  were  to  be  made  that  could  not  be  fulfilled, 
has  been  in  a  great  measure  abandoned.  It  will  I'e- 
quire,  however,  a  long  time  to  do  away  with  its  evil 
consequences  and  to  reduce  the  Indians  of  the  whole 
country  from  their  anomalous  condition,  partly  of  in- 
dependent tribes  and  parti}''  of  wards  of.  the  Govern- 
ment, to  that  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  they 
must  ultimately  become.  Much  ethnological  investi- 
gation is  also  now  devoted  to  the  Indians  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  many  of  those  problems  relating  to 
them  which  have  hitherto  been  deemed  insoluble,  will 
at  no  distant  day  find  a  solution.  Meanwhile  Chris- 
tian philanthrophy  is  exerting  itself  more  than  ever 
before  to  reclaim  them  from  their  barbarism  and  to 
teach  them  the  religion  of  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  to  all  men. 

Among  the  fruits  of  recent  researches  I'elating  to 
the  American  aborigines,  the  Society  has  received 
from  the  author,  Dr.  Daniel  G.  Brinton  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  is  one  of  our  Corresponding  Members,  a 
volume  entitled  "  Aboriginal  American  Authors  and 
their  Productions:  especially  those  in  the  native  lan- 
guages. A  Chapter  in  the  History  of  Literature." 
It  was  prepared  to  be  read  at  the  International  Con- 
gress of  Antiquarian  Research,  held  in  Copenhagen 
in  August,  1883.     It  is  an  interesting  and  suggestive 
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contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  the  eapabilties  of  the 
aboriginal  mind,  of  the  structures  of  aljoriginal  lan- 
guages and  of  the  various  forms  of  literature  whidi 
they  contain,  together  with  notices  of  authors  and  theii- 
works.  Dr.  Brinton  is  also  the  editor  of  a  series  of  vol- 
umes relating  to  Indian  Archaeology,  of  which,  the  two 
which  have  thus  far  been  published,  are  of  special 
importance.  The  first  is  the  fruit  of  his  own  re- 
searches, and  describes  the  TSTaya  language  which  was 
once  spoken  in  Yucatan,  and  is  deemed  an  important 
key  to  the  languages  of  Central  America.  The  second 
is  entitled  "  The  Iroquois  Book  of  Rites,''  by  ]Mr. 
Horatio  Hale.  It  contains,  as  an  introduction,  a  care- 
fully prepared  account  of  the  Iroquois  Indians.  Re- 
searches such  as  these,  can  scarcely  fail  to  assist  us  j 
in  solving  the  problems  which  pertain  to  Indian  civil-  i 
ization  and  in  preparing  the  Avay  in  which  the  rem-  \ 
nants  of  the  aboriginal  race,  like  the  immigrants  that  \ 
come  to  us  from  every  continent  of  the  globe,  are  at  i 
length  to  be  mhigled  with  the  mass  of  the  American 
people  under  common  institutions  and  laAvs,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  controlling  forces  of  Christian  civilization. 
In  our  own  State,  during  the  past  year,  public  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  voluntar}^  extinction  of  one 
of  the  most  powerful  of  the  Indian  tribes  that  occupied 
New  England  at  the  period  of  its  settlement  by  the 
English.  At  the  January  Session  of  ISSO,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  took  the  initiatory  step  for  abolishing 
the  tribal  existence  of  the  Narragansett  Indians, 
who  to  a  certain  extent  had  maintained,  under  the 
protection  of  the  State,  a  separate  organization  of 
their  own  at  their  ancient  seat  in  the  town  of  Charles- 


ADDRESS    OF   TJIE    TIIESIDENT.  21 

town.  Their  countiy,  once  extending  over  more  than 
half  the  State,  had  been  reduced  to  a  Keservation  of 
a  thousand  acres  lying  ai'ound  the  ancient  Dutch  re- 
doubt knoAvn  as  Fort  Ninegret.  Their  nmnbei's  had 
dwindled  to  less  than  four  hundred  persons  of  all  ages, 
of  whom  very  few — perhaps  not  one — Avere  of  pure  In- 
dian blood,  while  several  of  them  appeai'cd  to  be  little 
else  than  merely  honorary  members  of  the  tribe.  A 
commission  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  and  by  the 
agency  of  its  members,  with  the  full  consent  of  the 
Indians,  their  tribal  existence  was  to  be  surrendered 
on  the  payment  of  $5,000  by  the  State.  The  day  fixed 
for  the  consummation  of  this  agreement  was  the 
twenty-first  of  August,  1883.  The  occasion  was 
marked  by  appropriate  ceremonies  on  the  part  of  the 
State  authorities,  which  took  place  at  Fort  Ninegret. 
At  the  invitation  of  the  Commission  this  Society  was 
represented  by  a  committee  composed  of  the  Hon. 
Elisha  Dyer  and  Messrs.  Isaac  H.  South  wick,  B.  B. 
Hammond  and  Charles  Gorton.  The  scene,  though 
humble  and  remote,  was  fitted  to  recall  to  the  people 
of  the  State  the  days  when  the  exiled  fathers  of  Rhode 
Island  first  came  in  contact  with  this  then  powerful 
tribe  and  when  they  experienced  from  the  greatest 
and  noblest  of  its  Chiefs  the  hospitality  and  kindness 
which  had  been  denied  to  them  by  their  brethren  in 
Massachusetts.  In  no  other  colony  in  New  England, 
and  if  we  except  Pennsylvania,  in  no  other  colony  in 
America,  did  the  early  English  settlers  receive  from 
the  aboriginal  occupants  of  the  soil,  the  friendly  offi- 
ces and  the  humane  treatment  which  were  accorded 
to  the  founders  of  Providence   by  the  Narragansctt 
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Chiefs,  Gaiioiiicus  and  Miaiitonomi.  The  long  for- 
bearance of  the  State  in  sanctioning  the  continued  tri- 
bal existence  and  authority  of  this  dAvindled  and 
demoralized  race,  is  to  be  ascribed  in  a  large  degree, 
to  the  kindly  memory  of  those  early  days,  which  has 
been  cherished  among  the  people  of  Rhode  Island. 

A  few  Aveeks  subsequent  to  the  interesting  event  to 
which  I  have  just  referred,  another  opportunity  Avas 
unexpectedly  afibrded  to  the  Society  for  expressing 
its  interest  in  the  historical  memories  connected  with 
the  i^i^arragansett  Indians.  In  the  progress  of  some 
sewer  excavations  then  going  on  in  South  Main  Street,  ] 

a  large  boulder  was  unearthed  for  which  the  city 
officials  in  charge  had  no  use.  It  immediately  occurred 
to  the  Rev.  Frederic  Denison,  that  this  stone  was  of 
the  character  which  had  often  been  mentioned  in  this 
Society  as  suitable  to  commemorate  the  early  Indian 
Chiefs  of  Rhode  Island.  It  Avas  like  that  Avhich  had 
been  set  up  at  Mount  Hope  in  memory  of  King  Philip 
and  also  like  that  which  had  so  recently  been  placed 
in  the  Old  Reservation  at  Foi't  Ninegret.  He  imme- 
diately obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  North  Burial  Ground,  Avho  readily  set  apart  a  spot 
in  that  enclosure  suitable  for  its  reception.  AVith  the 
assistance  of  a  fcAV  citizens  Avho  approved  the  design, 
the  expenses  were  paid  of  moving  the  stone  to  the 
designated  spot  and  j^reparing  it  for  the  office  it  Avas 
to  fulfill.  It  Avas  at  this  stage  of  the  i)roceedings  that 
a  request  Avas  made  to  me  that  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society  Avould  accept  the  preparation  and  di- 
rection of  such  j^ublic  exercises  as  might  properly  be 
held  for  setting  apart  this  stone  to  the  memory  of 
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Caiioniciis,  the  Indian  Chief,  who  more  than  any  other 
befriended  the  illustrious  founder  of  the  State.  The 
request  was  so  much  in  harmony  with  the  antecedents 
and  spirit  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  so  proper  in  itself, 
that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  assume  the  authority  of 
complying  with  it.  I  accordingly  requested  the  same 
gentlemen  who  had  so  recently  represented  the  Soci- 
ety at  Fort  l^inegret  to  prepare  the  exercises  and  take 
charge  of  the  occasion  now  proposed.  They  very 
kindly  complied  with  the  request  and  performed  the 
service  with  excellent  judgment  and  with  eminent 
success.  The  occasion  was  honored  by  the  presence 
of  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  other  officers  of  the 
city  government,  and  also  by  the  members  of  the  In- 
dian Commission.  The  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  this  Society,  presided  over  the 
exercises.  An  address  on  the  character  and  services 
of  Canonicus  was  delivered  by  General  Horatio  Rog- 
ers and  a  poem  b}^  the  Rev.  Frederic  Denison.  The 
memorial  stone,  which  had  been  unveiled  by  Moses 
B.  Prophet,  a  ivrarragansett  Indian,  was  formalh^  pre- 
sented with  an  appropriate  address,  by  Mr.  B.  B. 
Hammond  to  the  Mayor  of  Providence  by  whom  it 
was  accepted  in  behalf  of  the  city.  The  Rev.  T.  Ed- 
Avin  Brown,  D.  D.  officiated  as  chaplain  and  hymns 
were  sung  by  a  select  choir  of  pupils  of  the  High 
School.  The  occasion  w\as  one  of  extraordinary  in- 
terest and  aflbrded  great  satisfaction  to  a  large  assem- 
bly of  citizens  Avho  came  to  participate  hi  it.  The 
exercises  have  been  printed  and  the  modest  pamphlet 
that  contains  them  will  convey  to  distant  generations 
the  origin  and  meaning  of  the  unshapon  stone  which 
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stands  apart  in  our  City  Campo  Santo,  and  bears  the 
solitary  but  unforgotten  name  of  Canonicus. 

On  two  still  more  recent  occasions  of  even  wider  lii.^-  i 

torical  interest  has  the  Society  been  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  the  public  ceremonies  with  which  events  of 
national    importance    were   celebrated.       Th«^sc    were  \ 

the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Evacuation    of  the  ] 

City  of  New  York  by  the  British  troops,  November 
26,  1783,  also  on  the  same  day  the  Unveiling  of  the 
Statue  of  Washington,  erected  on  the  spot  on  which  he 
stood  when  lie  first  took  the  oath  of  office  as  President  of 
the  United  States.     Tlie  invitation  for  the  former  was  .  j 

received  from  the  New  York  Historical  8  )ciety — that  for  j 

the  latter  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  i 

of  New  York.     The  Society  was  represented  on  eacli  of  | 

these  occasions  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Vernon,  Ivichmond  i 

P.  Everett  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith,  and  at  the  latter  a  ] 

historical   discourse  of  singular  eloquence    and  power  j 

was  delivered  by  Mr.    George    William    Curtis,    a    dis-  1 

tinguished  son  of  Ehode  Island  long  resident   in    New  I 

York.  With  these  magnificent  celebrations  closed  the 
centennial  commemorations  connected  with  the  War  of 
Independence.  There  is  one  other  event  of  wliose  cen- 
tennial return  we  were  reminded  by  the  special  prochi-  j 
niation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
the  resignation  of  his  commission  by  the  victorious 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  American  Armies  at  the 
close  of  the  revokttion,  an  event,  which,  though  it  was 
celebrated  with  no  noisy  demonstrations,  yet  in  simple 
grandeur  towers  abo\e  them  all,  while  as  an  illustration 
of  exalted  character,  I  may  almost  say,  it  stands  alone 
in  human  history . 
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In  this  long  series  of  centennial  observances  which 
began  eight  years  ago,  the  American  people  have  been 
drawn  more  than  ever  before  to  stndy  the  great  events 
of  their  own  history,  to  meditate  anew  on  the  work  of 
the  founders  of  the  republic,  to  consider  how  it  is  that 
exalted  national  character  is  to  be  formed  and  a  great 
national  destiny  is  to  be  secured.  It  is  thus  that  we  are 
to  learn  how  in  this  portion  of  the  earth  which  Provi- 
dence has  assigned  to  us  w^e  may  at  length  create  a  new 
civilization  of  guaranteed  freedom  and  legal  equality, 
more  triumphant  over  nature,  more  productive  of  all 
that  is  righteous  and  humane,  of  all  that  is  peaceful  and 
just,  of  all  that  is  grand  and  heroic,  than  man  has  else- 
where attained.  Five  years  from  now^  will  come  still 
another  centennial  anniversary — that  of  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  National  Government  under  the  Constitution 
— an  event  most  momentous  in  its  bearings  on  all  that 
we  have  become  and  on  all  that  we  hope  to  be.  That 
constitution  is  the  grandest  achievement  of  American 
statesmanship,  and  its  adoption  and  continued  mainten- 
ance is  the  most  honorable  triumph  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. No  one  of  the  original  thirteen  States  has  received 
so  many  advantages  from  the  Constitution  as  Khode 
Island,  tardy  though  she  was  in  accepting  it.  It  has 
proved  to  be  the  perpetual  protector  of  the  small  States. 
When  its  hundreth  anniversary  shall  arrive  let  us  hope 
that  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  will  commemorate  it 
in  a  manner  which  shall  show  their  appreciation,  not 
only  of  the  blessings  which  were  secured,  but  also  of 
the  calamities  which  were  averted  by  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  by  their  distrustful  and  reluctant  an- 
cestors.    That  transaction   not   only    retained   for    the 


y&    iruiii     uiL'  j 


26  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

State  a  place  in  the  Union,  but  it  saved  her  from  dis- 
memberment  and  destruction.  The  idea  that  she  couM 
exist  as  a  separate  commonwealth,  independent  and 
sovereign,  was  the  dream  of  ignorance  and  infatuation 
which  even  now  it  is  humiliating  to  recall. 

Of  the  contributions  which  have  been  made  to  our 
local  history  during  the  year,  I  take  special  pleasure  in 
mentioning  the  Tract  written  by  our  honored  associato, 
Chief  Justice  Durfee,  entitled,  "  Gleanings  from  the 
Judicial  History  of  Rhode  Island,"  which  forms  the 
eighteenth  volume  of  Mr.  Rider's  series  of  Historical 
Tracts.  This  charming  monograph  is  of  much  greater 
interest  and  importance  than  its  modest  title  is  fitted  to 
suggest.  It  is,  in  reality,  a  sketch  of  the  State  Judiciary 
from  its  early  condition  of  humiliating  dependence  on 
the  legislature  to  its  present  supremacy  in  all  matters 
of  both  equity  and  law.  Few  people,  I  think,  are  aware 
of  the  degradation  to  which  the  judicial  authority  was 
here  subjected.  In  no  other  American  colony  did  the 
legislature  arrogate  to  itself,  to  so  great  an  extent,  both 
the  judicial  and  the  executive  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  exercise  such  unrestricted  control  over  the  in- 
terests and  rights  of  society.  It  assumed  at  its  will 
many  of  the  functions  alike  of  the  (Joveruor  and  of  tlie 
courts.  At  one  time  it  constituted  its  own  upper  house, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Colony,  and  at  all  times  it  re- 
garded every  court  that  existed  as  its  own  servant 
rather  than  the  servant  of  the  State.  It  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  overrule  its  decisions  and,  at  least  in  one  mem- 
orable instance,  its  lower  house  summoned  to  its  bar 
the  entire  bench  of  live  justices  and  required  them  to 
give  reasons  for  their  judicial  decision.     Down  to  1780, 
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when  the  practice  was  prohibited  by  law,  the  same  per- 
sons often  sat  as  members  of  the  Assembly  and  as 
judges  on  the  bench.  So  late  as  1774  and  1775,  Stephen 
Ilopkms,  the  most  distmgnished  man  of  the  time,  was 
not  only  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  but 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Assembly  and  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Colony,  all  at  the  same  time.  From  1770  to 
1778,  Metcalf  Bowler  was  Speaker  of  the  lower  house 
of  the  Assembly  and  either  Associate  or  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court.  In  the  present  Constitution  which  was 
adopted  in  IS-ifS,  judicial  power  is  vested  in  the  courts 
in  precisely  the  same  words  as  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  But  for  thirteen  years  under  sanction 
of  the  bad  precedents  of  earlier  times,  the  General  As- 
sembly still  continued  to  arrogate  the  judicial  powers  it 
had  so  long  exercised.  The  practice  was  pronoimced 
unconstitutional  in  1856,  but  even  then  the  Justices 
who  united  in  the  opinion,  were  threatened  with  re- 
moval for  presuming  to  declare  a  proceeding  of  the  leg- 
islature unconstitutional.  The  Tract  is  also  enlivened 
with  personal  sketches  and  anecdotes  relating  to  the 
modes  of  judicial  proceeding,  the  judges  and  the  lawyers 
of  former  generations. 

The  paper  read  before  this  Society  in  1881,  by  the 
Hon.  William  P.  Sheffield,  on  "The  Privateers  of  Khode 
Island,"  and  that  read  in  1882  by  Mr.  Royal  C.  Taft  on 
"  The  Introduction  of  the  Woolen  Manufacture  in  the 
United  States,"  have  been  published  by  their  authors. 

The  most  considerable  volume  relating  to  Ilhode 
Island  history  wdiich  has  been  published  during  the  year 
is  entitled  "Our  French  Allies,"  by  the  late  Pev.  Edwin 
^lartin  Stone,  and  it  came  to  us  almost  simultaneously 
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with  tidings  pf  the    lamented  death    of  its    industiiou- 
and  painstaking  author.     Mr.  Stone   was    for  thirty-six     j 
years  a  member  of  this  Society  and  its   pubhshed   piD-      ■ 
ceedings  bear  ample  testimony  to   the  variety   and  ex-      j 
tent  of  his  researches  in  local   history.     In    prepariiiir      \ 
this,  his  latest  work,  he  was  still  engaged  upon  his  fa-      i 
vorite  theme,  the  Annals  of  Rhode  Island ;    for  it  wa<      i 
here  that  the  army  and  navy  of  France  fu\st  mingled  in       1 
the    struggle    for    American    Independence.     He   has      | 
gathered  into  a  volume  of  more  than  six  hundred  pages,       | 
a  vast  amount  of  historical  material,  not  only  about  the 
military  services  and  movements  of  the  French,  but  also 
about  the  affairs  of  the  State  and  of  the  country.     It 
mtroduces  the  reader  into  the  social    life  in   which  the       | 
cavaliers  of  France  were  accustomed  to  mingle,   especi-       \ 
ally  in  Newport  and  Providence.     It  traces  the  sites   of 
then*  encampments  and  the  routes  of  their  marches  and 
gives  the  names  of  the  families  of  the  State  by  whom  they 
were  received  and  entertained  on  terms  of   intimacy. 
Indeed  one  is  almost  embarrassed  by   the   number    and 
variety  of  the  subjects  brought  to  his  attention  as  well 
as  of  the  persons,  both  public  and  private,  whose  names 
it  contains  and  whose  characters  it  describes  ;   nor  does 
it  end  with  the  period  when  Frenchmen  were  here  as 
soldiers,  but  it  describes  with  almost  equal  fullness,  the 
coming  of  the  representatives  of  France  in  1881,  to  join 
in   the    centennial    celebration    at   Yorktown,  and    the 
manner  in  which  they  were  received  in  the  State  where 
their  ancestors  had  been  so  hospitably  quartered  a  hun- 
dred years  before.     The  volume  also,  beyond  any  other 
with  which  I  am  acquainted,  abounds  in  pictorial  illus- 
trations   of  the  historical   spots  and    famous    men   of 
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Rhode  Island,  both  the  living  and  the  dead.  While  show- 
ing traces  of  the  adAanced  age  of  the  author  it  will  still 
be  much  resorted  to  as  a  mine  of  information  and  sug- 
gestion by  those  who  may  seek  to  reproduce,  either  in 
history  or  in  fiction,  the  scenes  and  characters  of  the  in- 
teresting period  to  which  it  relates. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  six  Eesident  Mem- 
bers of  the  Society  have  been  removed  by  death.  They 
are  George  Francis  Wilson,  the  Hon.  William 
Greene,  Albert  Timothy  Elliott,  Henry  Lewis  Kendall, 
the  Eev.  Edwin  Martin  Stone,  and  the  llev.  Comfort 
Edwin  Barrows,  D.  D.  Brief  notices  of  these,  our  de- 
ceased associates,  have  been  prepared  and  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Annual  Proceedings  of  the  Society. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  I  made  incidental  refer- 
ence to  the  necessity,  which  was  already  apparent,  for 
the  enlargement  of  our  Cabinet  building.  The  acces- 
sions more  recently  made  to  our  collections  of  books  and 
articles  of  historical  interest  have  rendered  this  necessity 
more  pressing  than  was  then  anticipated.  At  the  quar- 
terly meeting  in  July,  a  vote  was  adopted  that  a  com- 
mittee be  apointed  to  prepare  plans  for  such  an  enlarge- 
ment as  may  be  required  for  the  present  and  prospective 
needs  of  the  Society,  and  Messrs.  Southwick,  Taft, 
Hazard,  Goddard,  Steere  and  Stone  were  appointed  to 
constitute  the  committee.  They  presented  a  partial  re- 
port at  the  quarterly  meeting  in  October,  and  they  are 
prepared  to  report  in  full  at  the  present  time.  I  hope 
that  this  proposed  enlargement  will  receive  the  careful 
consideration  of  the  Society,  and  that  it  will  also  secure 
tlie  approval  of  all  our  fellow-citizens  who  are  interested 
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in  the  liberal   objects    wliicli  we  are   engaged   in    pro- 
moting. 

The  lot  on  which  the  building  stands  was  the  gener- 
ous gift  of  the  late  Richard  Waterman,  one  of  our  earli- 
est members,  to  whom  it  had  descended  by  inheiitance 
from  an  ancestor  bearing  the  same  name,  who  was 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Providence.  This  building  which 
was  erected  in  1814,  was  built  by  subscriptions  obtained 
from  the  public.  The  lot  remains  still  adequate  to  all 
our  wants,  but  the  building  proves  to  be  too  restricted 
for  the  o:rowino-  collections  and  the  increasinof  work  of  , 
the  Society,  and  now  at  the  end  of  forty  years  we  are 
compelled  to  ask  the  assistance  of  our  friends  in  extend- 
ing its  dimensions.  I  hope  we  shall  not  ask  in  vain. 
The  services  which  the  Society  has  rendered  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  in  these  forty  years,  have  not  only  justi- 
fied the  liberality  which  w^as  then  expended  in  its  be- 
half, but  they  have  done  something,  I  think,  to  entitle 
it  to  a  repetition  of  that  liberality  for  meeting  its  present 
necessities.  It  is  the  only  Society  in  Ehode  Island 
which  attempts  to  preserve  the  diversified  objects  which 
may  illustrate  the  manners,  the  modes  of  life,  and  the 
characteristic  spirit  of  former  generations.  Planted 
here,  in  the  friendly  neighborhood  of  the  University,  it 
is  itself  an  institution  of  public  education.  It  inculcates 
reverence  for  the  past  as  the  parent  of  the  present ;  it 
cultivates  respect  for  ancestry,  and  is  always  ready  to 
encourage  and  assist  all  researches  into  the  origin  and  his- 
tory of  families ;  it  aims  especially  to  diffuse  a  taste  for 
historical  studies  which,  more  than  any  others,  enlarge 
and  liberalize  the  minds  of  a  people  ;  it  also  gathers 
materials  of  every  kind,  from  which  the   historian  may 
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prepare  the  history  of  the  State  and  set  forth,  the  re- 
lations which  that  history  sustains  to  the  more  compre- 
hensive annals  of  the  repuhlic.  From  its  members  and 
its  friends,  from  all  who  appreciate  high  and  generous 
purposes  such  as  these,  the  Society  now  solicits  the  as- 
sistance it  needs  in  carrying  forward  and  in  enlarging 
the  honorable  and  useful  Avork  in  which  it  is  engaged. 


REPORT   OF   THE    COMMITTEE    ON    THE 
LIBRARY. 


The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  present 
their  annual  report : 

The  members  of  this  Committee  who  w^ere  elected  at 
the  annual  meeting,  January  9,  1883,  resigned  this 
appointment,  by  a  communication  dated  March  1.  At 
the  next  regular  meeting,  April  3,  their  resignation  was 
accepted,  and  the  undersigned  w^ere  appointed  in  their 
stead.  Our  term  of  service,  therefore,  includes  only 
three-fourths  of  the  year,  while  this  report  covers  the 
whole  period  since  the  annual  meeting,  at  which  time 
a  full  and  able  report  was  submitted  by  our  predeces- 
sors. 

The  Hon.  Amos  Perry  was  found  in  performance  of 
the  duties  of  Librarian,  and  has  been  continued  in  that 
position.  Your  Committee  desire  to  record  their  high 
estimate  of  his  fidelity  and  diligence. 
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This  Committee  has  charge  of  receiving  and  disburs- 
ing the  money  appropriated  by  the  General  Assembh. 
to  meet  the  expense  of  custody,  arrangement  and  cuk 
of  documents.  This  money,  amounting  to  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  has  been  duly  drawn  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments, and  applied  to  the  compensation  of  our  Libra- 
rian. 

The  library  building  has  been  kept  open  for  five  and 
a  half  hours  a  day  on  week  days,  except  that  the  Libra- 
rian has  been  permitted  to  close  it  on  Saturday  after- 
noons, and  was  also  allowed  a  vacation  of  two  weeks  in 
August. 

The  Cabinet  has  been  more  than  ever  before  the 
resort  of  members  and  other  persons  engaged  in  histor- 
ical, genealogical  and  legal  researches.  It  has  been 
visited  by  persons  from  various  parts  of  our  State  and 
country,  some  of  whom  are  doubtless  drawn  by  curi- 
osity ;  but  a  majority,  it  is  presumed,  come  because  they 
are  interested  in  the  objects  for  which  this  Society  was 
founded.  Members  of  kindred  institutions  in  neighbor- 
ing states,  and  in  the  far  west,  have  come  to  learn  and 
report  wdiat  we  are  doing,  and  how  we  are  carrying  for- 
ward our  work,  and  several  written  inquiries  have  been 
made  to  the  same  efiect. 

The  number  of  books  issued  from  the  library  the  last 
year  is  more  than  double  that  of  any  previous  year. 
Among  the  duties  devolving  on  the  Librarian  are  these  : 
to  record  and  acknowledge  gifts  to  the  library  ;  to  keep 
an  account  of  exchanges  with  corresponding  institu- 
tions ;  to  note  books  issued  and  returned  ;  to  conduct 
correspondence,  and  to  answer  oral  incpiiries.  Perhaps 
the  most  important  of  all  his  duties   at   present  is  to 
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properly  index,  classify  and  catalogue  books,  and  vol- 
umes of  pamphlets  and  manuscripts.  In  this  work, 
marked  progress  has  been  made.  Many  pamphlet-vol- 
umes and  some  manuscript-volumes  have  been  indexed. 
More  than  three  thousand  books  have  been  catalogued 
and  nearly  as  many  pamphlets.  The  want  of  shelf- 
room  prevents  the  best  classification  and  arrangement. 
The  system  of  cataloguing  is  by  cards,  each  giving  the 
shelf-number.  Your  Committee  have  tested  the  accu- 
racy witli  which  it  has  been  carried  out,  and  have  found 
very  few  errors  or  omissions. 

The  additions  to  the  library  and  cabinet,  from  the 
usual  sources,  amount,  according  to  record,  to  3,506  ; 
of  which  1,006  may  be  classed  as  bound  volumes  ; 
2,176  as  pamphlets,  and  324  as  miscellaneous,  includ- 
ing pictures  and  engravings,  and  all  sorts  of  rehcs  and 
cuiiosities.  This  enumeration  is  exclusive  of  books 
derived  from  the  bequest  of  our  late  associate,  Mr. 
Joseph  J.  Cooke,  which  will  be  noticed  separately  ; 
also  of  duplicates  intended  merely  to  serve  as  material 
for  exchange,  and  Khode  Island  newspapers  and  docu- 
ments, which  are  property  of  the  State  placed  here  for 
safe  keeping.  There  are  various  sources  of  uncertain- 
ity  in  this  count  of  accessions,  and  the  exact  numbers 
are  of  little  importance. 

Among  the  bound  books  most  appropriate  to  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Society,  which  have  been  added  during  the 
year,  we  may  name  the  following :  the  third  Aohune  of 
Mr.  George  W.  Greene's  Life  of  General  Nathanael 
Greene.  Historical  Studies  by  the  same  author,  (1850). 
The  Papers  and  Biography  of  Lionel  Gardiner,  with  an 
appendix    by    Curtis    C.    Gardiner,    St.    Louis,    18S3. 
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Dring's  Recollections  of  Jersey  Prison-ship,  by  Albert 
G.   Greene,  one    of  a   hundred   copies    of  a   reprint. 
Upham's  early  Lectures  on  Witchcraft,  (1832,)  and  his 
elaborate  and  classical  monograph  on  Witchcraft  and 
Salem  Village,   2  volumes,   1867.     The   Quaker   Inva- 
sion of  Massachusetts,  by  K.  P.  Hallowell,  1883.     Pio- 
neers of  Ohio,  by  Samuel  P.  Hildreth.     Pev.  Jonathan 
Mayhew's  famous  sermon  on  Unlimited  Submission  and 
Non-resistance  to  the  Higher  Powers,  preached  in  Bos- 
ton, January  30,  1750,  and  printed  in  that  year.     Col- 
lections of  Epitaphs  in  the  old  burial-grounds  at  Block 
Island,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  Fishkill,  N.  Y.     Antique 
Views    of  Boston,  1882.     Groton   during   the    Indian 
Wars,  and  two  other  works  on  the  early  history  of  Gro- 
ton, Mass.     History  of  the  Greek  revolution,  by  Dr. 
Samuel  G.  Howe,  1828.     Genealogies  of  the  families  of 
Bliss,  Peirce,  Folsom,  Bedford,  Andrews,  Pigot,  Bedford, 
Hawkins,  Wendell,  Parkhurst,  &c.     Canada  in  the  sev- 
enteeth  century,  from  the  French  of  Pierre   Roucher, 
Montreal,  1883.     Three  volumes  of  Una,  edited  by  the 
late  Mrs.  Paulina  Wright  Davis,  Providence,  1853-55. 
Seventeen  volumes  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Quarterly, 
1853-1869,  the  earlier  volumes  published  in  Providence. 
Documentary  History  of  New  York,  in  4   vols,  octavo. 
A  lithographic  reprint  of  "An  Historical  and  Geographi- 
cal Account  of  the  Province  and  County  of  Peunsilva- 
nia  and  of  West  New  Jersey,  by  Gabriel  Thomas,"  Lon- 
don,   1698.      New     York    City    during   the     Revolu- 
tion,   1861,    containing   a    map  of  the    city,    1766-67. 
Aboriginal  American   Authors,  and  their  productions, 
&c.  by  Daniel  G.  Brinton,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia, 
1883. 
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Tlie  folloAving  work  deserves  special  notice:  History 
of  the  Honour «nble  Artillery  Company  of  London,  in 
two  fine  octavo  volumes,  by  Captain  G.  A.  Eaikes, pre- 
sented by  the  author. 

The  family  of  our  late  President  Zachariah  Allen, 
have  presented  numerous  copies  of  a  Memorial  of  him, 
prepared  at  their  request  by  our  Secretary.  This  offer- 
ing of  pious  affection,  commemorating  an  eminently  use- 
ful life,  is  received  with  tender  interest  and  gratitude. 
We  have  also  to  acknowledge  a  Memorial  of  the  late 
John  Barstow,  Esq.,  given  us  by  his  family. 

We  must  particularly  notice  the  gift  of  eleven  vol- 
umes of  the  Publications  of  the  Bradford  Club  in 
'New  York,  received  from  Mr.  Charles  Congdon,  of 
Brooklyn.  These  volumes  preserve  documents  of 
historical  value,  or  literary  productions  which  are  now 
scarce.  The  gift  deserves  especial  notice  from  our 
Society. 

The  latest  donation,  but  just  come  to  hand,  is  the 
work  of  our  late  associate,  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone. 
It  Avas  published  at  the  very  time  of  his  fatal  illness. 
Under  the  title,  "  Our  French  Allies,"  it  describes  the 
services  of  the  Fi-ench  in  our  revolutionary^  war;  and 
its  chief  value,  we  think,  will  be  found  in  the  detailed 
account  of  the  encampment  in  Providence. 

Many  pamphlets  received  are  of  great  local,  or  his- 
torical interest.  In  those  which  are  most  recent  and 
apparently  least  instructive  are  contained  the  mate- 
rials of  history ;  and  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  our 
Society  is  to  collect  this  fugitive  and  perishing  litera- 
ture, to  preserve  it  securely,  and  to  render  its  use  easy 
b^^  proper  arrangement  and  cataloguing.     Large  col- 
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lections  of  pamphlets  relating  to  ecclesiastical  history 
in  the  United  States  have  been  received,  especially  ; 

from  Rt.  Rev.  William  ."Stevens  Perry,  Bishop  of  Iowa,  ■ 

and  onr  friend  Bishop  Chai-k;  and  many  miscellaneous 
pamphlets    and    volumes    of  bonnd  pamphlets  have  ! 

been  given  by  Mr.  Henry  T.  Beckwith,  Hon  John  R.  j 

Bartlett,  &c.    Especially  we  must  name  thirteen  bonnd  • 

and  indexed  volumes  of  pamphlets,  mostly  connected  I 

with  Rhode  Island,  from  Mr.  Beckwith. 

Among  the  additions  to  our  manuscripts,  are  these:  ■ 

A  copy  of  a  letter  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stiles,  on  the  in-  i 

quiries  made  by  Royal  Commissioners  into  the  attack  ) 

on  the  Gaspee,   dated  February  16,   1773,  and    ad-  ] 

dressed  to  the  Rev.  Elihu  Spencer,  of  Trenton,  "N".  J.'"  i 

A  paper  on  the  ancestry  of  Commodore  Abraham 
Whipple  by  Albert  Hoi  brook,  Esq.  An  oi"derly-book 
of  Col.  Joseph  Barton,  of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  December, 
1776.  Materials  nsed  in  preparing  Mackenzie's  Life 
of  Commodore  O.  H.  Perry.  A  paper  on  the  old 
Turk's  Head  in  Providence,  by  W.  M.  Bailey,  Esq. 
History  of  the  Providence  Fire  Department,  fi'om 
1815  to  1853,  by  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer.  An  account 
of  the  Providence  Arcade,  by  the  same.  Reminis- 
cences of  Providence,  from  the  papers  of  the  late 
Walter  R.  Danforth.  A  notice  of  the  graves  of 
Governors  John  and  Samuel  Cranston,  in  ]N"ewport. 
A  collection  of  notes  on  Flax-Culture,  especially  in 
the  Uiiited  States,  made  by  Dr.  Usher  Pai'sons.  A 
catalogue  of  the  known  likenesses  of  Daniel  Webster. 
An  Indenture  of  Silvester  Bowers,  as  saddler,  1792. 


♦Extracts  from  tliis  letter  occur  in  Holmes'  Life  of  Stiles,  pp.  IC.fi,  &c.,  but 
the  whole  letter  has,  we  believe,  never  been  published. 
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Among  accessions  of  pictures  and  miscellaneous 
articles,  we  may  ennmerate  the  following:  a  French 
engraving  of  Pawtueket  falls,  with  the  old  wooden 
bridge  above  them, — numerous  photograjDhs  and  en- 
gravings of  buildings,  mostly  in  Providence  and  Paw- 
tucket,  of  the  originals  of  which,  many  have  disap- 
peared,— different  photographs  of  the  memorials  of 
French  officers  in  the  revolutionary  war,  and  of  the 
boulder  monument  to  the  Sachem  Canonicus,  with 
the  group  ol  citizens  present  at  the  dedicatioii  of  the 
latter,— a  framed  engraving  of  the  battle  of  Lake 
Erie, — a  map  illustrating  the  topography  of  the  cam- 
paign in  Rhode  Island  in  1778. — a  valuable  collection 
of  lithographic  engravings,  fourteen  in  number,  enti- 
tled "  The  City  and  Scenery  of  Newport,"  accompa- 
nied by  text,  and  published  at  Burlington,  N.  J.,  in 
1857, — an  engraving  illustrating  the  origin  of  the 
Stars  and  Stripes.  Of  specimens  of  portraiture,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  is  a  fine  steel  engraving  from 
Sir  Thomas  Lawrence's  portrait  of  the  eminent  pain- 
ter Benjamin  West,  born  in  Pennsylvania,and  who  suc- 
ceeded Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  as  President  of  the  Roj^al 
Academy  in  England.  This  engraving  is  well  framed, 
and  is  a  gift  from  Mr.  Darius  Chase,  who  has  done 
us  much  good  service  in  restoring  old  pictures.  The 
painting  belongs  to  the  Wadsworth  Athenasum 
at  Hartford,  and  was  restored  by  Mr.  Chase  at  the 
time  when  this  engraving  was  made.  A  copper-plate 
engraving  of  the  late  Stephen  Whitney  Pha^nix;  a 
small  bust  of  the  Rev.  President  Caswell;  a  fme  pho- 
tograph of  Dr.  Levi  Wheaton,  and  numerous  photo- 
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graphic  and    engraved   likenesses    of  merabei-s   and 
other  persons  have  been  added. 

Our  gallery  of  portraits  has  just  received  a  ver\ 
important  addition.  This  is  a  likeness  in  oil,  vigoi-- 
ously  painted  by  Alexander,  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  j 
Eddy.  It  bears  date  of  1823.  Judge  Eddy  was  j 
born  in  1769,  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and  Secrc-  1 
tary  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State.  He  died. in  j 
1839.  He  was  the  earliest  elected  member  of  this  ! 
Society,  was  a  trustee,  1822-24:,  and  Vice-President, 
1828-31.  He  was  distinguished  for  industry  in  his- 
torical pursuits,  and  was  always  ready  to  defend  the 
good  name  of  our  commonwealth,  by  a  clear  state- 
ment of  the  results  of  thorough  and  accurate  researeli. 
A  conspicuous  example  was  in  his  refutation  of  the 
charge  of  inconsistency  in  the  legislation  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  excluding  Papists  from  civil  rights.  By 
careful  examination  of  the  early  law^s,  he  showed 
that  no  such  legislation  had  ever  taken  place,  or  at 
any  rate  had  ever  been  recorded. 

Under  this  miscellaneous  heading  may  be  mention- 
ed six  models  of  steamboats  and  sailing  vessels  form- 
erly owned  in  Providence;  a  series  of  seven  banners 
used  in  the  "  Dorr  War,"  and  emblazoned  with  senti- 
ments of  liberty  and  patriotism;  sundry  relics  of  Fort 
Sumter,  &c.  Very  valuable  unbound,  and  in  some 
instances  incomplete  sets  of  newspapers,  many  of 
them  published  in  Rhode  Island,  have  been  received 
from  various  individuals,  especially  from  Henry  Bar- 
ton, Esq  ,  Israel  Amsbury,  Esq.,  and  the  late  Rev. 
Edwin  M.  Stone. 
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Three  broadsides  deserve  special  notice.  The  old- 
est is  in  the  name  of  their  Majesties,  William  and 
Maiy,  soon  after  their  accession,  1689,  addressed  to 
those  charged  with  the  government  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  authorizing  them  to  continue  in 
power  till  superseded.  One  is  a  thanksgiving  j^roc- 
lamation  of  Gov,  Samuel  Shute  of  Massachusetts, 
1721,  enumerating  the  ^'  awful  rebukes  of  Heaven  " 
with  so  much  emphasis  of  detail  as  to  make  the  doc- 
ument bear  the  aspect  more  properly  of  a  proclama- 
tion of  fasting  and  humiliation.  The  third  is  a  "  Ilo}- al 
Gazette  extraordinary,"  dated  'New  York,  April  5, 
1783,  and  containing  the  fresh  news  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  lately  rebellious  colo- 
nies, said  to  have  been  signed  November  30,  1782. 
This  last  is  a  deposit  in  our  Cabinet,  not  an  absolute 
gift.  These  broadsides  or  handbills  are  useful,  not 
only  by  the  information  they  convey.  They  serve  as 
talismans,  to  give  life  to  our  conceptions,  and  repro- 
duce the  emotions  and  thoughts,  the  very  form  and 
pressure  of  past  time. 

The  Society  has  received,  from  a  lady  of  Provi- 
dence, the  gift  of  an  oil-painting,  representing  a 
maiden  of  Indian  origin,  one  of  the  last  survivors  of 
the  native  tribe  once  inhabiting  Nantucket.  She  was 
not  of  immixed  blood;  but  the  broAvn  cheeks  and 
straight  black  hair  indicate  descent  from  the  aborigi- 
nal race.  The  tribes  that  inhabited  Nantucket  and 
Martha's  Alneyard  were  numerous  when  these  islands 
first  came  under  the  ownership,  in  IGll,  of  Thomas 
^ra3diew,  afterward  styk;d  Governor  of  ^Martha's 
Vineyard,  whose  descendants  for  several  generations 
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devoted  themselves  to  the  pious  work  of  conversion  o!'  j 

the  Indians.     Experience  Mayhew,  a  great-grandson  j 

of  Gov.  Thomas    Mayhew,  Avishing   to   improve   on  j 

Eliot's  Indian  translation  of  the  Bible,  which  was  not  j 

quite  adapted   to  the   dialect   of  the    island-natives,  j 

translated  the  Psalms  and  the   Gospel  of  John ;  aiul  ^ 

this  translation,  under  the  title   of  "  The  Massaehii-  1 

setts   Psalter,"  was  published   at    Boston    in   1709.  I 

Among  the  curious  volumes  Avhich  have  long  slum- 
bered on  our  shelves,  and  have  lately  been  unearthed, 
is  a  complete  and  well-preserved  copy  of  this  Psaltei*. 
Mr.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull  says  of  this  work:  ^^  The 
Massachusetts  Psalter  in  good  condition  is  rare. 
Most  of  the  copies  I  have  seen  bear  marks  of  much, 
and  not  always  gentle,  handling,  and  have  lost  more 
or  less  of  their  leaves."  The  translator  was  esteemed 
one  of  the  best  masters  of  the  Indian  tongue.  The 
English  and  Indian  versions  being  printed  in  parallel 
columns,  the  book  furnishes  easy  lessons  in  the  vocab- 
ulary. 

The  circumstance  of  finding  this  rare  and  inter- 
esting work,  which  we  had  long  possessed  Avithout 
knowing  it,  reminds  us  of  several  similar  instances, 
resulting  from  the  careful  examination  and  catalogu- 
ing of  our  books.  Among  the  works  thus  i-estored 
to  possible  usefulness,  is  the  curious  duodecimo  by 
William  Claggett,  entitled  "A  Looking-Glass  for 
Elder  Clarke  and  Elder  AVightman,  and  the  Church 
under  their  care,"  etc.,  printed  at  Newport,  1721. 
Claggett  was  early  involved  in  ecclesiastical  contro- 
versy, and  was  afterward  known  as  an  electrician  and 
clock-maker.     A  copy  of  his  book  brought   at  the 
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Brinley  sale  $25.  Ours  was  presented  in  1857,  by 
the  eminent  antiquary  of  Boston,  the  late  J.  Wingatc 
Thornton.  Numerous  cases  of  like  resuscitation 
might  be  named  if  we  had  time. 

A  generous  friend  of  the  Society,  as  modest  as  he 
is  generous,  gave  early  in  the  year  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars,  as  a  special  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
This  has  been  spent  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

A  large  and  altogether  unprecedented  accession  to 
the  library  came  from  the  bequest  of  our  late  fellow- 
citizen,  Joseph  Jesse  Cooke,  Esq.  By  his  will,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  bequeathed  to  each 
of  ten  libraries,  of  which  this  was  one:  "provided  that 
the  same  shall  be  used  in  payment  for  bills  of  any 
books  which  may  be  sold  to  them  by  auction,  by  my 
executors  or  their  successors,  at  any  sale  thei*eof,  but 
not  otherwise."  This  provision  having  been  made 
known  to  the  Society  by  the  executors,  a  special 
meeting  Avas  held  February  27th,  to  take  measures 
for  securing  our  beneficiary  interest;  and  the  Hon. 
John  R.  Bartlett  was  appointed  agent,  to  represent 
the  Society  at  the  first  of  three  auction  sales  into 
which  the  whole  was  divided, — to  act  under  such  in- 
structions as  the  Committee  on  the  Library  might 
give.  Mr.  Bartlett  attended  to  this  duty  with  dili- 
gence and  discretion,  and  secured  for  our  library  291 
volumes,  at  an  average  nominal  expense  of  $2.30  a 
volume.  The  most  important  series  in  this  purchase 
was  the  CTcntleman's  Magazine  from  1731  to  1856; 
in  all  203  volumes,  substantially  bound,  with  a  gen- 
eral index  in  five  volumes.     This  magazine  is  of  great 
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value  as  a  contemporaneous  record  of  English  history, 
int3luding  that  of  the  American  colonies  through  the 
whole  period  of  the  revolutionary  conflict,  and  ixho 
of  general  history  and  biography  for  a  century  and 
a  quarter.  The  nominal  cost  of  this  series  wa> 
$355,25.  A  very  valuable  manual  of  chronology  in 
the  French  language, — "L'  Art  de  verifier  les  Dates," 
in  42  volumes  (Paris,  1819-18M),  was  bought  for 
$96.60.  The  six  folio  volumes  of  the  Complete  Col- 
lection of  State  Trials  (London,  1730),  cost  $28.50. 
The  Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil of  England,  1386-1443,  (London,  1835,)  cost 
$13.75.  A  very  handsome  copy  of  Fronde's  History 
of  England  from  the  fall  of  Wolsey  to  the  death  of 
Elizabeth,  in  twelve  royal  octavo  volumes,  large 
paper,  sold  for  $39. 

The  second  auction  sale  under  the  Cooke  bequest 
took  place  the  first  week  in  October;  and  Mr.  Bart- 
lett  again  served  as  agent  of  the  Society,  under  a 
vote  which  appointed  him  in  precisely  the  same  lan- 
guage, and  under  the  same  conditions  as  before.  The 
purchases  at  that  sale  amounted  to  282  volumes,  at  an 
average  cost  of  $2.57  per  volume.  This  portion  of 
the  library  contained  hardly  any  material  nearly  con- 
nected with  Rhode  Island  history,  but  Mr.  Bartlett 
succeeded  in  procuring  many  works  of  European  his- 
tory, biography,  geography,  and  travel,  such  as  arc 
appropriate,  if  not  essential,  to  our  Avanls.  The  most 
costly  series  is  the  Journal  of  the  Geographical  Soci- 
ety of  London,  from  1833  to  1875,  in  forty-five  vol- 
umes, costing  $213.75.  The  Xotes  and  Queries  in 
thirty-nine  volumes,  and  three  series,  with  copious 
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indexes,  London,  18-19-1867,  came  to  $165.75.  Chal- 
mer's  Biographical  Dictionary,  London,  1812-1817, 
thirty-two  volumes,  sold  for  $88,  There  were  several 
Collections  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  in  French  and 
English, — in  all  sixty-five  volumes.  Parliamentary 
Proceedings  and  Debates,  1774-1792.  Two  works 
illustrating  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  England, 
Strype  and  Collier.  Brunet's  most  valuable  biblio- 
graphical mdex,  "Manuel  du  Libraire,"  in  six  volumes. 
Two  supplementary  volumes  have  been  published, 
which  our  Society  will  do  well  to  procure. 

The  third  portion  of  the  Cooke  Library  Avas  sold  at 
auction  in  December.  This  portion  consisted  mostly 
of  Americana,  and  was  by  far  the  most  interesting  to 
us,  and  to  other  similar  societies.  Mr.  Bartlett  was 
again  appointed,  at  the  October  meeting,  by  a  special 
vote,  expressed  in  the  same  language  as  on  the  two 
former  occasions,  with  an  added  provision  authorizing 
this  Committee  to  see  that  the  Society  was  duly  rep- 
resented in  case  of  Mi*.  Bartlett's  disabiUty.  Your 
Committee  conferred  with  the  President  of  the  Soci- 
ety and  with  Mr.  Bartlett.  They  endeavored  to  not 
only  consider  each  of  the  titles  offered  on  the  cata- 
logue, but  to  determine  some  principles  of  action  to 
govern  in  doubtful  cases.  Much,  however,  was  nec- 
essarily left  to  decision  at  the  time  of  sale.  One 
result  of  our  interviews  was  a  preference  for  books 
that  would  be  useful  to  students,  or  those  that  are 
directly  associated  Avith  Phode  Island,  over  those 
whose  value  arises  merely  from  curiosity  or  rarity. 
Cenerally  speaking,  ver}^  voluminous  or  expensive 
books,  not  pertaining  to  ]Xew  England  history,  or   at 
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any  rate  to  the  United  States,  were  not  to  be  bouglit, 
unless  perhaps  with  a  view  of  exchanging  or  sellin;^ 
them.  Standard  American  histories  and  the  writiiiLc> 
of  American  statesmen  were  to  be  bought  if  oflercil 
at  moderate  prices.  Utihtj  rather  than  curiosity  was 
to  be  considered. 

The  whole  number  of  bound  volumes  purchased  at 
this  third  sale   was   719,  and  pamphlets  85,  at  an 
average   price    of  nearly   four    dollars   and    a  ha]l\ 
Among  those  pertaining  more  or  less  closely  to  Rhode 
Island   history   are   these:      John    Cotton's    Bloudy 
Tenent  Washed,  etc.,  1647;  a  tract  by  William  Cod- 
dington,  published  in  1674,  entitled,  ^*A  Demonstra- 
tion of  True  Love  unto  you,  the  Rulers  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Massachusetts,"  etc.;  an   account  of  the  late 
Revolution  in  New  England,  by  Nathaniel  Byfield, 
of  Bristol,  1689;  a  reprint  of  Madam  Sarah  Knight's 
Journal,  kept  in  the  year  1704;  the  Speech  of  Check- 
ley,  at  his  Trial  in  Boston   for   publishing  Leslie's  | 
"Short  and  Easy  Method  with  Deists,"  1738;  Stephen 
Hopkins'  rare  and  remarkable  ti'act,  "  The  Rights  of 
the  Colonies  Examined,"    Providence,    1765;  Stiles' 
History  of  the  Three   Judges   of  Charles   I,   1794; 
D wight's  Travels  in   New  England   and  New  York, 
1821;  Church's  King  Philip's   War,  with  notes   by 
Henry  Martin  Dexter,  1865;  Life  and  Works  of  Gil- 
bert Stuart,  by  George  C.  Mason,  1879;  and  numer- 
ous family-genealogies  and   pamphlets.     The  whole 
forms  an   important   addition   to    our    Rhode   Island 
department. 

Some  works  relating  to  America  were  as  follows  : 
Life  of  Samuel  Adams,1866;  Narrative  of  Ethan  Allen's 
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Captivity,  1807:  American  Archives,  in  9  volumes; 
a  reprint  of  Bay  Psalm  Book,  1862;  Bishope's  ISTew 
England  Judged,  etc.,  1703;  DeBry's  Harlot's  Vir- 
ginia, a  reprint;  tracts  by  Las  Casas;  Charlevoix's 
History  of  New  France,  in  3  quarto  volumes,  Paris, 
1744;  Clarkson's  Memoir  of  AVilliam  Penn;  Colden's 
Life  of  Robert  Fulton;  Cusick's  History  of  the  Six 
Nations;  Drake's  History  and  Antiquities  of  Boston; 
Drake's  "Witchcraft  Delusion  in  New  England;  Dun- 
Jap's  History  of  the  Arts  of  Design  in  the  United 
States;  Esquemeling's  Bucaniers  of  America,  1684; 
Historical  collections  of  Louisiana;  Gibbes'  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  American  Revolution;  Hin- 
man's  Catalogue  of  the  First  Puritan  Settlers  of 
Connecticut;  Hosack's  Memoir  of  DeWitt  Clinton; 
Life  of  John  Paul  Jones;  Kalm's  Travels;  Writ- 
ings of  Henry  and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  and 
Memoir  of  the  latter ;  Massachusettensis,  by  Dan- 
iel Leonard,  1776;  Mather's  Magnalia,  London, 
1702;  Mourfs  Eelation,  1622  ;  Neafs  History  of  New 
England,  1720  ;  Penhallow's  History  of  the  Wars  of  New 
England  with  the  Eastern  Indians  ;  Pownall's  "  The 
Administration  of  the  Colonies,"  1768;  liamsay's  His- 
tory of  the  American  Eevolution  ;  Description  of  New 
England,  etc.,  by  Captain  John  Smith,  London,  1616; 
William  Smith's  History  of  Canada ;  Sparks*  Life  of 
Gouverueur  Morris,  and  Library  of  American  Biography, 
in  25  volumes  ;  Historical  Writings  of  the  late  William 
L.  Stone ;  Walsh's  Appeal  ;  The  Simple  Cobbler  of 
Agawam,  London,  1647;  Marshall's  Life  of  Washing- 
ton ;  Irving's  AVashington,  a  beautiful  copy  with  numer- 
ous inserted  illustrations. 
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There  are  also  various  sets  of  Historical  Collections  ; 
Histories  of  Connecticut,  New  York,  Virginia,  Canada  ; 
the  standard  histories  of  Hildreth,  Parkman,  etc.,  and 
the  writings  of  Adams,  Jefferson,  Franklin,  Hamilton, 
Thomas  Paine,  and  the  Orations  of  Wehster  and 
Everett. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  give  some  notice  of  tlie 
personal  history  of  a  benefactor  to  whom  we  are  so 
much  indebted.  Mr.  Cooke  was  of  genuine  Rhode 
Island  stock,  descended  from  several  families  noted  in 
the  history  of  Providence,  and  a  great-grandson  of  the 
old  war-governor  of  revolutionary  times,  Nicholas  Cooke. 
He  was  born  here,  June  1,  1813.  In  early  life  he  was 
engaged  in  trade  in  dry-goods,  as  clerk,  and  afterward 
as  partner.  About  forty  years  ago  he  bought  land  in 
that  part  of  Cranston  on  which  afterward  grew  up  the 
beautiful  suburb  of  Elm  wood,  now  a  part  of  this  city. 
His  sagacity  and  foresight  were  shown  both  in  this  pur- 
chase, which  afterward  laid  the  foundation  of  his  wealth, 
and  in  his  early  appreciation  of  the  results  of  the  dis- 
covery of  gold  in  California.  Soon  after  this  discovery, 
being  then  in  business  in  New  York  city,  he  went  to 
California,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  1849.  Return- 
ing in  a  few  years  to  Pro\idence,  he  afterward  became 
owner  of  large  and  exceedingly  valuable  real  estate  in 
Elmwood,  and  devoted  himself  mainly  to  its  manage- 
ment. Though  in  sympathy  with  the  Republican  party, 
he  never  sought  to  be  conspicuous  in  political  affairs. 
Against  his  personal  inclination,  he  was  sometimes  called 
to  ffll  important  offices, — especially  as  member  and  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  charged  with  the 
introduction  of  water  into  Providence,  and  President  of 
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the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Domestic  Indus- 
try. In  all  these  duties  he  showed  earnestness  and 
decision  of  character.  He  became  a  resident  member 
of  this  society  in  1872.  For  some  years  he  resided  at 
Newport.     Mr.  Cooke  died  July  8,  1881,  aged  68. 

In  his  later  years  he  devoted  much  time  to  col'ectiug 
books.  He  bought  with  great  Hberality,  not  only 
through  the  ordinary  channels  of  book-trade,  but  also  at 
the  sales  of  large  private  libraries,  such  as  that  of  Men- 
zies.  His  collections  were  miscellaneous,  but  not  indis- 
criminate, including  not  only  standard  literature  and  his- 
tory, with  the  classical  authors  Greek,  Latin  and  Eng- 
lish, but  also  a  goodly  admixture  of  books  valuable  from 
their  curiosity  or  rarity,  such  as  in  his  will  he  desig- 
nated as  "Bibliomaniacal."  He  felt  the  charm  of  rich 
binding  of  books,  as  our  own  shelves  now  attest.  By 
his  liberal  bequest  he  has  well  earned  the  gratitude  of 
this  institution  and  of  others  that  shared  in  his  munifi- 
cence, which  marks  an  era  in  the  history  of  our  library. 

By  vote  of  the  Society,  a  book  for  Autographs  has 
been  procured,  and  a  collection  begun,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Edwin  Barrows.  It  is  proposed  that  this  book 
shall  contain  not  only  the  mere  handwriting  of  distin- 
guished persons  of  whom  any  relic  is  interesting,  but 
especially  letters  that  are  characteristic  or  otherwise  in- 
structive. We  bespeak  for  this  project  the  active  co- 
operation of  our  members  and  friends. 

At  our  quarterly  meeting  in  October,  a  request  was 
made  by  the  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  in  behalf  of  the  Ivhode- 
Island  Veteran  Citizens'  Historical  Association,  that  tlie 
*'old  drop  scene,"  or  picture  of  Providence  as  it  looked 
about  seventy-five  years  ago,  might  be  lent  to  that  Asso- 
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ciation  for  public  exhibition.  The  request  was  granted. 
the  removal  of  the  picture  to  be  made  under  direct ioii 
of  this  committee.  Your  committee  attended  to  thi- 
duty,  and  were  present  when  the  picture  was  moved  and 
unrolled,  at  Lyceum  Hall,  on  November  2,  and  when  it 
was  rolled  up  again  and  brought  back,  onXovember  l(i. 
The  painting  was  on  exhibition,  without  charge,  for  a 
fortnight,  was  visited  by  many  persons  and  awakened 
much  interest  and  curiosity,  was  successfully  photo- 
graphed by  Mr.  Hacker,  and  returned  in  better  condi- 
tion than  wlien  it  was  taken  away.  The  expense  of 
removal  and  return  was  borne  by  Governor  Dyer,  in 
behalf  of  the  Veteran  Citizens'  Association.  The  ex- 
pense of  restoring  the  canvas  where  injured  and  of  bet- 
ter arrangements  for  its  preservation,  was  paid  by  our 
Treasurer,  and  amounted  to  six  dollars.  This  picture 
was  painted  by  Worrall,  and  was  first  displayed  at  the 
old  Providence  theatre,  July  8,  1812,  the  sketches  for 
the  painting  having  been  made  two  or  three  years 
before.  It  was  obtained  by  the  Society  in  the  year 
1833.  V      . 

The  expenditures  of  the  committee  have  been  as  fol- 
lows : 

For  binding : $^74  10 

For  cards  i"oi\Ciitii]oguing 13  30 

Black wahuit  case  for  card-catalogue $'20  00 

14rods,  .70,  28  blocks,  1.40 2  10 

1^22  10 
Less,  by  old  cases 8  00 

—     $14  10 

Total, ^101  5(! 

Our  library  now  contains  much  of  the  apparatus  nec- 
essary for  a  study  of  llliode  Island  history,  adequately 
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classified  and  catalogued.  In  the  means  of  collateral 
research  into  the  history  of  New  England  and  of  the 
country  at  large,  we  have  much  very  valuable  material, 
not  on  the  whole  so  fully  prepared  for  convenient  use 
by  the  historical  student.  The  work  of 'thus  preparing 
it  ought  to  be  continued,  by  arranging,  classifying  and 
cataloguing,  to  the  end  that  the  inquirer  may  be  able 
to  command  these  resources  as  fully  and  readily  as  pos- 
sible. 

But  more  than  this,  our  library  ought,  so  far  as  our 
means  will  allow,  to  be  made  a  convenient  and  attrac- 
tive place  for  historical  studies.  For  this  purpose  it 
should  be  supplied  with  standard  works  on  American 
history,  especially  on  that  of  New  England,  and  the 
commonw^ealths  with  which  our  State  has  had  close 
relations  in  the  past,  and  with  monographs  on  the  sali- 
ent subjects  of  colonial  and  national  history.  It  would 
also  be  well  to  have  good  books  of  reference,  gazetteers, 
maps,  and  dictionaries.  We  should  aim,  in  short,  at 
such  completeness  of  apparatus  as  will  enable  the  mves- 
tigator  of  any  subject  connected,  however  remotely,  with 
Rhode  Island  history,  to  carry  on  his  researches  within 
our  walls. 

For  these  ends,  we  must  endeavor  to  secure  several 
conditions.  One  requisite  is  a  quiet  room,  or  rooms, 
where  the  student  may  work  without  interruption,  and 
may  command  the  use  of  our  printed  and  manuscript 
treasures,  luider  proper  restrictions,  A  desirable  aid 
would  be  a  moderate  purcliasing-fund,  by  wliich  stand- 
ard and  special  treatises  could  be  gradually  coHccted, 
and  so  the  library  be  enlarged  not  at  hap-hazard,  but  in 
accordance  with  lixed  principles  and  liberal  foresight. 
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Lastly,  the  crowded  state  of  tins  building,  the  great 
accessions  now  flowing  in,  and  the  promise  of  future 
increase,  all  point  to  the  necessity  of  ampler  accommo- 
dations. We  need  more  shelf-room,  and  wall-space  for 
pictures  and  maps,  if  possible  a  more  convenient  audi- 
ence-room, and  some  quiet  retreats  for  study.  This  sub- 
ject is  in  the  hands  of  an  able  and  admirably  selected 
special  committee,  where  we  may  well  leave  it  with  the 
most  complete  confidence.  Almost  forty  years  have  passed 
since  this  edifice  was  dedicated  to  its  uses,  with  an  elo- 
quent address  by  Professor  Gammell,  now  oiu*  honored 
President.  Let  us  hope  that  his  administration  may  be 
so  prolonged  and  so  prosperous  as  to  witness  the  com- 
pleted enlargement  of  this  building,  on  a  scale  adequate 
to  our  increasing  wants. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  W.  Parsons,  ^      Commiltec 
William  B.  Weeden,    >        on  the 
Stephen  H.  Arnold.    J        Library. 
January  8,  1884.' 


REPORT   OP   THE  COMMITTEE   ON 
PUBLICATIONS. 


To  THE  Rhode    Island  HiSTorvicAL    Society,  at 

its  annual  meeting,  January  8,  1881: 

The  Committee  on  Publications  submit  their  report 
as  follow^s : 

Immediately  after  the  last  annual  meeting,  they 
prepared  a  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  the  year  1882-3,  for  publication,  as  usual. 
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They  learned  early  in  the  year  that  there  ^Yas  no 
probability  that  the  annotations  to  the  diaries  "  provi- 
sionally selected,"  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  would 
be  completed  during  the  present  year.  The  recent 
death  of  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Barrows,  D.  D.,  of  Newport, 
to  whom  the  Comer  diary  was  entrusted,  Avill  neces- 
sarily postpone  its  publication  for  an  indefinite  time. 

The  Committee  have  sought  materials  for  a  volume 
that  might  be  more  readily  used.  To  this  end  they 
requested  copies  of  papers  relating  to  local  history, 
which  had  been  lately  read  before  the  Society,  from 
which  to  select  those  that  it  might  be  advisable  to 
publish. 

In  response  to  those  requests  the  Committee  have 
received  several  papers  for  examination  with  reference 
to  publication  in  a  volume  of  the  Society's  collections. 
From  this  material  a  volume  might  now  be  speedily 
compiled,  which  would  comprise  much  original  and 
valuable  matter. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  directing  the  publication  of  such  a  volume. 

John  II.  Stiness, 

For  the   Committee, 
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EBPORT  OF  TPIE  COMMITTEE   OX  BUILD- 
ING   AND    GROUNDS. 


To  THE  EiioiDE  Island  Historical  Society: 

Your  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds  report 
the  expenditures  during  the  year  1883,  as  follows : 

To  amount  paid  W.  S.  Hogg,  for 

removing  snow,         -         -         -     $19  25 

For  fertilizers,  -         -         -         .  11  00 

For  cutting  grass  and  other  labor,       20  50    $50  75 

Amount  paid  Robinson  Pierce,  for 
labor  and  lumber  in  repairing 
shelves  and  other  work,     -         -  21  50 

Amount  paid  Hiram  S.  Read,  for 
repairs  on  walls  and  ceihng  in 
the  vestibule,    -         -         -         -  15  16 

Amount  paid  F.  Coggeshall  for  re- 
pairing furnace,  -        -         -  4  70 

Total,   -        -        .        -  $92  11 

The  vouchers  for  these  several  amounts  are  on  file 
with  the  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Isaac  II.  Soutiiw^ick, 

For  the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Groxinds. 
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EEPOET  OF  ME.  GEOEGE  C.  MASON,  THE 
PEOCUEATOE  FOE  E^EWPOET. 


ISTewport,  E.  I.,  January  5,  1884. 

To  THE  Presidejn^t  axd  Members  of  the  Ehode 
IsLAXD  Historical  Society. 

It  is  my  pleasant  task,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  to 
make  known  to  you  what  has  been  done  in  JSTewport 
to  promote  and  encourage  research  in  all  matters 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  State  —  what  gain 
has  been  made,  and  what  interest  is  felt  in  the  cause 
in  which  the  Ehode  Island  Historical  Society  is  taking 
so  active  and  commendable  a  part;  and  I  regret  that 
I  am  not  able  to  give  a  very  flattering  rej^ort  of  the 
past  year's  woi-k.  No  great  progress  has  been  made 
in  collecting  materials  for  a  history  of  this  -part  of  the 
State,  or  for  the  city  and  county  of  Newport. 

The  Newport  Historical  Society  continues  its  or- 
ganization, and  some  efforts  have  been  made  to  keep 
its  members  together.  The  want  of  a  proper  place  of 
deposit  for  its  collections  has  been  a  drawback  to  its 
usefulness;  its  books,  pamphlets  and  manuscripts 
being  crowded  together  in  two  cases  of  quite  limited 
capacity,  in  the  Eedwood  Library,  where  they  are  in 
the  way  of  the  Library,  and  are  not  available,  owing 
to  a  want  of  classification  and  proper  shelf  room.  An 
effort  is  now  being  made  to  put  the  Society  on  a  bet- 
ter basis.     At  a  recent   meeting  a  committee  was 
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appointed  to  select  a  suitable  room  in  some  central 
locality,  as  the  headquarters  of  the  Society;  and  a 
further  step  in  the  right  direction  was  the  employ- 
ment of  a  competent  person  to  catalogue  and  classify 
its  books  and  papers.  This  Avork  has  been  brouglit 
nearly  to  a  close,  and  when  the  result  is  made  known 
it  is  thought  it  will  stimulate  the  Society  to  still  more 
active  measures  in  the  right  direction.  Some  valua- 
ble additions  have  been  made  to  the  collection,  pre- 
sented by  the  executor  of  the  late  Dr.  David  King, 
who  for  many  years  Avas  at  the  head  of  the  Society. 

The  sale  of  the  Cooke  and  King  collections  of 
books  has  been  a  matter  of  interest  to  many  citizens 
of  Newport,  for  the  Redwood  Library  has  been 
greatly  enriched  from  these  collections.  The  valuable 
books  Avhich  Dr.  King,  in  his  will,  gave  to  the  Library, 
have  been  placed  in  the  Library  by  his  executor^  in 
cases  specially  assigned  to  them.  This  collection 
will  ultimately  be  increased  by  the  purchase  of  books, 
a  fund  having  been  founded  by  the  donor  for  that 
purpose. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  Ifewport  Natural 
History  Society  has  been  organized.  It  is  already 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  embraces  among  its 
members  many  of  the  best  informed  persons  residing 
at  Newport.  It  has  its  monthly  meetings  at  the 
Trans-Continental  Survey  Office,  at  which  a  paper 
is  read,  followed  by  a  discussion  of  the  subject 
in  this  way  brought  before  the  meeting.  One  of  the 
aims  and  objects  of  the  Society  is  to  secure,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  the  erection  of  an  aquarium  at  Newport, 
not  unlike  the  one  at  Brighton,  England. 
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The  Newport  Historical  Magazine,  now  drawing 
to  the  close  of  its  fourth  year,  is  secaii'ing  a  proper 
recognition.  This  work,  the  offspring  of  a  real  love 
for  antiquarian  research  on  the  part  of  its  pains-taking 
and  reliable  editor,  Dr.  Henry  E.  Turner,  has  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  to  the  light  many  valuable 
documents  relating  to  the  history  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  copies  of  valuable  letters  and  orders,  which  I 
here  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  the  members 
of  the  Society,  I  doubt  not  will  be  read  with  interest, 
for  they  relate  to  a  period  of  our  history,  about  which, 
owing  to  the  confusion  and  disturbance  at  that  time, 
but  too  little  is  known;  everything,  therefore,  bear- 
ing ujion  it  in  the  least  degree  should  be  gathered  up 
and  preserved: 

MoKRis  Town,  January  12th,  1777. 
Sir: 

Instructions — Recruiting  Orders — and  a  Warrant  for  6000  Dollars  to  re- 
cruit with  are  now  inclosed  to  you. — 

Copies  of  the  Recruiting  Orders  are  to  be  given  to  tlie  Officers  as  soon  as 
they  are  nominated,  and  I  should  think  if  only  part  of  the  bounty  was  given 
to  the  men  at  the  time  of  enlisting  them,  and  the  Residue  when  they  joined 
the  Regiment,  it  might  be  a  means  of  preventing  desertion. — 

You  are  to  fix  upon  some  Central  place  for  the  Rendezvous  of  your  Re- 
cruits where  you  are  to  attend  in  order  to  receive — form — Cloathe — Disci- 
pline and  provide  necessaries  for  your  Regiment. — the  Recruits  with  proj^or 
Officers  are  to  be  assembled  at  that  place  as  fast  as  they  are  Inlisted— and 
you  are  once  a  week  to  advise  me  of  the  State  of  your  Regiment  and  how 
you  proceed  in  the  recruiting  of  it. — 

The  short  time  allowed  us  for  the  most  Vigorous  Exertions  which  1  am 
persuaded  render  Arguments  unnecessary  to  Stimulate  you  to  the  speedy 
Completion  of  your  Regiment,  and  preparing  it  for  the  Field. — 

In  this  Business  I  heartily  wish  you  success — 
I  am 

Sir  Yr.  most  Obt.  Servt. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
Note. 

Eleazer  Oswald,  late  with  Genl.  Arnold,  is  to  bo  yr.  Lt.  Col.  Brad- 
ford is  to  be  your  Major. 

Henry  Suekuurne,  Esqr. 
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The  above  letter,  in  the  handwriting  of  a  elerk,  i.-^  | 

signed  by  Gen.  "Washington.  j 

Recruiting  Instuuctions  for  IIenky  Siikruuune,  Es(2u. —  j 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  enlist  in  any  of  the  United  States  of  America.  \ 

all  such  able  bodied  Freemen  as  are  willing  and  able  to  enter   into   the    Scr-  j 

vice  and  pay  of  the  United  States  in  the  Character  of  a  Soldier,  being  within  ; 

the  Descriptions  and  upon  the  Conditions  hereafter  annexed.  | 

1st.     You  are  to  enlist  none  but  Freemen  above  tlie  Age  of  Seventeen,  ami  1 

under  that  of  Fifty,  of  sufficient  Stature  and  Ability  of  Body  to  discharge  all  i 

the  offices  of  a  private  Soldier,  to  be  free   from  Lameness    or   other   Bodily 
Infirmity,  that  may  render  them  Incapable  to  support  the  Fatigues  of  a  Camp. 

2dly.     You  are  not  to  Enlist  any  Deserters  from  the  Army  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  nor  any  Person   of  Disaffected  or  susjucious  Character  with  j 

respect  to  the  American  Cause.  I 

3dly.     You  are  to  Enlist  them  during  the  War  with  Great  Britain,  or  for  { 

Three  Years  unless  sooner  discharged  by  proper  Authority.  ,  .     j 

4thly.     Every  Soldier  Enlisted  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  be  engaged  before  a  1 

peace  officer,  Judge  Advocate,  or  some  of  his  Deputies,  agreeable  to  the  Sec-  • 

tion  of  the  Articles  of  War,  Every  Person  so  engaged  to  be  nmstered  before  : 

the   Muster   Master   General,  or  some  of  his   Deputies  if  they  are  within  a  | 

reasonable  distance,  if  not  before  some  Major  General,  General,  Brigadiere,  | 

or  Colo,  commanding  a  Brigade,  a  Surgeon  to   be   present — All   the   Charge  ' 

and  Expense  for  every  soldier  enlisted  that  does  not  pass  Muster  for  Defects 
pointed   out  in  these  Instructions,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Officer  that  Engaged  \ 

them. 

You   are   hereby  Authorized   and  Impowered  to  give  as  a  reward  and  pro-  j 

mise  in  behalf  of  the  Publick  as  an  encouragement  to   every  non   commis-  \ 

sioned   Officer   and    Soldier   who  shall   enlist,  over  and  above  the  pay  and  \ 

Provisions    already  allowed,  that  they  shall   receive  a   Bounty  of   Twenty  j 

Dollars  and  a  Suit  of   Cloaths,  The  Cloaths  to  be  given  annually,  as  long  as  I 

they  continue   in   the   Service,  and  at  the  End  of   the  War  or  the  Term  of  j 

Three  Years,  every  Private  and  non  Connnissioned  Officer,  that  shall   com-  j 

plete  his  service  agreeable  to  his  Engagement  shall  be  entitled  to  One  Uun-  i 

dred  Acres  of  Land — Those  that  die  or  are  killed  in  the    Service,  their  legal  | 

Representatives  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  same.  | 

As  a  further  Encouragement,  you  are  hereby  Authorized  to  promise  that  ^ 

all  that  are  unfortunately  maimed  in  the  Service,  and  rendered  Incapable  of  ] 

getting  a  Support,  shall  receive  half   pay  during  their  natural  Lives  agreea- 
ble to  Resolve  of  Congress  in  that  Case  made  and  provided. 

G.   WASHINGTON. 

Jany.  12tli,  1777. 

These  instructions  were  drawn  up  by  a  clerk  and 
signed  by  Gen.  Washington. 
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Head  Quarters,  Morristown,  Feby.  10th,  1777. 
Sir: 

I  yesterday  evening  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  Inst,  and  in  answer 
thereto,  inform  you  that  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  your  ajipointing 
Major  Meigs  your  Lieut.  Col.  in  tlie  room  of  Mr.  OsAs-ald,  his  character  as  a 
Soldier  and  an  Officer  being  good  and  such  as  deserves  notice ;  However, 
previous  to  this  measure,  I  wish  you  to  consider  the  prospect  you  have  of 
raising  your  Regiment,  for  tho  it  is  my  desire  to  promote  men  of  merit  to 
Office  and  rank,  yet  a  regard  to  the  publick  interest  will  not  authorize  their 
promotions  Avithout  they  can  be  of  service  afterwards,  and  multiplying  the 
number  of  Officers  Avithout  Regiments,  Avill  not  be  answering  the  end  pro- 
posed, viz  adding  to  our  strength  but  Avill  be  incurring  a  heavy  and  large 
expense.  I  regret  much  the  policy  of  the  Ncav  England  States  Avhich  has 
given  rise  to  so  many  difficulties  and  Avhich  I  fear  Avill  be  severely  felt. 

I  cannot  give  directions  for  an  extra  bounty;  that  would  be  approving  a 
measure  which  I  have  ahvays  condemned,  and  Avhich  so  far  from  being  jus- 
tifiable, has  been  reprobated  by  Congress  as  impolitic  and  injurious  to  the 
publick  cause.  If  tlie  Gentlemen  appointed  in  those  Governments  to  a  part 
of  the  Sixteen  additional  Battallions  cannot  make  up  their  corps,  the  truth  of 
these  observations  Avill  be  veritied,  and  hapjjy  will  it  be,  if  the  measure 
should  not  extend  its  baneful  influence  elscAvhere. 
I  am  Sir 

Your  Most  Obedt.  Servt, 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

The  above  letter,  wholly  in  the  handwriting  of 
Washington,  is  addressed  on  the  cover  to  "  Col. 
Henry  Sherburne.     By  favor  of  Majr.  Meigs.'^ 

New  Haven,  2nd  Feby.,  1777. 
-S'lV: 

Your  Favor  of  the  31st  January,  by  Capt.  CherrcAvard,  I  this  moment 
received. — Prior  to  tlie  knoAvledge  of  my  being  appointed  Lt.  Colonel  in 
your  Regiment,  I  Avas  appointed  to  the  Majority  in  Colonel  Lamb's  Battallion 
of  Artillery,  and  Avas  sent  to  Head  Quarters,  on  Business  respecting  that 
Corps;  Avhere  His  Excellency  informed  me  of  the  Appointment  under  your 
Command;  But  as  I  had  accepted  of  the  Appointment  in  the  Train,  I  imag- 
ined His  Excellency  Avould  determine  Avjiich  Capacity  I  should  act  in. — He, 
in  his  usual  polite  and  easy  manner,  replied,  "no  sir,  it  is  Avith  yourself  to 
determine," — And  as  I  Avas  unwilling  to  be  separated  from  my  Avorthy  Friend 
and  Companion  in  Adversity,  Col.  Lamb,  Avith  Avhom  I  have  fought,  and 
suffered,  I  ratlier  chose,  as  I  hold  my  rank  as  Lt.  Colonel,  to  continue  in  the 
Majority  under  his  Command, — to  Avliich  His  Excellency  expressed  his  Ap- 
probation.    Had  not  this  been  the  Case,  be  assured  Sir,  that,  tho  I  have  not 
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the  honor  of  a  personal  Acquaintance  with  you,  I  know  of   no  Person  und.  r 
whose  command  I  avouIcI  with  greater  Pleasure  serve  than  yours,  as  I  ha  v. 
the  highest  Opinion  of  your  Character,  Conduct  and  Abilities  as  a  Soldier.— 
I  am,  with  Esteem  and  Respect, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servt., 

ELEAZEK   OSWALD. 
Colonel  Sherbukne. 

The  following  are  copies  of  copies  of  orders,  and 
are  without  signatures,  hut  hear  on  their  face  evidence 
that  they  carefully  follow  the  originals  : 

Headquarters,  Tiverton,  Oct.  14th,  1777. 
Gen.  Orders.  Parole,  Ely.  Countersign,  McClalUn. 

Major  John  Handy  is  appointed  to  do  the  duty  of  Brigade  Major,  for  the 
Brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Commanding  Sherburne :  he  is  to  be  re- 
spected and  obeyed  in  that  office.  The  commanding  officers  of  Regiments  and  I 
Independent  Companies  will  be  very  careful  that  their  men  don't  waste  their  j 
ammunition.  No  soldier  will  discharge  his  piece  without  leave  from  the  i 
Commanding  officer  of  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs.  Disobedience  of  \ 
orders  in  this  particular  will  be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity.  \ 

Headquaters,  Tiverton,  Oct.   15,  1777.  ] 

Gen.  Orders.  \ 

As  the  New  England  States  have  determined  to  make  trial  to  dispossess  the  | 


enemy  at  Rhode  Island,  and  the  militia  from  the  several  states  are  now  as-  \ 

sembling  for  that  purpose,  the  General,  therefore  acquaints  his  dear  country-  \ 

men  that  the  time  draws  near  that  must  determine  the  character,  the  bravery,  \ 

and  the  valour  of  the  Eastern  Militia  of  those  states,  and  in    all  probability  \ 
the  time  is  hastening  that  will  determine  the  state   of  the   United   States   of 
America,  even  for  ages  yet  unborn. 

And  if  all  those  states  at  the  present  crisis  will   exert  themselves   and  act  j 

with  vigor  and  resolution,  it  is  almost  beyond   a  [illegible]  that  our  peace,  ? 
freedom  and  happiness  will  soon  be  secured  and  established. 

Of  late  we  are  hearing  frequently  of  fighting,  skirmishing  and   battles   in  . 

our  Western  and  Northern  armies,  and  in   all  of  them  (by   what  we   have  j 

heard.)  the  bravery  of  those  troops  has  been  displayed,  and  in  some  instances  ] 

they  have  done  wonders.     In  particular  I  will  remind  you   of  the  conquest —  j 

Headquarters,  Tiverton,  IGthOct.,  1777.  J 

Gen.  Orders.  I 

Col.  Elliott  will  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  and  men  to  defend  i 

the  fort  at  Fogland  ferry,  and  to  interrupt,  stop  or   sink  any  of  the   King's  ; 
ships  tiiat  attempt  to  pass  the  same  or  annoy  us  in  landing.      Col.  Crafts  will 
also  appoint  a  sufficient  number  at  Ilowland's  ferry  for  tlic   same  purpose. 
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Col.  Elliott  Avill  supply  Col.  Crafts  with  2  four-pounders,  completely 
equipped  and  fit  for  immediate  use.  Cols.  Elliott  and  Crafts,  after  having 
seen  all  the  cannon  embarked,  -will  follow  in  the  last  Division.  They 
will  dispose  of  their  CoTiipanics  in  such  a  manner  as  they  shall  judfje  for  the 
most  advantage  for  the  service.  After  having  two  cannon  to  each  brigade, 
they  will  also  dispose  of  their  field  officers  as  they  shall  think  the  most 
proper.  Companies  of  Volunteers  that  have  or  shall  tliis  day  join  the 
Army,  and  that  are  desirous  to  go  on  tlie  Island,  may  join  what  brigade  they 
please,  and  when  joined  they  will  make  a  return  immediately  to  Head 
Quarters,  that  the  General  may  know  to  what  brigade  they  are  annexed. 
The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  independent  companies  of  volun- 
teers are  desired  immediately  to  make  the  returns  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  of  their 
numbers  and  names  of  their  officers,  and  the  Col.  will  note  tlie  date  of  their 
commissions.  The  Commanding  officers  of  the  several  regiments  and  In- 
dependent Companies  of  Volunteers  will  apply  to  the  Adj.  Gen.  for  orders 
to  draw  what  ammunition  tiiey  may  need. 

The  two  following  orders  were  given   by  Col.  Sher- 
burne : 

Tiverton,  14th  Oct.,  1777. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  are  ordered  and  directed  to  give  to Lt. 
Col.  Barton  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  in  furnishing  the  advance  guard  for 
the  Brigade,  -which  is  to  consist  of  300  men,  officers  included ;  these  men  to  be 
equipped  in  the  best  manner,  with  good  guns  and  bayonets  complete.  The 
whole  Brigade  must  be  ready  to  march  to-morrow  night  without  fail. 

Tiverton,  15th  Oct.,  1777. 

Every  Regiment  in  the  Brigade  to  march  to-morrow  morning  by  2  o'clock, 
in  order  to  parade  themselves  by  the  woods  on  the  road  leading  to  the  East- 
ward from  the  Four  Corners,  in  the  most  convenient  place  to  keep  under 
cover  from  the  enemy,  where  they  will  remain  till  further  orders.  A  guard 
from  each  Regiment,  consisting  of  a  Sergt.  and  10  privates,  to  be  left  witli 
the  baggage  of  the  Regt  ,  which  must  be  collected  at  such  place  as  the 
Colonels  may  direct :  this  guard  must  bo  composed  of  the  most  inditYerent 
troops  and  arms.  The  rest  are  to  take  with  them  their  provisions  and  blankets 
only. 

GEO.  C.  MASON, 

Procurator. 
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REPOIIT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  GENEALOG- 
ICAL RESEARCHES. 


The  Committee  on  Genealogical  Researches  have  the 
honor  to  report: 

That,  as  far  as  appears  to  them,  there  is  reason  for  con- 
gratulation on  the  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing  in- 
terest which  every  year  developes  in  this  department ;  that 
very  valuable  contributions  are  making  to  Rhode 
Island  genealogical  material  and  are  frequently  placed 
before  the  public,  and  that  public  interest  in  such  in- 
formation has  very  much  increased  in  a  recent  period. 

They  also  observe  with  great  satisfaction  that  through 
the  late  Mr.  J.  J.  Cooke's  liberality  large  accessions 
of  works  of  this  character  have  been  made  to  the  Red- 
wood Library,  at  Newport,  as  well  as  to  this  society, 
and  that  on  the  whole  the  means  of  reaching  genealogi- 
cal information,  and  the  disposition  to  profit  by  it,  is  be- 
coming more  and  more  noticeable  every  year  in  our 
State.         Respectfully  presented  by 

Henry  E.  Turner, 
William  A.  Mowry. 
Benneit   J.  Munro. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE     ON 
ENLARGEMENT. 


To  THE  Rhode  Islaxd  HisTorjCAL  Society: 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
in  July  last  to  report  a  plan,  with  estimate  of  the 
cost,  for  enlarging  the  Cabinet,  have  had  prepared 
such  plans  as  seemed  to  the  Committee  suitable  and 
under  the  circnmstances  the  best  that  could  be  de- 
vised, and  the  cost  of  which,  estimated  at  $12,000,  we 
trust  will  not  be  considered  too  great.  This  amount 
will  include  the  building,  the  steam  heating  apparatus, 
the  shelves  and  other  work  in  the  west  wing  so  far  as 
will  be  needful  at  present,  and  the  low  cases  around 
the  centre  room. 

The  Committee  are  unanimous  in  recommending 
the  plan.  The  drawings  have  been  made  under  the 
direction  of  jNIr.  Stone,  of  the  Committee,  who  will, 
in  presenting  it  to  the  meeting,  give  such  information 
and  explanation  as  may  be  desired. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee, 

Isaac  II.  Souttiwick, 

Chairman. 

Providence,  January  8,  18Si. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  TREASURER. 

Dr.  Riclimond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  vjith  the  Rhode  hla.id 

Historical  Society. 
1883. 

Jan.  12.      Sale  of  Old  Almanacks, •$  4  20 

Sale  of  Show  Case, IG  20 

Donated  to  the  Society  by  S.  S.  Rider,  balance  of 

his  bill,  January  12,  1883,    -        -        -        -         17  10 

37  :.() 

Donation  from  Ilev.  F.  Denison,        .....  2  Oj 

1884. 
Jan.     5.      Taxes  from  213  Members  at  $3.00,     ....  639  00 

Taxes  from  Members  overdue,  -        -        -         -  21  00 

Fees  for  admission  of  24  Members  at  $5.00,         -         -  120  0<j 

Interest  from  Life  Membership  Fund   in   Providence 

Institution  for  Savings,  January  and  July,  1883.  3C  SC 

Librarian,  for  money  received  by  him   for  certifying 

and  proceedings  -.----.  3  0<D 

$859  30 


Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society.  \ 

1883.  1 

Jan.  12.      Cash  paid  Treasurer  for   money  advanced  by  him,  | 

January  5,  1883, $78  42                { 

S.  S.  Rider's  bill, -  37  50                j 

1884. 

Jan.    5,      Printing,  Meetings,  Postage  and  Express,          -        -  237  59                I 

Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor, 175  70                J 

Proceedings  for  1882  and  1883,           ...        -  101  88                ] 

Library  Committee,  for  binding  pamphlets,  &,c.,         -  101  5C                 ] 

Building  and  Grounds,         ......  92  11                 ] 

Magazines,          ......--  8  50 

Cash  on  hand, 26  10 

$859  3G 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT,  Treasurer. 
Providence,  Janu.ary  5,  1884. 
We  have  examined  the  above  and  find  it  correct. 

Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
JoHK  P.  "Walker, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 

Audit  CoKnmitUe. 
Providence,  January  5,  1884. 
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LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  ACCOUNT. 


Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett y  Treasurer y  in  account  ivith  the  RJiode  Island 

Historical  Society. 

1883. 
Jan.      9.     Balance  cash  on  hand,         -        -        -        -        -        -        $  900  00 

Feby.    6.     John  P.  Mumford,     ----■.--  50  00 

6.    Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  for 

January,  1883,     ---.---  18  00 

July      6.    Thomas  P.  I.  Goddard, 50  00 

6.    Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for   Savings,  for 

July,  1883,  ..-.-..  18  86 

$1,030  80 
Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer^  in  account  tviih  the  Rhode  Island 

Jlisiorical  Society. 
1883. 
July  27.      Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings,  for 

January  and  July,  1SS3, $  30  86 

1884. 
Jan.     5.     Cash  on  hand 1,000  00 

$1,030  86 

There  is  in  the    Providence  Institution  for  Savings, 
this  day,  $1,000. 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT,  Treasurer. 

We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  find  it  correct. 

Henuy  T.  Beckwith, 
John  P.  Walker, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 

Audit  Committee. 

Providence,  January  5,  1884. 
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NECEOLOGY, 


George  Wasiiixctox  Greexe,  was  born  in  East 
Greenwich,  April  8,  1811,  and  died  in  the  same  town 
February  2,  1883,  in  the  seventy-second  year   of  his  j 

age.      His   father,    JSTathanael,   was   son  of  General  • 

Nathanael  Greene,  of  revolutionary  fame.  His  mothc^r  i 

was  Anna  Maria  Chu'ke.  This  venerable  lady  still 
survives   (February,    1881,)    at    a    centenarian    age.  ; 

After  a  partial  course  of  study  in  Brown   University^  \ 

he   went   to   Europe,   and   from  1827    to    1847    re-  • 

sided  mostly  abroad.     From    1837   to  1845    he   held  j 

the  appointment   of  American   consul    at   Eome,  an  i 

oflice  which  seems  to   fall  easily  into   the   hands   of  j 

Khode  Island   men.      He   gained   an   extensive    ac-  1 

quaintance  with  the  history  and  literature  of  modern  \ 

Europe,  especially  of  Ital^^,  and  published  a  volume 
of  "Historical  Studies."  He  was  chosen  a  correspond- 
ing member  of  this  society  in  1838,  at  the  same  time 
with  his  friend,  the  poet  Longfellow. 

In  1848  he  returned  to  America  and  was  appointed 
instructor  in  modern  languages  in  Brown  University. 
At  this  time  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  society.  In  1849  he  served  as  its  orator 
on  a  stated  anniversary  occasion.  Spi'ung  from  an- 
cestors distinguished  in  the  annals  of  Ehode  Island, 
he  cherished  a  wholesome  pride  in  the  character  and 
institutions  of  his  native  state.  To  this  local  senti- 
ment he  added  a  breadth  of  scholarly  attainment,  an 
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industry  in  historical  pursuits,  and  a  grace  of  style 
which  eminently  fitted  him  to  commemorate,  and  if 
needful,  to  defend,  the  good  name  of  her  statesmen 
and  heroes. 

In  1852  he  removed  to  Ncav  York,  where  he  de- 
voted himself  to  teaching  and  various  literary  work, 
writing  many  articles  for  reviews  and  magazines. 
In  1866  he  returned  to  East  Greenwich.  In  1872  he 
was  very  appropriately  appointed  the  iirst  Professor 
of  American  History  in  Cornell  University.  Among 
his  more  important  historical  works  are :  the  life  of 
his  grandfather.  General  Greene,  first  in  Sparks's 
series,  1846,  and  again  in  three  octavo  volumes,  1867- 
71 ;  Historical  Yiews  of  the  American  Revolution, 
1865,  and  The  German  Element  in  the  War  of  the 
Eevolution,  1876.  His  Short  History  of  Khode 
Island  was  published  in  1877. 

Edwin  Martin  Stone,  was  born  in  Framingham, 
Massachusetts,  April  29,  1805,  and  died  at  Provi- 
dence, December  15, 1883,  at,the  age  of  78.  Ris  early 
life  was  spent  in  Massachusetts,  Yermont  and  West- 
ern states.  He  was  apprenticed  as  j^rinter  in  the 
cilice  of  the  Palladium,  at  Boston.  He  pei-formed 
much  work  as  printer  and  editor,  and  through  his 
whole  life  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  press. 
Having  received  impressions  which  impelled  him  to 
the  work  of  the  ministiy,  he  studied  with  that  view, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  he  became  pastor  of 
the  north  parish  of  Beverly,  Massacluisetts.  He  re- 
sided there  for  thirteen  years.  During  this  time  he 
published  his  first  historical  works — the  Life  of  El- 
hanan  AVinchester,  (1836,)  and  History  of  Beverly, 
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(1843).  He  was  for  two  years  a  Representative  in 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  author 
of  some  hnportant  legislative  reports. 

In  1847  he  removed  to  Pi'ovidence  and  took  charge 
of  the  enterprise  then  sustained  by  the  two  Unitarian 
churches  here,  under  the  name  of  Ministry-at-large. 
This  had  been  founded    about   six  years   before,  and 
had  grown  up  under  the  ministrations  of  Eev.  II.  F. 
Harrington  and  Rev.  W.  G.  Babcock,  Avith  a  band  of 
devoted  helpers.     A  chapel  had  been  buih  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Benefit  and  llalsey  streets.    Its  work  combined 
benevolent  supplies   to    deserving  poor,  teaching   in 
sewing   school,  evening   school,  Sunday  school,  etc., 
and  the  maintenance  of  a   church  organization  with 
regular  preaching.     It  endeavored  to  bring  the   peo- 
ple in  the  north  part  of  the   city,   who  were  without 
church  privileges,  under  reach  of  christian  inlluences. 
Mr.  Stone  labored  diligently  in  these  various  depart- 
ments of  effort.     His  annual  reports  give  the    history 
of  this  undertaking  from  year  to  year,  and  also    con- 
tam  opinions  and  proposals  as  to   modes  of  dealing 
with  poverty  and  preventing  pauperism.     They  sug- 
gest some   enterprises   that   have   been   successfully 
carried  out — industrial  education,  a  home   for   aged 
men,  reformatories  for  women,  etc.     The  mission  has 
become  in  a  great  degree  self-supporting;  has  changed 
its  organization  and  taken  the   name    of  the   Olney 
Street  Church.     Mr.  Stone  retired  from   it   in    1877, 
after  thirty  years  of  service. 

During  this  period  he  perfoi-med  a  great  deal  of 
outside  labor,  especially  as  friend  of  schools  and 
teachers  and  member  of  the   School   Committee,  and 
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as  historical  student  and  author,  and  in  connection 
with  this  society.  His  duty  as  a  member  of  the 
School  Committee  was  performed  witli  uncommon 
fidelity.  Few  men  have  done  more  for  thirty  years 
past  to  benefit  the  schools  of  Providence  and  of  the 
state  by  faithful  visitation  and  ready  words,  interest 
in  Institutes  of  Instruction,  and  friendly  co-operation 
with  school  officials. 

"While  living  in  Providence  he  found  time  to  pre- 
pare several  important  historical  works.  The  first 
was  *'The  Life  and  Pecollections  of  John  Ilowland,'' 
(1857).  This  book  shows  Mr.  JStone's  aptitudes  in  a 
very  favorable  light.  He  delighted  in  preserving  the 
perishing  materials  of  local  history,  old  papers,  loose 
pamphlets  and  the  recollections  of  aged  people.  In 
Mr.  Howland's  memory  and  manuscripts  Mr.  Stone 
found  a  mine  of  knoAvledge  which  he  knew  how  to 
work.  The  long  and  varied  life  of  Mr.  Uowland, 
his  remembrances  of  the  revolutionary  period  and  its 
leaders,  his  eminent  usefulness  as  a  citizen  of  Provi- 
dence, the  many  institutions  for  public  welfare  in 
which  he  took  part,  as  proposer,  organizer  or  admin- 
istrator; his  tenacious  memory  and  pithy  language, 
all  gave  interest  to  his  biography. 

Other  publications  were  the  ^'History  of  the  Provi- 
dence Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers," 
(1860)  ;  the  memoir  of  a  note-worthy  son  of  Khode 
Island,  Thomas  Alexander  Tefil,  entitled  "  The 
Architect  and  Monetarian;"  notices  of  the  ser- 
vices of  Phode  Island  regiments  in  the  AVar  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  "The  Invasion  of  Canada  in  1775," 
which  formed    the  sixth   volume    of  our    collections 
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and  appeared  in  1867.  His  largest  historical  Avork, 
published  just  before  his  death,  is  entitled  'Hiuv 
French  Allies."  It  gives  fully  and  with  ample  iliu.-- 
tration  the  narrative  of  French  aid  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  especially  the  encampment  in  Provident',  \ 
with  description  and  plans.                                                           j 

Mr.  Stone  is  understood  to   have  left,  unpublishcnl  I 

but  partly  written,  a  life   of  the   Rev.  Dr.  Manasseli  j 

Cutler,  and  a  history  of  Providence.  j 

He  joined  this  Society  in  18-18,  and  was   appointed  i 

Librarian  aud  Cabinet  Keeper  for  the  i^orthern   Dis-  | 

trict  in  1851,  which  position  he  held  till  October,  1880.  j 

He  did  a  great  deal  to  rescue  from  waste   the   manu-  \ 

script  and    other   fugitive    materials   of  history,  and 
collect  them  within  these  walls.     As  the  rooms,  dur- 
ing nearly  all  the  time    of  Mr.  Stone's  holding   this  \ 
office,  were  not  regulai'ly  ojoen,  these  materials  could  j 
not  be  made  immediately  and  widely  useful,  and   the  . 
work  of  amassing  them  lacked  the  stimulus  of  daily  ; 
appreciation.     His  annual  reports  were  long  and  dis-  j 
cursive,  forming   a  very   prominent   feature    of   the  j 
yearly  Proceedings.     In   1874   he  appended   to    the  j 
Proceedings  a  History  of  the  Phode  Island  Institute  1 
of  Instruction,    occupying    140   pages.      The    chief  j 
value  of  our   published  Proceedings,  beginning  with  { 
1872,  apart  from  the  mere  history  of  the  Society,  is 
in  the  antiquarian  and  miscellaneous  matter  contained 
in  these   reports   of  the    Northern   Department.     In 
connection  with  the  new  organization  of  the   libi'ary, 
the  discontinuance    of  a    Southern    Cabinet,  and   the 
appointment   of   a  Committee  on  the   Libraiy,   Mr. 
Stone  resigned  the  ollice  he  had  held  so  long. 
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Hexry  Lewis  Kexdall  was  born  in  "Watertown, 
Mass.,  June  25,  1805,  and  died  in  Providence,  Jnly  10, 
1883.  He  was  the  oldest  of  nine  children;  his  father, 
Paul  Kendall,  being  a  native  of  Woburn,  Mass.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  a  tallow  chandler  and  soap  maker 
of  Watertown.  When  not  quite  twenty  years  old  he 
was  left  fatherless,  and  assumed  the  affectionate  and 
quasi-parental  care  of  his  brothers  and  sisters,  of 
whom  the  youngest  was  but  three  years  old.  His 
mother,  who  long  survived  her  husband,  is.  still  re- 
membered in  Providence  as  a  most  admirable  matron, 
of  great  dignity  and  sweetness. 

In  the  year  1827  he  came  to  Providence  to  take 
charge  of  a  soap  manufacturing  establishment,  as 
manager  and  partner  of  his  former  employer  in 
Watertown.  The  business  grew  and  expanded  in 
his  hands,  and  developed  into  the  well  known  Ken- 
dall Manufacturing  Company. 

^'Mr.  Kendall's  next  notable  entei'prise  as  a  business 
man  was  in  saving  from  ruin  and  making  a  grand  suc- 
cess of  the  New  England  Screw  Company.  The  posi- 
tion of  agent  was  virtually  forced  upon  him  by  a  combi- 
nation of  circumstances  which  he  could  hardly  resist. 
The  look  was  dark  when  he  stepped  to  the  front  in  1846. 
For  several  years  his  energies  were  taxed  to  the  utmost. 
Buildings  were  erected,  and  machinery,  inventions  and 
patents  secured  under  his  direction.  To  continue  to 
compete  with  other  companies  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  clumsy  screws  in  common  use  he  saw  would  lead  to 
disaster.  Therefore  he  spent  his  energies  in  trying  to 
secure  machinery  that  would  produce  gimlet-pointed 
screws,  which  were  then  made  by  machinery   nowhere. 
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and  by  hand,  only  in  France.  His  struggles  and  bials 
to  this  end  seriously  endangered  his  health.  His  natu- 
rally robust  constitution  was  thoroughly  tried.  He  I 
would  seem  to  succeed  and  then  fail,  till  at  last  the  vie-  ] 
tory  was  won.  The  9th  of  April,  1849,  is  ^the  date  of  ^ 
this  achievement  as  fixed  by  himself.  Thence  onward  1 
he  had  only  to  vary  the  size,  and  improve  and  multiply 
the  number  of  the  machines  to  be  kept  in  motion.  The 
greatest  success  of  his  life  was  thus  attained  ;  a  reason- 
able fortune  was  made  and  a  worthy  ambition  was  grat- 
ified. If  he  had  done  nothing  else  in  life  but  pioneer 
the  manufacture  of  the  gimlet-pointed  screw  in  this 
country  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  honor  of  a 
public  benefactor.  When,  in  1860,  the  New  England 
and  Eagle  Screw  Companies  united  under  the  name  of 
the  American  Screw  Company,  Mr.  Kendall  sold  his 
stock  and  returned  to  his  old  business. 

"  A  few  years  later  Mr.  Kendall  came  to  the  rescue  of 
the  Union  Oil  Company,  and  helped  win  for  it  a  notable 
financial  success.  In  1876  he  reluctantly  accepted  the 
presidency  of  the  Exchange  National  Bank,  where  his 
ability  as  a  financier  was  no  less  appreciated." 

Mr.  Kendall  Avas  marked  by  sterling  excellences  of 
mind  and  heart.  In  addition  to  the  high  qualities  of  sa- 
gacity, enterprise  and  perseverance,  which  made  him 
successful  in  business,  he  was  a  man  of  thoughtful  and 
cultivated  mind,  of  decided  opinions,  of  varied  reading, 
and — in  spite  of  his  habitual  reserve — of  good  conver- 
sational powers.  "  He  kept  himself  abreast  of  the  age 
and  was  conversant  with  the  most  recent  discoveries  of 
science,  and  the  latest  questions  in  morals  and  religion." 
He  was  a  lover  and  collector  of  fine  paintings,  which  he 
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bought  with  liberality,  and  whose  companionship  cheered 
and  adorned  his  home.  He  w^as  strongly  attached  to  the 
Unitarian  belief,  and  to  the  AVestminster  Congregational 
Church.  In  his  relations  to  this  church,  to  the  charities 
and  religious  activities  of  his  denomination,  and  to  all 
benevolent  enterprises  that  commended  themselves  to  his 
judgment,  he  was  a  generous  giver  and  a  ready  worker 
and  adviser. 

By  his  last  will,  Mr.  Kendall  provided  for  his  imme- 
diate relatives,  left  liberal  bequests  to  the  Unitarian  As- 
sociation, and  to  several  charitable  institutions,  and  made 
the  Public  Library  of  Providence  his  residuary  legatee. 
This  bequest  promises  to  make  him  by  far  the  largest 
pecuniary  benefactor  of  the  Library,  and  to  very  greatly 
enhance  its  means  of  usefulness. 

Mr.  Kendall  became  a  resident  member  of  this  society 
in  1873. 

George  Francis  Wilson,  died  in  East  Providence, 
January  19,  1883,  aged  sixty-four  years,  one  month  and 
twelve  days.  He  was  born  inUxbridge,  Mass.,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1818,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Mercy  "NA^ilson.  His  father  was  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Roger  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Scrooby,  England,  and 
in  1608  went  to  Leyden,  Holland,  with  Governor  Brad- 
ford and  other  Pilgrims  who  afterwards  came  to  Ply- 
mouth in  the  ]\Iayflo\ver.  His  son,  John  Wilson,  came 
to  New  England  in  1651  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  America. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Wilson  was  spent  on  his  father's 
farm  till  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  he  was  apprenticed 
to  Welcome  Sc  Darius  Farnum  of  Waterford,  Mass.,  to 
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learn  the  business  of  ^yool-sorting.  At  the  end  of  three 
years  he  had  become  an  expert  in  the  business  and  had 
also  made  himself  familiar  with  all  the  machinery  used 
in  the  mill.  He  at  this  time  determined,  before  engag- 
ing in  business  for  himself,  to  spend  the  money  he  had 
saved  in  enlarging  his  education.  For  this  purpose  he 
became  apupil  in  the  Academy  at  Shelburne  Falls,  Mass., 
where  he  at  length  was  employed  as  a  teacher  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  184i,  soon  after  his  marriage,  he  went 
to  Chicago,  where  he  opened  an  academy  ^^dlich  soon 
became  very  flourishing  and  numbered  upwards  of  two 
hundred  pupils.  In  this  work  he  was  greatly  assisted  by 
his  wife,  who,  like  himself,  had  been  a  teacher  in  New 
England.  Returning  to  the  East  in  1848  he  soon  set- 
tled in  Providence,  and  for  several  years  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  manufacturing  for  which  he  had  unusual  aptitude. 
In  January,  1855,  he  entered  into  a  partnership  for  the 
manufacture  of  chemicals  with  Professor  E.  N.  Ilorsford, 
at  that  time  llumford  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Har- 
vard College,  their  business  name  being  George  F.  Wil- 
son &  Company.  At  the  end  of  about  two  years  the  es-- 
tablishment  now  known  as  the  Humford  Chemical 
Works,  was  removed  from  Providence  to  East  Provi- 
dence, wdiere  a  prosperous  and  extensive  business  has 
been  carried  on,  in  which  rare  scientific  knowledge  has 
been  most  advantageously  united  with  great  industry  and 
singular  energy  of  character.  Tlie  varied  products  of 
the  Rumford  Chemical  Works  have  become  known  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wilson  resided  iu  Providence  from  185'2  to  1861. 
Subsequently  to  the  latter  date  he  resided  in  East  Prov- 
idence, near  the  extensive  works  which  he  had  founded 
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and  which  he  continued  to  superintend.  While  in  Prov- 
idence he  was  connected  with  several  scientific  associa- 
tions of  the  city,  was  a  member  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, and  was  twice  elected  to  represent  the  city  in 
the  General  Assembly.  In  East  Providence  he  was  also 
for  many  years  associated  with  the  management  of 
municipal  aifairs. 

The  aptitude  which  Mr.  Wilson  possessed  for  mechani- 
cal science  and  its  various  applications  was  extraordinary. 
It  not  only  made  him  master  of  his  own  business,  but  it 
constituted  him  an  authority  in  all  matters  of  practical 
mechanics.  He  was  much  consulted  on  questions  per- 
taining to  improvements  of  machinery  and  always  read- 
ily gave  assistance  to  those  who  sought  it.  He  was  also 
the  author  of  numerous  inventions  for  which  patents 
have  been  obtained  and  which  are  now  in  extensive  use. 
The  best  known  of  these  are  an  improvement  in  the 
manufacture  of  steel,  a  revolving  boiler  for  paper  man- 
ufacture and  several  improvements  in  the  illuminating 
apparatus  for  light-houses.  He  had  also  given  much 
■attention  to  agrici'ilture,  to  methods  of  fertilization  of 
soils  and  the  breeding  of  stock,  while  the  range  of  his  sci- 
entific knowledge  was  very  broad  for  one  whose  life  had 
been  devoted  almost  wholly  to  business  pursuits.  It  was 
in  recognition  of  this  class  of  attainments  that  Brown 
University  conferred  on  him  the  honorary  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  in  1872.  He  cherished  a  lively  inter- 
est in  education,  especially  in  scientific  education,  and  in 
his  last  will  and  testament  he  made  a  bequest  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  Brown  University  and  an- 
other of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  Dartmouth  College, 
each  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  purposes  strictly  scien- 
tific.    He  was  chosen  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1877. 
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Albert  Timothy  Elliott  died  in  Providence,  Maicli 
19,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years  and  twenty-foiu- 
days.     He  was  born   in  Pomfret,  Conn.,  February  23,  j 

1818,  and  was  the   son  of  Lemuel  H.,  and    Marv  ^l,  i 

(Lamson)  Elliott.     In  1826  his  father  moved  to  Provi-  I 

dence  to  accept  the  office  of  Steward  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity which  he  subsequently  held  for  thirty-four  years. 
The  son  was  educated  at  the  University  in  the  class  of 
1839,  and  after  graduating  studied  medicine  in  the  office 
of  the  late  Usher  Parsons,  M.  D.,  and  also  at  the  Har- 
vard Medical  School,  He,  however,  did  not  engage  in 
the  practice  of  the  profession.  At  the  end  of  a  few 
years  he  became  associated  with  his  uncle,  the  late  Nel- 
son W.  Eddy,  in  conducting  a  cotton  mill  of  which  his 
father  was  a  joint  owner,  in  East  Killingly,  Conn.,  and 
in  this  business  he  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life.  He, 
however,  had  his  residence  in  Providence  and  was  con- 
nected to  some  extent  with  the  business  institutions  of 
the  city.  He  was  also  highly  esteemed  in  the  social  ch- 
cles  in  which  he  moved  for  his  kindliness  and  benevo- 
lence as  well  as  for  his  genial  manners  and  cultivated  in- 
telligence.    He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in 

1878. 

« 
The  PIoN.  William  Greene,  died  in  Warwick,  ^larch 
24,  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  two  months  and 
twenty-three  days.  He  was  born  in  Warwick,  January 
1,  1797,  and  Avas  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Pay  Greene,  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States  from  lihode  Island,  from 
1797  to  his  death  in  1801.  His  grandfather.  AVilliam 
Greene,  was  Governor  of  the  State  from  1778  to  1786,  as 
his  great-grandfather,  also  bearing  the  same  name,  had 
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been,  with  three  mterniptions  of  one  year  each,  from 
1743  to  1758.  Mr.  Greene  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. In  his  boyhood  he  was  a  student  at  Kent  Acad- 
emy, in  East  Greenwich,  and  afterwards  at  a  school  in 
Hartford,  under  the  tuition  of  George  Jaifrey  Patten, 
a  celebrated  teacher  of  the  time.  He  entered  Erown 
University  in  1813,  and  graduated  in  1817  with  the 
highest  rank  in  his  class.  He  subsequently  studied  law 
at  Litchfield,  Conn.,  at  the  well  known  Law  School 
then  existing  there,  and  on  being  admitted  to  the  bar, 
he  went  to  the  West  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  resided  first  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  but  at 
length  established  himself  in  Cincinnati  where  he  rose 
to  eminence  at  the  bar  and  also  became  distinguished 
for  his  devotion  to  public  interests  and  for  the  services 
which  he  rendered  to  the  city  and  the  State  of  his  adop- 
tion. He  was  a  leader  in  the  establishment  of  the  sys- 
tem of  public  education  which  gave  to  Ohio  her  early 
preeminence  among  the  States  of  the  West.  He  was 
also  greatly  interested  in  politics  and  an  ardent  vo- 
tary of  Henry  Clay.  He,  however,  never  lost  his  affec- 
tion for  his  native  State.  He  Avas  accustomed  almost 
every  summer  to  return  to  Warwick  and  spend  a  few 
weeks  on  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay,  and  thus  to 
keep  alive  the  friendships  and  the  memories  of  his  youth- 
ful days.  After  a  residence  of  nearly  forty  years  in  Ohio 
he  became  afiiicted  with  a  disease  of  the  eyes  which 
for  a  time  deprived  him  of  sight.  He  came  to  New 
England  for  treatment  and  on  his  recovery  in  1862  took 
up  his  abode  once  more  on  the  ancestral  estate,  and  in 
the  ancestral  mansion  at  Warwick,  and  here  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  honorable  and  useful  life.     Though  he 
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mingled  little  in  public  affairs,  lie  continued  to  feel  \h- 
liveliest  patriotic  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  tlie  count r\ 
then  in  the  midst  of  the  fiery  trials  of  the  civil  ^^'ar.  in 
1866,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  he  was  chosen 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  and  again  in  18(n. 
filling  the  office  for  two  years  with  dignity  and  honor. 
While  in  the  West  he  wrote  much  for  the  newspapers 
on  the  political  questions  of  the  times,  and  in  1851  he 
delivered  an  oration  at  commencement  before  the  Plii 
Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Brown  University,  which  was 
published.  Its  subject  was  "  Some  of  the  diificulties 
attending  the  administration  of  a  free  government."  He 
always  cherished  a  warm  interest  in  the  institutions  and 
the  history  of  his  native  State,  in  wliich  his  ancestors 
for  several  generations  had  been  distinguished  citizens. 
He  became  a  life  member  of  this  Society  in  1872,  and 
by  many  generous  gifts  and  kindly  services  he 'showed 
his  appreciation  of  the  objects  which  it  is  designed  to 
promote. 

The  llev.  Comfort  Edwin  Barrows,  D.  D.,  died  in 
Newport,  December  26,  1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two 
years  and  fifteen  days.  He  was  born  in  Attleborough, 
Mass.,  J3ecember  11,  1831.  He  w^as  prepared  for  col- 
lege at  Pierce  Academy,  Middleborough,  Mass.,  and 
graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1858.  He  studied 
theology  at  the  Theological  Institution  in  Newton,  ^lass., 
and  W'as  ordained  and  settled  as  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  South  Han  vers  (now  Peabody),  Mass.,  on  De- 
cember 25,  1861.  In  March,  1865,  he  removed  to  New- 
port and  became  the  minister  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  that  city.     This    Church,  next  to  the  First    Baptist 
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Church  in  ProYidence,  is  the  oldest  Baptist  Church  in 
America.  Its  first  minister  and  principal  founder  was 
the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  who  was  one  of  the  most  hon- 
ored of  the  settlers  of  Newport.  In  this  ancient  his- 
toric church  Mr.  Barrows  found  a  congenial  sphere  of 
service  as  a  Christian  pastor,  and  liere  he  spent  the  re- 
maining eighteen  years  of  his  life.  He  died  after  a 
brief  illness,  of  pneumonia,  in  the  midst  of  a  career  of 
great  usefulness  and  honored  with  the  growing  respect 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

He  was  a  scholar  of  varied  acquirements  and  was  es- 
pecially fond  of  historical  studies.  Only  a  little  time 
before  his  death  he  had  delivered  a  series  of  discoiu'ses 
suggested  by  the  four  hundredth  birthday  of  the  great 
Reformer,  on  Martin  Luther  and  his  principal  associates 
in  the  Reformation.  He  had  devoted  much  attention  to 
the  history  of  the  older  Baptist  Churches  in  Rhode 
Island  and  their  most  eminent  ministers  in  former  gen- 
erations. He  had  also  taken  a  scholar's  interest  in  study- 
ing the  early  ecclesiastical  history  of  Newport — a  town 
which  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  alone 
of  all  the  towns  in  the  country,  presented  the  extraordi- 
nary spectacle  of  congregations  of  Baptists,  Quakers, 
Congregationalists,  Episcopalians,  Moravians,  Sabbata- 
rians and  Jews,  all  gathered  from  the  same  community 
and  cherishing  a  reciprocal  good  will  each  for  the  others. 
To  subjects  thus  suggested  by  his  position  as  a  minister 
in  Newport,  most  of  his  few  published  writings  relate. 
These  consist  of  articles  in  magazines  and  reviews,  and 
of  a  few  occasional  sermons.  Of  the  latter,  the  most 
important  are  a  discourse  on  the  history  of  the  ancient 
church  of  whicli  lie  was  the   minister,  and  a   discourse 
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on  the  life  of  Benjamin  B.  Howland,  a  venerable  mem- 
ber of  his  church,  who  held  the  office  of  clerk  of  tin- 
town  and  city  of  Newport  for  fifty  years,  and  wlio  was 
more  than  any  other  man  of  his  time,  the  living  embod- 
iment of  its  local  history.  For  some  months  past  he 
had  been  engaged  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  on 
Publications  of  the  Khode  Island  Historical  Society,  in 
editing  the  Diary  of  the  Eev,  John  Comer,  one  of  his 
predecessors  in  the  charge  of  the  church  at  Newport, 
from  1725  to  1729.  In  1881  he  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  Colby  University,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  he  Avas  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Brown  University,  the  place  of  his  educa- 
tion. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society  in  1881. 
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LETTER  OF  ROGER  WILLIAMS. 


Read  by  Dr.  Parsons    at  Quarterly  Meeting,  Octo- 
ber, 1883. 


[Provijdcnce  2^1    12     56  so   called 
[24th  February,   1657.] 

Arthur  Venner  one  of  ye  Towne  Deputies 

I  vnderstand  yt  ye  Last  night  (to  the  disturbance  & 
dangerous  breach  of  his  Flighnes  peace  in  this  Colony 
&  Countrey)  you  furthered  ye  tumultuous  Actings  of 
divers  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  this  Towne  of  Providence : 
In  well  you  rescued  a  prisoner  from  ye  officers  of  ye 
honrd  Govment  of  ye  Massachuscts  as  they  quietly 
passed  through  this  Towne.- 

I  am  forced  therefore  (according  to  ye  trust  reposed 
in  me)  to  make  this  my  Sollemne  Protestation  agst  such 
disorderly  &  dangerous  Courses,  &  yt  for  these  Reasons. 

First,  ye  Person  whom  you  rescued  (by  yor  owne  Con- 
fession &  his)  is  a  subject  to  a  Forraigne  Nation  (ye 
Dutch)  &  however  it  hath  pleased  ye  Massachuscts  to 
act  mth  him  as  with  their  subject  (as  they  judge  &  him- 
self hath  formerly  professed) :  yet  you  by  yr  owne  Con- 
fessions have  nothing  to  doe  with  him,  otherwise  then 
as  now  you  have  put  in  yor  necks  for  his  (in  case  he  es- 
cape :)  you  having  no  more  power  to  send  hhn  to  New- 
port then  to  Boston,  nor  no  more  heart  to  provide  pris- 


80  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY.  j 

ons  then  you  have  to  provide  stocks:  vntill  Newport  ..^v  j 

Portsmouth  put  forth  themselves  to  yt  cost  &  care  tli(\  | 

have  bene  at.  j 

Secondly,     If  you  say  he  was  bound  to  a  Triall  m  thi-  j 

Colonie  ;  I  answere  this  is  a  rotten  Foundation  to  build  ! 

high  Actings  on.  For  ye  truth  is  (having  no  prison  pro- 
vided) I  was  forced  a  Bond  for  his  Appearance  in  ^lay 
before  ye  Gen  :  Court  of  Commrs  at  Newport,  &  not 
for  any  triall  for  ye  Direction  of  yt  Gen:  Court. 

either  for  a  triall,  or  for  a  discharging  of  him,  or  a  sur- 
rendring  him  to  his  former  or  present  (professed)  Go^  - 
mors  ye  Massachusct  or  ye  Dutch. 

Thirdly  you  therefore  arrogate  a  power  over  ye  Col- 
ony, since  yt  Pawtuxet  js  a  Case  yet  depending  between 
ye  Genii.  Court  of  ye  Massachus  :  &  ye  Gen.  Court  of 
this  Colony,  I  say  this  Extraordinary  Case  js  before  them. 

Fourthly  ye  same  power  you  arrogate  ye  high  Court 
ofParliamt.,  8c  his  llighnes  ye  Lo:  Protector  before 
whome  this  matter  of  Pawtuxet  hath  Long  depended, 
they  hoping  (to  my  knowledge)  yt  among  orselvcs  yt 
Fire  might  out. 

Ob :  If  you  say  ye  Massachusets  doe  ye  same  :  I  an- 
swere yt  will  not  excuse  vs.  2dly  they  doe  not  rescue 
a  prisoner  of  ours  :  For  he  was  free  to  follow  his  Oc- 
casions all  Winter  &  ye  Spring,  vntill  May,  uj)on  no 
great  bond  :  But  now  he  was  &  js  a  prisoner  triable  for 
Felonie  (or  some  in  his  stead  if  he  escape)  odly  ye  ^Las- 
sachusets  have  a  fairer  plea  before  all  ye  World  then 
we  have  any  Coulor  for  :  Since  ye  Inhabitants  of  Paw- 
tuxet have  all  along  renounced  subjection  unto  vs,  ^^ 
sollemnly  6c  absolutely  subjected   themselves  to  ye  Mas- 
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sachusets,  who  have  a  longtime  protected  them  from  vs 
in  all  thejr  Complaints  agst  vs. 

Fiftly :  this  you  did  in  an  vnlawfuU  Towne  meeting , 
well  hath  as  you  know  bene  a  long  time  at  3  dayes 
warning,  though  jt  hath  bene  but  to  make  a  Law  for  a 
shilling  matter 

Ob  :  If  you  say  yr  case  is  sudden  :  I  say  if  you  were 
not  resolved  to  contemne  all  officers  you  * 

*  Towne  Deputies  :  you  know 

you  have  gen  :  officers       *       the  Colony  :  you  know  you 
have  a  Towne  Councell :  &  a  councell  of  Warr      * 
so  that  you  are  provided  for  in  Order  for  peace  &  war, 
&  are  not  *  to  divulge  yor  AiFaires  of  either 

Peace  or  War  before  ye  World  * 

into  sudden  fires  by  subtle  &  furious  plottes  * 

you  yt  all  Libertie  is  gone,  except  every  Man  be  an  offi- 
cer. 

Sixtly  you  cast  scorne  &  contempt  vpon  yor  officers. 
from  whome  you  desired  not  Information  or  satisfaction  : 
so  yt  I  am  forced  to  discharge  my  Trust  &  to  acquit  my 
selfe  from  all  these  Contempts  agst  yor  officers,  agst  the 
Colony,  agst  ye  honrd  Govrment  of  ye  Massachusets,  & 
agst  his  Highnes  peace  in  Towne  &  Countrey. 

These  things  I  pray  you  lay  to  heart,  &  consider  of 
them  (in  ye  feare  of  God)  &  the  consequents  of  them. 

Roger  Williams,  Presldt 
Arthur  Yenner    &  ye  Inhabitants  of  Providence  whom 
these  concerne. 

♦Manuscript  imperfect. 
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INSTITUTIONS   AND   CORPOHATIONS 


FROM  WHICH   GIFTS   HAVE  BEEN   RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Arion  Club,  Providence. 

Astor  Library,  New  York  City. 

Berkclcj'  School,  Providence. 

Boston  Associated  Charities,  Boston. 

Boston  Public  Libr.iry,  Boston? 

Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Co.,  Bos- 
ton. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  Boston. 

Bostouian  Society,  15oston. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washinofton,  D.  C. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Butialo,  N.  Y. 

Canonicus  Memorial  Committee  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Provi- 
dence. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  111. 

Chicago  West  Park  Commissioners,  Chica- 
go- 
Chicago  So.  Park  Commissioners,  Chicago. 

Chief  of  Engineers,U.S.A.,Washins:ton,D.C. 

Children's  Friend  Society,  Providence. 

Congressional  Library,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Davenport  Academy"  of  Natural  Sciences, 
Iowa. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Fort  iSinigret,  Committee  appointed  by  the 
K.  I.  Historical  Society,  to  attend  the 
dedication  of. 

Friends  of  Pennsylvania,  Pliiladelphia. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah. 

Hopkins,  Jolins,  University,  Baltimore. 

Interior  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Iowa  State  Library,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Irrepressible  Society,  Providence. 

Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kas. 

Library  Company,  Pliiladelphia. 

Lisbon  Royal  Academy  of  Science,  Portu- 
gal. 

Long  Island  Historical  Society,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

Lowell  Old  Residents'  Historical  Associa- 
tion, Lowell,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. 

Massachusetts  State  I/ibrary,  Boston, 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing. 

Michigan  University,  Ann  Arbor.  MicU. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.l'anl,Minn. 

Montreal  Societe  llistoriqui',  Montreal,  Ca. 

National  Fire  Lisurance  Companv,  60  Wall 
St.,  New  York  City. 

New  Brunswick  Historical  Society,  St.  John, 
N.B. 

New  England  HistoncGcuealogical  Society, 
Boston. 

New  London  County  Historical  Society,  New 
LondoD,  Ct. 


New  York  Central  Park  Meteorological 
Observatory,  New  York  City. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York 
City. 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany. 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, 
New  York  City. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark, 
N.  J. 

Norwegian  Society  for  Preserving  Antiqui- 
ties, Kristiania,  Nor. 

Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Halifax, 
N.  S. 

Pe.abody  Fund,  Trustees  of.  New  York  City. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Societ}',  Philadel- 
piiia. 

Pennsylvania,  Secretary  of  State,  Harris- 
burg,  Pa. 

Philadelphia  Library  Uo..  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian 
Society,  Philadelphia. 

Polytecnic  Society,  Louisburg,  Ky. 

Providence  Children's  Friend  Society. 

Providence  City  (Government. 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence. 

Quebec  Literary  and  Historical  Society, 
Quebec,  Can. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  Health,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  State  Charities, 
Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  State,  Providence. 

Royal  Historical  Society,  11  Chandos  St. , 
Cavendisli  Sqnure,  W.  London. 

Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquariaus.Co- 
penhagen,  Denmark. 

San  Francisco  Library  Association,  Cal. 

Signal  Service  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C 

Swan  Point  Cemetery  Corporatfon,  Provi- 
dence. 

Tuft's  College,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

United  States  Coast  Survey,  W.  Powell, 
Director,  Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  (ieological  and  Geographical 
Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Va. 

War  Department,  Wasliington,  D.  C. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Societv,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  Madison,Wis. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquities,  Worces- 
ter, Mass. 

Wyominc  Historical  and  Geological  Socie- 
ty, Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

Young  Ladies'  Mission  Board,  Providence. 
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PERSONS 

FROM   WHOM   GIFTS   HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


Addeman,  J.  M.,  Providence. 

Aldrich,  Nelson  W.,  Providence. 

Allen,  J,  K.,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Allen,  Miss  Candace,  Providence. 

Allen,  Zachariah,  familj^  of,  Providence. 

Amsbury,  Israel,  Providence. 

Andrews,  Rev.  I.  W.,  Marietta,  O. 

Anthony,  Henry  B.,  Providence. 

Anthony,  Mrs.  Sarah  W.,  Providence. 

Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  Chicago,  111. 

Arnold,  James  N.,  Hamilton.  R.  I. 

Arnold,  Mrs.  Louisa  G.,  Providence. 

Bailey,  William  M.,  Providence. 

Backus,  Thomas,  Danielsonville,  Ct. 

Baker,  George  H  ,  National  Home,  "Wis. 

Ballon,  Frederic  M.,  Providence. 

Bartlett,  John  R.,  Providence. 

Barton,  Henry,  Providence. 

Barstow,  Misses  E.  T.  &  L.  II., Providence. 

Beckwith,  Henry  T.,'Providence. 

Behrends,  Rev.  A.  J.  F.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y, 

Bicknell,  Thomas  W.,  Boston. 

Bigelow,  Marshall  T.  Cambridge,  Mass.      . 

Blackstonc,  L  ,  Norwich,  Ct. 

Blake,  Charles,  Providence. 

Boutwell,  Francis  Marrion,  Groton,  Mass. 

Bovren,  Mrs.  Henrj-  L.,  Newport. 

Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  57  W.Brookline  Street, 

Boston. 
Brinley,  Francis,  Newport. 
Breck,  William,  Providence. 
Brinton,  Dr.  Daniel  G.,  Philadelphia. 
Brewster,  Mrs.  J.  M.,  Providence. 
Brown,  William  E.,  Providence. 
Bullock,  Miss  Julia,  Providence. 
Buttre,  J.  C,  New  York  City. 
Burdick,A.  B.,  Providence. 
Burrough,  Frank  M. 
Culdwell,  Augustine,  Ipswich,  ^Fass. 
Cameron,  Anibury  &  Co.,  New  York  City. 


Capen,  Rev.  Elmer  II.,  College  Hill,  Mass. 

Carpenter,  George  M.,  Providence. 

Clark,  Bishop  Tliomas  M.,  Providence. 

Clarke,  George  L.,  Providence. 

Clarke,  Robert  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Cleveland,  H.  W.  S.,  Chicago. 

Chace,  Darius,  Providence. 

Chase,  George  H.,  Boston. 

Clubb,  Rev.  Henry  S.,  Philadelphia. 

Cobb,  Samuel C,  Boston. 

Cogswell,  William  F.,  Beverly,  X.  J. 

Congdon,  Charles,  25  Pine  Street,  New  York 
City. 

Cooke,  George  Lewis,  Providence. 

Coombs,  II.  M.  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Cring,  William  II.,  Providence. 

Cross,  Samuel  H., Providence. 

Deane,  Charles,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Dean,  John  Ward,  Boston. 

Dean,  Sidney,  Warren. 

Denisou,  Charles  H  ,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Denison,  Rev.  Frederic,  Providence. 

DePeyster,  J.  W.,  Tivoli,  Duchess  Co  ,N.Y. 

Dodge,  James  II.,  Boston, 

Dowe,  A.  W.,  Ipswich.  Mass. 

Doyle,  Thomas  A.,  Providence. 

Draper,  Dr.  Daniel,  New  York  City. 

Drown,  Arthur  W.,  Providence. 

Drowne,  Henry  T.,  60  Wall  St.,  New  York. 

Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Garden  City.N.Y. 

Dunster,  Samuel,  Attleboro  Falls,  Mass. 

Dyer,  J.  C,  Providence. 

Edwards,  John  H.,  26  Sheldon  Street,  Provi. 
dencc. 

Ely,  AVilliam  D.,  Providence. 

Ely,  Mrs.  William  D.,  Providence. 

Ely,  Mrs.  Richard  S.,  373  5th  Avenue,  New- 
York  City. 

Evans,  Elislia  S.,  Providence. 

Everett,  Richmond  P.,  Providence. 
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Famhani,  J.  E.  C,  Providence. 

Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston. 

Fearing,  Albert  C,  Jr.,  ISDoaue  St.,  Boston. 

Fisher,  Dr.  Charles  11.,  Scituate,  R,  I. 

Fletcher,  E.  Dix,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Foster,  AVilliam  E.,  Providence. 

Fox,  Rev.  Norman,  164  W.  o6th  Street,  New 

York  City. 
Freeman,  E.  L.  &  Co.,  Providence. 
Frieze,  Henry  S.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Gardiner,  Curtis  C,  404  Market  St.,St. Louis, 

Mo.. 
Goodwin,  John  A.,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Goodwin,  Miss  Sarah  W.,  Providence, 
Greene,  George  11.,  Lansing,  Mich. 
(Jreen,  Arnold,  Providence. 
Green,  Dx-.  Samuel  A.,  Boston. 
Gray,  Samuel  M.,  Providence. 
Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 
Gulliver,  Mrs.  Mary,  Pawtucket. 
Hale,  Horatio,  Clinton,  Ontario  Co.,  Can. 
Hart,  Charles  II.,  Philadelphia. 
Harris,  Edward  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Hazard,  Rowland  G.,  Peachdale. 
Hazard,  Thomas  R.,  Portsmouth. 
Hazen,  William  B.,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington. 
Hayward,  William  S.,  Providence. 
Holbrook,  Albert,  Providence. 
Holden,  John,  Providence. 
Holmes,  Nathaniel,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Uowland,  Franklin,  New  Bedford,  !Mass. 
Hough,  Franklin  B.,  Lowville,  N.  Y. 
Hubbard,  L.  P.,  80  Wall  Street,  New  York 

City. 
Hull,  Richard  L.,  Providence. 
Jencks,  Albert  V.,  Providence. 
Jenkins,  J.  IL,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Jenkins,  Steuben,  Wyoming,  Pa. 
Jones,  Augustine,  Providence. 
Jones,  C.  C,  Augusta,  Ga. 
Josiin,  L.  K.,  Providence. 
Kilburn,  Mrs.  Mary  E.,  Providence. 
•  King,  Moses,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
King.  William  Dehon,  Berkeley,  Mass. 
King,  W.  W.,  Boston. 
Lester,  J.  Erastus,  Providence. 
Lincoln,  Frederic  W.,  Boston. 
Lyman,  Mrs.  M.  H.,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Lyon,  Messrs.  Merrick  and  Emory,  Provi- 
dence. 
Mason,  George  C,  Newport. 
Mason,  Norman  N.,  Providence. 
Maxwell,,  Mrs.  C.  E.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Mauran,  James  E.,  Newport. 
McKira,  William    W.,  246   Federal   Street, 
Boston. 


Meade,  George. 

Mills,  Mrs.  Joanna  E.,  Needham,  Mass. 
Mowry,  William  A.,  Providence. 
Muller,  Frederic  &  Co.,  Amsterdam,  Hoi. 
NewelL  Dr.  Timothy,  Providence. 
Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Olney,  James  II.,  Providence. 
Pabodie,  Benjamin  F.,  Providence. 
Parsons,  Dr.  Charles  W.,  Providence. 
Parkhurst,  Charles  H.,  Providence. 
Parish,  Jeremiah  S.,  Providence. 
Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  Providence. 
Peet,  Rev.  Stephen  D.,  Clinton,  Wie. 
Pierce,  Frederic  C,  Rockport,  111. 
Pierce,  J.  B.,  North  Kingstown. 
Pferry,  Amos,  Providence. 
Perry,  Rev.  Henry  G.,  Chicago,  111. 
Perry,  Bishop  William  Stevens,  Davenport, 

Iowa. 
Phillips,  Henry,  Jr. 
Porter,  Rev.  Emory  M.,  Pawtucket. 
Preble,  Rear  Admii-al  George  H.,  Brook- 
line,  Mass. 
Randolph,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Sherburn,  Che- 
nango Co.,  N.  Y. 
Raikes,  G.  A.,  London. 
Kauch,  G.  W  ,  Lexington,  Ky. 
Reid,  Messrs.  J.  A.  &  R.  A.,  Providence. 
Rice,  Franklin  P.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Richmond,  Mrs.  Frank  E.,  Providence. 

Rider,  Sidney  S.,  Providence. 

Riley,  Charles  V.,  Providence. 

Risley,  Rev.  John  E.,  Providence. 

Root  &  Jenckes,  Messrs.,  Tribune  Building, 
New  York  City. 

Rost,  Alexander,  Providence. 

Russell,  Charles  H.,  New  York  City. 

Rhodes,  Edward  S.,  Providence. 

pampson,  Davenport  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Schaif,  J.  Thomas,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Scholfield,  A.  G., Providence. 

Schonwalder,  Dr.  Gorhtz,  Prussia. 

Shaw,  Joseph  A..  Providence. 

Shepard.  Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  Providence. 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.,  Chicago. 

Shove,  Samuel,  Pawtucket. 

Smith,  Charles  Morris,  Providence. 

Smith,  Clinton  H.,  New  York  City. 

Smith,  Sanford  B.,  Providence. 

Smucker,  Isaac,  Newark,  Ohio. 

Soule  &  Bugbee,  Messrs.,  37   Court  Street, 
Boston. 

Southwick  Isaac  IL,  Providence. 

Southwick,  Isaac  H.,  Jr.,  Providence. 

Stanhope,  James  Ringe,  Boston. 

Steere.  Henry  J.,  Providence. 
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Stockwell,  J.  C,  25  Aim  Street,  Ne\v  York 
City. 

Stockvrell,  Thomas  B.,  Providence, 

Stone,  Rev.  Edwin  M.,  Providence. 

Stone,  L.  M.  E,  Providence. 

Stone,  "Waterman,  Providence. 

Sweetzer,  Kev.  A.  II.,  Providence. 

Taft,  Richmond  &  Guild,  iMasters,  Provi- 
dence. 

Taylor,  Daniel  A.,  Providence. 

Thomas,  Rev.  P.,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Thomas,  Lawrence  Buckley,  Pontiac. 

Tibbitts,  "William  T.,  Providence. 

Tibbitts  &  Shaw,  Providence. 


Travf.r,  Mr.<(.  W.  II.,  Providence. 
Tucker,  AV.  W.,  48  Franklin  St.,  Boston. 
Tyler,  Casey  B.,  Centerville. 
Van  Vooris,  Elias  W.,  New  York  City. 
"V\''alker,  John  P.,  Providence. 
Webb,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 
West,  Charles  E.,  New  York  City. 
Wheeler,  Richard  A.,  Stonington,  Ct. 
Wheeler,  George  ;M.,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington. 
Whittemore,  D.  R.,  Providence. 
White,  Addison  H.,  Providence. 
Williams,  N.  Bangs,  Providence. 
Williams,  Jedeidah,  Providence. 
Willard,  Rev.  A.  F.,  Providence. 
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LIBRARY  WANTS  SUGGESTED. 


Acts  of  the  Elders,  commonly  called  the  Book  of  Abraham,  1845-6. 

Allen  and  Winter  Family  Genealogies,  Salem,  1872. 

Almanacks,  R.  B.  Thomas's,  1793,  94,  95  —  1853,  54,  5G,  57,  59,  62.  67,  69, 
70. 

Almanacs,  Rhode  Island,  186G,  67,  68,  69,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  78,  79. 

Ammidown,  Holmes,  Collections,  in  two  volumes. 

Angell,  Oliver — A  set  of  his  school  books. 

Arnold,  Isaac  N.,  Life  of  Benedict  Arnold,  Chicago,  1880. 

Burke's  Works  on  Heraldry. 

Congdon,  J.  W.  — Analytical  Class  Book  of  Botany, 

Encyclopjedia,  British,  American,  Johnson's  or  Appleton's. 

Family  genealogies,  town  histories,  and  sketches  of  persons,  places  and 
institutions  in  Rhode  Island,  especially  solicited. 

Seal  or  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  or  of  any  corporation, 
society  or  family  in  the  State,  written  or  printed  historical  sketches 
of. 

Goodwin,  John  A.     Pilgrim  Republic,  1884. 

Gorton,  Samuel.     Antidote  against  the  Common  Plague  of  the  World,  1657. 
*'  •'  Copie  of  an  Answer  to  Nathaniel  Morton's  New   England 

Memorial,  IGGO. 

Greene,  Francis  H.     Primary  Class  Book  of  Botany,  1854. 

Greene,  G.  W.     German  Element  in  the  Revolution. 
"  *'  Biographical  Studies,  New  York,  1860. 

'•  "  Various  School  Manuals  and  Primary  Lessons. 

Hallet's  Report  of  the  E.  K.  Avery  Trial. 

Hicks,  Ransom.     The  Millerites  Confession. 

Hildreth's  Report  of  the  E.  K.  Avery  Trial. 

Hitchcock,  Enos.     The  Farmer's  Friend,  Boston,  1792. 

Hollister,  G.  A.     Mount  Hope,  or  Philip,  King  of  the  AVam])anoags. 

Hacker  Hall  and  Family,  Date  of  an  article  in  the  Providence  Journal  rela- 
tive to. 

Lawrence  Faniily  Genealogy,  by  Thomas  Lawrence  of  Providence,  New 
York,  1858. 
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Law's  Spirit  of  Prayer,  1823. 

Lippincott's  Biograpliical  Dictionary. 

Lippincott's  Gazetteer. 

Massachusetts  Artillery  Election  Sermons  for  the  years  1832,  1836,  and  1863, 

and  for  each  year  between  1638  and  1827,  except  for  1740,  1744,  1771, 

1774,  1790,  1807,  1810,  1819  and  1820. 
McSparren's  America  Dissected,  Dublin,  1753. 
New  York  Genealogy  and  Biographical  Record,  full  set. 
Paige,  Lucius  R.     Histories  of  Cambridge  and  Hardvvick,  Mass. 
Pawtucket  Directory,  Nos.  1  (1868-9),  14,  15. 
Perry,  Com.  M.  C.     Japan  Expedition,  vols.  1  and  2. 
Pickering,  David.     Gospel  Preacher,  Providence,  1820. 
Providence  Bulletin,  1870,  1871,  1872  and  1873. 
Providence  Semi-Weekly  and  Daily  Journal,  1830. 

Providence  Evening  Press,  March  13,  1870  to  September  13,  1872,  inclusive. 
Providence  Children's  Friend  Society,  Annual  Reports,  the  2nd,  6th,  lOlh, 

16th  and  18th. 
Rhode  Island  Insurance  Commissisner's  Reports,  1857,  1867,  1868  and  1869. 
Rhode  Island  Schoolmaster,  No.  2  of  Vol.  IX,  and  No.  4  of  Vol.  X. 
Rhode  Island    Congregational  Conference,  Minutes,    1839,   1841,  1842  and 

1868. 
Scott,  Job,  on  Baptism,  1793. 

'•         "     Review  of  Relly's  Treatise  on  Union,  1786. 
"         ♦*     The  Baptism  of  Fire,  Providence,  1797. 
Seabury,  Bishop.     Discourses,  Vol  I,  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  1815. 
Sherburne's  Memoirs  of  Providence,  1792. 
Smith,  Louisa  P.     Poems,  Providence,  1829. 
Vicar  of  Wakefield,  Providence,  1792. 
Wheaton,  Henry.     Life  of  William  Pinckney,  New  York,  1826. 

"  •*  Rights  of  Visitation  and  Search,  1834. 

Wieland,  Oberon.     Poem  translated  by  Sotheby,  two  vols. 
Williams,  Mrs.  C.  R.     Tales,  National  and  Revolutionary,  1835,  Vol  I. 
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RESIDENT    MEMBERS.  —  1884:, 


ELECT 

ED. 

KLECTK 

1874. 

AdtlenKin,  Joshua  M. 

1878. 

1874. 

Aldrich,  Nelson  W. 

1884. 

1875. 

Ames,  William 

1878. 

1876; 

Angell,  Edwin  G. 

1859. 

1836. 

Anthony,  Henry  B. 

1880. 

1880. 

Anthony,  John  B. 

1876. 

1875. 

Aplin,  Charles 

1873. 

1881. 

Arnold,  James  N. 

1874. 

1874. 

Arnold,  Olney 

1874. 

1877. 

Arnold,  Stephen  II. 

1857. 

1881. 

Austin,  John  Osborne 

1872. 

1853. 

Bailey,  William  M. 

1879. 

1881. 

Bailey,  Richard  Arnold 

1880. 

1881 

Baker,  David  S.,  Jr. 

1880. 

1884. 

Baliou,  Ariel 

1868. 

1883. 

Ballou,  Frederick  M. 

1883. 

1881. 

Barrows,  Rev.;Comfort  E.* 

1884. 

1872. 

Barrows,  Edwin 

1873. 

1831. 

Bartlett,  John  li. 

1880. 

1876. 

Barton,  Robert 

1878. 

1879. 

Barton,  William  T. 

1873. 

1883. 

Bates,  Isaac  C. 

1878. 

1858. 

Binney,  William 

1879. 

1878. 

Bogman,  Edward  Y. 

1880. 

1881. 

Bradley,  Charles 

1877. 

1846. 

Bradley,  Charles  S. 

1879. 

1880. 

Bray  ton,  ^Villiam  1). 

1879. 

1883. 

Bridgham,  Joseph 

1872. 

1870. 

Brinley,  Francis 

1874. 

1883. 

Brown,  1).  Russell 

1877. 

1883. 

Brown,  H.  Martin 

1881. 

1875. 

Brown,  John  A. 

1881. 

1857. 

Brown,  Welcome  0. 

1879. 

1876. 

Bugbeo,  James  II. 

1876. 

1881. 

Bull,  Isaac  M. 

1881. 

Bull,  Samuel  T. 
Burdick,  James 
Burrougli,  Frank  M. 
Calder,  George  B. 
Campbell,  Daniel  G. 
Campbell,  Horatio  X. 
Carpenter,  Charles  E. 
Carpenter,  Francis  W. 
Caswell,  Edward  T. 
Chambers,  Robert  B. 
Channing,  William  F. 
Chace,  Lewis  J. 
Chace,  Jonathan 
Chace,  Julian  A. 
Chace,  Thomas  W. 
Child,  Charles  H. 
Chapin,  Charles  V. 
Claflin,  George  L. 
Clarke,  E.  W^ebster 
Clarke,  James  M. 
Clarke,  Sam  W. 
Clark,  Thomas  M. 
Clarke,  WMlliam  E. 
Coats,  James 
Codman,  Arthur  Amory 
Colt,  LeBaron  B. 
Colt,  Samuel  P. 
Congdon,  Johns  H.        % 
Cranston,  Henry  C. 
Cranston,  George  K. 
Cranston,  James  E. 
Cressy,  Oliver  S. 
Cross,  William  J. 
Cushman,  Henry  I. 
Danielson.  George  W, 


♦Deceased. 
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ELECTED. 

ELECI 

1881. 

Day,  ])aniel 

1882. 

1874. 

Day,  Daniel  E. 

1878. 

1871. 

Dean,  Sidney 

'1881. 

1881. 

DeWolf,  John  J. 

1879. 

1881. 

Dixon,  Nathan  F. 

1878. 

1877. 

Doringli,  Charles  11.  11. 

1874. 

1877. 

Dorrance,  Samuel  li. 

1884. 

1882. 

Douglas,  William  W. 

1883. , 

1851. 

Doyle,  Thomas  A. 

1877. 

1875. 

Dunnell,  William  Wanton 

1871. 

1877. 

Diirfee,  Charles  S. 

1881. 

1849. 

Durfee,  Thomas 

1873. 

1838. 

Dyer,  Ellsha 

1873. 

1873. 

Eames,  Benjamin  T. 

1874. 

1878. 

Elliott,  Albert  T.* 

1874. 

1856. 

Ely,  James  W.  C. 

1874. 

1862. 

Ely,  William  D. 

1871. 

1858. 

Everett,  Richmond  P. 

1880. 

1874. 

Fairbrother,  Henry  L. 

1880. 

1882. 

Farnum,  Alexander 

1843. 

187G. 

Fay,  Henry  II. 

1882. 

1882. 

Fisher,  Addison  Q. 

1882. 

1878. 

Fisher,  Charles  II. 

1807. 

1881. 

Foster,  \Yllliam  E. 

1879. 

1881. 

Furse,  Edmund 

1881. 

1855. 

Gammell,  xVsa  Messer 

1874. 

1875. 

Gammell,  Robert  Ives 

1880. 

1844. 

Gammell,  William 

1873. 

1884. 

Ganmiell,  William,  Jr. 

1883. 

1875.' 

Gardner,  Henry  W. 

1880. 

1880. 

Goddard,  Francis  W. 

1870. 

1881. 

Goddard,  Moses  B.  I. 

1883. 

1850. 

Goddard,  William 

1879. 

1878. 

Godding,  Alvah  W. 

1883. 

1883. 

Goodwin,  Daniel. 

1883, 

1875. 

Grant,  Henry  T. 

1809. 

1881. 

Greene,  Daniel  H. 

1879. 

1878. 

Greene,  Edward  A. 

1880. 

187G. 

Greene,  Henry  L. 

1878. 

1874. 

Greene,  Simon  Henry 

1872. 

1877. 

Greene,  W.  Maxwell 

1881. 

1870. 

Greer,  David  H. 

1881. 

1883. 

Gregory,  Harry 

1873. 

1872. 

Grosvenor,  William 

1877. 

1872. 

Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 

1877. 

♦Deceased. 

rEi). 

Hall,  Jennison  C. 

Hall,  Robert 

Ham,  Benjamin  W. 

Hammond,  B.  B. 

Harkncss,  Albert 

Harrington,  Henry  A. 

Harris.  William  A. 
,    Harson,  M.  Josej)h 

Hartshorn,  Joseph  C. 

Hazard,  Rowland 

Hersey,  George  D. 

Hidden,  Henry  A. 

Hidden,  James  C. 

Hill,  Thomas  J. 

Holbrook,  Albert 

Hopkins,  William  H. 

Hoppin,  Frederic  S. 

Hoppin,  William  W. 

Howard,  Albert  C. 

Howland.  John  A. 

Hoyt,  David  W. 

Jackson,  W.  F.  B. 

Jencks,  Albert  V. 

Jillson,  Charles  D. 

Johnson,  Joseph  C. 

Johnson,  William  S. 

Jones,  Augustine 

Kendall,  Henry  L.* 

Kendall,  Hiram 

Kenyon   James  S. 

Kimball,  James  M. 

Klapp,  Lyman 

Knight,  Edward  B. 

Ladd,  Herbert  W. 

Earned,  Edwin  C. 

Lester,  John  Erastus 

Lincoln,  John  L. 

Lippitt,  Christopher 

Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 

Lippitt,  Henry 

Liscomb,  William  S. 
,     Littlefield,  Alfred  H. 

Lymati,  Daniel  W. 

Mason,  Earl  Philip 

Mason,  Eugene  \V. 
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1877.  Mason,  George  C. 
1881.  Mason,  John  H. 

1878.  Maiiran.  Edward  C. 
1878.  Mauran,  James  E. 
18G7.  Meadcr,  Jolin  J. 
1883.  Meader,  Lewis  H. 

1876.     Metcalf,  Henry  B.,  Paw'kct 

1875.  Miller,  Augustus  S. 
1873.     Miller,  William  J. 

1881.  Miner,  Francis  W. 

1876.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

1873.  Mowry,  William  A. 

1874.  Mowry,  William  G.  E. 

1877.  Munro,  Bennett  J. 

1882.  Munroe,  Oliver  B. 
1880.  Michols,  Amos  G. 
1876.  Xickerson,  Edward  L 
1874.  Nightingale^  George  C,  Jr. 
1880.  Noyes,  Samuel  M. 

1879.  Olney,  George  \l. 

1883.  Olney,  James  II. 
1802.  Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 

1878.  Owen,  Smith 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  F. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 
1883.  Parkhurst,  Charles  H. 
1847.  Parsons,  Charles  W. 

1875.  Parsons,  Henry  L. 

1877,  Pearce,  Edward  D. 
1849.     Peckham,  Samuel  W. 

1875.  Pegram,  John  C. 
1880.  Peirce,  J.  Lewis 
1858.     Perry,  Amos 

1880.  Perry,  Marsden  J. 
1874.     Persons,  Benjamin  W. 

1873.  Phillips,  Theodore  W. 
1883.     Pierce,  George  A. 

1878.  Porter,  Emery  H. 

1876.  Rawson,  Henry  M. 

1874.  Richardson.  Erastus 

1877.  Richmond,  Walter 

1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 
1806.  Rogers,  Horatio 

1878.  Russell,  Levi  W. 
1856.  Sabin,  Charles 


ELECTED. 

1881.  Sackett,  Frederick  M. 

1877.  Seabury,  Frederick  N. 

1877.  Seagrave,  Caleb 

1881.  Shaw,  Joseph  A. 

1875.  Sherman,  William  O. 

1874.  Shedd,  J.  Plerbert 

1881.  Sheffield,  William  P.,  Jr. 
187i).     Shepley,  George  L. 
1870.     Sherman,  Robert 

1880.  Simmons,  W.  Seabury 

1877.  Slater,  Horatio  N.,  Jr. 

1883.  Slater,  Jolm  W. 

1883.  Slicer,  Thomas  R. 

1882,  Smith,  Charles  H. 

1875.  Smith,  Edwin  A. 
1809.  Southwick.  Isaac  H. 
1874.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 
1870.  Spencer,  Joel  M. 

1880.  Spicer,  William  A. 

1881.  Spooner,  Henry  J. 

1877.  Stanhope,  Frederick  A. 
1809.  Staples,  William. 

1878.  Starkweather,  Joseph  L^. 
1808.  Steere,  Henry  J. 

1879.  Stiness,  John  H. 

1880.  Stockwell,  Timmas  B. 

1881.  Stone,  Alfred 
1848.  Stone,  Edwin  M.* 
1883.  Stone,  Waterman. 
1850.  Taft,  Royal  C 
1883.  Talbot,  Frederick. 

1874.  Taylor,  Charles  F. 

1877.  Thayer,  Thatcher 
1881.     Thomas,  Charles  L. 

1873.  Thurston,  Benjaman  F. 
1881.  Tilley,  R.  Hannnett 

1878.  Tillinghast,  James 

1875.  Trip]>e,  Samuel  G. 

1874.  Turner,  Henry  E. 
1883.  Vernon,  Joseph  Peace. 
1883.  Vernon,  Thomas. 
1881.  Vose,  James  G. 
1874.  Wales,  Sanuiel  H. 
1861.  AVaterman.  Rufus 
1878.  Watson,  Arthur  II. 


♦Deceased. 
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ELECTED. 

1868.     Weedon,  William  B. 
1868.     Westcott,  Aniasa  S. 
1881.     White,  Zebulon.  L. 
*  Deceased. 


ELECTED. 

1874.  Whitford,  George  W. 

1881.  Williams,  Zephaniah 

1877.  Wilson,  George  F.'* 

1876.  Woods,  Marshall 


LIFE    MEMBEIIS. 


1872.  George  T.  Paine, 

1872.  Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

1872.  William  Greene,* 

1872.  Rowland  G.  Hazard, 

1872.  Holder  Borden  Bo^s  en, 

1872.  Amasa  M,  Eaton, 
187o.  James  Y.  Smith,* 

1873.  Jarvis  B.  Swan, 

1874.  Benjamin,  G.  Babodie," 

1875.  Albert  G.  Angell,* 

1876.  William  Ely, 

1877.  Hezekiah  Conant, 
1879.  Samuel  G.  Arnold,* 
1879.  Amos  D.  Lockwood,* 

1879.  Royal  Woodward,* 

1880.  Charles  Gorton, 
1880.  John  P.  Walker, 
1880.  Alexander  Duncan. 

.1883.  John  P.  Mumford, 

1883.  Thomas  P.  I.  Goddard, 
*  Deceased. 
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Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 
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Providence. 

England. 

Providence. 

Providence. 
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1883.  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb, 

1883.  Justin  Wilson, 

1883.  Col.  J.  Thomas  Scharf, 
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New  York. 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Baltimore. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

IIHODE   ISLAND   IIISTOEICAL   SOCIETY, 
1884-85. 


A  meeting  of  the  Society  was  lield  January  22,  1884,  at 
whicli  Mr.  William  E.  Foster  read  a  paper  on  the  '^KJjode 
Island  Town  Governments  of  tlie  17tli  Century."  It  was  an 
historical  paper  of  great  value,  exhibiting  tlie  results  of  original 
research. 

At  a  meeting  held  February  5,  Professor  John  L.  Lincoln. 
LL.  D.,  read  a  pa])er  on  the  *^Em})eror  Marcus  Aurelius.*' 
The  reading  of  the  paper  was  followed  by  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion of  tlie  subject  by  Thomas  Vernon,  Es(].,  I\cv.  Dr.  J. 
(t.  Vose,  and  President  Gammell. 

At  the  next  meeting,  which  was  held  February  19,  John 
Krastns  Lester,  Esq.,  addressed  the  Society  on  tlie  subject  of 
**Christian  Hill,"  giving  a  vivid  picture  of  that  part  of  Provi- 
dence in  the  earlier  years  of  its  settlement,  and  illustrating  his 
subject  by  })ertinent  historical  facts. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  March  1,  when  Mr.  William  S. 
Liscomb  read  a  scholarly  and  valuable  paj)er  on  the  '."Destruction 
of  works  of  ancient  .Vrt." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  ^larch  18,  Kev.  AVilliam 
Elliott  Griffis,  of  Schenectady,  X.A  . ,  read  a  paper  on  *'Com- 
modore  Calbraith  Perry."  A  vote  of  thanks  to  ^iv,  Griffis 
was  i)assed  by  the  Society  for  his  interesting  sketch  of  the  Life 
and  services  of  one  of  the  illustrious  sons  of  Khode  Island. 
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A  quarterly  meeting  wjts  held  April  1,  the  President  in  tlio 
chair.  The  Hon.  Latimer  W.  Ballon,  of  Wooneocket,  and 
William  Dehon  King,  Esq.,  of  Newport,  were  elected  resident 
members.  Dr.  Parsons  reported  in  behalf  of  the  Library 
Committee  that  by  exchange  of  duplicates  acquired  at  the  Cooke 
sale  many  valuable  works  had  been  added  to  the  Library.  Pro- 
fessor Lincoln,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  called 
attention  to  the  fact,  that  some  of  the  Society's  papers  were  now 
ready  to  be  published,  and  to  constitute  together  tlie  Seventh 
Volume  of  the  Society's  Collections.  After  remarks  by  Judge 
Stiness  and  others  upon  the  importance  of  proceeding  to  the 
publication  of  this  volume,  a  subscription  paper  Avas  drawn  up, 
and  about  one  half  of  the  sum  requisite  for  the  printing  was 
subscribed  by  members  present.  The  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  occupied  by  Dr.  Parsons  with  remarks  upon  epitaplis, 
elegies  and  other  literature  belonging  to  the  first  century  of 
New  England  history. 

At  a  meeting  held  April  15,  1885,  Mr.  William  A.  jNIowry 
read  a  paper  entitled  **The  Supreme  moment  in  the  History 
of  North  America," — the  object  of  which  was  to  illustrate  tlie 
decisive  historical  influence,  upon  civilization  on  this  continent, 
of  the  Battle  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham  in  Quebec,  in  1763.  It 
was  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  paper. 

The  second  quarterly  meeting  of  the  year  was  lield  July  1, 
at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Two  communications  were  laid 
before  the  Society  by  -the  Secretary,  touching  a  valuable  collec- 
tion of  literature  pertaining  to  the  late  Civil  AYar ;  these  com- 
munication were,  by  vote,  referred  to  the  Library  Committee, 
with  authority  to  act  in  the  matter  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 
Two  recent  gifts  to  the  Society,  were  re})orted  by  the  Secretary. 
The  first  was  Hadden's  Journal  and  Orderly  Books,  1776-1778, 
presented  by  Gen.  Horatio  Rogers.  The  second  was  tlie  Deed 
of  the  Pawtuxet  Lands,  a  document  presented  by  William  V. 
Daboll,  Esq.  This  deed  bears  date  of  April  25,  1683,  and  is 
signed  by  William  Carpenter  of  Pawtuxet,  and  is  witnessed  by 
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John  Sheldon,  William  Kandall,  and  Timotliy  Sheldon.  The 
deed  and  accompanying  plat  belonged  to  the  Eleanor  Field  es- 
tate, and  as  they  were  not  claimed  by  the  heirs  at  law,  have 
been  placed  for  safe  keeping  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  Historical 
Society  by  Mr.  Daboll  as  the  administrator  of  this  estate. 

Messrs.  Elisha  S.  Aldrich,  Nicholas  Sheldon,  and  Stillman 
White,  of  Providence,  and  Mr.  Ira  B.  Peck,  of  Woonsocket, 
were  elected  resident  members  of  the  Society,  and  ]\Ir.  Abner 
C.  Goodell,  Jr.,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  was  elected  corresponding 
member. 

Mr.  jNIoses  B.  I.  Goddard  read  a  paper  giving  a  sketch  of  the 
construction  and  career  of  the  ship  *'Ann  and  Hope,"  which 
belonged  to  the  well-known  mercantile  house  of  Brown  and 
Ives.  It  was  a  very  interesting  historical  paper,  narrating  the 
fortunes  of  this  ship  from  its  building  in  Providence,  1795,  to 
the  time  of  its  wreck  and  loss  of  cargo  at  Block  Island  in  180G. 
It  contained  much  instructive  information  touching  the  com- 
merce of  Providence  of  a  hundred  years  ago. 

The  third  quarterly  meeting  was  held  October  7.  The 
Secretary  laid  before  the  Society  a  communication  from  the 
Buffalo  Historical  Society  inviting  the  Phode  Island  Historical 
Society  to  participate  in  services  to  be  held  in  Buffalo  in  lionor 
of  Red  Jacket  and  other  distinguished  Indian  Chiefs.  The 
invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
acknowledge  the  courtesy  extended  to  this  Society,  and  to  send  to 
the  Buffalo  Historical  Society  a  copy  of  the  Canonicus  ^Memorial 
in  testiuiony  of  the  fact  that  the  memory  of  worthy  aboriginal 
chiefs  is  cherished  also  in  Rhode  Island. 

A  letter  was  read  by  tlie  Secretary  from  the  Hon.  Charles 
IL  Denison,  a  corresponding  member  of  this  Society,  lu'ging 
the  importance  of  taking  steps  to  secure  the  preservation  of  the 
early  town  records  of  the  State  by  liaving  copies  of  them  made 
and  deposited  in  the  State  Library,  and  in  the  archives  of  this 
Society.  The  letter  elicited  a  cordial  response  in  remarks  of 
the  President,  and  from  Hon.  John  H.  Stiucss,  and  ^Ir.  elohn  A. 
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Howland ;  and  it  was  by  vote  referred  to  tlie  Secretary,  a\  itli 
instructions  to  call  the  attention  of  His  Excellency  tlie  Governor 
to  the  object  set  forth  in  it,  and  to  ask  his  co-operation  in  it- 
accomplishment. 

The  Secretary  presented  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Abncr  C. 
Goodell,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  accepting  his  appointment  as  coi-rc>- 
ponding  member  of  the  Society,  and  expressing  a  cordial 
interest  in  its  objects. 

Mr.  John  xV..  Howland  was  appointed  a  Connnittec  to  make 
a  critical  examination  of  the  Cai*jienter  Deed  and  Map  of  l().So 
of  the  Pawtuxet  Lands,  and  to  report  to  the  Society  tlie  resuks 
of  his  examination. 

The  Librarian  annoimced  accessions  to  the  library  since  the 
last  quarterly  meeting,  as  follows  :  95  bound  volumes,  788 
pamphlets,  and  some  historical  memorials,  not  easy  of  classifi- 
cation. He  also  announced  gifts  received  from  ]\lessrs.  Henry 
J.  Steere,  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  Albert  Holbrook,  George  C. 
Mason,  William  F.  Channing,  Lewis  H.  Meader  ;  also  fifteen 
numbers  of  the  Art  Folio  from  the  publishers,  ^Messrs.  J.  A.  Oc 
R.  A.  lieid,  of  this  city.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  these 
gentlemen  for  their  gifts. 

The  Committee  on  Lectures  gave  notice  that  Professor 
Franklin  B.  Dexter  of  Yale  College,  would  read  a  paper,  on 
the  18th  of  November,  on  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles  and  liis  Diary. 

The  Conunittee  on  the  nomination  of  members  recommended 
for  membership  the  following  persons,  and  they  were  elected  : 
Resident  Members,  Alfred  i\L  Williams,  William  A.  Walton, 
and  John  A.  Carter,  of  Providence  ;  eToshua  Wilbour,  of  Paw- 
tucket,  and  Jonathan  Russell  Bullock,  of  Bristol ;  and  Corres- 
ponding ^lember,  Col.  Adolphus  Skinner  Hubbard,  of  San 
Francisco. 

The  President  announced  that  ^Ir.  Henry  T.  Drowne,  a 
corresponding  member,  had  attended,  as  a  delegate  of  t\u^ 
Society,  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-st(me  of  the  Bar- 
tholdi    Statue    of    Liberty,    in    Xew    York,   and  liad  fittingly 
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represented  the  Society  oirtlmt  occasion.  Dr.  C.  AV.  Parsons 
read  a  most  interesting  and  vjduable  paper  as  his  report  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Society  to  a  meeting  held  on  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  ''American  Historical 
Association."  (This  paper  will  be  found  on  a  later  page  in  this 
volume.)  ]\lr.  William  B.  Weeden,  who  was  elected  at  the 
above-mentioned  meeting  an  officer  of  the  Historical  Associa- 
tion, which  was  then  formed,  followed  Dr.  Parsons  with  his 
views  of  the  importance  of  the  aims  and  purposes  of  that 
Association,  and  the  service  it  would  undoubtedly  render  in 
promoting  the  progress  of  historical  pursuits. 

Mention  was  made  by  the  President  of  the  monument  erected 
on  Fort  Hill,  Oxford,  Mass.,  to  the  memory  of  the  Huguenot 
settlers  of  that  town,  and  of  the  ftict  that  Dr.  Parsons  repre- 
sented this  Society  by  his  presence  on  that  occasion. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  through  the  Chair- 
man, Prof.  Lincoln,  that  all  the  manuscript  for  Volume  ^^11.  of 
the  Society's  Collections  was  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Society  read  a  brief  paj^er  on  New 
England  Almanacs,  after  which  the  Society  adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  held  November  18,  Professor  Franklin  B. 
Dexter,  of  Yale  College,  read  a  paper  on  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles  and 
his  Diary.  Eemarks  were  made  on  the  many  subjects  of  inter- 
est pertaining  to  Rhode  Island  history,  which  were  discussed 
by  Professor  Dexter  in  this  paper,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Yose,  Professor 
Lincoln,  Governor  Ploppin,  and  President  Gammell ;  a  unani- 
mous vote  of  thanks  to  Professor  Dexter  was  passed  by  the 
Society  for  his  instructive  and  scholarly  paper. 

At  a  meeting  held  December  2,  Professor  William  ^lathcws, 
of  Boston,  read  a  paper  on  William  Wirt,  in  which  he  portrayed 
the  life  and  career  of  this  distinguished  lawyer  and  statesman. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  Prof.  Mathews,  moved  by  Prof.  Harkness, 
and  seconded  by  Dr.  Parsons,  was  unanimously  passed  by  the 
Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  December  lb,  at  which  Hon.  John  H. 
Stiness  and    CJeneral   Horatio   Rogers   read    papers,    and   Kev. 
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Frederic  Denison,  a  poem,  on  the  Return  of  Roger  William^ 
with  the  First  Charter  of  Rhode  Island.  The  various  historical 
bearings  of  this  theme  were  amply  and  instructively  discussed 
in  these  addresses,  and  the  Society  passed  a  unanimous  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  speakers. 

At  a  meeting  held  December  30,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Fisher  read 
a  paper  on  Numismatics,  setting  forth  and  illustrating  the  value 
of  Numismatics  as  a  source  of  historical  knowledge.  !Mr. 
Charles  Gorton  also  read  a  paper  on  the  early  colonial  coins  and 
coinage,  after  which  Mr.  Francis  W.  Furman  exhibited  an 
extensive  collection  of  coins,  belonging  to  different  periods  and 
countries.  It  was  a  meeting  numerously  attended,  and  the 
Society  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  these  gentlemen  for  the 
instruction  and  entertainment  which  they  had  afforded. 

The  sixty-third  annual  meeting  was  held  January  13,  1885, 
the  President,  Professor  William  Gammell  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  read  three  letters  :  the  first  from  Mr.  Adol2)hus 
Skinner  Hubbard,  of  San  Francisco,  acknowledging  and  accept- 
ing his  election  as  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Society ;  the 
second  from  Prof.  Herbert  B.  Adams,  of  the  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  Baltimore,  which  urged  the  importance  of  the 
preservation  of  town  records  and  presented  the  writer's  views 
on  the  best  methods  of  accomplishing  this  object ;  the  third 
from  His  Excellency  Gov.  Bourn,  suggesting  that  the  Society 
take  the  recpiisite  steps  towards  having  a  bill  presented,  and 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  to  provide  for 
the  preservation  of  the  several  town  records. 

The  treasurer,  i\Ir.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  presented  his  an- 
nual Report,  giving  the  following  items:  Receipts,  $844.77; 
Expenses,  $7 GO. 40;  Cash  on  hand,  $75.37  ;  Life  Membership 
Fund,  $1091.90;  Publication  Fund,  $370.00. 

The  President  then  read  his  Annual  Address,  in  which  he 
discussed  the  chief  events  belonging  to  the  history  of  the  Society 
during  the  year,  and  then  conunendcd  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Societv  several  themes  of  jrreat  historic  interest  and  value. 
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On  recommendation  of  Mr.  A.  Y.  Jencks,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  JSfominations,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected : 

As  Life  Members,  George  Peabody  AYetmore,  and  John 
Nicholas  Brown,  Ne^^^jort.  As  Resident  ]\ [embers,  William  G. 
Weld,  Le  Roy  King,  and  George  Gordon  King,  NeA\^ort ; 
John  C.  AYyman,  Yalley  Falls  ;  and  Elisha  Benjamin  Andrews, 
Gorham  P.  Ponn'oy,  Oliver  Johnson,  Estiis  Lamb,  Charles  H. 
George,  Julius  F.  Hartwell,  Henry  A.  Hoiton,  James  Pierce 
Root,  Richard  B.  Winsor,  O.  Edward  Fitzgerald,  Fred  A. 
Arnold,  Isaac  H.  Southwick,  Jr.,  and  George  L.  Collins,  Jr., 
of  Providence ;  as  Corresponding  Members,  Prof.  Franklin  B. 
Dexter,  of  Yale  College,  New  Haven  ;  Peter  B.  Olney,  New 
York ;  Richard  Olney,  AYilliam  A.  Mowry,  and  Albert  A. 
Folsom,  of  Boston. 

]Mr.  Perry  reported  on  behalf  of  the  Connnittee  on  Lectures, 
that  Professor  Albert  Harkness  would  read  a  paper  on  the  27th 
of  January,  on  Athens  in  the  Age  of  Pericles,  and  that  i\Irs. 
]\Iartha  J.  Lamb,  of  New  York,  would  read  a  paper  on  the  10th 
of  February  ;  also  that  it  is  proposed  to  observe  in  October  next, 
the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict 
of  Nantes,  by  papers  to  be  read  to  the  Society,  which  will 
discuss  the  historical  bearings  of  that  event. 

]\Ir.  Isaac  H.  Soutliwick  reported,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Building  and  Grounds,  an  expenditure  of  $64.85. 

Dr.  Parsons  presented  a  very  interesting  Report  on  behalf  of 
the  Library  Committee,  showing  an  expenditure  of  $98.05,  and 
an  addition  to  tlie  Library,  by  gift  and  by  purchase,  of  488 
bound  volumes,  2,777  pamphlets,  and  2dQ  miscellaneous 
articles  ;    the  total  number  of  accessions  3,510. 

Prof,  Lincoln  reported,  on  behalf  of  the  Connnittee  on  Pub- 
lications, that  the  Proceedings  of  1883-84  were  published 
early  in  tlie  year  just  ended,  that  Yolume  YII.  of  the  Society's 
Collections  was  now  nearly  ready  for  delivery,  and  that 
material  for  Yolume  YIII.  was  now  in  an  advanced  state  of 
preparation  for  the  press. 
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Dr.    Henry    E.    Turner,    Chairman    of  tlie    Committee    on  i 

Genealogical  Researches,  made  a  Keport,  from  which  it  appeared  | 

that  there  is  miusual  activity  in  genealogical  pursuits,   and  tliat  1 

a  Rhode  Island  Genealogical  Dictionary  was  in  course  of  prep- 
aration by  a  member  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  John  A.  Howland  presented  a  very  carefully-prepared 
Report  on  the  Deed  and  -iMap  of  tlie  Pawtuxet  lands,  of  the 
year  1683. 

The  Reports  of  the  Procurators  were  received  and  placed*  on 
file,  as  follows  :  of  George  C.  Mason,  of  Newport ;  of  Erastns 
Richardson,  of  Woonsocket ;  of  Dr.  Charles  H.  Fisher,  of 
Scituate ;   and  of  Rev.  E.  11.  Porter,  of  Pawtucket. 

The  Libraiy  Committee  was,  by  vote,  instructed  to  examine, 
and  re2)ort  upon,  the  subject  of  the  Society's  right  of  ownerslii]) 
and  disposal  of  the  duplicate  copies  of  tlic  Rhode  Island  Laws 
now  in  its  possession,  and  what  action,  if  any,  should  be  taken 
in  regard  to  the  same. 

Messrs.  Horatio  Rogers,  C.  H.  Parkhurst,  and  B.  B.  Ham- 
mond were  appointed  a  Committee  to  act  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Governor  to  draft  and  present  to  the  General 
Assembly  a  bill  to  secure  the  preservation  and  usefulness  of  the 
town  records  of  Rliode  Island. 

Mr.  John  P.  AA  alker  was  appointed  a  Committee  to  solicit 
names,  by  which  the  Publication  Fund  could  be  raised  to  .^1)00. 

The  President's  Address  and  the  Reports  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees were  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee. 

It  was  voted,  that  a  tax  of  $3.00  {IVtree  Dollars)  be 
assessed  upon  eacli  Resident  ]\Iembcr  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  current  year. 

It  was  also  voted  that  the  Committee  on  Publications  be 
instructed  to  })rint  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Proceedings  for 
the  year  1884-85,  including  in  the  same  the  PiTsident's  Address, 
the  Reports  of  the  Standing  Committees  and  the  Procurators, 
and  also,  at  their  discretion,  any  pa[)ers  which  have  been  laid 
before  the  Society,  provided  the  whole  expense  of  the  publica- 
tion does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventv-five  dollars. 
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ADDRESS   OF  THE   PRESIDENT, 


Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Society : — 

We  assemble  agnin  in  anuiial  meeting  to  review  the  year 
which  is  closing  and  to  prepare  for  the  year  whicli  is  opening 
before  us.  The  transition  from  the  one  to  the -other  forms  almost 
tlie  only  epoch  in  our  uneventful  annals  as  a  Society.  The  work 
which  we  do  is  so  quiet  and  unobtrusive  that  there  is  nothing  to 
mark  its  progress  or  to  make  known  its  character  save  the  record 
which  we  make  of  them  at  the  close  of  every  year.  The  long 
past,  of  which  we  seek  to  collect  the  memorials,  is  constantly 
lengthening,  and  each  successive  generation  finds  itself  already 
beginning  to  be  liistoric  before  it  passes  from  the  scene  of  its  ac- 
tivity. Indeed,  it  would  be  well  if  this  were  more  so  than  it 
is,  and  if  each  generation  Avere  more  disposed  to  prepare  for 
those  that  come  after  it  a  record  of  its  achievements  and  disas- 
ters, its  virtues  and  its  crimes,  and  of  all  that  mav  o'ive  character 
to  the  period  to  which  it  belongs. 

Our  sj)ecial  work  is,  first  of  all,  to  awaken  and  diffuse  an  in- 
terest in  our  own  history  as  a  State,  and  to  collect  and  preserve 
the  materials  of  wliicli  this  history  must  be  composed.  To  do 
this  is  in  accordance  with  a  natural  dictate  of  ancestral  reverence 
and  patriotic  attachment,  and  it  is  always  a  characteristic  of  an 
cnliglitcned  people.  This  work,  I  am  ha})py  to  say,  lias  been 
})rosecuted  during  the  year  now  ch>sing  witli  a  very  good  degree 
of  success.  The  public  interest  in  it  is  constantly  increasing, 
as  is  seen,  not  only  in  the  multiplying  additions  wliich  are  made 
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to  our  collections,  but   also  in  the   diversified   uses   wliich  arc  j 

made  of  these  collections  for  historical  and  public  purposes.    Tlie  \ 

annual  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  which  Avas  pre-  j 

sented  at  our  last  annual  meeting,  made  mention  of  the  \ery  val-  1 

uable  collection  of  volumes  received  through  the  bequest  of  our 
late  associate,  Mr.  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  We  have  this  year  received 
no  such  accession  as  this  to  our  archives,  but  tlie  report  of  that 
Committee  will  indicate  that  in  all  other  respects  we  have  not 
fallen  behind  the  year  preceding.  The  bound  volumes  which 
have  been  sent  to  the  Cabinet  are  483  in  number,  tlie  unbound 
pamphlets  are  2,777,  and  other  articles,  including  manuscripts 
not  classified,  are  252,  making  the  whole  number  of  articles  of 
historical  character  and  interest  added  to  our  collection  during 
the  year,  3,516. 

The  work  of  cataloguing  the  articles  of  all  kinds  contained  in 
the  Cabinet,  which  was  begun  a  few  years  ago,  has  also  been 
carried  forward  by  the  librarian  and  his  assistant,  so  that  now 
comparatively  little  of  this  work  remains  to  be  done,  save  what 
belongs  to  the  preparation  of  shelf-lists  for  reference.  The  uses 
also  which  are  made  of  the  books  of  reference,  the  manuscripts 
and  other  sources  of  information  which  belonc:  to  the  Societv, 
are  constantly  increasing  for  the  purposes  of  historical  and 
genealogical  inquiry,  for  ascertaining  names  and  localities,  and 
also  for  verifying  titles  to  real  estate,  and,  indeed,  for  almost 
every  purpose  which  curiosity  as  to  the  past  can  suggest.  In 
all  these  respects  the  Society  is  every  year  rendering  a  service  to 
the  community  which,  I  hope,  in  an  honorable  degree  justifies 
the  confidence  and  liberality  which  have  been  bestowed  upon  it. 

At  our  quarterly  meetings,  in  addition  to  the  transaction  of 
business,  there  have  been  brought  together  the  results  of  such 
special  studies  as  have  been  prosecuted  by  any  of  our  members. 
These  have  often  related  to  prominent  events  or  characters  in  our 
local  history,  or  to  features  in  the  social,  connnercial  or  political 
life  of  the  people  of  the  State,  for  there  is  nothing  pertaining  to 
the  history  of  Ehode  Island,  or  to  any  of  its  interests,  or  to  its 
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representative  men  or  women  tliat  we  regard  as  inappropriate  to 
these  meetings.  Some  of  these  meetings  also  have  been  marked 
by  nnnsual  interest  derived  from  the  reports  of  special  commit- 
tees, who  have  had  snbjects  in  charge  for  investigation  or  inquiiy , 
or  from  the  contributions  of  individual  members  who  have  visited 
historical  spots  or  attended  historical  celebrations  in  other  States. 
In  addition  to  these,  ten  jmblic  meetings  according  to  our 
custom  have  been  held  during  the  winter  months  of  the  year,  at 
which  carefully  prepared  papers  have  been  read,  designed  to 
promote  an  increasing  interest  in  the  pursuits  in  which  ^vc  are 
engaged.  These  public  meetings,  which,  as  is  well  known,  have 
now  been  maintained  for  several  years,  have  been  largely  at- 
tended and  have  been  productive  of  very  gratifying  results. 
The  folloAviug  is  a  list  of  the  subjects  of  the  papers  which  have 
been  presented,  and   also   of   the   names   of  their  authors  : 

I.  Town  Governments  in  Rhode  Island  in  the  Seventeenth 
Century,  by  Mr.  AYilliam  E.  Foster. 

II.  The  Emperor  Marcus  Aurelius,  by  Professor  John  L. 
Lincoln. 

III.  Christian  Hill,  its  Physical  Conformation,  its  Settle- 
ment and  Growth,  by  ]Mr.  J.  Erastus  Lester. 

TV.  The  Destruction  of  Ancient  Works  of  Art,  by  Mr. 
William  S.  Liscomb. 

V.  Commodore  Matthew  C.  Peny  and  the  Opening  of 
Japan,  by  the  Rev.  ^Vm.  Elliott  Griffis,  of  Schenectady,  X.  Y. 

VI.  Quaint  Epitaphs  and  Elegiac  Literature  in  Xew  Eng- 
land, at  a  quarterly  meeting,  by  Dr.  Charles  AV.  Parsons. 

YII.  The  Supreme  Moment  in  the  History  of  Xorth  America, 
by  Mr.  William  A.  iMowry. 

VIII.  The  Voyages  and  Wreck  of  the  First  Ship  Ann  and 
Hope,  of  Providence,  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  by  Mr.  Moses  B. 
I.  Goddard. 

IX.  Reports  on  the  Formation  of  the  American  Historical 
Association,  at  a  quarterly  meeting,  byl^r.  Charles  W.  Parsoiis 
and  ]\Ir.  AVilllam  B.  A^"eeden,  and  on  Early  New  England  Al- 
manacs, by  Mr.  Amos  Perry. 


X.     Dr.  Ezra.  Stiles  and  his  Diary,  by  Professor  Franklin  B. 
Dexter,  of  Yale  College. 


Matthews,  of  Boston. 

XII.  The  Eeception  in  1 644  of  the  First  Charter  of  Bhocle 
Island,  by  the  Hon.  John  H.  Stiness,  Gen.  Horatio  Eogers  and 
the  Key.  Frederic  Denison.  ^ 

XIII.  Numismatics  and  American  Coins,  by  Dr.  Charles  H. 
Fisher  and  ]\Ir.  Charles  Gorton.  A  very  costly  collection  of 
coins  was  also  submitted  for  inspection. 

The  Society  has  by  invitation  been  represented  on  several 
occasions  of  historical  interest  in  other  States.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  that  of  laying  in  the  harbor  of  New  York 
the  corner-stone  of  the  pedestal  of  the  Statue  of  ' 'Liberty  En- 
lightening tlie  AYorld,"  to  be  presented  to  the  peo[)le  of  the 
United  States  by  the  people  of  France.  On  this  occasion,  which 
occurred  on  August  5,  Mr.  Henry  T.  DroAvne,  was  requested 
to  express  our  interest  in  an  undertaking  so  magnificent  and  so 
generous  as  is  now  proposed  by  the  ancient  allies  of  the  United 
States  in  the  struggle  for  independence.  On  September  9,  a 
convention  was  held  at  Saratoga  Springs,  X.  Y.,  of  representa- 
tives of  Historical  Societies'  and  of  other  persons  interested  in 
American  history  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  expediency 
of  forming  an  American  Historical  Association  whose  object 
should  be  to  promote  the  study  of  our  national  history  alike  in 
schools  and  colleges  and  among  the  people  of  the  country.  The 
meeting  was  convened  under  the  auspices  of  the  Social  Science 
Association,  and  was  largely  attended  by  gentlemen  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States,  who  are  eminently  qualified  to 
discuss  the  interesting  questions  which  were  brought  to  their 
attention.  The  deliberations  of  the  convention  resulted  in  the 
formation  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  to  be  com- 
posed of  such  persons  as  may  be  chosen  members  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  to  have  for  its  object  not  the  collection  of  his- 
torical materials,  but  the  awakening  among  the  American  people 
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XL     The  Career  of  AYilliam  Wirt,  by  Professor   Williaiii  i 
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of  a  wider  aod  more  intelligent  interest  in  their  own  liistory. 
Of  this  new  association  the  Hon.  Andrew  D.  AVliite,  of  Cornell 
University,  was  made  the  President,  and  we  cannot  doubt  tliat 
he  will  infuse  into  it  the  Avell-dirccted  energy  and  zeal  which 
characterize  all  his  efforts  as  a  scholar  and  an  educator.  Our 
Society  was  most  worthily  represented  in  this  convention  by  its 
Vice-President,  Dr.  Parsons,  and  by  ]Mr,  Wm.  B.  AVeeden,  both 
of  whom  took  an  active  and  creditable  part  in  the  proceedings. 

Another  occasion  of  even  greater  immediate  interest,  because 
of  its  connection  with  Ehode  Island  History,  was  the  unveiling 
of  the  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  Huguenot  set- 
tlers in  the  town  of  Oxford,  Mass.  It  took  place  on  the  second 
day  of  October,  and  was  attended  by  several  of  our  members, 
two  of  whom  bore  a  part  in  the  exercises.  The  leader  of  these 
settlers  was  Gabriel  Bernon,  who,  in  1G86,  having  left  France 
on  account  of  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Xantes,  secured 
from  a  company  of  proprietors  in  London  a  tract  of  land  in 
the  town  of  Oxford,  Mass.,  to  which  he  engaged  to  conduct 
thirty  families  of  his  persecuted  countrymen.  Early  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  arrived  with  them  in  Boston,  and  speedily  settled 
them  in  their  frontier  home.  He  soon  was  obliged  to  build  a 
fort  for  their  protection  from  the  Indians  who  constantly  threat- 
ened the  infant  settlement.  In  a  short  time  the  depredations  and 
murders  to  which  they  were  constantly  exposed,  had  greatly  re- 
duced then-  numbers,  and  in  1694,  after  eight  years  of  peril  and 
suffering,  they  abandoned  their  settlement  and  found  homes  in 
other  parts  of  New  England  and  in  Xew  York.  Many  of  them 
came  to  Rhode  Island,  where  a  Huguenot  settlement  had  for 
some  time  existed  in  the  Narragansett  country.  Among  these 
was  their  distinguished  leader  Gabriel  Bernon,  who,  Ikxa  ing  re- 
sided in  Boston  while  the  colony  existed,  spent  at  Newport,  at 
Narragansett  and  at  Providence  the  remaining  years  of  his  long 
and  honorable  life. 

The  memory  of  these  orii^inal  Huouenots  and  the  storv  of 
their  cruel  desolation  have  lon<r  lent  a  romantic  interest  to  the 
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town  of  Oxford,  and  especially  to  the  ruins  of  its  ancient  fort — 
a  perpetual  memento  of  the  foreign  strangers  Avho  had  built  it. 
A  Huguenot  Memorial  Society  had  for  some  time  existed  in  tlic 
town,  and  in  1881  it  invited  our  late  President,  Mr.  Allen,  to 
make  an  address  at  its  annual  meeting.  The  address  was  full 
of  the  enthusiasm  Avith  which  its  author  was  accustomed  to  speak 
of  the  Huguenots  who  came  to  New  England,  and  especially  of 
his  ancestor,  Gabriel  Bernon.  The  result  was  that  the  Society 
was  roused  to  new  and  broader  enterprises.  It  became  a  char- 
tered corporation,  it  secured  possession  of  the  ancient  fort  and 
ot  eight  acres  of  surrounding  land,  and  through  the  contributions 
of  descendants  of  Gabriel  Bernon  and  of  Andrew  Si^'ourncv,  a 
chaste  and  appropriate  granite  monument  has  been  erected  to 
the  memory  of  the  Huguenots  who  first  settled  in  Oxford.  This 
most  creditable  result  is  very  largely  to  be  ascribed  to  the  energy 
and  perseverance  of  Mr.  Allen,  who  was  not  only  the  first 
mover  in  the  enterprise,  but,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  the  most 
active  and  liberal  promoter  of  its  completion.* 

Such  Avere  the  origin  and  character  of  the  occasion  to  which  I 
have  made  reference.  The  exercises  consisted  of  an  address  by 
Peter  Butler,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  now  the  President  of  the  Hugue- 
not ]\Iemorial  Society ;  the  reading  of  a  report  by  ]\Ir.  William 
D.  Ely,  on  the  original  plan  and  construction  of  the  fort  as 
ascertained  by  recent  and  thorough  explorations  ;  addresses  by 
several  gentlemen,  among  whom  was  Dr.  Charles  AY.  Parsons, 
whose  grandfather,  the  Eev.  Abiel  Holmes,  wrote  the  History 
of  the  French  Protestant  settlers  at  Oxford,  or,  as  they  have 
been  styled  by  his  son.  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  "  that  sec- 
ond colony  of  Pilgrim  Fathers."  The  Society  was  also  repre- 
sented by  ]Mr.  Amos  Perry,  the  Secretary,  and  by  Mr.  Isaac  j 
Southwick.  1 

At  one  of  oiu-  recent  public  meetings,  papers  were  read,  as  j 

has  been  mentioned,  on  '^The  Arrival  at  Providence  of  Roger 
Williams,  with  the  First   Charter   of    1641."     The  subject   of 

♦See  note  at  end  of  the  Address. 
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tlicse  interesting  papers  was  suggested  by  the  pictorial  represen- 
tation which  has  lately  been  placed  })y  the  State  authorities  on 
tlic  walls  of  the  Court  House  in  Providence,  of  the  puldic  re- 
ception which  was  accorded  to  the  founder  of  the  State  on  that 
memorable  day  in  its  early  history.  He  had  gone  to  England 
in  the  Summer  of  1643,  at  the  request  of  the  several  settlements 
then  established  on  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay,  to  secure 
from  the  government  some  instrument  of  formal  recognition  of 
their  right  to  exist  as  a  separate  colony.  Having  been  refused 
In^  the  Massachusetts  authorities  the  privilege  of  embarking  at 
Boston,  he  was  compelled  to  take  passage  at  the  Dutch  port  of 
XcAv  York,  and  after  accomplishing  the  work  assigned  to  him, 
amidst  difficulties  and  delays  which  no  one  but  himself  could 
have  overcome,  he  had  returned  by  the  way  of  Boston  under 
the  protection  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Governor  by  certain 
influential  members  of  Parliament.  Pie  travelled  to  Providence 
across  the  territory  through  which  he  had  wandered  eight  years 
before,  after  his  banishment  from  Salem,  "in  a  bitter  winter 
season,  not  knowing  what  bread  or  bed  did  mean."  On  coming 
to  the  banks  of  the  Seekonk  river,  he  was  met  by  the  people  of 
Providence,  who,  "in  fourteen  canoes,"  had  come  forth  to  greet 
him  and  bring  him  home  in  triumph  and  in  joy.  We  can  readily 
imagine  the  appearance  of  this  unique  triumphal  procession  thus 
marshalled  in  honor  of  a  great  public  benefactor,  as,  on  that 
September  day  the*boats,  rowed  by  citizens  of  Providence,  made 
their  way  over  the  waters  of  the  Seekonk,  around  the  tall  head- 
lands which  then  jutted  out  towards  the  bay,  and  up  the  harbor 
from  Fox  Point  to  the  landing  nearest  to  ]\Ir.  AYilliams'  house. 
We  may  well  believe  it  to  have  been  the  first,  perhaps  the  only, 
holiday  occasion  that  had  ever  come  to  relieve  the  melancholy 
monotony  of  ancient  Providence.  It  certainly  was  the  only 
public  demonstration  of  which  any  intimation  has  come  to  us, 
of  anything  like  })opidar  appreciation  of  the  transcendent  ser- 
vices which  Mr.  Williams  had  even  then  performed  for  the  town. 
Instead  of  honor  he  had  experienced  little  else  than  annoyance, 
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and  instead  of  gratitude  for  what  he  had  done,  he  had  too  often 
been  loaded  Avith  reproaches  and  eomphiints.  But  on  tliis  dav 
all  his  sorrowful  experience  was  forgotten.  He  had  come  back 
to  his  home  greatly  encouraged  by  the  respect,  the  sympatliy 
and  the  kind  offices  he  had  received  in  England  from  some  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  time  ;  he  liad  landed  in  ^Massachusetts 
in  spite  of  her  sentence  of  banishment ;  he  was  bearing  witli 
him  a  colonial  charter  for  tlie  settlements  in  Narragansett  Bay, 
each  one  of  which  he  had  helped  to  plant. 

Such  is  the  scene  which  has  been  chosen  as  the  subject  of  this 
interesting  historical  picture,  which  has  lately  been  placed  on 
the  walls  of  one  of  the  foremost  public  Ijuildings  of  the  State. 
Certainly  no  subject  could  have  been  chosen  witli  greater  appro- 
priateness. Let  us  hope  that  it  will  be  but  the  beginning  of  a 
long  series  of  representations  of  similar  conspicuous  events  and 
memorable  transactions.  The  papers  wliicli  were  suggested 
by  this  subject,  possessed  unusual  interest,  and  have  served  to 
call  attention  not  only  to  the  circumstances  attending  tlie  arrival 
of  the  charter  of  1644,  but  also  to  the  character  and  provisions 
of  that  cliarter,  and  still  fiirther  to  the  very  limited  advantages 
Avhich  it  brought  to  the  colony  during  the  nineteen  years  that 
preceded  the  granting  of  the  far  more  effective  cliarter  of  Cliarles 
II.,  in  1663. 

Of  the  papers  read  before  tlie  Society  during  the  year,  that 
of  Mr.  Weeden,  on  Indian  Money  in  New  England,  and  that  of 
Mr.  Foster  on  the  Development  of  Town  Government  in  Khode 
Island,  have  been  published  in  the  Historical  Series  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University ;  that  of  Mr.  Liscomb  on  the  Destruction 
of  Works  of  Ancient  Art,  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly  ^Magazine, 
and  that  of  ]Mr.  Goddard  on  the  Voyages  and  the  AVrcck  of  the 
Ship  Ann  and  Hope  of  Providence,  in  the  Khode  Island  His- 
torical IMagazine. 

In  addition  to  these  I  may  mention  the  following  published 
contributions  which  have  been  mad(^  to  our  local  history,  viz.  : — 

I.     The  Early   Deibnccs  of    Narragansctt   Bay,  by   Major- 
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General  George  W.  Ciillum,  of  the  IJ.  S.  Engineers,  a  resident 
of  Newport  ill  the  Summer,  and  a  corresponding  member  of  this 
Society.  This  sketch  is  the  fullest  which  has  ever  been  made 
of  the  origin  and  history  of  nearly  every  one  of  those  early 
works  of  military  engineering,  whose  ruins  have  attracted  so 
much  attention,  and  also  of  tliosc  which,  at  a  later  period,  have 
been  rebuilt  and  used  by  the  government.  It  is  the  fruit  of 
careful  researcli  and  possesses  much  historical  value. 

II.  Stephen  Hopkins,  a  Ehode  Island  Statesman.  A  Study 
of  the  Political  History  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  By  William 
E.  Foster.  The  work  forms  numbers  eighteen  and  nineteen  in 
Mr.  Eider's  Historical  Tracts.  It  grew  out  of  papers  whicli 
were  originally  read  to  this  Society  by  the  author.  Tlie  volumes, 
however,  as  they  are  now  published,  contain  not  simply  the  life 
of  Governor  Hopkins,  but  an  outline  of  the  history  of  the  State 
during  the  eventful  period  which  they  embrace.  They  are  pre- 
pared with  great  thoroughness  and  care  and  contain  the  results 
of  researches  which  had  not  been  made  before. 

III.  Eeminiscences  of  Newport.  By  George  Champlin  ^la- 
son.     Illustrated.      Published  by  Charles  E.  Hammett.     1884. 

This  attractive  volume  of  more  than  four  hundred  pages  is 
filled  with  sketches  of  Newport  in  its  most  interesting  days, 
and  abounds  in  reminiscences  and  traditions  of  the  earlier  gen- 
erations of  its  people  with  their  occupations  and  modes  of  life, 
and  of  the  features,  both  of  land  and  sea,  which  impart  an  un- 
failing charm  to  that  ancient  capital  and  formerly  chief  city  of 
the  State.  It  is  also  illustrated  by  photographic  sketches  of 
scenery  and  wood-cuts  of  many  of  the  ancient  buildings,  one 
of  them,  the  house  of  Gov.  Henry  Bull,  bearing  the  date  of 
1039,  and  perhaps  the  oldest  house  now  remaining  in  Phode 
Island.  The  volume  is  not  only  a  charming  reproduction  of 
tlie  social  life  of  the  town  in  the  days  of  its  commercial  import- 
ance, but  it  is  also  the  most  interesting  contribution  thus  far 
made  to  its  still  unwritten  history. 

IV.  In  addhion  to   these,  tliough   not  relating  to  our  own 
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history,  I  take  pleasure  in  naming  tlie  jNIilitary  Journal  and  Or- 
derly Books  of  Lieutenant  James  M.  Iladden,  an  officer  in 
General  Burgoyne's  army  in  17 7 G  and  1777.  It  lias  been  edited 
with  singular  thoroughness  by  our  esteemed  associate  General 
Horatio  Rogers,  and  forms  the  twelfth  volume  in  Munsell's  His- 
torical Series.  The  volume  with  its  copious  index  contains  fi\e 
hundred  and  eighty-one  pages.  Of  these,  including  the  Ex- 
planatory Chapter  and  the  abundant  notes,  scarcely  less  than 
one-half  are  the  Avork  of  the  editor.  Every  important  event 
and  nearly  every  name,  not  already  familiar,  mentioned  in  the 
journal,  are  explained  by  his  thorough  and  varied  research. 
Seldom  has  the  journal  of  an  officer  so  subordinate  in  rank 
been  invested  with  so  much  historical  interest  and  importance 
by  the  labors  of  its  editor.  His  design  has  been  to  furnish  an 
illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  British  officers  regarded 
their  side  of  the  question  in  the  war  of  American  Independence. 
As  an  exemplification  of  the  increasing  interest  in  what  per- 
tains to  American  history,  I  have  mentioned  on  a  former  occasion 
the  Prospectus  of  Messrs.  J.  E.  Osgood  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  for 
''The  Critical  and  Narrative  History  of  America,"  in  a  series  of 
eight  quarto  volumes  of  the  style  and  character  of  the  ]Mcmo- 
rial  History  of  Boston.  '  The  undertaking  is  under  the  editorial 
direction  of  Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  Librarian  of  Harvard  College, 
who  is  also  one  of  the  writers.  Two  volumes  are  already  in 
print  and  a  third  is  in  progress  of  printing.  Each  volume  is  to 
contain  a  special  part  of  the  general  subject,  and  is  to  be  com- 
plete in  itself.  The  whole  work,  when  finished,  will  present  all 
that  the  earliest  discoverers  and  voyagers  reported  of  the  New 
World,  the  manner  in  which  every  portion  of  both  North  and 
South  America  was  colonized  and  settled,  and  the  most  impor- 
tant changes  through  which  each  portion  has  i)assed  since  its 
settlement  by  Europeans,  the  fullest  account  to  be  given  of  the 
settlements  of  the  English  race.  A  literary  enterprise  so  com- 
prehensive and  so  difficult  of  execution,  as  this,  which  has  en- 
listed the  services  of  a  large  number  of  accomplished  American 
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^vrite^s,  certainly  affords  proof  that  its  publisliers  have  an  un- 
faltering faith  in  the  increasing  desire  of  the  American  people 
to  be  instructed  in  the  history  of  the  American  continent  as 
well  as  of  their  own  country. 

Very  great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  style  and  char- 
acter of  works  on  American  history.  They  were  until  very  re- 
cently largely  prepared  by  professional  book-makers,  some  of 
whom  were  inaccurate  in  their  statements  of  facts,  while  others 
however  accurate,  showed  themselves  to  be  sadly  wanting  in  the 
literary  training,  the  careful  analysis  and  the  true  historical 
judgment  without  which  no  valuable  historical  work  can  be 
produced.  The  subject  has  only  just  begun  to  engage  the  at- 
tention of  the  best  writers  of  the  country.  Mr.  Prescott  and 
Mr.  Motley  found  no  theme  for  their  genius  connected  with  the 
history  of  their  own  country  ;  and  indeed,  in  their  day,  works 
of  American  History  even  from  them,  would  have  attracted  only 
a  limited  attention  on  the  part  of  American  readers.  The 
American  mind  was  not  then  emancipated — even  now  it  is  not 
wholly  emancipated — from  old-world  subjects  and  interests. 
The  amazing  development  of  national  spirit  and  the  growth  of 
the  sentiment  of  independence  which  have  taken  place  within  the 
past  twenty-five  years,  and  the  magnificent  destiny  which  seems 
to  lie  within  our  reach  as  a  people  have  gi^en  to  e^ery  part  of  our 
history  a  dignity  and  an  importance  not  before  attached  to  it, 
even  by  ourselves.  It  is  largely  because  of  this  increased  pop- 
ular appreciation,  that  its  subjects  are  coming  more  and  more 
to  be  treated  by  writers  of  the  highest  qualifications. 

No  writer  is  so  fully  identiiied  with  the  change  that  is  now 
going  on  in  the  popular  taste  in  this  respect  as  Mr.  Francis 
Parkman.  ^lore  than  any  other  writer,  he  is  its  inspirer  and 
leader.  The  subject  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  life  with  such 
brilliant  success,  he  styles  "France  and  England  in  America.*' 
It  is  a  subject  which  embraces  one  of  the  most  eventful  and 
dramatic  passages  in  modern  history.  At  the  close  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  every  indication  seemed  to  point  to  the  con- 
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elusion  that  Spain  and  France  would  be  the  future  occupants 
and  masters  of  North  America.  The  settlers  at  Jamestown  had 
not  then  crossed  tlie  Atlantic.  The  Pilgrim  Fathers  were  still 
in  their  English  home.  Long  before  tliere  was  any  Xew  Eng- 
land in  America,  a  New  France  had  sprung  into  being  and  had 
extended  itself  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  tlic 
sources  of  the  Mississippi,  and  was  descending  that  then  myste- 
rious river  as  Spain  gradually  retired  from  its  occupancy.  The 
French  colonies  combined  what  were  tlien  belie\ed  to  l>e  the 
strongest  elements  of  colonial  power.  They  were  inspired  hy 
religious  zeal  and  they  won  to  a  remarkable  degree  the  good- 
will of  the  native  races  ;  they  were  supported  by  great  mer- 
chants, they  were  governed  by  representatives  of  ancient  feudal 
families,  and  they  were  encouraged  by  a  powerful  monarch  who 
looked  with  special  pride  upon  his  dominions  in  the  NewWorld. 

To  this  New  France  the  planting  of  English  colonies  in 
America  immediately  became  a  menace  and  a  humiliation.  The 
continent  was  not  broad  enough  to  contain  them  both.  A  strug- 
gle for  occupation  and  ascendancy  immediately  began,  and  it 
did  not  end  till,  on  the  surrender  of  Quebec,  the  colonies  of 
France  became  a  part  of  the  empire  of  England. 

Mr.  Parkman  spent  many  years  of  his  youth  in  exploring  the 
regions  in  which  this  struggle  was  carried  on,  and  many  more  in 
searching  among  public  records  and  private  collections,  both  in 
England  and  France,  for  materials  for  his  work.  It  is  now,  I 
think,  nearly  twenty  years  since  lie  published  his  earliest  vol- 
umes, and  the  latest  two,  the  sixth  and  the  seventh,  ap|)eared 
only  a  few  weeks  ago,  bearing  the  special  title  of  'Olontcalni 
and  AVolfe,"  the  great  military  chieftains  of  the  closing  cam- 
paigns of  the  strife.  These  volumes  from  the  beginning  have 
been  marked  by  singular  carefulness  in  their  preparation  and  by 
rare  fascination  in  their  style.  It  may  safely  be  said  that  no 
writer  has  done  so  much  to  set  before  the  American  people  the 
long  pre[)aration  that  was  required  for  the  magnificent  inherit- 
ance which  they  have  received.    He  presents  with  dramatic  power 
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and  effect  the  successive  phases  of  the  ever-varying  struggle,  in 
wliich  the  savage  races  were  also  largely  enlisted  on  either  side, 
and  which  secured  Xorth  America,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
the  Arctic  sea,  for  the  English  race  and  the  Protestant  religion. 
lie  has  thus  shown  in  what  sense  it  is  that  our  republic  has  be- 
come "the  heir  of  all  the  ages." 

Xo  one  can  hereafter  doubt  that  American  historical  subjects 
are  capable  of  being  invested  with  the  highest  dignity  and  the 
most  fascinating  interest.  The  time  cannot  be  distant  wlien  we 
shall  have  here  a  distinctive  school  of  historical  writers,  who  in 
methods  of  their  own,  wdll  trace  to  all  their  diversified  sources, 
tlie  elements  of  our  peculiar  American  civilization,  and  show 
liow  these  elements  have  been  wrouo'ht  too'cther  into  the  national 
institutions  and  tlie  national  life. 

During  the  year  winch  now  closes,  seven  of  our  resident 
members  have  been  removed  by  death.  They  are,  Albert  G. 
Augell,  Amos  D.  Lockwood,  George  Whitman  Danielson, 
Alexander  Farnum,  Edwin  Channing  Earned,  Henry  Bowen 
Anthony,  Isaac  M.  Bull.  Brief  notices  of  these  deceased  mem- 
bers will  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  present  meet- 
ing. Of  our  corresponding  members  we  have  also  to  record 
the  deatlis  of  the  Hon.  Isaac  N.  Arilold,  of  Chicago,  and  of 
General  A.  A.  Humphreys,  of  the  United  States  Engineers. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting  the  committee  which  liad  been 
appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Cabinet 
building  submitted  their  final  report  and  recommended  a  mode 
of  enlargement,  which  was  approved  by  the  Society  without 
dissent.  The  connnittee  was  also  requested  to  take  measures 
for  securing  the  money  required  in  order  to  carry  the  plan  into 
effect.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  was  twelve  thousand 
dollars,  the  whole  of  whicli  must  be  obtained  by  the  contribu- 
tions of  members  and  friends  of  the  Societv.  That  nothinnr  has 
thus  far  been  accomplished  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  any  neglect 
or  any  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  for  the  Society 
has  no  better  members  or  more  faithful  supporters.     To  ensure, 
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however,  the  success  of  an  enterprise  of  so  considerable  magni- 
tude, it  was  deemed  indispensable  that  it  be  begun  with  one  or  j 
more  large  subscriptions,  and  for  obtaining  such  subscription <  j 
the  continued  financial  depression  of  the  year  has  proved  to  be  j 
exceedingly  unfavorable.  The  plan  is  not  abandoned  or  laid  | 
aside,  but  only  delayed  in  its  execution.  The  enlargement  pi'o-  j 
posed  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  meet  all  the  wants  of  the  So- 
ciety for  along  period  of  the  future,  and  I  trust  that  no  exertion 
on  our  part  will  be  spared  to  secure  its  ultimate  accomplishment. 
But  even  if  this  plan  should  prove  too  expensive  for  the  resources 
on  which  we  are  obliged  to  depend,  Ave  must  not  lose  sight  of 
the  conspicuous  fact  that  some  enlargement  of  our  Cabinet 
building  has  become  an  indispensable  necessity.  Our  available 
space  for  the  reception  and  arrangement  of  books,  manuscripts 
and  other  materials  for  historical  illustration  and  enquiry  is  al- 
ready substantially  occupied.  I  have  been  frequently  informed 
by  members  and  friends  of  the  Society  in  different  parts  of  the 
State  that  they  have  portraits,  specimens  of  early  handiwork  and 
other  objects  of  historical  interest  which  they  wish  to  send  to  us 
so  soon  as  we  have  room  to  receive  them.  The  essential  work  for 
which  we  exist  as  a  Society  demands  that  we  have  space  enough 
to  carry  it  on  and  to  make  it  useful  to  the  public.  There  ought 
certainly  to  be  at  least  one  place  in  Ehode  Island  in  which  ar- 
ticles of  every  kind  relating  to  the  life  of  the  State  and  its  peo- 
ple may  be  safely  deposited  and  faithfully  preserved  for  other 
times.  It  is  a  demand  which  civilization  makes  of  its  children 
wherever  civilization  exists.  There  is  now  substantially  the 
same  reason  for  the  enlargement  of  our  building  as  there  was 
originally  for  its  erection,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  whenever 
prosperity  shall  again  smile  upon  our  people,  the  work  will  be 
imdertaken  and  accomplished. 
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The  following  Note  relating  both  to  the  Fort  and  to  the  Monument  has  been 
kindly  furnished  by  William  D.  Ely,  Esq. 


The  fort  was  a  parallelogram  of  about  five  by  seven  rods  in  extent — a  regular 
work  of  two  bastions,  with  a  flank  fire  on  every  face.  It  was  a  substantial  struc- 
ture its  walls  above  ground  three  feet  thick  and  about  four  feet  high, — 
surmounted  doubtless  with  logs  looped-holed  at  proper  intervals :  the  whole 
scientifically  planned  as  well  as  strongly  built,  and  surrounded  by  a  dry  ditch 
about  twelve  feet  wide. 

The  Southwest  bastion,  more  boldly  developed  than  the  other,  also  enfiladed  an 
outer  breast-work  and  ditch  extending  six  rods  westerly  from  it.  Tliis  breast- 
work evidently  formed  the  face  of  a  large  stockade  adjoining  the  fort  and 
pahsaded  on  the  other  sides,  but  having  here  a  v/all  and  ditch  like  that  of  the  main 
work.  The  whole  protected  the  main  approach  to  the  Fort  on  the  West  side,  as 
well  as  the  cattle  and  chattels  too  bulky  to  be  brought  within  the  fort  itself.  It  is 
matter  of  regret  that  the  ditch  around  the  work  has  suffered  from  the  overturning 
and  levelling  plough  as  much  as  the  walls  from  the  abstraction  of  their  stones. 
A  sally-port,  in  the  South  face  of  the  work,  opened  out  under  cover  of  the  ditch, 
just  East  of  the  main  bastion,  while  a  drive-way,  wide  enough  for  carts,  was  made 
through  the  wall  of  the  West  face — these  openings  having  revetment  walls,  and 
being  protected  no  doubt  by  stockade  gates. 

These  revetment  walls  in  their  position,  dimensions  and  limited  extent  are 
conclusive  of  the  fact  that  the  walls  of  the  fort  were  built  of  stone,  and  not 
of  logs.  The  drive-way  appears  to  have  extended  down  the  hill,  through  the 
l)eaiitiful  "Huguenot  Valley,"  to  the  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Miianexit;  and 
traces  of  a  cart-path  are  still  visible  along  an  upper  portion  of  the  hil4  less  culti- 
vated than  the  richer  land  immediately  around  the  fort. 

A  little  North  from  the  drive -way,  by  the  main  wall  on  the  West  side,  are  several 
broad  stones,  said  to  have  been  step-stones  for  a  passway  over  the  wall  for  those 
who  went  on  foot  to  and  from  the  cottages  in  the  valley  below.  Among  other  relics 
found  there  is  a  block  of  stone,  with  a  deep  socket,  doubtless  forming  a  'step'  for 
the  flag-stafif  from  which  floated  to  the  breeze  the  liUes  of  France,  or  the  cross  of 
St.  George. 


2^ 
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The  Monument  is  of  beautiful  Westerly  Statuary  Granite  and  thirteen  feet  in 
height. 

Its  base  is  four  feet  square  and  eighteen  inches  deep,  on  which  rests  a  secon<! 
base  surmounted  by  a  heavy  cubical  die  two  feet  eight  inches  square,  which 
'supports  a  simple  cross,  twelve  inches  square  in  section  and  eight  feet  high. 

The  inscriptions  on  the  die  are  as  follows,  viz. : 


[South  Side.] 


[East  Side.] 


In  Memory  of 

the 

Huguenots, 

Exiles  for  their  faith, 

Who  made  the  first  settlement 

of 

Oxford, 

1687. 

"We  live  not  for  ourselves  only, 

but  for  posterity." 


A  la  memoire 

de 

Gabriel  Bernon 

Fondateur  de  la  Colonic  d'Oxford 

ne  a  La  Rochelle,  France,  1644 

mort  a  Providence,  R.  I.,  1736. 

a  Page  de  92. 


[North  Side.] 


[West  Side.] 


Erected  by 
descendants  of 
Gabriel  Bernon, 

and  of 

Andre  Sigournay 

1S84 

A  la  foi  et  a  I'honneur. 


.    A  la  memoire 
de 

Andre  Sigournay 

Commandant  du  fort, 

ne  a  La  Rochelle,  France,  163S 

mort  a  Boston,  Mass.  1727 

a  I'age  de  89. 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  C0:\1MITTEE  OX  THE 
LIBEARY. 


The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  present  their 
annual  report : 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  general  management  of  the 
Library.  The  Hon.  Amos  Periy  has  been  continued  in  the 
office  of  Librarian.  The  Library  has  been  open  to  visitors,  as 
heretofore,  usually  for  ^ye  and  a  half  hours  in  the  day.  It  has 
been  closed  on  Saturday  afternoons,  and  for  a  fortnight's  vaca- 
tion in  August. 

The  use  of  the  Library  for  consultation,  for  historical,  gene- 
alogical, statistical  and  legal  inquiries,  has  increased.  A 
Kecoixl  of  Visitors  has  been  kept,  but  a  great  many  persons, 
l)eside  members  of  the  Society,  come  to  our  rooms  Avithout 
leaving  their  names.  One  essential  condition,  without  which 
our  library  cannot  be  used  for  consultation,  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, is  quiet,  a  reasonable  degree  of  freedom  from  interruption. 
I  his  is  the  more  important  because  we  have  no  retiring  rooms 
or  even  alcoves  for  students.  The  common  law  of  libraries 
torbids  conversation  sufficiently  loud  to  interrupt  readers  or  to 
distract  their  attention.  This  rule  applies  equally  to  visitors, 
members  and  officers  of  the  Society. 

Closely  connected  with  the  use  of  our  library,  either  for  con- 
sultation liere  or  for  circulation,  is  the  progress  of  the  card- 
<*atalogucs.  AVithout  these,  the  collection  of  books  would  be 
btile  more  than  the  accunudation  of  useless  lumber,  its  inutility 

4 


30  KHODE    ISLAND   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 

increasing  with  its  magnitude.  The  catalogues  arc  kept  in  t\vi» 
series  of  cards,  one  for  bound  books,  and  one  for  pamplilftj;. 
Each  card  gives  the  shelf  and  number  of  the  book  or  pam])])lcr 
whose  name  it  bears.  This  presupposes  a  permanent  arrangi- 
ment  of  the  books.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  classify  tlit* 
books,  and  arrange  them  by  departments  and  subjects.  But 
the  crowded  state  of  the  library,  and  in  particular  the  want  ot' 
separate  rooms  or  alcoves,  make  this  methodical  arrangement 
very  difficult.  All  that  can  be  done  under  the  circumstances  is 
to  place  by  themselves,  so  far  as  possible,  all  books  pertaining 
to  Khode  Island  history,  to  keep  sets  of  serial  publications  to- 
2:ether,  and  then  to  arrano;e  bound  volumes  mainlv  accordin^^to  size 
and  binding,  with  a  reasonable  regard  to  synnnetry  and  appear- 
ance. The  card-catalogue  is  the  guide  and  key  to  these  treas- 
ures. We  take  pleasure  in  assuring  the  Society,  tliat  our 
librarian  has  shown  great  industry  and  accomplished  marked 
results  in  this  work  of  combined  arrangement  and  cataloguing, 
— a  labor  made  the  more  difficult  in  the  past  year  by  the  large 
accession  from  the  Cooke  bequest.  It  is  a  work  that  is  never 
finished  in  a  growing  library. 

This  task  is  especially  arduous  in  the  case  of  pamphlets,  and 
volumes  of  pamphlets  bound  together.  Each  tract  slioidd  be 
separately  entered, — often  under  three  or  more  heads,  as  for 
example  the  author's  name,  the  subject  (which  frequently  re- 
quires to  be  stated  in  more  than  one  way),  the  series  to  which 
it  belongs,  &c.  Each  volume  of  pamphlets  bound  together 
should  be  indexed  on  its  cover  or  fly-leaf.  All  this  work  has 
been  carried  steadily  on  ;  it  is  laborious  and  does  not  make 
much  show  ;  but,  as  a  result,  our  books,  pamphlets  and  manu- 
scripts are  far  more  accessible  to  the  student  than  at  any  former 
anniversary. 

The  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  appropriated  by  the  General 
Assembly  for  the  care  and  custody  of  documents,  has  been  duly 
drawn  in  quarterly  payments,  and  applied  to  the  compensation 
of  our  librarian. 


$9 

60 

63 

95 

9 

50 

10 

00 

5 

00 
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The  payments  of  the  Committee,  under  the  Society's  standing 
appropriation  of  one  hundred  dolkirs  a  year,  have  been  as 
follows ; 

For  books  and  pamphlets, 
<*    binding, 
**    library  bureau, 
*'    repairing  picture-frames, 
**    repairing  canvas, 

Total,  $98  05  . 

At  our  last  annual  meeting,  the  number  of  additions  to  the 
library  and  cabinet,  reported  for  the  preceding  year,  exclusive 
of  the  Cooke  bequest,  was  3,506.  We  now  have  to  report,  for 
the  year  ending  today,  a  total  of  3,516.  Of  these,  483  are 
bound  volumes,  2,777  are  pamphlets,  and  256  miscellaneous. 
The  Record  of  Accessions  for  the  past  year  fills  eighty-one 
folio  pages. 

Among  the  accessions  for  tlie  past  year,  those  connected  di- 
rectly with  Rhode-Island  history,  either  by  subject  or  autliorship, 
may  properly  be  noticed  first.  The  most  important  addition  to 
historical  literature,  contributed  by  any  of  our  resident  members 
during  the  year,  is  Iladden's  Journal  and  Orderly  Books  ;  con- 
taining a  Journal  kept  in  Canada  and  upon  Burgoyne's  cam- 
paign in  1776  and  1777,  by  Lieutenant  James  M.  Hadden,  &c.  ; 
edited  by  Gen.  Horatio  Rogers.  This  elegant  volume,  printed 
at  Albany,  is  introduced  by  an  * 'Explanatory  Chapter  ;"  and  its 
Appendix  contains  memoirs  of  Burgoyne,  Sir  William  Howe, 
and  other  commanders  on  both  sides  in  the  momentous  cam- 
paign. It  embodies  the  fruit  of  much  original  research,  the 
industry  of  the  historical  student  borrowing  light  from  the  ed- 
itor's experience  and  technical  knowledge  as  General  and 
counsellor. 

* 'Reminiscences  of  Newport,"  by  George  C.  Mason,  is  a 
republication  of  those  valuable   articles,   signed  Aquidneck  or 
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Champlin,  which  have  iiivstructed  and  delighted  the  readers  of 
the  Providence  Journal  and  the  Xew-York  Evenhuj  Post. 
They  are  here  illustrated  by  numy  engravings  and  photogni})lis. 

The  History  of  Banks  and  Banking,  by  the  Hon.  vSidney  Dean, 
is  a  substantial  and  elegant  book,  in  large  ])aper,  prepared 
mth  great  industry  and  freely  illustrated  with  representations 
of  persons  and  buildings.  These  volumes  were  all  published  in 
the  year  1884,  were  prepared  by  resident  members  of  this  Soci- 
ety, and  by  them  given  to  our  library.  To  these  may  be  added, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Foster's  tract  on  "Stephen  Hopkins,  a  Rhode-Island 
statesman  ;"  forming  Nos.  19  and  20  of  Mr.  Eider's  series  ; 
Chief  Justice  Durfee's  "Thoughts  on  the  Constitution  of  Ehode 
Island;"  and  i\Ir.  W.  B.  Weeden's  "Indian  ]\Ioney  as  a  factor 
in  New  England  Civilization,"  being  Nos.  8  and  9  in  the  second 
series  of  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  Historical  and 
Political  Science. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  "The  Adventures  of  Christo- 
pher Hawkins,"  &c.,  with  Introduction  and  Notes  by  Charles  I. 
Bushnell,  privately  printed,  Xew  York  :  1864.  Hawkins  was 
born  in  North  Providence  in  1764,  was  indented  in  Providence, 
but  ran  away  to  join  a  privateer,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  con- 
fined on  the  Jersey  prison-ship  from  which  he  escaped.  He 
afterwards  married  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Whipple  of  Smith- 
field,  and  died  in  New  York  State  in  1837.  The  Notes  contain 
much  information  in  regard  to  persons  and  families  in  Rhode 
Island. 

Of  other  published  volumes  connected  with  Rhode  Island,  we 
may  name,  the  Memoir  of  xVndrew  Sherburne  (Providence  : 
1831),  which  had  long  been  on  our  list  of  desiderata  ;  Memoirs 
of  Bishop  Henshaw  by  Norton  ;  of  Oliver  Shaw  ;  of  Amarancy 
Paine  Sarle,  (under  the  well-deserved  name  of  Saint  Indefa- 
tigable;) of  Israel  R.  Potter  (Providence:  1824)  ;  "A  Voyage 
to  the  North  Pacific,  and  a  Journey  through  Siberia,  half  a 
century  ago,  by  Captain  John  DeWolf"  (of  Bristol,)  Cam- 
bridge:  1861.      Yamoydeu,  a  poem  founded  on  the  story  of 
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Philip's  war,  and  written  at  Bristol ;  by  James  W.  Eastburn, 
1820.  The  fourth  edition  of  Bartlett's  Dictionary  of  Ameri- 
canisms, 1877.  The  Writings  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Samuel  Osgood 
(given  by  his  widow),  and  of  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Balcli ;  both  for- 
merly settled  clergymen  in  Providence. 

Mr.  William  Dehon  King  has  presented  copies  of  the  publi- 
cations and  various  memorials  of  his  father,  the  late  Dr.  David 
King  of  Newport,  separately  and  elegantly  bound. 

We  already  had  a  copy  of  the  first  volume  of  the  original 
edition  of  Berkeley's  "Alciphron,  or  Minute  Philosopher," 
London:  1732.  It  contains  five  of  the  seven  dialogues.  We 
have  now  received  a  complete  copy  of  this  work  containing  all 
the  seven,  published  at  London,  1752.  Berkeley's  stayinPhode 
Island  will  never  cease  to  be  regarded  as  a  most  interesting  in- 
cident in  her  intellectual  history  ;  and  this  work,  published  just 
after  his  return  to  England,  embodies  the  results  of  his  medita- 
tions among  the  beaches  and  overhanging  rocks  of  Newport. 

It  is  a  long  step  from  Bishop  Berkeley  to  ]Mrs.  Catharine  P. 
Williams  ;  but  we  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  in  the  same 
connection  that  our  set  of  Mrs.  Williams's  * 'Talcs,  National  and 
Pevolutionaiy"  has  been  completed  by  a  gift  of  the  first  volume, 
which  had  been  one  of  our  desiderata.  We  have  also  obtained 
her  book  entitled,  Fall  River,  &c.  We  believe  that  we  have 
now  all  the  acknowledged  publications  of  this  industrious 
author. 

We  have  procured  a  copy  of  George  Keith's  * 'Journal  of 
Travels  from  New  Hampshire  to  Caratuck,"  London:  1706. 
Keith  was  an  English  Quaker,  who  was  converted  to  Episcopacy 
and  spent  two  years  (June  1702  to  June  1704)  in  the  colonies 
as  Missionary  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Foreign  Parts.  He  arrived  at  Boston  in  company  with  Gov. 
Dudley.  In  his  travels  he  contended  valiantly  with  the  "Inde- 
pendent preachers  at  Boston,"  and  also  with  his  former  associ- 
ates the  Quakers.     Several  pages  treat  of  his  stay  in  Newport, 
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Portsmouth    and    the   Xarrafransett    country.       The  foil 


y.       ine  lOHowm;: 
sentences  may  be  worth  quotmg ;  . 

*'The  Quaker  had  Built  a  new  ]\Ieeting-IIouse  at  Newport, 
large  enough  to  hold  Five  Hundred  Persons  or  more,  with  lair 
and  large  Galleries,  and  Forms  or  Benches  below.  But  one 
thing  very  singular  I  observed,  that  on  the  top  of  the  Turret  u\' 
their  Meeting-House,  they  have  a  perfect  Iron  Cross,  two  lai-gc 
Iron  Bars  crossing  one  the  other  at  right  Angles,  a  more  perfect 
Cross  I  never  saw  on  any  Church.  I  mention  this  the  rather, 
because  George  Fox  in  some  of  his  Printed  Pamphlets  makes  a 
great  outcry  and  noise  against  the  Steeple  Houses  in  England, 
as  he  calls  them,  for  having  Crosses  on  the  tops  of  them,  and 
that  it  is  Popery  ;  what  can  the  Quakers  say  to  this?  Are  tlieir 
Brethren  of  Ehode-Island  guilty  of  Popery  for  having  the  Cros? 
on  the  top  of  their  ^Meeting-House,  which  I  suppose  remains 
there  to  this  day." 

**Dorothea  Scott"  is  the  title  of  a  book  published  at  Oxford. 
England,  and  given  us  by  the  author  Mr.  G.  D.  Scull.  It  is 
named  from  its  heroine,  an  early  English  Quakeress,  who  in- 
herited an  estate  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  married  one  of 
Cromwell's  officers.  She  wrote  a  "Call  to  Repentance,"  which 
was  published  in  London',  in  IGGl,  and  is  here  reprinted.  Going 
to  Court  to  congratulate  Charles  II.  on  his  Restoration,  she 
met  John  Scott,  who  claimed  kinship,  got  into  her  confidence, 
and  defrauded  her  by  pretended  sales  of  land  on  Long  Island. 
This  is  the  same  John  Scott  whose  intrigues  with  a  **potent  gen- 
tleman" are  familiar  to  the  readers  of  Arnold's  History.  (Vol.  I., 
pp.  299,  383,  et  seq.)  He  also  figured  disreputably  in  the  an-. 
nals  of  Long  Island.  His  career  shows  a  consistency  in  rascality 
wliich  is  interesting,  not  to  say  attractive.  This  work  touches 
Rhode-Island  history  in  one  other  point :  it  contains  letters  to 
and  from  AVilliam  Dvre,  whose  wife  ]\Iarv  Dyre  was  hanijcd 
on  Boston  Common  as  a  returning  Quaker.  The  story  of  Dor- 
othea's wrongs  is  full  of  })athos.  In  reading  her  letters  and  tract, 
it  is  hard  to  believe  that  the  early  Quakers  were  such  frantic 
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disturbers  of  the  public  peace  as  to  excuse  in  any  degree  the 
action  of  Massaclmsetts  in  imprisoning  Quaker  women  immedi- 
ately on  their  first  arrival,  and  in  her  subsequent  harsh  legisla- 
tion. The  issue  has  been  fairly  made  between  Mr.  Hallowell, 
in  his  **Quaker  Invasion  of  Massachusetts,"  and  the  Eev.  Dr. 
Ellis,  who  maintains  that  there  was  about  equal  fault  on  both 
sides.  Impartial  observers  will,  we  think,  more  commonly  con- 
clude that  the  severe  treatment  of  both  Quakers  and  **  witches" 
resulted  in  a  great  degree  from  unreasoning  panic. 

We  have  received  more  than  the  usual  number  of  books  per- 
taining to  American  history  and  biography,  of  broader  scope,  or 
relating  to  localities  outside  of  our  own  State.  We  may  name 
the  following  :  Palfrey's  History  of  New  England,  in  four  vols., 
8vo.  Allibone's  Dictionaiy  of  Authors,  in  three  vols.,  1882. 
Sibley's  Early  Graduates  of  Harvard,  1873-81,  two  vols.,  with 
more  to  be  expected.  Isaiah  Thomas's  History  of  Printing  in 
America;  reprinted,  1874,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  prominent  founder,  with 
a  Memoir  by  his  grandson,  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  two 
vols.  The  Holmes-Ammidowh  Collections,  two  vols.,  rich  in 
memorials  of  the  Huguenots  of  the  Nipmuck  country.  The 
Huguenots  of  La  Eochelle,  translated  by  Catlin.  The  Jour- 
nal of  Andrew  Ellicott,  describing  his  travels  and  scientific  ob- 
servations in  the  Southwest,  1796-1800,  Philadelphia:  1814,  a 
valuable  quarto  volume.  The  Diary  and  Letters  of  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  royal  Governor  of  jMassachusetts,  edited  by  his  great- 
grandson  ;  London  :  1884.  The  Eev.  Dr.  Ellis's  discourse  and 
otlier  illustrations  of  the  Siege  and  Evacuation  of  Boston.  The 
History  of  Universalism  in  America,  by  Eichard  Eddy,  D.  D. 
A  treatise  by  the  late  J.  Wingate  Thornton,  printed  for  private 
distribution,  on  "The  Historical  Eelation  of  Xew  England  to 
the  English  Commonwealth,"  1874.  The  Trclawny  Papers, 
published  by  the  ]\Iaine  Historical  Society.  The  third  volume 
of  Memorial  ]>iographies  of  the  New  England  Historic-Genea- 
logical Society. 
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The  histories  of  towns  and  cities  contain  very  valuable  mtite- 
rial  for  the  antiquarian  and  genealogical  student.     Families  in  | 

our  own  State  are  freely  connected  by  marriage  or  descent  with 
other  j:>laces,  especially  in  NeAv  England.  The  attention  lately 
drawn  to  the  ori^^in  and  siOTiificance  of  the  Town  as  an  institu- 
tion  gives  the  subject  an  historical  interest.  Our  libraiy  has 
acquired  during  the  year  the  following  local  histories  :  j 

Of  Braintree  and  Quincy ,  by  Pattee  ;  of  Cambridge  by  Paige  ; 
Charlestown  by  Frothingham  ;  llardwick  by  Paige  ;  Lancaster 
by  Mars^in,  and  Early  Records  of  the  same  by  Nourse  ;  ^ledford 
by  Brooks ;  Shirley  by  Chandler ;  Sutton  by  Benedict  and 
Tracy ;  The  Early  ^Ministry  of  Taimton  by  Emery ;  Truro  and 
Cape  Cod  by  Eich.  All  the  above  belong  to  Massachusetts. 
Add  to  these  Stiles'  history  of  Brooklyn,  and  Baird's  of  Pye, 
in  New  York  State ;  Whittelsy's  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Haw- 
kins's Quebec. 

Some  of  the  more  important  genealogical  works  added  during 
the  year  are  the  accounts  of  the  families  of  Allen  and  AVitter, 
Cai^)enter,  Eddy,  Hall,  Learned,  Mann,  Moore,  Morse,  Peirce, 
Randall,  Randolph,  Upham,  Waldo,  Winsor,  Wood  ;  and  the 
Genealogical  Register  of  Sherborn  and  Holliston,  Mass. 

The  Jesuit  Relations  or  reports  sent  by  Jesuit  fathers  to  the 
Head  of  the  Order,  are  well  known  to  contain  most  valuable 
materials  for  the  history  of  their  missions,  and  of  New  France 
and  the  Great  West.  It  is  these  that  Parkman  has  fused  into 
his  glowing  narrative.  We  already  had  a  copy  of  one  volume 
in  the  original  edition,  relating  to  missions  in  South  America ; 
and  have  added  during  the  year  The  Relation  of  events  in  Xew 
France  and  the  country  of  the  Hurons,  for  the  year  1637—8,  in 
the  original,  dingy,  parchment-co\-ercd  issue  of  Cramoisy,  the 
Paris  publisher,  printer  to  the  King. 

At  the  Cooke  sale  we  procured  a  set  of  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine  from  its  beginning  in  1731  to  the  year  185(>,  making 
with  the  General  Index  203  ^  olumes.  We  have  now  completed 
this  set  to  the  present  time.      The  additional  volumes  were  ob- 
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tallied  by  exchange  for  books  bought  at  that  sale  for  the  library 
of  the  late  John  Carter  Brown. 

AVe  have  received  two  books  that  are  interesting  as  tlie  early 
publications  of  men  since  distinguished  in  very  dissimilar  ways. 
One  is  "A  Defence  of  Christianity  against  the  work  of  George 
I^.  English,  A.  M.,"  by  Edward  Everett,  minister  of  the  church 
in  Brattle  Square,  Boston,  1814.  English  was  a  versatile 
genius;  *' author  and  adventurer"  Drake's  Biographical  Dic- 
tionary calls  him ;  he  talked  many  languages  and  professed 
juany  religions  ;  his  early  work  was  entitled  *'The  Grounds  of 
Christianity  examined."  Everett  was  twenty  years  old,  and  was 
known  as  tutor,  poet  and  pastor,  when  he  ]iublished  this  sharp 
controversial  book  of  500  pages.  Another  of  these  firstlings  is 
**The  Sylphs  of  the  Seasons  and  other  poems,-'  by  Washington 
Allston,  since  a  famous  painter,  associated  with  Bliode  Island 
by  kindred  and  youthful  education.     It  was  published  in  1813. 

Our  scanty  array  of  early  printed  books  has  been  increased 
by  the  gift  of  a  copy  of  the  Old  Testament  in  Latin  printed  at 
Basle  in  1522.  This  antedates  by  a  few  years  the  oldest  vol- 
ume previously  in  our  collection,  which  was  a  sermon  by  ]\Iartin 
Luther  printed  in  1527,  in  German.  The  acquisition  of  one 
or  more  specimens  of  typography  dated  earlier  than  1500  would 
add  to  the  dignity  and  richness  of  our  library. 

Many  books  and  pamphlets,  relating  to  the  Indian-  tribes  of 
southern  New  England,  and  to  the  efforts  for  their  Christiani- 
zation,  have  been  received  during  the  year.  The  interest  created 
in  the  subject  of  Almanacs  has  been  accompanied  by  the  addi- 
tion of  many  old  and  recent  almanacs,  some  of  them  interleaved 
and  used  as  diaries.  An  luuisually  large  number  of  other 
pamphlets  of  varied  character  have  been  gi^en,  and  some  per- 
taining to  Bhode  Island  have  been  bought.  Mr.  Henry  C. 
Dorr  of  New  York,  i\Ir.  James  E.  Mauran  of  New])ort,  our 
venerable  associate  the  Hon.  John  K.  Bartlett,  and  the  Ixev. 
oanuicl  II.  Webb,  have  been  some  of  the  most  liberal  donors 
HI  this  department.      A  great  many  pamphlets  are  also  received 
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as  gifts  from  authors,  and  from  institutions,  partly  in  exclianire. 
Your  committee  have  found  it  convenient  to  have  a  number  of 
duplicate  copies  of  our  own  publications  and  otlier  Rhode-IslarnJ 
pamphlets  on  liand  as  a  basis  of  exchange.  We  must  acknowl- 
edge our  indebtedness  to  many  sister  societies,  and  various  in- 
stitutions, which  have  sent  us  their  reportg  and  collections,  too 
often  with  inadequate  returns  on  our  part. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  James  E.  jNIauran  the  Xewport 
Mercury  for  thirty-two  years,  1847-1879,  not  complete. 

Our  collection  of  local  maps  has  been  enriched  by  the  gift, 
from  Mr.  George  T.  Paine,  of  about  sixty  maps  of  different 
sections  of  Providence  and  other  cities  and  towns  in  Xew^  Eng- 
land ;  prepared  for  business  purposes,  particularly  for  the  use  of 
insurance  companies,  but  of  great  prospective  value  for  the  an- 
tiquarian and  topographical  student.  Also,  from  the  Hon.  Elisha 
Dyer,  a  map,  showing  the  location  of  the  residence  and  burial- 
place  of  Roger  Williams.  Other  local  illustrations  are,  Views 
of  the  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  Friends'  School  in  Provi- 
dence, and  a  large  photograph  of  the  historic  mural  painting  in 
the  Providence  County  Court-House,  which  was  so  happily  com- 
memorated at  one  of  our  recent  meetings. 

Of  the  numerous  additions  to  our  Manuscripts  received  within 
the  year,  the  oldest,  except  one,  and  on  some  accounts  the  most 
interesting,  is  an  original  deed,  signed  by  William  Carpenter, 
and  dated  April  25,  1683.  It  relates  to  the  Pawtuxet  lands, 
80  long  the  subject  of  a  boundary  dispute,  which  for  many  years 
disturbed  social  life  in  the  Plantation,  and  was  not  finally  settled 
till  1712.  This  deed,  and  an  accompanying  map,  have  been 
referred  to  Mr.  John  A.  Rowland  for  examination  and  re})ort  ; 
and  we  will  only  dwell  on  one  point,  which  gives  this  paper  a 
positive  historic  value.  It  twice  speaks  of  Roger  AVilliams  as 
deceased.  This  narrows  somewhat  the  limits  of  time  within 
which  we  must  place  the  death  of  AVilliams.  This  event  was 
already  fixed  as  having  occurred  between  January  IG,  and  ^lay 
10,    1683  ;  and  the  language   of  Mr.    Thornton   on  the  latter 
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(late — '*The  Lord  liatK  an-ested  by  death  our  ancient  and  ap- 
proved friend,  Mr.  Roger  AYilliams,  with  divers  others" — seems 
to  imply  that  the  death  was  then  quite  recent.  It  probably  took 
j)lace  in  April,  the  same  month  in  which  forty-seven  years  be- 
fore, Williams  had  * 'begun  to  build  and  plant"  on  the  eastern 
shore  of  the  Seekonk. 

Within  a  few  days,  we  have  received  from  Mr.  Moses  Rob- 
erts by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Erastus  Richardson,  two  old  deeds. 
One  is  from  Jas.  Mattesonto  John  Whipple,  dated  Dec,  1661  ; 
the  other,  from  Seth  Chapin  of  Mendon  to  John  Arnold,  1742, 
conveying  land  now  near  the  centre  of  Woonsocket.  This  last 
is  cited  in  INIr.  Richardson's  History  of  Woonsocket. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  most  acceptable  gift  of  manu- 
script remains  of  Thomas  Alexander  TefFt,  a  man  of  genius 
and  a  son  of  Rhode  Island,  who  in  a  life  of  thirty-three  years 
gained  a  wide  distinction  as  architect,  writer  and  "monetarian." 
These  papers  comprise  letters  to  and  from  Mr.  Tefft,  mostly  on 
international  currency,  addresses,  reports  and  lectures  —  one 
lecture  on  the  early  architecture  of  Xewport — beside  memoranda, 
drawings,  and  newspaper  cuttings.  ]\Iost  of  them  were  used 
by  our  late  associate  jNIr.  Stone  in  preparing  his  memoir  of  Mr. 
TefFt.  They  now  come  to  us  through  the  thoughtful  kindness 
of  Mrs.  James  C.  Bucklin. 

Other  manuscripts  are  those  of  an  oration  by  George  R.  Bur- 
rill,  July  4,  1805  ;  an  address  before  the  Veteran  Firemen's 
Association  of  Providence,  by  our  late  honored  President,  Zach- 
ariah  Allen  ;  the  History  of  Beverly  by  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone  ; 
a  collection  of  papers  going  to  show  that  the  first  Sunday-School 
in  Rhode  Island  was  of  a  secular  character  ;  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Providence  Charitable  Relief  Association,  1802 — 
(original  copy.) 

It  has  been  understood  that  the  manuscripts  of  papers  read 
before  the  Veteran  Citizens'  Association  were  to  become  the 
property  of  this   Society.     The  President  of  that  Association 


40  PwHODE    ISLAND    IIISTOIIICAL    SOCIETr.  j 


informs  us  that  the  more  important  of  these  pa})ers  are  to  ])e 
printed,  by  the  generosity  of  one  of  its  members. 

Badges  and  broadsides  connected  with  tlie  free-suffrage 
movement,  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  other  disturbed  peri- 
ods, the  baton  used  by  the  chief  marshal  at  the  reading  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  in  Providence  in  1776  ;  a  number 
of  coins  and  medals — these  are  among  the  contributions  to  tlie 
department  of  miscellaneous  curiosities. 

We  have  to  record  one  disappointment,  which  is  already 
known  to  most  of  our  members.  The  Society  hoped  to  secure 
for  its  library  the  collections  of  the  late  Caleb  Fiske  Harris,  relat- 
ing to  the  great  Rebellion  and  Slavery.  They  consist  of  books, 
pamphlets,  documents,  newspaper  items,  broadsides,  &c.  This 
Society,  like  other  competitors  for  their  possession,  had  not  the 
means  of  paying  for  them  ;  and  the  question  of  their  final  des- 
tination became  mixed  with  the  other  cpiestion  of  securing  a 
fund  remaining:  in  char oe  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Rhode-Island 
Hospital  Library  Association,  an  organization  formed  during 
the  war  for  the  purpose  of  suj)plying  reading  for  soldiers,  es- 
pecially in  the  hospital  at  Portsmouth  grove.  This  fund  nearly 
covered  the  cost  of  procuring  the  collection.  The  Trustees 
were  men  of  high  character,  Avhose  judgment  was  final,  and 
whom  it  Avould  have  been  impertinent  to  expect  to  wiu  by  mere 
importunity.  They  decided  in  favor  of  the  Providence  Public 
Library,  which  thus  secured  the  fund  and  the  collection.  As 
members  of  this  Society,  we  are  disappointed.  But,  as  citizens, 
we  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  that  the  really  essential  object  is 
attained.  The  collection  is  to  be  kept  together,  it  is  to  remain 
in  this  city,  and  is  to  be  forever  accessible  to  visitors  inider 
proper  restrictions. 
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REPORT    OF   THE    C0M:\IITTEE    OX 
PUBLICATIONS. 


To  the  Rhode  Islaxu  Historical   Society  at  its  annual 

meeting',  January  13,   1885. 

Tlie  Committee  on  Publications  submit  the  following  as  their 
Annual  Report : 

Early  in  the  year  they  caused  to  be  printed,  in  accordance 
with  the  Society's  instructions,  a  pamphlet  containing  a  sum- 
mary of  the  Proceedings  for  the  year  1883-84,  together  with 
the  President's  Address,  and  the  Reports  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees, and  of  the  Procurators,  and  other  matters  of  interest 
pertaining  to  the  current  history  of  the  Society. 

But  the  chief  work  of  the  Committee  during  the  year  has  been 
the  superintendence  of  the  printing  of  Volume  YJI.  of  the  So- 
ciety's Collections,  which  was  authorized  by  vote  at  the  last 
annual  meeting. 

The  Committee  are  happy  to  state  that  this  volume  Is  now 
nearly  completed  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  delivery.  The  Vol- 
ume contains  the  followinir  works  : 


o 


I.  Early  Attempts  at  Rhode  Island  History  ;  edited 
WITH  notes  and  Historical  me^ioranda  by  William  E. 
Foster. 

This  work  contains — 

1.  Preface. 

2.  An  Historical  Account  of  the  PlantinG:  and  growth 
of  Providence.     By  Stephen  Hopkins. 

3.  Materials  for  a  History  of  Rhode  Island.    Collected 
by  Theodore  Foster. 
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4.  Appendix- :  (i)  The  sentence  of  expulsion.  (2)  The 
principle  of  civil  and  religious  separation  as  held  hv 
Roger  Williams.      (3)    The   original   records   of  tlic 

.   town  of  Providence. 

5.  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Services  of  Theodore  Foster. 

n.     The  JSTarragaxsetts.     By  Henry  C.  Dorr. 
m.     Early  Votaries  of  Natural  Science  in  Rhode 
Island.     By  Cpiarles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D. 

IV.  The  First  Commencement  of  Rhode  Island  Col- 
lege.    By  Reuben  A.  Guild,  LL.  D. 

V.  The  British  Fleet  in  Rhode  Island.  By  George 
C.  Mason. 

VI.  Nicholas  Easton  vs.  the  City  of  Newport.  By 
George  C.  Mason. 

The  Committee  have  also  to  inform  the  Society,  that  they 
have  another  valuable  paper,  now  ready  for  publication.  This 
is  the  Diary  of  the  Rev.  John  Comer,  with  notes  by  the  late 
Rev.  C.  E.  BarroAvs,  D.  D.  Soon  after  the  decease  of  Dr. 
Barrows  the  Committee  received  a  letter  from  Rev.  J.  W. 
Willmarth,  of  Philadelphia,  stating  that  the  manuscript  of  Dr. 
Barrows  had  been  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  brothers  of  Dr. 
Barrows,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  prepare  the  work  for 
publication,  by  revising  the  notes,  and  adding  a  Preface,  and  a 
brief  sketch  of  Dr.  Barrows's  life.  This  offer  was  accepted  by 
the  Committee  ;  and  the  manuscript  revised  and  put  in  condition 
for  the  press,  Avas  recently  forwarded  by  i\Ir.  Willmarth.  Tliis 
work  is  now  ready  for  publication,  whenever  arrangements  can  ! 

be  made  for  the  issue  of  another  volume  of  the  Society's  Col- 
lections. 

J.  L.  Lincoln, 

For  the  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING 
AND  GROUNDS. 


Providence,  January  13,   1885. 
To  TiiE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  expenditures   on  Building  and    Grounds   for  the    year 
1884  ha\e  been  as  follows  : 
Amount  paid  W.  S.  Hogg  for  fertilizers  and  care 

of   Grounds   including  removal    of   snow    from 

sidewalks,      ....... 

Amount  paid  Robinson  Pierce  for  repairs  within 

the  Cabinet  building,  .... 

Amount  paid    Alexander  Grant   for  cleaning  and 

oiling  doors,  ...... 

$64  8(j 
Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee, 

Isaac  H.  Southavick, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OX  GENEALOGICAL 
RESEARCHES. 


The  Committee  on  Genealogical  Researclies  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  have  the  honor  to  present  the  folhnv- 
ing,  as  their  Annual  Report : 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  observe  the  constantly  increasiiiL:- 
interest  in  genealogical  investigations,  and  the  very  rapidly  in- 
creasing facilities  which  every  passing  year  affords  for  thuir 
useful  and  intelligent  prosecution  ;  and  Ave  congratulate  the  So- 
ciety upon  the  work  accomplished  in  this  State  (chiefly  through 
its  influence  and  aid) ,  during  the  past  ten  years  ;  and  the  bril- 
liant prospect  of  success  and  increased  effort  in  the  future. 

We  learn,  with  great  satisfaction,  tliat  one  of  our  citizens  has 
in  contemplation,  the  preparation  of  a  Dictionary  of  Rhode 
Island  Genealogy,  on  the  plan  of  Savage's  New  England  Dic- 
tionary, but,  of  course,  coming  down  to  a  later  time;  whicli, 
from  what  we  know  of  its  proposed  author,  Ave  believe  will  l)c 
executed  in  the  most  faithful,  intelligent  and  accurate  manner, 
and  will  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to  students,  and  creditable  to 
its  author;  and  Avorthy  of  every  encouragement  by  the  Society, 
the  State  and  individuals.  The  modesty  of  tliis  gentleman  i)re- 
cludes  the  mention  of  his  name  at  this  time,  but  Ave  have  no 
hesitation  in  urging  on  all  Rhode-Islanders  a  generous  support, 
at  the  proper  time,  for  so  praiscAvorthy  an  object. 

We  are  happy  to  see,  on  the  shelves  of  this  Institution,  a 
large  accession  of  new  books  pertaining  to  this  department,  and 
trust  in  the  future  to  see  an  increase  of  works,  bearing  on  tlie 
title  pages  the  names  of  members  of  this  Society. 

We  take  leave  to  remind  members  and  others,  that  tliere  are, 
in  this  State,  two  mao-azines  devoted   i)artlv  to  this  object,  and 
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doing  in  an  humble  way  (^^^j)ro  bono  publico^''  without  hope  of 
<'ain),  some  useful  service  :  and  to  invite,  on  their  behalf,  such 
encouragement  as  articles  contributed,  strictly  historical  or  ge- 
nealogical, may  afford,  and  also  such  increase  of  subscriptions 
as  will  justify  improvement  in  quantity  of  matter,  and  in  style 
and  illustrations. 

Your  Committee  desire  to  express  their  sense  of  obligation 
to  the  Secretary  and  Librarian,  j\Ir.  Perry,  for  the  particular 
interest  he  has  always  shown  in  their  department,  and  for  the 
very  gi*eat  benefits  they  believe  the  Institution  has  derived  from 
liis  efficient  services. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Henry  E.  Turner,    Chairman^ 

For  the  Committee. 


EEPOET  OF  CO]\miTTEE  Qi^  THE  AMERICAN 
HISTORICAL   ASSOCIATION. 


Report  of  Dr.  Parsons,  as  a  delegate  to  a  meeting  in  Saratoga 
for  the  promotion  of  the  * 'American  Historical  Association." 

In  compliance  with  a  call,  signed  by  officers  of  the  American 
Social  Science  Association  and  by  three  eminent  Professors  of 
History,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Saratoga,  Sept.  9,  1884,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  an  American  Historical  Association.  It 
was  decided  to  make  a  separate  organization,  not  a  mere  depart- 
ment of  the  Social  Science  Association.  Its  object  is,  to  pro- 
mote historical  studies  in  this  country.  President  Andrew  D. 
White  of  Cornell  University  was  chosen  President  of  the  new 
organization.  Our  Society  was  represented  by  ]Mr.  AVilliam  B. 
^^  eeden,  who  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, and  by  Dr.  C.  AV.  Parsons. 
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Public  meetings  were  held  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  September  ; 
when  addresses  were  read  as  follows  : 

By  President  White  on  the  Relations  between  General  and 
Special  Historical  Studies  ;  by  Professor  C.  K.  Adams  of  Micli- 
igan  University,  on  Federal  Land-Grants  for  the  support  of 
higher  Education  in  the  Xorth-AYest ;  by  Professor  Moses  Coit 
Tyler,  .on  the  Influence  of  Thomas  Paine  on  the  Popular  Eeso- 
lution  for  American  Independence ;  by  Dr.  Austin  Scott  of 
Putgers  College,  on  the  Law  of  Constitutional  Development  in 
the  United  States.  These  papers  were  all  able  and  instructive, 
and  attracted  large  audiences. 

Private  meetings  were  also  held,  at  which  papers  were  read 
as  follows  :  By  Dr.  Edward  Channing  of  Harvard  Uni^'ersit^', 
on  the  Origin  of  Town-Government  in  the  Xew-England  Colo- 
nies ;  by  C.  II.  Li^ermore  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  on  the 
Founders  of  Xew  Haven  ;  by  Professor  Crane  of  Cornell  on  Xew 
Sources  of  German  History  in  the  ^Middle  Ages  ;  a  Peport  on 
the  progress  of  the  "Monumcnta  Germaniae  Ilistorica,"  by  Dr. 
Francke  of  Harvard  ;  and  on  the  Narrative  and  Critical  History 
of  America,  presented  by  its  Editor,  Mr.  Justin  Winsor. 

A  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  an  '*  American  Historical  So- 
ciety," founded  in  1835  at  AVashington,  was  received  witli  much  j 
interest.  That  society  was  short-lived.  Its  active  membershi})  \ 
was  confined  to  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  tliat  its  j 
national  appellation  was  a  misnomer.  : 


IJEPOllT  OF  COMMITTEP:  ox  deed  of  PAAVTUXET  LAXD5 


EEPOET  OF  COM]MITTEE  ON  THE  DEED  AND 
MAP  OF  PAWTUXET  LANDS. 


To  THE  Rhode  Island  HisTOiacAL  Society  : 

Of  the  old  deed  and  map  of  1G83,  referred  to  me  for  consid- 
eration, the  date  of  the  deed  only,  as  it  seems  to  me  is  of 
especial  interest ;  and  it  is  singular  that  it  has  not  heretofore 
been  noticed,  as  the  deed  is  recorded  in  Book  L,  pp.  260-261. 
But  the  hand-writing  of  Thomas  Olney,  town  clerk,  is  small, 
and  the  lines  close  together,  as  if  he  were  trying  to  comprise 
as  much  matter  as  possible  in  the  last  pages  of  the  book,  mak- 
ing it  difficult,  and  requiring  patience  to  read. 

The  deed  in  our  Cabinet  gives  the  reference  of  its  record 
erroneously  as  being  on  pages  160-161. 

The  date,  as  I  have  said,  is  of  especial  interest,  as  at  this 
date  the  deed  states  that  Eogcr  Williams  was  dead,  thus 
showing  an  approximation  of  fifteen  days  nearer  to  the  time  of 
his  death  than  has  heretofore  been  known.  Knowles's  ^lemoir 
(p.  354)  says,  he  died  between  January  16  and  May  10,  1683. 
AVe  now  know  by  the  date  of  this  deed,  that  he  died  between 
January  16  and  April  25.  In  other  respects  the  deed  and  map 
contain  little  of  historic  significance,  or  that  is  new  to  any  one 
conversant  with  the  town's  history.  To  go  fully  into  matters 
connected  with  the  time  to  which  tliey  relate,  would  be  but  to 
tell  the  old  story  of  tlie  cvcr-recurrini>-  contentions  amonir  tho 
proprietors  of  Providence  as  to  their  laud-rights  ;  and  to  tlie 
long  controversy  that  existed  between  Providence  and  Pawtuxet 
relative  to  the  bounds  between  them,  which  were  not  finally  de- 
termined till  1711.  All  which  are  sufficiently  related  by  our 
late  president  in  his  history  of  the  State.    The  map  referred  to, 
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is  merely  a  drawing- of  the  course  of  the  Wonasquatuckct  aii<l 
Pawtuxet  rivers,  and  defining  the  land  between  them,  and  on 
the  banks  of  both  rivers.  The  map  should  also  have  shown  the 
Pawtucket  or  Blackstone  river  to  have  included  all  that  AVilliam 
Harris  and  his  adherents  claimed  for  the  town  under  the  con- 
cession of  Miantinomo  of  "up  streams  without  limits."  The 
different  interpretation  put  upon  this  phrase  is  one — it  may  haw 
been  the  principal  —  cause  of  the  bitter  feud  that  long  existed 
betwixt  Williams  and  Harris  ;  Harris  contending  that  it  con- 
ferred an  absolute  title  to  all  the  land  up  to  the  sources  of  those 
rivers,  and  on  all  the  branches  leading  into  them,  while  Wil- 
liams held  it  to  be  a  mere  courtesy  of  the  Sachem,  which  gave 
permission  only  for  the  pasturage  of  their  cattle. 

Williams's  letter  on  tlie  subject  may  be  found  in  Ivnowles's 
Memoir,  pp.  409,  411. 

This  seems  all  I  need  say  of  the  deed  and  map. 

I  will,  however  (though  not  connected  with  the  matter  given 
me  to  consider,  still  is  of  some  interest),  allude  to  a  proposi- 
tion of  lioger  Williams  to  the  town  in  relation  to  Indian  lands, 
and  give  tlie  town's  answer  thereto  through  its  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Thomas  Olney,  Sr.,  William  Harris  and  Arthur 
Fenner.  The  clerk,  Thomas  Olney,  Jr.  was  directed  to  sign 
the  reply  in  belialf  of  the  town. 

Indians  were  still  upon  these  grounds,  claiming  still  to  have  j 

rights  there,  and  Williams  had  an  idea  of  a  plantation  at  Cow-  | 

eset,  or  in  tliat  region  ;  and  having  ascertained  tliat  the  siiui  of  ^ 

thirty  pounds  would   be   satisfactory  to  them   for   relinquishing  1 

their  claim,  with  his  ever-scrupulous  justice  towards  the  natives, 
proposed  to  raise  that  sum  for  them. 

This,  the  party  led  by  William  Harris  objected  to,  as  it  might 
prove  a  precedent  for  further  claims  to  land  the  town  had  ac- 
quired of  their  former  Sachems. 

The  committee,  however,  would  not  object  to  giving  them  a 
gratuity,  to  quiet  their  claims,  which  should  not  form  a  prece- 
dent, and  not  create  in  them  a  notion  tliat  they  still  had  rights 
in  the  land. 
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Williams's  proposition  is  of  date  October  27,  1660,  and  is 
addressed  to  his  '* Loving  friends  and  Neighbours;"  assembled 
probably  under  the  spreading  branches  of  some  **eminent  tree," 
on  the  town  street. 

I  will  not  read  his  proposition,  as  it  may  be  found  in  Knowle^'s 
Memoirs,  p.  404. 

The  reply  of  the  committee  I  will  read,  as  I  have  not  seen 
it  in  print.     It  is  as  follows  : 

**The  lands  upon  Moshassuck  and  Wonasquatucket,  are  ours 
already,  and  when  we  plant  we  will  agree  with  the  Indians 
either  to  remove  or  to  fence  : 

"2d.  Where  as  you  say  the  Indians  have  subjected  to  tlie 
Bay,  we  say  tlicy  were  subject  to  the  Xanhoggansett  Sachems 
wlien  you  bouglit  the  lands  which  we  now  have  and  yourself 
pro})ose  to  buy,  and  we  know  if  we  let  go  our  true  hold  already 
attained,  we  shall  (if  not  ourselves,  yet  our  posterity)  smart 
for  it ;  and  we  conceive  that  we  do  truly  understand  what  your- 
self doth  not,  and  if  your  apprehension  take  place,  as  we  hope 
it  never  will,  in  those  your  proposals,  we  happily  may  see  what 
we  conceive  you  desire  not,  the  ruin  of  what  you  have  given 
Name  to  (viz.)  poor  Providence. 

"As  for  the  natives  complaining,  we  have  not  yet  wronged 
them  any  further  tlian  satisfaction,  that  we  know  of,  nor  shall 
not ;  what  tlieir  wrongs  to  us  are,  we  have  hitherto  rather 
smothered  than  complained  ;  yet  we  nuist  tell  you  that  we  shall 
not  be  averse  to  any  fair  gratuity,  either  to  take  them  oil  their 
fields  or  otherwise ;  always  having  respect  unto  the  Art  of  the 
Sachems  whom  you  have  formerly  so  honoured  : 
And  herein  if  you  can  accomjilish,  we  shall  be  ready  to  assist 
with  further  pay  upon  our  former  grounds  ;  otherwise  we  shall 
not  meddle  and  forbid  any  to  do. 

"Thus  in  love  tho'  in  brief  returned,  we  rest  your  Neigh- 
bours." 

I  have  said  the  town  meeting  was  probably  under  some  "emi- 
nent tree."    At  a  town  meeting  of  date  od  Nov.,  1655,  it  was 
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**Ordered  that  the  publication  of  marriage,  shall,  under  the  IhukI 
of  a  magistrate,  be  set   upon   some   eminent  tree,  in  the  tow 
street,  after  which  publication  the  marriage  sliall  be  lawful  aft 
a  fortnight,  if  no  exception  come  Avithin  that  fortnight  time  : 

''That  in  extraordinary  cases  Persons  may  in  a  shorter  time 
procure  and  purchase  a  Town  meeting,  where  there  may  hv 
publication." 

John  Andreavs  Hoaveaxd. 

January  13,  1885. 


I!  ; 

j 

or  i 

I 


PliOCUKATOR'S  EEPOET. 


Newport,  11.  I.,  eTanuary  3,   1885. 

To  THE  President  and  Me^^ibers  of  the  Kiiode  Island 
Historical  Society  : 

It  is  pleasant  to  state  that  there  has  been  a  marked  ini])ro>  e- 
ment  in  the  interest  in  historical  matters  in  Xewi)ort,  and  par- 
ticularly in  local  history.  Evidence  of  tliis  is  found  in  the  ready 
response  to  an  ap])eal  made  a  few  months  ago,  for  means  to 
purchase  and  restore  the  old  Sabbatarian  Church  on  Barney 
street,  a  building  that  has  an  interesting  history,  for  it  wa^ 
erected  in  1729,  the  second  period  of  Coh^nial  arcliitecture. 
The  society  that  worshiped  here  claimed  to  be  the  oldest  Sabba- 
tarian, and  the  fifth  Baptist  clmrcli  in  America.  The  deed  was 
taken  in  the  name  of  Arnold  Collins,  goldsmith,  a  member  of 
the  society,  and  tlie  father  of  Henry  Collins,  a  prominent  citizen 
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in  his  day.  The  exterior  of  the  building  is  severely  plain,  but 
in  the  interior  there  is  some  of  the  best  work  of  the  period. 
The  details  of  the  pulpit  are  worthy  of  attention,  and  the  stairs 
hading  to  it  are  richer  and  more  delicately  wrought  than  in  any 
other  instance  in  Xewport.  The  tablets  on  the  wall,  back  of 
tlie  pulpit,  were  ])resented  to  the  society  by  Deacon  John  Tan- 
ner, in  1773,  and  through  all  these  years  the  lettering  ren>ains 
Ijri^ht  and  clear.  Below  the  Decalogue  there  is  this  text,  from 
Komans  iii.,  31.  "Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  through 
i'aitli?     God  forbid  :  yea,  we  establish  the  law." 

Opposite  the  pulpit,  on  the  front  of  the  gallery,  there  is  a 
clock  in  running  order,  made  by  William  Claggett,  who  made 
the  clock  in  Trinity  Church  steeple,  and  whose  time-pieces  arc 
sought  after  and  valued  by  collectors. 

The  building  when  purchased  by  the  Historical  Society  was 
no  lono^er  weather-tiixht,  and  was  fast  S'oin":  to  decay.  The 
Connnittee  to  whom  was  assigned  the  work  of  restoring  it  and 
putting  it  into  habitable  order,  faithfully  adhered  to  the  original 
details,  the  only  departure  being  the  removal  of  the  pews,  to 
give  the  necessary  floor-room  for  the  use  of  the  Society. 

As  soon  as  the  building  was  ready  for  occupation,  the  archives 
of  the  Society  were  removed  from  the  Redwood  Library  to  the 
new  quarters,  where  they  are  now  accessible,  and  the  hall  is 
opened  daily,  and  on  one  evening  of  each  week.  A  slip-cata- 
logue has  been  made,  and  a  further  effort  will  be  made  to  have 
it  ])rinted.  It  embraces  357  bound  volumes,  1074  pamphlets, 
2200  unbound  copies  of  the  Newport  ]\Iercury,  9  bound  volumes 
of  the  same  paper,  500  copies  of  other  newspapers,  300  alma- 
nacs, including  complete  files  from  1742  to  1870,  and  411 
nianuscripts. 

To  still  further  advance  the  cause  and  insure  a  deeper  interest 
in  historical  research,  it  is  i)roposcd  to  have  papers  read  and 
addresses  at  regular  monthly  meetings. 

Respectfully, 

Geokge  C.  Mason, 

Procurator. 
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REPOETS  OF  ERASTUS  RICHARDSON  AND 
REV.  E.  M.  PORTER. 


To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  undersigned  hereby  reports  and  sends  the  following  named 
documents  : 

1.  Orighial  Deed  of  land  now  m  the  centre  of  Woonsockct, 
from  Seth  Chapin  of  Mendon,  Suffolk  County,  IVIass.,  to  Jolui 
Arnold  of  Providence,  in  the  Colony  of  Rliode  Island,  Jan.  4, 
1742.  Witnessed  by  Ephraim  Chapin  and  Josiah  Chapin. 
See  p.    17,   Richardson's  History  of  Woonsocket. 

2.  Original  Deed,  dated  Dec.  20,  1G61,  of  seven  and  a 
half  acres  of  land  in  Providence,  from  James  ^latteson  to  «John 
Whipple;  witnessed  by  Thomas  Olney,  Jr.,  and  elohn  Brown. 
Contributed  by  Moses  Roberts. 

3.  Original  Enlistment  Roll  of  Co.  B,  Third  R.  I.  Regi- 
ment, Aug.  19,  1861.  Contributed  by  Col.  L.  C.  Tourtel- 
lot,  Woonsocket. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Erastus  Richardson, 

Procurator. 
Woonsocket,  Jan.  7,  1885. 


The  Rev.  E.  H.  Porter,  Procurator  for  Pawtucket,  sent  sev- 
eral recent  town  rej)orts  of  Pawtucket  with  a  note  requesting 
that  tliese  contributions  be  received  as  liis  report  for  the  year 
1884-5. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  laith  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1884. 
Jan.     5.     To  cash  on  hand.  ....... 

.Mar.    I.  Donation  from  Rev.  F.  Dennison,    .... 

1885. 
Jan.   12.  Taxes  from  220  members,        ..... 

do.     overdue  from  9  members,      .... 

Fees  for  admission  from  1 6  members. 

Sale  of  books  and  pamphlets,  .         .        ^         . 

Library  Committee, 


$26 

10 

2 

CX> 

660 

00 

27 

00 

80 

00 

27 

50 

22 

17 

$154  80 


^844  77 

Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  ivith  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1884. 
May  17.     Kellogg  Printing  Co.  for  printing  Report  of  1883-S4, 
and  books  bought  at  the  Cooke  sale, 
1885. 
Jan,  12.     Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor, 

Postage,  Meetings,  Express  and  Printing, 
Library  Committee,       .... 

Buildings  and  Grounds, 

Magazines,    ...... 

Cash  on  hand,       ..... 

There  is  on  deposit  in  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust 
Co.,  Seventy-five  and  37-100  dollars. 


252 

02 

188 

67 

98 

05 

64 

86 

II 

00 

75 

37 

$844  77 


Kxamined  the  above  account  and  found  it  correct. 


RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 


Pkoxidknce,  January  12,  18S5. 


John  P.  Walker, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Barrows, 

A  tidit  Co  mm  it  tee. 
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LIFE  MEMBEESHIP  FUND. 


Dr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  iyi  account  7vith  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1884. 
Jan.     5.     Cash  on  hand,      ........  $icxx)  00 

Apr.  14.     Henry  G.  Russell, 50  00 

July     I.     Interest  from  Providence    Institution  for  Savings   for 

January  and  July,  1884, 40  90 

$1090  90 

Cr.  Richmond  P.  Everett,   Treasurer,  in  account  xvith  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1885. 
Jan.  12.     Cash  on  hand,       .        ^         .....         .  $1090  90 

There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  Institution  for 
Savings  Ten  Hundred  and  Ninety  and  90-100  dollars. 


$1090  90 

RICHMOND  P.  EVERETT, 

Treasurer. 

Examined  the  above  account  and  found  it  correct. 

John  P.  Wai.kkr, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Bakrows, 

Audit  Committee. 
Providence,  January  12,  1885. 
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PUBLICATION  ACCOUNT. 


Dr.  Richviond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  loitk  ike  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 


1885. 

Jan.  12. 

Received  subscriptions  from — 
John  P.  Walker, 
William  Goddard,     . 
William  Gammell, 
Dr.  Ariel  Ballou, 
Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons, 
James  Tillinghast, 
Sullivan  Dorr, 
Benjamin  F.  Thurston, 
Henr)'  C.  Cranston, 
Royal  C.  Taft,      . 
Thomas  Vernon, 
Francis  W.  Carpenter,  . 
Frederick  Isl.  Ballou,    . 
William  B.  Weeden,    . 
Zephaniah  Williams,     . 
Henry  I.ippitt, 
James  Burdick, 
John  H.  Stiness,    . 

• 

$100  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
20  00 
lo  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 

$370  00 

Cr.  Richviond  P.  Everett,  Treasurer,  in  account  ivith  the  Rhode  Island 

Historical  Society. 
1885. 
Jan.  12.     Cash  on  hand, .         .  37000 

There  is  deposited  in  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital  Trust 
Co.,  this  day,  Jan.  12,  18S5,  Three  Hundred  and  Seventy 

dollars.  

$370  00 


Examined  this  account  and  found  it  correct. 


PkoviDENCK,  January  12,  1885. 


RICHMOND  P.  EVERETP, 

Treasurer, 

John  P.  W.\lkkk, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Barrows, 

Audit  Committee. 
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NECROLOGY. 


Albert  Goriiam  Angell  died  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  January 
11,  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years  and  fifteen  months.  He  was 
directly  descended  from  Thomas  Angell,  who  w^as  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Providence.  He  was  born  in  Provident.-e, 
December  27,  1823,  and  was  the  son  of  Enos  and  Catherine 
(Gorham)  Angell.  In  connection  with  his  elder  brother,  the 
late  William  G.  Angell,  lie  was  one  of  the  founders  of  tlie 
Eagle  Screw  Company,  which  w^as  established  in  Providence  in 
1838.  Of  this  company,  his  brother  was  made  the  treasurer 
and  he  himself  was  made  the  agent.  In  1860  this  compan}' 
was  merged  in  the  American  Screw  Company  witli  a  capital  o\' 
a  million  of  dollars,  and  in  this  new  company  he  was  continueil 
as  the  business  agent  wdiile  his  brother  was  made  the  president. 
This  situation  he  held  till  1876,  when  he  withdrew  from  the 
service  of  the  company.  A  few  years  later  he  removed  to 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  established  there  the  Dayton  Screw  Com- 
pany, which  has  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous  industries 
of  that  city.  Of  this  company  he  was  made  president  and  he 
conducted  its  affairs  w4th  singidar  energy  and  success  to  the  end 
of  his  life.  He  married  Octavia  T.  Jones  who  survives  him 
with  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

He  became  a  life  member  of  this  Society  in  1875,  and  was 
much  interested  in  the  objects  which  it  is  designed  to  promote. 

Amos  De Forest  Lockwood,  the  son  of  Captain  Benoni 
and  Phebe  (Greene)  Lockwood,  was  born  in  Pawtuxet,  R.  I., 
October  30,  1811.  He  came  of  an  ancestory  coeval  with  our 
State ;  claiming  descent  from  Poger  AVilliams  on  the  maternal 
side,  and  on  the  father's  side  from  Abraham  Lockwood  who  set- 
tled in  Warwick  about  1690.  The  Greenes  of  Warwick  were 
also  among  his  ancestors. 
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One  of  ten  children;  lie  left  home  at  the  age  of  sixteen  to 
find  employment  in  Rchoboth,  where  he  lived  four  years  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  knowledge  of  cotton-manufacturing 
■which  he  followed  up  in  the  employ  of  Almy,  Brown  &  Slater 
at  Slatersville.  During  the  rest  of  his  long  and  valuable  life 
he  was  identified  with  the  extension  of  this  industry  from  Maine 
to  Georgia,  and  in  the  department  of  mill-engineering  there  was 
no  one  whose  advice  was  so  much  sought. 

After  a  residence  of  twenty-one  years  in  Slatersville  and  five 
years  in  Danielsonville,  Connecticut,  Mr.  Lockwood  removed 
with  his  family  to  Lewiston,  Maine,  where  he  made  his  home 
for  twelve  years.  Actively  engaged  in  constantly  increasing 
business,  Mr.  Lockwood  was  largely  instrumental  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  Lewiston  ;  and  here,  as  in  other  places  of  his 
abode,  he  was  not  content  with  the  groAvth  of  its  material  re- 
sources alone,  but  took  an  active  part  in  all  that  related  to  the 
moral,  intellectual  and  spiritual  condition  of  society  ;  so  that, 
while  filling  the  highest  business  positions,  he  also  occupied  most 
responsible  offices  of  trust  in  literary  and  religious  corporations 
of  which  he  was  a  member.  To  every  interest  with  which  he 
was  associated  he  brought  the  same  high  sense  of  honor,  the 
same  sterling  integrity ;  and  in  every  official  position  the  most 
faithfid  and  conscientious  attention  to  duty  was  his  marked  char- 
acteristic. His  successful  life,  unimpeached  in  its  integrity  and 
unsullied  by  a  blot,  bears  testimony  to  his  ability  and  fidelity. 

With  all  his  devotion  to  business,  Mr.  Lockwood  always  had 
leisure  for  proper  demands  of  social  intercourse,  for  whicli  he 
was  eminently  qualified  ;  and  no  one  who  had  the  pi*i^  ilego  of 
liis  friendship  can  ever  forget  his  courteous  deportment,  his 
genial  manner  or  his  conunanding  presence.  Of  a  consistent 
Christian  life,  he  was  foremost  in  every  good  word  and  work  in 
the  Congregationid  Chiu'ch  of  which  he  was  a  member  from 
early  youth  ; — a  profession  which  he  adorned  both  by  precept 
and  example. 
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In  1873  lie  came  with  his  family  to  Providence,  where  lie  re- 
sided until  his  death,  after  an  illness  of  but  three  days,  on  the 
sixteenth  of  January,  1884. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1835,  Mr.  Lockwood  married  ^II.<.-. 
Sarah  F.  Deming  of  Boston,  Mass.,  who  survives  him  together 
with  two  daughters,  Mrs.  John  AV.  Danielson  and  Miss  Amelin 
DeF.  Lockwood. 

George  Whitman  Danielson,  editor  of  the  Providence 
Journal,  died  in  Providence,  i\Iarch  25,  1884,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years  and  eleven  months.  lie  was  born  in  Killingly, 
Conn.,  April  26,  1829  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Whitman 
and  Lucy  ^laria  (Prince)  Danielson.  On  his  father's  side  he  wa< 
descended  from  Jacob  Whitman  of  Providence,  a  large  ov.ner 
of  real  estate  near  the  junction  of  Westminster  and  Weybos^et 
streets.  His  youth  was  passed  in  his  native  town,  and  in  its 
schools  he  received  whatever  education  he  derived  from  teachers. 
He  was  early  attracted  to  the  business  of  printing  and  learned 
something  of  the  art  in  the  office  of  the  newspaper  of  his  native 
village.  He  came  to  Providence  in  1845  and  worked  for  a  time 
on  several  of  the  minor  newspapers  here.  After  a  short-lived 
experiment  as  a  newspaper  publisher  in  Killingly,  he  returned 
to  Providence  and  here  spent  tlie  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  oc- 
cupation for  which  he  had  shown  such  decided  preference  and  in 
which  he  was  destined  to  achieve  such  eminent  success.  In  1859 
he  established  in  Providence  the  Evening  Press  in  company 
with  Mr.  Albert  K.  Cooke,  but  in  1802  he  withdrew  from  its 
management  and  sold  his  interest  in  the  property  to  his  partner. 
Soon  after  this  event  he  was  invited  by  Messrs.  Knowles  Sz  An- 
thony, the  proprietors  of  the  Providence  Journal,  to  become  a 
partner  with  them  in  the  ownership  and  management  of  that 
l^aper,  and  he  entered  his  new  sphere  of  labor  on  January  1, 
1803. 

The  Journal  had  already  acquired  distinction  among  the 
newspapers  of  New  England  under  the  management  of  its  early 
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editor,  Mr.  Anthony.  This  distinction  Iiad  been  well  main- 
tained after  jSIr.  Anthony's  election  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  in  1859,  by  Mr.  James  B.  Angell,  who  had  been  a  Pro- 
fessor in  Brown  University  and  is  now  the  accomplished  head 
of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Danielson  though  not  a 
practiced  writer,  yet  knew  how  to  make  vigorous  paragTaphs  and 
was  ftimiliar  with  the  entire  business  of  printing  and  publishing 
a  newspaper.  He  thus  brought  executive  skill  and  energy  to 
the  office.  Selected  and  summoned  to  his  assistance  a  circle 
of  practiced  and  accomplished  writers  of  various  tastes  and 
acquirements  who  in  accordance  with  his  general  plans  dis- 
cussed in  brief  and  well-executed  articles  the  questions  of  the 
time.  He  also  infused  new  enterprise  into  the  paper  by  estab- 
lishing places  for  its  sale  in  different  parts  of  the  city  and  in 
several  villages  in  every  part  of  the  State.  It  acquired  a  new 
importance  as  an  advertising  medium,  and  before  the  first  month 
of  his  management  was  ended  the  Evening  Bulletin  made  its 
daily  appearance  as  a  reduced  edition  of  the  Journal  with  all 
the  news  of  the  day  superadded. 

These  arrangements  for  conducting  the  business  on  a  greatly 
enlarged  plan  were  all  the  work  of  Mr.  Danielson.  He  saw 
clearly  the  demand  which  existed  and  he  determined  to  meet  it 
without  delay.  The  Journal  immediately  assumed  a  new  im- 
portance. The  intense  excitement  of  the  civil  war  and  the 
constantly  recurring  eagerness  for  the  latest  news  from  the  dis- 
tant fields  of  battle,  greatly  assisted  in  promoting  the  success  of 
the  enterprise,  and  the  Evening  Bulletin  innnediately  became 
a  necessity  of  the  people  at  the  close  of  every  day.  Mr.  Danielson 
almost  alone  carried  on  the  work  of  manaij-infr  and  coutrollini'' 
these  two  daily  papers  for  a  period  of  more  than  twenty-one 
years.  They  were  years  of  well-nigh  ceaseless  toil,  and  of 
responsibility  such  as  no  one  but  a  man  of  extraordinary  phys- 
ical and  mental  strengi:h  could  have  endured.  By  the  necessities 
of  his  position  he  became  not  only  a  power  in  the  politics  of  the 
city  and   of  the  State,  but  also  in   a  far   broader  sense,  a  guide 
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and  a  former  of  public  opinion  on  all  the  great  questions  of  tin- 
time.  The  opportunities  thus  crowded  upon  him  he  aimed  to 
use  for  Avhat  he  deemed  the  public  interest  and  so  far  as  possi- 
ble without  inJTuy  to  the  riglits  of  individuals  ;  and  his  course 
received  the  general  approval  of  the  public.  The  influence 
which  he  thus  wielded  was  very  widely  felt  and  often  resisted 
by  others,  but  by  him  it  was  seldom  misused  and  never  prosti- 
tuted to  any  personal  ends  of  his  own.  He  had  no  political 
aspirations  to  gratify.  His  single  aim  was  to  make  the  eTouKXAL 
such  a  paper  as  would  meet  the  wants  of  the  community.     In  i 

doing  this  he  spared  no  expense  as  its  publisher  and  no  labor  or  | 

watchfulness  as  its  editor  ;   and  in  this  twofold  capacity  he  gave  j 

to  it  the  greater  part  of  every  twenty-four  hours  almost  without 
respite   or  relaxation   of  any  kind.      Such  unremitted  labor  of  \ 

both   body  and   mind  was  more  than  the  human   or^-anism   was  ' 

made  to  endure.     The  end  came  with  fearful  suddenness.      Al-  j 

most  without  premonition  he  was  smitten  with  paralysis,  and  j 

after  two   days  of  unconsciousness  he  ceased  to  breathe.  ; 

He  was  a  man  of  great  kindness,  though  of  great  positive- 
ness  in  his  opinions  ;  he  was  always  thoughtful  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  those  wliom  he  employed,  and  delighted  to  promote 
by  his  favor  as  an  editor  and  his  liberality  as  a  citizen,  the  insti- 
tutions of  charity  and  beneficence  which  exist  in  the  State. 
He  became  identified  with  several  business  enterprises  of  the  city 
and  was  an  active  member  and  for  many  years  president  of  the 
New  England  Press  Association.  He  became  a  member  of  tlie 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  in  1881.  In  January,  1881,  he 
married  Rosa  F.  Peckliam,  daughter  of  Dr.  F.  H.  Pcckham 
of  Providence,  who  survives  him  with  two  children. 

Alexandeu  Faiinu^i  was  the  son  of  Darius  D.  Farnum,  of 
Waterford  in  the  town  of  Blackstouc,  ^lass.,  and  was  born 
there,  Jidy  18,  1830.  He  attended  tlie  University  Grammar 
Scliool  in  Providence,  and  ("graduated  witli  liiirli  lionors  at  Brown 
Universitv  in   1852.       He  resided  in  I^'ovidcnce   throuijh  his 
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whole  business  life  ;  being  engaged  in  trade  in  cotton  till  tlie 
vcar  18G5.  Always  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  politics, 
be  was  a  member  of  tbe  General  Assembly,  18()4-65,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  1865.  He  subse- 
quently held  many  offices  of  trust  in  connection  with  financial 
institutions,  for  which  he  Ayas  admirably  fitted  by  ability,  knowl- 
edge, integrity  and  tact.  In  1877,  he  was  chosen  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  in  1881,  President,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
Trust  Company,  and  held  the  latter  oflBce  till  his  death. 

!Mr.  Farnum  was  a  most  useful  citizen,  interested  in  all  that 
concerned  the  intellectual  and  educational  welfare  of  the  city  in 
w^hich  he  liyed,  faithfnl  to  eyery  trust,  equipped  with  yarious 
and  accurate  knowledge,  endo\\'ed  with  rapid  and  keen  percc])- 
tiye  powers,  quick  and  positiye  in  decision.  He  was  for  seyeral 
years  a  member  of  the  School  Conmiittee.  He  w^as  a  Directoi* 
and  member  of  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Proyidence  Athe- 
naeum for  almost  twenty  years,  was  chosen  its  Vice-President  in 
1870,  and  President  in  1882.  He  was  a  Trustee  of  the  Provi- 
dence Public  Librar}"  from  the  year  1875  ;  was  its  Treasurer 
and  chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
For  oflfices  like  these  he  was  exceptionally  ^vell  qualified,  not 
only  by  his  good  judgment,  and  those  delightful  personal  qual- 
ities which  made  it  a  pleasure  to  cooperate  with  him,  but  es- 
pecially by  his  knowledge  of  finances  and  of  books.  He  was  a 
diligent  reader,  a  special  student  of  bibliography,  and  a  large 
collector.  His  library  was  one  of  the  richest  in  a  city  noted  for 
its  private  libraries  ;  it  was  strong  in  poetry  and  the  drama,  in 
literary  history  and  bibliography,  in  antiquarianism,  and  illus- 
trated works  on  the  fine  arts.  It  contained  the  choicest  editions, 
and  of  English  classics  numerous  editions.  It  is  well  described 
in  General  Rogers's  work  on  the  Private  Libraries  of  Provi- 
dence. 

Mr.  Farniun  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1882,  and 
was  inunediately  placed  on  the  Committee  of  Publications.     In 
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December,  he  read  a  paper  before  the  Society  on  the  public 
life  and  political  genius  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

He  married  in  1853  Charlotte  B.  Ormsbee,  daughter  of 
Captain  John  H.  Ormsbee.  His  widow  and  four  childRii 
survive  him. 

After  several  attacks  of  paralytic  nature,  Avliich  too  surelv 
betokened  some  serious  lesion  of  the  brain,  for  which  in  1^^?) 
he  visited  Europe  with  temporary  benefit,  he  died  j\Iay  11 , 
1884. 

*'In  private  and  social  life  Mr.  Farnum  was  admired  and 
loved  alike  for  his  personal  virtues  and  his  brilliant  talents,  for 
his  courteous  manners  and  his  kindly  and  genial  temper  ;  when- 
he  was  best  known  he  was  most  highly  valued  and  best  honored 
and  loved,  and  among  his  intimate  literary  companions  and 
friends  he  was  always  a  choice  spirit  of  their  circle." 

HexPvY  Bowen  Anthony,  LL.D.  died  in  Providence,  Sep- 
tember second,  1884,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years  and  five  | 
months.  He  was  the  son  of  William  and  Mary  Kinnicntf  i 
(Greene)  Anthony  of  Coventry  and  was  born  in  that  town.  ] 
April  1,  1815.  His  early  education  was  accpiired  at  the  best  j 
schools  and  he  graduated  at  BroAvn  University  in  1833,  aud  ] 
received  there  the  honorarv  de^'ree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  in  1872. 
His  youthful  tastes  were  refined  and  literary,  and  he  early  began 
to  write  for  the  magazines  of  the  day  and  also  for  the  Provi- 
dence Journal,  which  was  then  under  the  control  of  his  kins- 
man, George  W.  Jackson.  In  1838  he  became  the  editor  ot 
the  Journal  and  formed  a  partnership  with  its  proprietors  under 
the  name  of  Knowles,  Vose  &  Anthony,  and  though  he  subse- 
quently ceased  to  be  editor-in-chief,  his  proprietorship  was 
greatly  enlarged  and  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life.  His 
partners  were  practical  j)rinters  while  he  controlled  the  literary 
character  and  the  political  t(me  of  the  paper. 

Though  ]\Ir.  Antlumy  was  now  only  twenty-three  years  ot' 
age,  his  work  inunediatcly  gave  assiu-ancc  of  the  distinguished 
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success  which  he  was  ere  long  to  achieve.  The  Free-suffrage 
;i"-It:itions  which  very  soon  began  to  threaten  the  peace  and 
order  of  tlie  State  imposed  on  the  conductor  of  the  leading  news- 
paper a  task  of  unusual  labor  and  responsibility.  The  struggle 
became  involved  in  the  politics  of  adjoining  States  and  in  its  suc- 
cessive pliases  it  lasted  for  several  years.  The  party  of  order 
and  law  leaned  on  the  Providence  Journal  for  guidance  and 
^u[)port  to  an  extent  never  before  witnessed  in  the  history  of  the 
State.  Its  youthful  editor  became  known  as  a  person  of  import- 
ance in  the  homes  of  the  people.  Such  was  tlie  estimation  in 
in  which  his  services  at  this  time  were  held  by  leading  citizens, 
that  a  costly  testimonial  in  recognition  of  them,  in  the  form  of 
several  handsome  pieces  of  silver,  was  presented  to  him.  These 
services  also  secured  for  the  Jouhxal  the  place  among  Amer- 
ican newspapers  which  it  has  ever  since  retained. 

In  1849  Mr.  Anthony  was  chosen  Governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
tlie  Whig  party  being  at  the  time  in  the  ascendancy  in  the  State, 
and  was  again  chosen  in  1850.  He  might  liave  been  chosen 
tor  other  terms  but  he  declined  to  become  a  candidate  again. 
lie  had  had  no  previous  experience  in  public  positions  of  any 
kind,  but  he  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  with  great  fidelity 
and  also  with  dignity  and  grace.  His  administration  was  highly 
acceptable  to  the  people  of  the  State,  and  the  manner  in  which 
lie  presided  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  Grand  Committee  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature,  gave  presage  of  the  eminence  he  was 
to  attain  as  a  presiding  officer  in  the  American  Senate  and  as  a 
leading  authority  in  Parliamentary  law.  The  duties  of  the  office 
did  not  seriously  interrupt  his  work  as  an  editor,  and  on  his  lay- 
ing them  aside  the  management  of  the  JouitXAL  again  became 
his  sole  occupation.  A  few  years  later  he  spent  six  or  seven 
months  in  a  brief  visit  to  Europe,  which  was  almost  the  only 
ej)i6ode  of  entire  leisure  in  his  professional  or  even  in  his  pub- 
lic life. 

In  1858  he  was  chosen  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  to 
bucceed  the  Hon.  Philip   Allen,  whose  term  was  to  expire  in 
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March,  1859,  and  lie  took  his  scat  at  tlie  meeting  of  Congre.s> 
in   December,   in   the   administration   of  President   Buchanan,     j 
This  seat  he  continued  to  hold  by  five  successive  elections  to  tlu-    j 
end  of  his  life,  and  his  fifth  term  would  not   huve   expired    till     1 
March  4,  1889.     Had  he  lived  to  complete  it,  his  period  of  j 
vice  in  the  Senate  would  have  been  thirty  years,  a  period  whic 
has  been  attained  only  by  jNIr.  Benton  of  ^Missouri.     The  year< 
he  spent  there  embrace  the  most  eventful  and  critical  portion  of 
later  American  history.    They  witnessed  the  sectional  agitations     I 
which  preceded  the  war  of  Secession,  the  long  and  bitter  agonies      1 
which  that   dreadful  strife   brought   upon  the  nation,  and  the      | 
complete  restoration    of    the  Union   on   the   basis  of    absolute      | 
freedom  for  all  the  people  of  the  country.     In  all  the  diversi-      | 
fied  legislation  which  secured  this  triumphant  result  he  bore  an      j 
honorable  and  conspicuous  part  and  was  intimately  associated       | 
both  in  counsel  and  in  action  with  the  foremost  statesmen,  who.       j 
whether  in  the  Cabinet  or  in  Congress,  shaped  the  legislation  of       ! 
that  eventful  period.     He  was  never  an  extreme  partizan.     He       | 
always  extended  the  courtesies  of  good  breeding  and  the  ameni-       j 
ties  of  social  intercourse  to  those  to  whom  in  political  action  he 
was  most   opposed.     As   years   went  on   he   became  a  favorite 
among  Senators  and  was  thus  often  able  to  secure  results  which 
might  not  have  been  accorded  to  others.      On  entering  the  Sen- 
ate he  was  assigned  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  in  which 
he   continued  to  serve  to  the  end   of  his  life  ;  and  for  twenty 
years  of  this  period  he  was  its  chairman.     He  was  also  attached 
to  the  Senate  Connnittee  on  Naval  xVffairs  for  a  period  of  almost 
equal  length  and  was  repeatedly  offered  the  })lace  of  chairman, 
Avhicli  he  miiformly  declined.     He  was  four  times  chosen  Presi- 
dent j9?'o  tempore  of  the  Senate,  a  position  which  he  filled  with 
unusual  success  and  was  recognized  as  an  authority  of  the  very 
first  order  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  deliberative  proceedings. 
He  was  again  honored  with  this  distinction  at  the  oi)ening  of  the 
session  in  1883,  but  he  declined  it  because  of  his  failing  health. 
It  was  not  the  habit  of  Mr.  Anthony  frequently  to  engage  in 
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tlie  debates  of  the  Senate.  He  had  been  trained  to  the  use  of 
the  pen  rather  than  to  the  practice  of  unwritten  speech.  But 
whenever  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  explain  the  measures 
he  brouglit  forward,  he  spoke  Avith  force  and  effect  and  generally 
secured  their  adoption,  while  on  occasions  of  ceremony  he  had 
few  equals  in  the  grace  and  winning  power  of  his  addresses. 
lie  never  permitted  a  word  of  disparagement  or  of  imputation 
of  any  kind  to  be  uttered  against  Ehode  Island  or  its  institu- 
tions without  showing  his  poAver  of  scathing  rebuke  and  his 
readiness  at  all  times  to  vindicate  her  character  and  good  name. 
Xo  public  man  of  his  time  was  more  faithful  to  the  interests  and 
the  reputation  of  his  native  State,  He  secured  for  her  many 
important  advantages  and  was  singularly  devoted  to  the  interests 
and  the  prosperity  of  her  people.  They  in  return  delighted  to 
honor  him.  Plis  repeated  elections  to  the  Senate  were  in  full 
accordance  with  their  preference  and  were  made  almost  without 
<»j)position. 

a\Jr.  Anthony  was  unusually  familiar  with  Khode  Island 
history  as  he  often  had  occasion  to  show,  both  in  his  labors  as 
un  editor  and  his  services  as  a  Senator.  The  Providence 
♦lournal  has  ahvays  been  an  exponent  of  the  history  of  the 
State  and  has  taken  frequent  occasions  to  correct  false  impres- 
Mons  concerning  it.  The  speeches  of  our  late  Senator,  however, 
sliow  something  more  than  an  incidental  acquaintance  with  our 
historical  past.  His  knowledge  of  it  was  not  gathered  for  })ar- 
ticular  occasions ;  it  was  stored  away  in  his  mind  and  always 
ready  for  use  and  he  delighted  in  an  opportunity  to  draw  from  it 
111  explaining  the  principles  which  underlie  our  institutions  and 
n\  celebrating  the  exalted  characters  or  the  heroic  deeds  of  any 
of  our  people.  He  had  been  a  member  of  this  Society  since 
1^3(),  a  longer  period,  with  a  single  exception,  than  any  one 
^vhosc  name  is  now  on  its  rolls.  Though  in  recent  years  he 
^ehloni  attended  its  meetings,  he  took  frequent  occasion  to  ex- 
pi'cfjs  his  interest  in  its  prosperity  and  its  work  witli  which  he 
^vus  in  the  fullest  sympathy. 
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But  he  was  not  merely  a  irian  of  public  affairs,  devoted  to  tlic 
politics  of  the  State  and  the  nation.     He  had  an  inner  life  ol'       \ 
thought  and  sentiment  all  his  own  and  his  whole  nature  was  full        j 
of  gentleness  and  kindness.      He  was  a  very  genial  companion.        j 
a  favorite  in  cultivated  society  and  a  votary  of  elegant  litera-        j 
ture.      Several  years  ago  he  became  the  possessor  of  one  of  tlic        | 
rarest  collections  of  American  Poetry  extant,  to  which  he  made 
numerous  additions.     His  library  always  contained  the  works 
of  the  best  authors  and  his  home  was  hospitable  and  attractive. 
The  most  eminent  men  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  Cabinet  were 
amono'  his  intimate  friends  and  the  touchinii;  eulogies  wliicli  have 
just  been  spoken  by  his  fellow-senators   at  the   Capitol,  attest 
alike  the  personal  and  the  public  estimation  in  which  they  held        i 
him.      Even  the  manner  in    which  he  disposed  of  his   hand- 
some  estate   in    his   last   will   and    testament   shoAvs    alike   his 
thoughtful   kindness  for  his  friends  and  his  regard  for  the  insti-         i 
tutions  and  interests  of  his  native  State.     In  addition  to  liberal         j 
bequests  to  his  relatives,  he  bestowed  generous  gifts  in  token  of 
his  regard  on  nearly  forty  friends  whom  he  mentions  by.  name. 
His  collection  of  American  Poetry  he  gave  to  BroAvn  Univer- 
sity where  it  will  remain  forever  a  memorial  alike  of  his  schol- 
arly tastes  and  of  his  attachment  to  the  place  of  his  education. 
In   addition  to   this  he  gave  to   the  University  $12,500  and  an 
equal  sum  to  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital.      He  left  to  the  city  of 
Providence,  where  he  had  always  lived,  a  reversionary  bequest 
of  $30,000  for  a  public  fountain  and  $3,000  for  prizes  in  the 
public  schools,  and  fo  the  Free  Public  Library  his  valuable  col- 
lection of   the  Public   Documents   of  the   Government   of  the 
United  States.     He  also  made  gifts  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
schools  of  Coventry,  his  native  town,  and  for  the  Anthony  Ly- 
ceum established  there. 

In  1838  he  married  Sarah  Aborn,  daughter  of  Christopher 
Rhodes  of  Pawtuxet,  who  died  in  18o-4,  leaving  no  children. 
This  bereavement  cast  its  shadow  o\  er  all  his  later  life  and  he 
was  henceforth  a  solitary  man.     He  lived  for  his  friends,  for  his 
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public  duties  and  for  the  service  of  the  State.  He  greatly  en- 
jovcd  his  life  at  Washington  and  his  kindly  relations  with 
Senators  and  could  he  have  chosen  the  manner  of  his  final  de- 
parture, it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  to  die  at  last  at  the 
National  Capital,  and  as  near  as  possible  to  that  legislative 
chamber  in  which  for  twenty-five  years  he  had  shared  in  the 
highest  proceedings  of  the  Government. 

Isaac  Miles  Bull  died  in  Cornwall,  Conn.,  September  8, 
1884,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  born  in 
Milford,  Conn.,  in  1809,  and  was  the  son  of  Benedict  and 
Elizabeth  (Carrington)  Bull.  In  early  manhood  he  made 
voyages  to  China  under  the  auspices  of  his  uncle  the  late  Ed- 
ward Carrington  of  Providence.  He  at  length  became  a  resi- 
dent merchant  in  Canton  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bull, 
Nye  &  Co.,  and  remained  there  fifteen  years  engaged  in  an 
extensive  China  trade,  which  he  carried  on  with  marked  success. 
On  his  return  to  the  United  States  in  1847  he  settled  in  New 
York  where  he  founded  the  business  firm  of  Bull,  Parkin  &  Co., 
which  was  also  largely  engaged  in  the  China  trade.  Several 
years  later  he  became  an  owner  in  the  Hamlet  Mill  at  Woon- 
socket,  Avhich  had  belonged  to  his  uncle,  and  of  this  he  was  the 
sole  owner  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  proprietorship  of  the 
Hamlet  ]Mill  led  him  many  years  ago  to  make  his  residence  in 
Providence  where  he  was  held  in  hich  esteem  bv  those  who  knew 
him.     lie  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1881. 

Edwin  Ciianning  Earned  died  at  Lake  Forest,  near  Chi- 
cago, September  18,  1884.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late  John 
S.  Earned,  and  was  born  in  Providence,  July  14,  1820.  He 
was  educated  at  Brown  University,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1840,  leaving  behind  him  a  bright  record  of  vscholurship  and 
character.  On  leaving  college,  he  accepted  and  held  for  a  while 
the  position  of  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Kemper  College, 
near  St.  Louis.     In   1841,  he  returned  to  Providence  and  be- 
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gan  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Hon.  Albeit  C. 
Greene.  After  completing  his  professional  studies,  ]Mr.  Larncd 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Providence  ;  but  in  1847  he 
removed  to  Chicago,  and  tlicre  entered  into  partnership  witl) 
Cyrus  Bentley,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University,  of  the  class  of 
1844.  By  his  talents  and  attainments,  and  the  fine  quality  of  his 
character  he  soon  established  himself  in  his  profession,  and  also 
in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  citizens  of  Chicago  ;  and  dur- 
ing his  long  residence  there,  which  extended  beyond  the  period 
of  an  entire  generation,  the  history  of  his  own  life  in  its  ever 
enlarging  professional  and  public  relations  was  closely  identified 
with  the  remarkable  growtli  of  tliat  great  city  of  the  West. 
He  was  a  man  of  pronounced  anti-slavery  sentiments,  and  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  United  States  District  Attorney, 
he  rendered  valuable  services  in  promoting  the  cause  of  justice 
and  of  freedom.  All  great  enterprises  that  looked  to  the  im- 
provement and  prosperity  of  the  city  of  his  adoption,  in  advanc- 
ing the  interests  of  education,  philanthropy,  morals,  and  religion, 
found  in  him  a  fast  friend  and  an  efficient  suppoitcr.  Esi)ccially 
was  he  conspicuous,  during  the  war,  for  his  patriotism  and  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  the  Union.  No  less  conspicuous  were  the 
beneficent  services  wln'cli  he  rendered  after  the  calamitous  fire  in 
Chicago,  "in  methodizing  and  carrying  into  eifect  the  measures 
that  were  taken  by  the  citizens  of  Chicago,  to  relieve  the  suffer- 
ers, and  to  aid  those,  who  had  seen  all  their  property  swept 
away,  in  getting  upon  their  feet  again,  and  starting  upon  a  new 
career."  From  scenes,  sucli  as  these,  of  a  professional  and 
public  activity,  alike  useful  and  honora])le,  in  which  ^Nlr.  Lamed 
had  passed  tlie  best  years  of  his  life,  lie  at  length  withdrew, 
and  came  back  to  Providence  to  spend  such  years  as  miglit  be 
left  him,  in  his  native  city,  the  home  of  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
and  among  his  kindred  and  his  oldest  friends.  He  had  already 
begun  to  settle  down  in  his  new  Providence  home,  and  with  a 
quiet  satisfaction  to  renew  and  fasten  closer  the  ties  that  bound 
him  to  the  place  of   his   birth  and  liis  education,   and   all  the 
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clierislied  memories  and  associations  of  his  early  years.  Warmly 
was  he  welcomed  back  by  all  who  knew  liim,  and  knew  him  but 
to  honor  and  love  him,  and  who,  from  their  knowledge  of  him, 
counted  in  him  a  valuable  accession  to  our  city,  as  one  eminently 
fitted  by  his  large  intelligence,  and  sound  judgments  and  eleva- 
ted tastes,  by  his  tried  patriotism  and  public  spirit,  and  by  his 
christian  sentiments  and  character  to  promote  the  higliest  and 
best  interests  of  the  community.  But  these  hopes  of  his  friends 
as  of  himself  were  not  to  be  fulfilled.  Too  soon  he  was  visited 
by  symptoms  of  a  malady,  which  plainly  told  him,  that  life  with 
him  was  all  precarious,  and  liable  at  any  moment  to  a  sudden 
termination.  Such  how^ever  was  his  sure  and  firm  christian  faith, 
that  this  intelligence  seemed  not  to  disturb  his  clieerfulness,  or 
to  abate  his  active  interest  in  all  that  pertained  to  his  daily  du- 
ties. He  left  Providence  in  the  summer  of  1884,  to  visit  his 
son,  Mr.  Walter  C.  Larned,  in  his  home  at  Lake  Forest,  near 
Chicago  ;  and  it  was  there  that  tlie  fatal  visitation  came  to  him 
of  his  malady,  disease  of  the  heart. 

Mr.  Larned  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society,  at  the  an- 
mial  meeting  in  January,  1883.  At  a  meeting  held  in  the  fol- 
lowing INIarch,  he  read  a  most  interesting  arid  instructive  lecture 
on   *'The  Chicago  Fire,  and  the  Eelief  Work." 

Mr.  Larned  w\as  married,  in  1849,  to  Frances,  daughter  of 
the  late  Hon.  Albert  C.  Greene,  who  survives  him  with  two 
daughters,  and  a  son. 
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INSTITUTIONS  AND  COEPOEATIONS 

.  FROM  WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEX  RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester. 

American  Ear  Association,  Philadelphia. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  " 

Anthony,  Henry  B.  Executors  of  his  will,  Prov- 
idence. 

Astor  Library,  New  York  City. 

Berkeley  School,  Providence. 

Bible  Revision  Committee,  New  York. 

Boston  City  Messenger. 

Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  Co.,  Boston. 

Boston  Public  Library,  " 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  '* 

Bostonian  Society,  " 

Brooklyn  Public  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  102  Chambers  St.,  N.Y. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago. 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.C. 

Congregational  Society  Librarj',  Boston. 

Copenhagen  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Anti- 
quarians, Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Iowa. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah. 

German  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Harvard  University  Theological  Faculty,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Hibernian  Society,  Philadelphia. 

I.  O.  O.  Fellows  Encampment,  R.  I. 

I.  O.  O.  Fellows  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  R.  I. 

Iowa  Historical  Society,  Dcs  Moines,  Iowa. 

Irrepressible  Society,  Providence. 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore. 

Kansas  Historical  Society,  Topcka.  Kan. 

Lincoln  Library,  Trustees  of,  Lincoln,  Mass. 

Lowell  Old  Residents  Historical  Society,  Low- 
ell, Mass. 

Magazine  of  Western  Historj^  Cleveland,  O. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society-,  Boston. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston. 

Melbourne  Homeopathic  Hospital,  Australia.  - 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

Michigan  State  Librarj',  Lansing,  Mich. 

Minnesota  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Minne- 
apolis. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Min. 

National  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  60  Wall  St.,  N.Y. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society, 
Boston. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,  N.  J. 

New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  New  York 
City. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York  City. 

New- York  Meteorological  Observators',  Cen- 
tral Park. 


New  York  National  Insurance  Co. 

Norwegian  Society  for  Preserving  Antiquities 
Knstiana,  Nor, 

Nova  .Scotia  Historical  Society',  Halifax,  N.  S; 

Paris  Ethnographic  Society,  Paris. 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence. 

Providence  City  Clerk,  " 

Providence  City  Government,  Providence. 

Providence  Children's  Friend  Society,  Prov. 

Providence  Female  Charitable  Society,    " 

Providence  Police  Association,  " 

Providence  Public  Library,  " 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety, Philadelphia. 

Philadelpiiia  Women's  College,  Philadelphia. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  " 

Rhode  Island  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Historical 
Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  State. 

Rhode  Island  State  Board  of  Health,  Prov. 

Rhode  Island  Women's  Club,  Providence. 

Redwood  Library,  Newport. 

Royal  Historical  Society,  Chandos  St.,  London, 
Eng. 

Royal  National  Society,  London. 

Salem  North  Church,  Salem,  Mass. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

South  Natick  Historical  and  Library  Society, 
Massachusetts. 

St.  Elizabeth  Home,  Providence. 

Tennessee  Historic  Societ\',  Nashville. 

Tuft's  College.  C9llege  Hill,  Mass. 

Union  Congregational  Society,  Providence. 

United  .States  Attorney-General,  Washington, 

.  ^-  c- 

United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  Justice,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

United  States  Treasury  Department,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

United  States  Department  of  Interior,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Vermont  State  Historical  Society,  Montpclier. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Va. 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis. 

Women's  Christian  Association,  Providence. 

Women's  Educational  and  Industrial  Union, 
Providence. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Wyoming  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society, 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


DONATIONS   FRO^I   PERSONS. 


71 


PERSONS 


FROM   WHOM   GIFTS    HAVE    BEEN   RECEIVED. 


Akerman  Co.,  Providence. 

Addeman,  J.  M.,        " 

Aiken,  William  H.,  College  Hill,  Ohio. 

Allen,  Miss  Candace,  Providence. 

Aldrich,  Nelson  \V., 

A  Friend,  " 

Amory  Thomas  C,  Boston. 

Angell,  James  B.,  Ann  Harbor,  Mich. 

Angell,  William,  New  York  City. 

Anthony,  Henry  B.,  Providence. 

Arnold,  James  N.,  Hamilton,  R.  I. 

Ashton,  Rev,  Amos  T.,  Gainesville,  N.  Y. 

Bailey,  William  W.,  Providence. 

Baird,  Rev.  Charles  W.,  Rye,  N.  Y. 

Ballou,  Frederic  M.,  Providence. 

Bartlett,  John  R.,  " 

Bartow,  Mowrey  Hale,  New  York  City. 

Bates,  Caleb  G.,  Summit  P.  O.,  Coventry. 

Bicknell,  Thomas  W.,  Boston. 

Birney,  William,  Chicago.  111. 

Boutwell,  Francis  Marion,  Groton,  Mass. 

Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  Boston. 

Bradley,  Charles  S.,  Providence. 

Brewster,  Mrs.  J.  M.,        " 

Bucklin,  Mrs.  J.  C, 

Burlingame,  Edward  F.,  172  Broad  St.,  Prov. 

Buttre,  J.  C,  48  Franklin  St.,  New  York  City. 

Caldwell,  Augustine,  Ipswich,  Mass. 

Games,  John  Q.,  Providence. 

Carrington,  Mrs.  C.  C,  Providence. 

Chace,  Lewis  J.,  " 

Channing,  William  F.,  " 

Chapin,  Dr.  C.  V., 

Clark,  Bishop  Thomas  M.,     " 

Clark,  Rev.  William,  Florence,  Italy. 

Coggeshall,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  Providence. 

Coombs,  H.  M.  &  Co., 

Courtenay,  William  A.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Cullum,  George  W.,  New  York  City. 

Curran,  Henr>-  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Cross,  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 

Daboll,  David  L., 

DaboU,  WiUiani  V., 

Dale,  T.  Nelson,  Boston. 


Darling,  C.  W.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Dean,  John  Ward,  Boston. 

Dean,  Sidney,  Warren. 

Denison,  C.  H.,  New  York  City. 

Denison,  Rev.  Frederic,  Providence. 

Dodge,  James  H.,  Boston. 

Donnell,  E.  J.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Dorr,  Henry  C,  Wall  St.,  New  York  City. 

Dowe,  Arthur  W.,  Ipswich,  Mass. 

Doyle,  Thomas  A.,  Providence. 

Draper,  Daniel,  Ph.  D.,  New  York  City. 

Draper,  Jonathan  G.,  Providence. 

Drowne,  Henry  T.,  60  Wall  St.,  N.  Y. 

Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Garden  City,  N.  Y. 

Durfee,  Thomas,  Providence. 

Dyer,  Elisha,  " 

Eames,  Mrs.  James  H.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Eddy,  George  M.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Eddy,  John,  Providence. 

Eddy,  Rev.  Richard,  Melrose,  Mass. 

Eddy,  Robert  H.,  Boston. 

Eddy,  Miss  Sarah,  Providence. 

Eddy,  %Villiam  P.,  351  Classon  St.,  Brooklyn. 

Eliot,  Dr.  Ellsworth,  48  W.  36th  St.,  N.Y.City, 

Ely,  William,  D.,  Providence. 

Everett,  Richmond  P.,     " 

Fisher,  Charles  H.,  M.  D.,  Providence. 

Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston. 

Freeman,  E.  L.  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Fryer,  Alfred  C,  London. 

Gammell,  Asa  Messer,  Providence. 

Gammcll,  William,  " 

Goddard,  William,  *' 

Godding,  Alvah  W., 

Goodell,  Abner  Cheney,  Jr.,  Salem,  Moss. 

Goodwin,  Rev.  Daniel,  East  Greenwich. 

Gorton,  Charles,  Providence. 

Greene,  A.  C.  &  Co.,    " 

Greene,  George  H.,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Greene,  Paul,  Providence. 

Greene,  William  R.,  Providence. 

Green,  Arnold,  " 

Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston. 

Guild,  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 
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Hall,  Mrs.  Emily  A.,  Providence.    - 

Hall,  Joseph  D.,  Jr., 

Hammond,  B.  B.,  " 

Harris,  George  W.,  East  Providence. 

Hartwell,  Edgar  H.,  28  West  St.,  N.  Y. 

Hersey,  Dr.  George  D.,  Providence. 

Hill,  Thomas  J., 

Hilton,  William  D.,      ' 

Holbrook,  Albert, 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  Boston. 

Howland,  John  A.,  Providence. 

Hoy t,  David  W., 

Hubbard,  L.  H.,  80  Wall  St.,  N.  Y. 

Huling,  Ray  G.,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Jencks,  Albert  V.,  Providence. 

Jencks,  Charles  W.,         " 

Jones,  Augustine,  " 

Jones,  Charles  C,  Augusta,  Ga. 

King,  William  Dehon,  Berkeley,  Mass. 

Knowles,  William,  Providence. 

Lamb,  Mrs.  Martha  J.,  New  York  City. 

Lamed,  Charles,  Boston. 

Leavitt,  George  A.,  New  York  City 

Leggett,  Richard  J.,  83  Chambers  St.,  N.  Y. 

Lester,  John  Erastus,  Providence. 

Little,  Mrs.  Sophia,  " 

Lockwood,  Mrs.  Amos  D.,    ** 

Luther, ,  East  Providence. 

Luther,  Mrs.  Hannah,  Bristol. 
Maine,  Rev  A.  E.,  Westerley. 
Mason,  George  C,  Newport. 
Mason,  Stephen  G.,  Providence. 
Mauran,  E.  C,  " 

Mauran,  James  E.,  Newport. 
Meader,  Lewis  H.,  Warren. 
Moore,  Charles  B.,  New  York  City. 
Morrill,  Triphena  L.,  Providence. 
Morton,  Marcus  W.,  " 

Mowr>-,  William  A.,  Boston. 
Nickerson,  A.  D.,  Salem,  Mass. 
Nightingale,  Samuel  A.,  Providence 
Nightingale,  William  G.,         " 
Noyes,  Isaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Osgood,  Mrs.  Samuel,  118  W.  nth  St.,  N. 

City. 
Pabodie,  Benjamin  F.,  Providence. 
Paine,  George  T.,  *' 

Palmer,  E.  J.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Parsons,  Charles  W.,  ^L  D.,  Providence. 


Peck,  Dr.  George  B.,  Providence. 
Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  " 

Perry,  Amos,  " 

Perry,  Rev.  Henry  G.,  Chicago. 
Perry,  (Bishop)  Wiliam  S.,  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Peet,  Rev.  Stephen  D.,  Clinton,  Wis. 
Phillips,  Henry  C,  Jr.,  Philadelphia. 
Pope,  Albert  A.,  Boston. 
Porter,  Rev.  E.  H.,  Pawtucket. 
Poyot,  Uphara  &  Co.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Preble,  George  H.,  Rear  Admiral,  Brookline, 
Mass. 

Randall,  C.  D.,  Coldwater,  Mich. 

Rawles,  Francis.  402  Chestnut  St.,  Philadel'a. 
Reid,  J.  A.  &  R.  A.,  Providence. 

Rhodes,  Edward  S.,  " 

Rider,  Sidney  S.,  " 

Rice,  Franklin  P.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Roberts,  Moses,  Woonsocket. 

Rose,  R.  H.,  Princeton,  N.  J. 

Sanborn,  John  P.,  Newport. 

Schonwalder,  Dr.  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 

Scull,  G.  D.,  Oxford,  Eng. 

Shaw,  James,  Providence. 

Sheffield,  William  P.,  Newport, 

Shepard,  Mrs.  Thomas  P.,  Providence. 

Smith,  Elbridge,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Snow,  Edwin  M.,  Providence. 

Staples,  Rev.  C.  A.,  Lexington. 

Steere,  Henry  J.,  Providence. 

Stockwell,  George  A.,  Providence. 

Stockwell,  J.  C,  25  Ann  St.,  New  York. 

Titus,  Rev.  Anson,  Amesburj',  Mass. 

Thornton,  Edward,  Providence. 

Tourlellot,  L.  C,  Woonsocket. 

Walcott,  George  S.,  Providence. 

Walker,  John  P.,  Providence. 

Watson,  S.  M.,  Portland,  Me. 

Webb,  Rev.  Samuel  H.,  Providence. 

Weedeu,  Stephen  R.  " 

Weeden,  William  B., 

Wheaton,  James,  M.  D.,  Pawtucket. 

White,  Addison  H.,  Providence. 

Whittemore,  David  R.,  " 

Willard,  George  O.,  Providence. 

Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Boston. 

Wood,  Amasa,  Webster,  M.ass. 

Woodbury,  Rev.  Augustus,  Providence. 


HESIDENT   MEJLBERS. 
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RESIDENT  MEMBERS.  — 1885. 


KLECTED, 

1874.  Addeman,  Joshua  M. 
1S74.  Aldrich,  Nelson  W. 

1875.  Ames,  William 
1885.  Andrews,  Elisha  B. 

1876.  Angell,  Edwin  G. 
1836.  Anthony,  Henry  B.* 

1880.  Anthony,  John  B. 
1875.  Aplin,  Charles 
1885.  Arnold,  Fred.  A. 

1881.  Arnold,  James  N. 

1874.  Arnold,  Olney 

1877.  Arnold,  Stephen  H. 
1881.  Austin,  John  Osborne 
1853.  Bailey,  William  M. 
1881.  Bailey,  Richard  Arnold 
1881.  Baker,  David  S.,  Jr. 
1884.  Ballou,  Ariel 

1883.  Ballou,  Frederick  M. 

1884.  Ballou,  Latimer  W. 
1872.  Barrows,  Edwin 
1831.  Bartlett,  John  R. 
1676.  Barton,  Robert 
1879.  Barton,  William  T. 
1883.  Bates,  Isaac  C. 
1858.  Binney,  William 
1S78.  Bogman,  Edward  Y. 
1881.  Bradley,  Charles 
1846".  Bradley,  Charles  S. 
1870.  Brinley,  Francis 
1883.  Brown,  D.  Russell 
1883.  Brown,  H.  Martin 

1875.  Brown  John  A. 
1857.  Brown,  Welcome  O. 

1876.  Bugbee,  James  11. 
1881.  Bull,  Isaac  M.* 

1878.  Bull.  Samuel  T. 


ELECTED. 

1884.  Bullock,  J.  Russell 

1884.  Burdick,  James 

1878.  Burrough,  Frank  M. 
1859.  Calder,  George  B. 
1880.  Campbell,  Daniel  G. 

1876.  Campbell,  Horatio  N. 

1873.  Carpenter,  Charles  E. 

1874.  Carpenter,  Francis  W. 
1874.  Caswell,  Edward  T. 
1857.  Chambers,  Robert  B. 

1879.  Chace,  Lewis  J. 

1880.  Chace,  Jonathan 
1880.  Chace,  Julian  A. 
1868.  Chace,  Thomas  W. 

1883.  Child,  Charles  H. 

1884.  Chapin,  Charles  V. 

1873.  Claflin,  George  L. 
1880.  Clarke,  E.  Webster 
1878.  Clarke,  James  M. 

1878.  Clark,  Thomas  M. 

1879.  Clarke,  William  E. 

1880.  Coats,  James 

1877.  Codman,  Arthur  Amor\ 

1885.  Collins,  George  L.,  Jr. 
1879.  Colt,  LeBaron  B. 
1879.  Colt,  Samuel  P. 
1872.  Congdon,  Johns  H. 

1874.  Cranston,  Henry  C. 
1877.  Cranston,  George  Iv. 

1881.  Cranston,  James  E. 
1881.  Cressy,  Oliver  S. 
1883.  Cross,  Samuel  H. 
1879.  Cross,  W^illiam  J. 
1876.  Cushman,  Henry  I. 
1881.  Danielson  George  W.* 
1881.  Day,  Daniel 


♦Deceased. 
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ELECTKD. 

1874.  Day,  Daniel  E. 
1871.  Dean,  Sidney 

.188L  DeWolf,  John  J. 

1881.  Dixon,  Nathan  F. 
1877.  Doringh,  Charles  H.  R. 
1877,  Dorrance,  Samuel  R. 

1882.  Douglas,  William  W. 
1851.  Doyle,  Thomas  A. 

1875.  Dunnell,  William  Wanton 

1877.  Durfee,  Charles  S. 

1849.  Durfee,  Thomas 
1838.  Dyer,  Elisha 

1873.  Eames,  Benjamin  T. 
1856.  Ely,  James  W.  C. 
1862.  Ely,  William  D. 
1858.  Everett,  Richmond  P. 

1874.  Fairbrother,  Henry  L. 
1882.  Farnum,  Alexander  * 

1876.  Fay,  Henry  H. 

1882.  Fisher,  Addison  Q. 

1878.  Fisher,  Charles  H. 
1885.  Fitzgerald,  O.  Edward 
1881.  Foster,  William  E. 
1881.  Furse,  Edmund 
1855.  Gammell,  Asa  Islesser 

1875.  Gammell,  Robert  Ives 
1844.  Gammell,  William 
1884.  Gammell,  William,  Jr. 
1875.  Gardner,  Henry  W. 
1865.  George,  Charles  H. 

1880.  Goddard,  Francis  W. 

1881.  Goddard,  Moses  B,  I. 

1850.  Goddard,  William 
1878.  Godding,  Alvah  W. 

1883.  Goodwin,  Daniel 

1875.  Grant,  Henr>'  T. 
1881.  Greene,  Daniel  H. 

1878.  Greene,  Edward  A. 

1876.  Greene,  Henry  L. 
1874,  Greene,  Simon  Ilenr)* 

1877.  Greene,  W,  Maxwell 

1879.  Greer,  David  H. 
1888.  Gregory,  Harr)' 


ELECTED, 

1872.  Grosvenor,  William 

1872,  Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 

1882.  Hall,  Jennison  C. 

1878.  Hall,  Robert 
1881.  Ham,  Benjamin  W. 

1879.  Hammond,  B.  B. 

1878.  Harkness,  Albert 
1874,  Harrington,  Henr>'  A. 

1884.  Harris,  William  A. 

1883.  Harson,  M.  Joseph 
1871.  Hazard,  Rowland 

1881.  Hersey,  George  D. 

1873.  Hidden,  Henry  A. 

1873.  Hidden,  James  C. 

1874.  Hill,  Thomas  J. 
1874.  Holbrook,  Albert 
1871.  Hoppin,  Frederic  S. 
1874.  Hopkins,  William  H. 

1880.  Hoppin,  William  W. 

1885.  Horton,  Henry  A. 

1880.  Howard,  Albert  C. 
1843.  Howland,  John  A. 

1882.  Hoyt,  David  W. 

1882.  Jackson,  W.  F.  B. 
1867.  Jencks,  Albert  V. 

1879.  Jillson,  Charles  D. 

1881,  Johnson,  Joseph  C. 
1885.  Johnson,  Oliver 
1874.  Johnson,  William  S, 

1880.  Jones,  Augustine 

1883.  Kendall,  Hiram 
1880.  Kenyon,  James  S. 
1876.  Kimball,  James  M. 

1884.  King,  W.  Dehon 

1885.  King,  George  G. 
1885.  King,  LeRoy 
1883.  Klapp,  Lyman 
1879.  Knight,  Edward  B. 
1883.  Ladd,  Herbert  \V. 
1885.  Lamb,  Estus 
1883.  Earned,  Edwin  C* 
1869.  Lester,  John  Erastus 
1879.  Lincoln,  John  L. 


♦Deceased. 
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KLECTED. 

1880.  Lippitt,  Christopher 
1878.  Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 

1872.  Lippitt,  Henry 

1881.  Liscomb,  William  S. 
1881.  Littlefiekl,  Alfred  H. 

1873.  Lyman,  Daniel  W, 
1877.  Mason,  Earl  Philip 
1877.  Mason,  Eugene  W. 

1877.  Mason,  George  C. 
1884.  Mason,  George  C,  Jr. 
1881-  Mason,  John  H. 

1878.  Mauran,  Edward  C. 

1878.  Mauran,  James  E. 
1883.  Meader,  Lewis  H. 

1876.  Metcalf,  Henry  B.,  Paw'ket. 

1875.  Miller,  Augustus  S. 

1881.  Miner,  Francis  W. 

1876.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

1874.  Mowry,  William  G.  R. 

1877.  Munro,  Bennett  J. 

1882.  Munroe,  OHver  B. 
1880.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 

1876.  Nickerson,  Edward  L 
1874.  Nightingale,  George  C,  Jr. 
1880.  Noyes,  Samuel  M. 

1879.  Olney,  George  H. 

1883.  Olney,  James  H. 
18G2.  Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 

1878.  Owen,  Smith 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  F. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 

1883.  Parkhurst,  Charles  H. 
1847.  Parsons,  Charles  W. 

1875.  Parsons,  Henry  L. 

1877.  Pearce,  Edward  D. 

1884.  Peck,  Ira  B. 

1849.  Peckham,  Samuel  W. 

1875.  Pegram,  John  C. 

1880.  Peirce,  J.  Lewis 
1858.  Perry,  Amos 
1880.  Perry,  Marsden  J. 
1874.  Persons,  Benjamin  W. 
1873.  PhilHps,  Theodore  W. 


ELECTED. 

1883.  Pierce,  George  A. 

1878.  Porter,  Emery  H, 

1876.  Rawson,  Henry  M, 
1874.  Richardson,  Erastus 

1877.  Richmond,  Walter 
1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 
1866.  Rogers,  Horatio 
1885.  Root,  James  P. 
1856.  Sabin,  Charles 

1881.  Sackett,  Frederick  M. 
1877.  Seabury,  Frederick  N. 
1877.  Seagrave,  Caleb 

1874.  Shedd,  J.  Herbert 
188L  Sheffield,  WilHam  P.,  Jr. 
1885.  Sheldon,  Nicholas 

1879.  Shepley,  George  L. 

1876.  Sherman,  Robert 

1880.  Simmons,  W.  Seabury 

1877.  Slater,  Horatio  N.,  Jr. 
1833.  Slater,  John  W. 
1883.  Slicer,  Thomas  R. 

1882.  Smith,  Charles  H. 

1875.  Smith,  Edwin  A. 
1869.  Southwick,  Isaac  H. 
1885.  South%\'ick,  Isaac  H.,  Jr. 
1874.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 

1876.  Spencer,  Joel  M. 

1880.  Spicer,  William  A. 

1881.  Spooner,  Henry  J. 

1877.  Stanhope,  Frederick  .V, 
1869.  Staples,  WilHam 

1878.  Starkweather,  Joseph  U. 
1868.  Steere,  Henry  J. 

1879.  Stiness,  John  H. 

1880.  Stockwell,  Thomas  B. 

1881.  Stone,  Alfred 

1883.  Stone,  Waterman 
1856.  Taft,  Royal  C. 
1883.  Talbot,  Frederick 
1874.  Taylor,  Charles  F. 
1881.  Thomas,  Charles  L. 
1873.  Thurston,  Benjamin  F. 
1881.  Tilley,  R.  Hammett 
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KLECrED. 

3878.  Tillinghast,  James 

1875.  Trippe,  Samuel  G. 

1874.  Turner,  Henry  E. 

1883.  Vernon,  Joseph  Peace 

1883.  Vernon,  Thomas 
1881.  Vose,  James  G. 
1874.  Wales,  Samuel  H. 

1884.  Walton,  William  A. 
186L  Waterman,  Rufus 
1878.  Watson,  Arthur  H. 
1868.  Weeden,  William  B. 


ELECTED. 

1868.  Westcott,  Amasa  S. 

1884.  White,  Stillman 

1881.  White,  Zebulon  L. 

1874.  Whitford,  George  W. 

1884.  Wightman,  Augustus  A. 

1884.  Wilber,  Joshua 

1884.  Williams,  Alfred  M. 
1881.  Williams,  Zephaniah 
3885.  Winsor,  Richard  B. 
1876.  Woods,  Marshall 

1885.  Wyman,  John  C. 


LIFE    MEMBERS 


1872.  George  T.  Paine, 

1872.  Henry  T.  Beckwith, 

1872.  William  Greene,* 

1872.  Rowland  G.  Hazard, 

1872.  Holder  Borden  Bowen, 

1872.  Amasa  M.  Eaton, 

1873.  James  Y.  Smith,* 

1873.  Jarvis  B.  Swan, 

1874.  Benjamin  G.  Pabodie,* 

1875.  Albert  G.  Angell,* 

1876.  William  Ely, 

1877.  Hezekiah  Conant, 
1879.  Samuel  G.  Arnold,* 
1879.  Amos  D.  Lockwood,* 

1879,  Royal  Woodward,* 

1880.  Charles  Gorton, 
1880.  John  P.  Walker, 
1880.  Alexander  Duncan, 
1883.  John  P.  Mumford, 

1883.  Thomas  P.  I.  Goddard, 

1884.  Henry  G.  Russell, 

1885.  William  G.  Weld, 
1885.  John  Nicholas  Brown, 
1885.  George  Peabody  Wetmorc, 

♦Deceased. 


Providence. 

Providence. 

Warwick. 

South  Kingstown. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Pawtucket, 

Portsmouth. 

Providence. 

Albany,  N.  V. 

Providence. 

Proudence. 

England. 

Pro\idcnce. 

Providence. 

Providence. 

Newport. 

Newport. 

Newport. 
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CORRESPONDING    MEMBERS, 

Elected  since  tlie  Annual  Meeting,  January,  1884. 


1884.  Abner  C.  Goodell,  Jr., 

1884.  Alpheus  S.  Hubbard, 

1885.  Prof.  Franklin  B.  Dexter, 
1885.  Peter  B.  Olney, 

1885.  Richard  Olney, 

1885.  William  A.  Mowry, 

1885.  Albert  A.  Folsom, 


Salem,  Mass. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

New  Haven,  Ct. 

New  York  City. 

Boston. 

Boston. 

Boston. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

EIIODE   ISLAND   HISTOKICAL   SOCIETY, 

1885-86. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  January  27,  1885  Professor 
Albert  Harkness  read  a  paper  on  "' Athens  in  the  age  of  Peri- 
cles," illustrated  by  maps  and  diagrams. 

At  a  meeting  held  February  10,  1885  Mrs  Martha  J.  Lamb 
of  New  York  city  read  a  paper  on  "The  Framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  24,  1885  the  Rev.  James  ]M. 
Taylor  of  Providence  read  a  paper  on  ''The  Influence  of  the 
Crusaders  in  European  history." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  10,  1885  the  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Sta- 
ples of  Lexington,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  ''The  social  and 
religious  life  of  a  country  town  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  years 
ago,"  having  especial  reference  to  the  town  of  Lexington.  The 
subject  was  further  discussed  by  ]\[r  Alfred  Stone,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  R.  Slicer  and  the  President. 

At  a  meeting  held  March  24,  1885  the  Hon.  Thomas  Dur- 
fee,  Chief- Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island,  read 
a  paper  on  "The  Transcendental  Movement  in  New  England  a 
half-century  ago."  The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Pro- 
fessor John  L.  Lincoln  and  the  President. 


b  RHODE    ISLAND    IIISTOTtlCAL    SOCIETY. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  A})rll  7,  1885  the  Librarian 
reported  that  there  had  ])eeii  received  during  the  past  quai-ter 
116  boiuid  volumes,  330  pamplilets  and  13  unclassified  objects 
such  as  engravings,  manuscripts  and  historical  memorials.  A 
letter  was  received  from  the  Hon.  William  A.  Courtcnay  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  presenting  a  heliotype  copy  of  the 
Great  Seal  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina  vilthfac  .nmile 
copies  of  their  autogra])h  signatures,  and  the  thanks  of  the  So- 
ciety were  desired  to  be  returned  to  ]Mr  Courtcnay.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Publications  laid  before  the  Society  a  communication 
from  the  New  Ilaven  Colonial  Historical  Society  regarding  the 
proposed  publication  of  the  Diary  of  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles, 
part  of  which  relates  to  Rhode  Island  history  ;  and  the  commu- 
nication was  referred  to  the  same  committee  with  po^^-er  to  act. 
Messrs.  John  P.  Walker,  David  S.  Baker,  Jr.,  Henry  T.  Beck- 
with,  James  E.  Cranston  and  Richmond  P.  Everett  were 
appointed  a  conunittee  Avith  power  to  arrange  for  a  field-day 
during  the  month  of  June.  Air  George  M.  Carpenter,  the 
Rev.  James  ^I.  Taylor  and  Air  Daniel  Berkeley  Updike  of 
Providence  and  Air  Harold  Brown  of  Newport  were  elected  res- 
ident membci's.  The  President  read  a  biographical  sketch  of 
Isaac  Aliles  Bull,*  which  was  received  too  late  to  be  printed  in 
the  Proceedings  of  last  year. 

At  the  meeting  held  April  21,  1885  Professor  Elisha  B.  An- 
drews read  a  paj^cr  on  ''The  Founding  of  the  English  State.'' 
The  subject  was  furtlier  discussed  by  tlie  Hon.  Charles  S.  Brad- 
ley, the  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Tlun-stou  and  the  President. 

At  the  qiuirterly  meeting  held  July  7,  1885  the  Secretary 
laid  before  the  Society  a  conuuunication  from  the  Hon.   Elisha  ^ 

Dyer  respecting  the  proi)osed  publication  of  certain  papers  which 
had  been  given  to  ]\Ir  Dyer  by  ]\Ir  Charles  Danforth  with  the 
understanding  that  they  should  be  printed  ;  and  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the   Conunittee   on   Publications.      The 

*The  paper  is  printed  in  this  volume  under  the  head  of  "Necrolog)-." 
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Librarian  reported  tliat  there  luid  been  received  during  the  i)ast 
quarter  148  bound  volumes,  445  pamphlets  and  o4  miscellaneous 
objects.  Mr  John  P.  Walker  reported  tliat  the  sum  of  5f>()3() 
had  been  collected  and  placed  in  the  liands  of  tlie  Treasurer  as 
a  Publication  Fund  ;  and  the  thanks  of  tlie  Society  were  ex- 
tended to  Mr  Walker  for  his  valuable  service  in  this  matter. 
Mr  Walker  also  reported  i-egarding  tlie  field-day  whicli  was  held 
at  Wickford.  The  lion.  Charles  II.  Page  of  Scituate  was 
elected  a  resident  mem])er  and  ^Ir  Albert  J.  Jones  of  Rome, 
Italy,  and  ]\Ir  Sanniel  ]-5riggs  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  were  elected 
corresponding  mend)ers.  ^Messrs.  Barnabas  B.  Hannnond,  Ho- 
ratio llogers,  John  ]-*.  AYalker,  AVilliam  Staples  and  Isaac  II. 
Southwick  were  appointed  a  connnittee  to  devise  a  plan  for  the 
observance  of  the  2r)0th  anni^  ersary  of  the  settlement  of  Provi- 
dence. The  President,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  George  L.  Collins, 
presented  to  the  Society  a  manuscript  [)aper  entitled  ''An  Ac- 
count of  tlie  ^Malignant,  Peniitting,  Bilious,  or  Yellow  Fever, 
in  Providence  I'rom  17111  to  17i)7  inclusive,  Avith  ]\liscellancous 
Notes  and  Observations  by  Moses  Brown.'' 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  October  (5,  18cS5  a  conmumi- 
cation  was  recei\  ed  frt)m  the  Koyal  Society  of  Northern  Anti(pia- 
rians  at  Copenhagen  announcing  the  death  on  the  15th  of  August 
last  of  J.  J.  A.  Worsaec,  the  distinguished  \'icc-President  of 
that  society.  Tlie  Librarian  reported  that  there  had  been  re- 
ceived during  the  past  (piarter  <SJ)  bound  volumes,  oJ>2  panq)h- 
lets  and  92  miscellaneous  objects.  The  s[)ecial  connnittee 
appointed  at  the  last  quartei-ly  meeting  to  de\  ise  a  j)lan  foi*  the 
observance  of  the  2 oOth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Provi- 
dence reported  progress  ;  whei-eupon  the  committee  were  au- 
thorized to  confer  with  the  connnittee  of  the  City  Council  of 
Providence  and  cooperate  with  them  in  regard  to  a  i)lan  tor  the 
celebration.      The  following  resolutions  were  adopted. 

lie^'olved^  That  this  society  learns  with  satisfaction  that  its 
respected  member  Mr  dohn  Osborn  Austin  is  engaged  in  the 
preparation  of  a  Genealogical   Dictionary,   embracing  sketches 


8  RHODE    ISLAND   HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

of  tlic  first  tlirec  or  four  generations  of  the  families  whicli 
settled  within  the  present  limits  of  Khode  Island  before  1B!H). 
Refiolved^  That  having  eonfidence  in  ^Ir  Austin's  ability  to 
])rodiice  work  creditable  to  himself  and  useful  to  genealogical 
students,  this  society  recommends  his  enter[)rise  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  i)ublic. 

Messrs.  William  A.  Tucker  and  Kichard  S.  liowland  of 
Providence  were  elected  resident  members. 

At  the  meeting  held  November  3,  1885  the  President  read  a 
paper*"  on  "The  Huguenots  and  the  Edict  of  Nantes,"  and  tlic 
subject  was  further  discussed  by  the  Ivev.  Dr  James   G.  Vose. 

At  the  meeting  held  November  17,  188.5  Professor  John  L. 
Lincoln  read  a  paper  prepared  by  Miss  Esther  Bern  on  Carpen- 
ter of  South  Kingstown  on  "The  Huguenot  Influence  in  Khode 
Island."! 

At  the  meetino- held  December  1,  1885  Mr  Amasa  ^I.  Eaton 
read  a  paper  on  "French  Spoliation  Claim  and  Rhode  Island 
Claimants,  "t 

At  the  meeting  held  l^ecember  15,  1885  Mr  Carl  W.  Ernst 
of  Boston  read  a  paper  on  ''The  Honorable  History  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  International  Law, 
with  special  reference  to  Henry  AVheatini."  The  Hon.  Abraham 
Payne  read  a  ])aper  giving  a  sketch  of  the  [)ersonal  and  social 
life  and  character  of  ^Ir  AVheaton.  The  Hon.  Charles  S.  Brad- 
ley and  the  President  made  brief  addresses  i)ertinent  to  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  birtli  of  ^Ir  AVheaton. 

At  the  meeting  held  December  :^9,  1885  Mr  George  C.  Ma- 
son, jr.,  of  Nevv[)ort  read  a  paper  on  '"Apprenticeshi[)  and  the 
Manual  Training"  Svstem." 


*The  paper  has  been  published  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  tlie  Society. 
fThe  paper  is  printed  in  this  volume. 
tThis  paper  has  been  elsewhere  published. 
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The  sixty-fourth  annual  meeting  was  licld  January  12,  1886, 
tlic  President  in  the  chair. 

Keports  were  presented  by  tJie  Treasurer,  the  Committee  on 
Building:  and  Grounds,  tlie  Committee  on  the  Library,  the  Com- 
niittee  on  Publications  and  Messrs.  j\Iason,  Meader  and  Porter 
of  the  Procurators. 

Messrs.  Pichard  Aldrich,  Joseph  Dews,  James  A.  Peid, 
Walter  B.  Swartz,  Fred  I.  ^larcy.  Welcome  A.  Greene,  Dan- 
iel P.  Ballon  and  Pichard  W.  Comstock  wei-e  elected  retfident 
members . 

The  President  read  Iiis  annual  address,  and  the  same,  and  the 
reports  of  officers  and  committees,  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications. 

It  was  voted  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on  each 
resident  member  to  defray  tlie  exi)enses  of  the  current  year. 

It  was  voted  tbat  five  hundred  copies  of  the  proceedings  be 
imblished,  to  include  the  papers  of  President  Gammell  on  ''The 
Huguenots  and  the  Edict  of  Nantes"  and  of  Miss  Esther  J^ernon 
Carpenter  on  ''The  Huguenot  Influence  in  Phode  Island,"  [)ro- 
vided  the  whole  expense   of  the  })ublication  do  not  exceed  one 


The  officers  of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
The  names  of  the  officers  are  i)rinted  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 


♦The  paper  of  the  Prcsulcnt  has  been  s.cparatcly  published      The  pai>er  of  Miss  Cari>cnler  is 
printed  in  tliis  volume. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PEESIDEXT 


Gentlemen  of  the  Historical  Societij : — 

In  accor(laiic(3  witli  cstablij^lied  usage,  yuii  will  ex[)ect  me  to 
present  to  you  a  brief  statement  of  the  work  and  })rogress  of 
the  Soeiety  during  the  year  wliich  is  now  eiosing.  There  have 
been  very  few  ehanges  or  ineidents  of  any  kind  of  much  impor- 
tance, and  many  of  these  will  be  set  forth  in  the  reports  of  the 
standing  connnittees.  The  number  of  volumes  pamphlets  and 
documents  of  \arious  kinds  which  lias  been  added  to  our  collec- 
tion is  2:^0:^,  of  which  42!)  were  bound  volumes,  16G(i  were 
pamphlets  and  1(57  were  miscellaneous.  Tliis  number  is  con- 
siderably smaller  than  that  reported  in  either  of  the  two  years 
immediately  preceding.  In  both  those  years,  however,  the  So- 
ciety was  the  recii)ient  of  special  benefactions.  It  does  not  now 
vary  in  any  considerable  degree  from  the  average  of  other  recent 
years.  A^"e  still  invite  the  people  of  the  State  who  may  be  in 
possession  of  articles  <jf  historical  interest  or  value  to  deposit 
them  in  the  charge  of  the  Society.  Thus,  and  thus  alone,  will 
they  be  sure  to  be  preserved  for  any  future  public  or  i)rivaie 
use  which  they  may  be  fitted  to  sul)serve.  To  recei\e  such  ar- 
ticles of  every  kind  and  to  preserve  them  for  the  j)urposes  1  have 
indicated,  is  one  of  the  leading  objects  for  which  this  Society 
was  formed  and  which  it  is  striving  to  accomj)lish.  Its  represen- 
tives  are  therefore  always  glad  to  receive  not  only  everything  that 
may  serve  as  material  for  our  local  history,  but  everything  that 
may  throw  light  upon  it  ever  so  indirectly,  everything  that  may 
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assist  in  studying' it  in  any  of  its  tle])artnients.  We  shall  be 
oflad  to  ofatber  in  our  Cabinet  buildini]:  not  onlv  materials  and 
aids  for  explaining  tlie  history  of  every  part  of  Khode  Island, 
but  to  make  it,  so  far  as  practicable,  a  historical  niuseun)  in 
which  are  collected  curious  relics  of  all  former  generations. 

Commendable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  important  work 
of  cataloguing,  numbering  and  placing  on  shelves  the  large  ac- 
cumulations which  liave  lomj;  been  f»'atlierin<>;  at  the  Cabinet. 
This  work  was  begun,  according  to  the  system  now  in  use, 
more  than  five  years  ago.  It  has  been  diligently  prosecuted 
from  that  time  to  the  present  by  the  Librarian,  Mr.  Perry  and 
his  assistant,  ]Mr.  Snn'tli.  A  large  part  of  the  books,  pamph- 
lets and  niaterials  of  all  kinds  have  been  arranged  and  cata- 
los^ued  till  the  existinof  shelf-room  for  receivino;  them  is  nearlv 
filled.  The  work  in  consequence  must  soon  be  suspended,  or 
at  best  carried  on  in  some  modified  form,  till  we  are  able  to  ex- 
tend our  shelves.  Its  suspension,  I  need  not  say,  would  be  a 
detriment  to  the  work  and  even  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
Society  of  very  serious  import ;  for  it  would  delay  the  labor  of 
putting  the  remainder  of  our  books,  papers  and  manuscripts, 
many  of  them  of  great  value,  in  a  condition  in  which  they  could 
be  consulted  or  in  any  why  used  for  historical  purposes.  It. 
would  be  an  admission  on  our  part  that  we  arc  no  longer  able  to 
provide  suitable  places  of  deposit  or  catalogues  for  the  articles  that 
may  be  sent  to  us  for  perpetual  preservation  and  for  use.  This 
would  be  an  admission  unbecoming  an  association  of  highminded 
men.  I  do  not  mean  to  convey  the  impression  that  we  are  not 
able  to  receive  at  the  Cabinet  all  that  may  be  sent  to  us,  and  to 
keep  it  all  in  safety.  This  we  certainly  can  do  till  all  the  space 
under  our  roof  is  occupied  in  one  way  or  another.  But  this 
would  be  very  tar  from  the  true  idea  of  the  Cabinet  of  a  liistor- 
ical  society.  To  solicit  tlie  contribution  of  materials  for  history 
and  to  accept  them  when  they  are  brought  to  us,  is  only  the 
smallest  part  of  what  is  rightly  expected  of  us.  We  enter,  as 
it  were,  into  an  agreement  not  only  to  receive  and  acknowledge 
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and  give  tliem  house  room,  but  also  to  keep  them  iu  such  con- 
dition as  will  allow  them  to  be  inspected,  consulted  or  used  when 
the  occasion  may  require.  To  fail  in  this  would  obviously  be  to 
fail  in  the  obligations  which  we  assume  when  we  accept  the  gifts 
of  others.  AVe  inmiediately  become  trustees  of  what  we  thus  re- 
ceive, and  we  bind  ourselves  to  fulfill  the  sj)ecial  conditions  in 
accordance  with  which  such  deposits  are  made. 

At  former  annual  meetings,  as  well  as  on  otlier  occasions,  I 
have  fully  expressed  my  appreciation  of  tlie  necessity  of  enlarged 
accommodations,  such  as  are  required  for  the  fulfdhnent  of  the 
obligations  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  for  all  its  interests.  An 
enlargement  of  the  Cabinet  building,  I  think,  has  become  indis- 
sensable,  unless  we  ai-e  ready  to  abandon  the  position  which  we 
have  aspired  to  occupy.  If,  liowever,  this  is  deemed  im])racti- 
cable  at  the  present  time,  1  think  that  some  temporary  readjust- 
ment of  om*  ])resent  space  shoidd  immediately  be  made  that  will 
enable  us  properly  to  put  in  order  luid  to  catalogue  all  the  arti- 
cles now  in  our  possession  or  likely  soon  to  be  received  by  us. 
Materials  for  history,  piled  miscellaneously  in  our  galleries,  ai-e 
undoubtedly  in  a  safer  condition  than  when  in  private  hands,  but 
they  are  certainly  not  more  useful.  They  are  not  so  cared  for  or 
so  prepared  for  being  consulted,  as  to  fulfill  even  the  most  mod- 
erate expectations  ol'  those  who  bring  them  to  us.  I  therefore 
take  the  liberty  to  recommend  that  some  suitable  action  be  im- 
mediately taken  as  to  this  whole  subject,  as  one  that  concerns 
the  responsibility  and  the  honor  of  the  Society. 

In  no  preceding  year,  as  I  am  informed,  have  our  collections 
been  so  largely  resorted  to  for  purposes  of  historical  inquiry. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  department  of  genealogy,  in  which 
our  large  collections  are  found  to  be  exceedingly  useful.  The 
practical  interest  in  this  class  of  iiKpiiries  is  constantly  increas- 
ing, for  intei-est  in  ancestry  is  always  the  result  of  progress  in 
civilization.  Intelligent  people  everywhere  are  beginning  to  in- 
quire into  the  origin  and  descent  of  the  families  to  which  the\ 
belong.    This  is  no  dictate  of  family  pride,  still  less  of  persoiud 
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pretension,  but  a  natural  impulse  of  every  thoughtful  and  liberal 
mind.  No  better  illustration  of  this  could  be  desired  than  is 
to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  an  accomplislied  New  England  mas- 
ter in  this  class  of  inquiries,  ]\Ir.  Ilenry  F.  Waters,  has  gone  to 
reside  in  London  for  the  special  purpose  of  tracing  in  English 
record  offices,  the  history  of  American  families  of  English  de- 
scent. Nor  can  I  forbear  to  express  the  high  appreciation  in 
Avhich  I  hold  the  labors  of  our  associnte,  Mr.  J.  O.  Austin,  who 
has  been  long  engaged  in  preparing  an  elaborate  woi'k,  soon  to 
be  published  in  two  quarto  volumes,  and  to  be  entitled  "The 
Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Ehode  Island  ;  Comprising  Three 
Generations  of  the  Settlers  who  came  before  1G90."  I  liave 
carefully  examined  tlie  plan  of  the  work  and  the  specimen  pages 
which  are  set  fortli  in  tlie  prospectus,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that  it 
will  prove  to  be  not  only  a  complete  account  of  the  families  it  is 
designed  to  embrace,  but  also  a  very  important  compilation  of 
materials  for  tlie  history  of  the  State  during  the  period  to  which  it 
relates.  The  annotations  by  the  compiler,  of  which  specimens 
are  given,  abound  in  matters  of  curious  interest  that  illustrate 
what  were  the  most  connnon  forms  of  property,  the  methods  of 
business  and  the  modes  of  settling  estates,  in  the  period  which  it 
embraces.  The  character  of  the  work  recalls  the  '^Genealogical 
Dictionarv  of  New  Enf^land,"  bv  the  late  Mr.  eJames  Savam'  : 
.  but  being  limited  to  our  little  State,  it  will  comprise  a. far  larger 
variety  of  details  in  connection  with  each  family  name.  I  hope 
it  will  be  as  usefid  in  the  family  history  of  early  Khode  Island 
as  the  work  of  ^Ir.  Savage  has  been  in  that  of  early  New 
England. 

On  the  9th  of  June  many  mend>ers  of  the  Society,  with  ladies 
in  their  company,  made  an  excursion  to  North  Kingstown,  for 
the  purpose  of  visiting  the  spots  of  historical  interest  in  that 
ancient  part  of  the  State.  Among  those  who  joined  in  the  ex- 
cursion were  ex-Governor  Llttlefield  and  His  Excellency  Govern- 
(n*  Wetmore.  The  company  proceeded  by  steamer  to  AVIckford, 
and   were   conveyed    in  carriages  to  a  nund)er  of  spots  whose 
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names  arc  niontioiicd  in  the  earliest  accounts  of  tlie  Xan-agnn- 
sett  country.  Among  these  I  can  only  mention  the  ancient  St. 
Paul's  Cluu-ch,  now  standing  in  the  village  of  Wickf'ord  ;  the 
site  of  the  blockhouse,  built  and  owned  by  Eoger  Williams 
and  Kichard  Smith,  a  portion  of  which  was  wrought  into  the 
construction  of  the  interesting  mansion  now  standing  on  tlie  site  : 
a  singular  formation  in  a  rock  known  as  Devil's  Foot,  mentioned 
in  the  letters  of  Mi\  Williams  ;  the  site  of  another  ancient  block- 
house on  the  line  of  the  oldest  Indian  trail  in  Xarragansett ;  the 
llolling  Eocks,  the  home  of  Canonicus,  and  perhaps  the  spot 
where  the  deeds  were  signed  conveying  Ehode  Island  to  the 
settlers.  The  excursion  was  admirablv  arrano-cd  and  conducted 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  connuittee  Avho  had  it  in  charge,  and 
was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  who  shared  in  it. 

The  year  1885  brought  with  it  the  second  centennial  anniver- 
sary of  the  Ilevocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  Avhich  was  pro- 
mulgated October  i^^  1085.  It  is  an  anniversary  of  sorrow  and 
suffering  —  of  the  culmination  of  a  series  of  persecutions  the 
bloodiest  and  most  cruel  recorded  in  modern  history.  In  at- 
tempting to  destroy  the  Huguenots  of  France,  Louis  XIV.  ri- 
valled the  worst  of  the  Eoman  emjjerors  in  the  enormities  which 
they  visited  upon  the  early  Christians.  The  most  conspicuous 
result  of  his  fatal  fanaticism  was  that  it  destroyed  the  lives  or 
produced  the  expati'iation  of  nearly  P)00,()0()  of  the  most  indus- 
trious, the  most  intelligent  and  the  most  religious  of  the  po})U- 
lation  of  France.  Those  who  weie  not  put  to  a  cruel  death, 
made  their  forbidden  flight  secretly  and  in  disguise,  to  the  Pn^- 
testant  countries  of  Europe  and  to  the  English  colonies  of 
America.  AMierever  they  went  they  carried  habits  of  industry, 
a  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts,  no  inconsiderable  wealth  and 
high  qualities  of  character,  possessions  which  in  that  age  France 
did  not  lose  without  calamitous  conse(pu^nces  to  all  her  highest 
interests.  The  names  of  many  of  those  wh(^  came  to  our  own 
shores  have  been  distinguished  In  American  history,  and  their 
descendants  still  deliuht  to  honor  the  sacrifices  and  the  virtues 
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of  their  {iiicestors.  They  have  accordingly  made  tlie  recent 
bi-centennial  anniversary  an  occasion  for  forming  a  Ilnguencjt 
Historical  Society,  of  which  the  seat  is  to  be  in  New  York.  Its 
design  is  to  gatlier  and  preserve  the  memorials  of  the  i)ersecuted 
Huauenots  who  settled  in  America.  The  iindertakini>- is  cei'tainlv 
worthy  of  all  connjiendation,  for  it  cannot  fail  to  bring  into  fuller 
and  juster  appreciation  the  character  and  services  of  this  inter- 
esting portion  of  the  American  people. 

The  customary  winter  course  of  historical  ])apers  at  the  public 
meetingvS  of  the  Society  held  specially  for  the  purpose,  has  been 
very  successfully  maintained  during  the  year.  These  meetings 
have  been  hirgely  attended,  and  the  ])apeis  which  have  been 
read  liave  awakened  marked  interest  and  have  also  contributed 
to  the  increasing  taste  for  historical  studies  which  is  so  [)er- 
ceptible  in  this  conununity.  The  following  subjects  have  been 
presented  in  carefully  prepared  paj)ers  since  our  last  annual 
meeting  : 

I.  *' Athens  in  the  Age  of  Pericles,"  by  Pi-ofessor  Albert 
H  ark  n  ess. 

II.  *'The  Framers  of  the  Constitution  of  the  I'nited  States," 
by  Mrs.  Martha  J.  Lamb  of  Xew  York. 

III.  The  Influence  of  the  Crusades  in  Kuro[)ean  History,'' 
by  the  Kev.  James  ^1.  Taylor. 

IV.  'SSocial  and  Religious  Life  in  a  Xew  England  Country 
Town  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Years  Ago,"  by  the  Kca  .  Carlton 
A.  Staples  of  Lexington,  ]\lass. 

V.  '*The  Transcendental  iMovement  in  New  England,"  by 
Chief  Justice  Durfee. 

YI.  *^The  Foiniding  of  the  English  State,"  by  Professor 
Elislia  B.  Andrews. 

YII.  *'The  Huguenots  and  the  Edict  of  Nantes,"  by  the 
President  of  the  Society. 

YIII.  ''The  Huguenot  Influence  in  Ixhode  Island,"  written 
by  Miss  Esther  Hcrnon  Carpenter,  and  read  by  Professor  John 
L.  Lincoln. 
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IX.  "Tlie  French  Spoliation  Claims  and  Kliode  Island 
Claimants,"  by  Mr.  Amasa  ]\I.  Eaton. 

X.  *'Tlie  Services  of  Henry  A\^hcatoii  in  International  Law 
and  Di[)lomacy,"  by  ]Mr.  Carl  W.  Ei-nst  of  Boston,  Mass. 

XI.  "Ap})renticesbii)  and  the  ^Manual  ^Iraining  System," 
by  Mr.  George  C.  ^lason,  Jr.,  of  Ne\v])ort. 

Dm'ing  the  year  seven  of  onr  resident  members  have  been 
removed  by  death,  viz.  :  Charles  D.  Jill  son,  Simon  Henry 
Greene,  Benjamin  AVood  Ham,  "William  Jones  Cross,  George 
A.  Pierce,  Frederic  Augustus  Stanhope,  James  Mason  Clarke. 
Brief  notices  of  these  oui'  deceased  associates  will  be  published 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  year. 

Of  Oiu'  coi'responding  mem1)ers  we  have  also  to  record  the 
death  of  Franklin  B.  Hough,  M.  D.,  which,  took  place  at  Low- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  Jime  11,  1885,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  the  author  of  many  valuable  works  relating  to  local 
history  in  New  York  and  also  in  New  England,  and  was  an 
earnest  promoter  of  historical  studies.  He  was  elected  a  cor- 
responding member  of  this  Society  in  1875,  and  he  has  fre- 
quently visited  its  Cabinet  and  made  im[)ortant  contributions  to 
its  collections. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  libi'aiy  will  contain  a  full 
account  of  its  present  condition  and  ako  of  the  character  of  the 
additions  of  every  kind  Avhich  have  l)een  made  during  the  year. 
It  will  be  seen  that  we  are  securing  volumes  and  papers  of  such 
importance  and  interest  as  should  stinudatc  us  to  every  exertion 
in  our  power  not  only  to  keep  them  with  watchful  preservation, 
but  also  to  use  them  for  all  the  purposes  they  are  fitted  to  subserve. 
It  will  also  appear  from  the  report  of  the  conunittee  on  publica- 
tion that  a  new  volume  of  our  collections  has  been  printed  during 
the  year.  It  is  the  seventh  in  the  published  series  of  the  Society 
and  contains,  with  its  carefully  prei)ared  index,  three  hundred 
and  eighty  pages.  The  volume  was  pid)lishcd  in  April,  1885, 
and  has  been  favorably  received  by  those  who  are  interested  in 
our  State  history.      The  edition  comprised  six  hundretl  copies. 
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of  which  only  eighty-four  have  thua  far  been  clibpo.'sed  of  to 
inenibers  of  the  Society.  A  ready  piircliase  of  them  would  en- 
able the  conunittee  to  pii])lish  still  other  Aolunies  of  historical 
matter  selected  from  the  papers  in  our  possession. 

The  coming  month  of  June  will  bring  with  it  the  two 
hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Provi- 
dence and  of  the  orioin  of  the  State.    Deliberations  have  alreadv 

o  » 

been  begun  by  the  authorities  of  the  city  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  this  historical  e\  cut  may  receive  the  most  fitting  com- 
memoration. In  these  delibei-ations  this  Society  has  been  re|)re- 
sented  by  a  committee  designated  for  the  purpose.  From  the 
liberal  views  which  ha\e  been  expressed  by  the  members  of  the 
City  Government  and  which  are  also  shared  ))y  the  [)eople  of 
the  city,  there  is  every  reas(m  to  anticipate  a  celebration  of  this 
anniversary  that  will  impress  upon  the  peo})le  of  Rhode  Island 
the  lessons  of  their  history  and  bind  them  by  new  attachments 
to  the  State  which  our  exiled  founders  planted  here  two  hundred 
and  fifty  yeais  ago. 

Mr.  J.  1\.  Green,  the  historian  of  the  English  people,  wrote 
a  highly  instructive  \olume  which  he  styled  '*The  ^Making  of 
England,"  in  which  he  explained  some  of  the  leading  agencies 
bv  which  the  ori<»-inal  elements  of  the  nation  were  brought  to- 
gether  and  wrought  into  the  England  of  later  times,  lie,  how- 
ever, confines  his  narrative  to  the  manner  in  which  race  after  race, 
in  long  succession,  settle<l  upon  the  island  of  Britain  and  contin- 
mdly  modified  each  other  in  lineage,  in  language,  in  political 
ideas,  till  they  were  all  mingled  together  and  formed  into  the 
English  people.  In  our  own  national  history  in  some  future 
age,  there  will  arise  ample  occasion  for  a  similar  service  on  the 
part  of  those  who  may  attempt  to  explain  the  characteristics  of 
the  United  States,  whose  [)eople  have  been  drawn  from  neai'ly 
every  civilized  race  of  mankind.  It  will  be  a  curious  task  to 
show  how  the  different  portions  of  this  most  diversified  popula- 
tion have  modified  each  other  and  wrouuht   themselves  to;iether 
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as  the  homogeneous  American  peojde.  Here,  too,  in  the  making 
of*  America  \vd\G  forces  been  brought  into  operation  wliich  were 
wholly  unknown  in  the  making  of  England  and  these  forces  have 
been  displayed  on  a  far  grander  scale.  In  addition  to  varie- 
ties of  race  we  have  here  a  arieties  of  material  Nature  in  her  most 
majestic  forms,  and  varieties  ot  climate  and  soil,  all  of  them 
forces  of  special  importance  in  the  making  of  a  nation  and  the 
shaping  of  its  character  and  institutions.  If  no  blight  descends 
and  rests  upon  the  people,  if  no  catastrophe  befalls  the  Kepublic, 
this  making  of  America,  this  explanation  of  how  we  came  to  be 
Avhat  we  are  as  a  nation,  will  become  one  of  the  urandest  sub- 
jects  in  human  history,  for  it  will  show  how  it  came  to  pass  that 
out  of  this  stupendous  blending  of  many  different  races  of  man- 
kind there  arose  a  homogeneous  federal  republic,  a  single  people 
s[)eaking  the  same  language,  governed  by  the  same  laws  and 
havino'  the  same  reliji'ion  and  withal  co\  erino-  half  a  continent 
with  its  institutions  and  its  dominion. 

I  have  often  thought  that  on  a  very  humble  scale  the  historian 
of  our  own  State  might  well  bestow  attention  upon  the  agencies 
of  every  kind  that  have  formed  her  people  and  made  them  what 
they  are.  Here  at  the  beginning,  it  is  true,  were  no  represen- 
tatives of  different  races  to  be  wrought  tooether  in  a  single  com- 
munity.  There  were  only  two  or  three  separate  settlements  of 
English  exiles  which  had  been  planted  near  each  other  and  were 
to  be  united  into  a  civil  society  by  themselves,  and  at  length  to 
form  a  State  in  the  American  Union  and  to  seciu'e  an  honoi  able 
position  in  American  history.  To  ascribe  this  position,  however, 
to  any  civil  or  social  institutions  which  were  established  here, 
would  afford  only  a  most  inadequate  explanation.  Nor  is  it  to  lie 
accounted  for  by  any  superior  wisdom  or  energy  in  the  i)eoplc, 
whether  of  early  or  of  later  generations.  The  real  explanation  is 
not  to  be  found  either  in  the  democratic  equality  or  in  the  un- 
trammelled *vSoul  Liberty,"  of  which  the  State  has  always  been 
the  home.  It  is  not  thus  alone  that  States  are  made  or  that  com- 
munities are  developed.     There  are  other  forces  underlying  and 
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often  controlling  all  these  which  history  too  often  omits  to  men- 
tion. Such  forces  are  found  to  exist  in  the  stern  necessities 
which  outward  Nature  imposes,  in  the  inciting  opportunities 
wliich  she  presents  and  in  the  stimulating  possibilities  which  she 
holds  before  the  minds  of  a  ])eople.  T  know  not  where  a  more 
interesting  illustration  of  this  can  be  found  than  in  our  own  State. 
To  an  extent  far  greater  we  can  no\N'  ti-ace  and  in  ways  that  we 
little  imagine,  has  the  State  been  formed  and  controlled  by  the 
])hysical  features  even  of  her  own  narroAV  territory.  A]lo\^  me  to 
use,  for  examples,  the  two  most  important  of  these  features  ;  first 
the  island-studded  expanse  of  Narragansett  Bay  on  the  south, 
and,  second,  the  inland  streams  that  flow  into  it  from  the  north. 
I  think  I  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  these  two  geograph- 
ical features  of  the  State  have  contributed  more  to  make  it  what 
it  has  noAv  become  than  all  other  agencies  combined. 

I  need  not  remind  you  how  much  the  bay  entered  into  our 
very  origin  and  made  us,  what  we  have  always  been,  very  largely 
a  seaside  people.  Whether  for  good  or  for  evil  the  sea  has  always 
been  at  our  doors  and  always  will  be.  It  has  given  to  the  State 
a  shore  line  of  nearly  five  hundred  miles,  washed  by  its  salt  wa- 
ter. It  has  added  nearly  three  hundred  square  miles  of  water 
to  its  area  of  more  than  a  thousand  square  miles  of  land.  Of 
our  thirty-six  incorporated,  towns  and  cities,  five  are  planted 
upon  islands,  one  of  them  being  on  two  islands,  and  not  less  than 
twenty  of  them  are  reached  by  tide  water.  It  cannot  be  said, 
however,  that  this  intrusion  of  the  sea  to  the  ^  ery  centre  of  the 
State  was  for  a  time  anything  but  a  hindrance  to  its  growth  and 
a  barrier  to  its  unity  ;  but,  even  then  it  controlled  its  character. 
Tlie  first  two  settlements  made  on  its  shores  were  nearly  thirty 
miles  apart,  and  the  third  was  nearly  midway  between  the  two. 
It  tluis  afforded  substantially  the  only  communication  between 
any  one  and  either  of  the  others.  The  inhabitants  of  them  all 
nuist  have  been  for  a  long  period  largely  dependent  for  their 
daily  food  on  the  fish  they  could  draw  from  its  waters.  The  bay 
thus,  at  the  vcrv  outset,  nmst  have  held  control  not  onlv  ol'  the 
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intercourse,  but  also  of  tlie  daily  lives  of  their  ])eople.  It  is 
probable  that  the  members  of  these  several  settlements  had  for  a 
considerable  time  very  little  acqiiaintance  with  each  other,  for 
each  settlement  had  been  begun  with  but  slight  reference  to  the 
others.  They  had,  however,  in  their  condition  and  experience, 
many  things  in  connnon  which  nuist  have  tended  to  draw  them 
together.  They  were  alike  exiles  from  the  other  colonies  of  New 
England  and  exiles  wholly  on  account  of  their  religious  o^jinions. 

These  opinions,  however,  were  by  no  means  the  same,  Init 
were  probably  far  moi'e  diverse  than  they  no\v  seem  to  have  been. 
The  fact  that  they  had  all  been  persecuted  on  accoimt  of  then) 
and  were  now  settled  together  on  the  shores  of  the  same  waters 
became  their  strongest  inducement  to  unite  in  a  single  colony. 
But  this  inducement  Avith  all  that  it  so  obviously  involved,  was 
for  a  long  time  wholly  ineffectual  before  the  necessities  incident 
to  their  condition  ;  and  these  necessities  were  imposed  by  the 
long  stretclies  of  the  bay  that  rolled  between  them  and  kept  them 
apart.  It  was  long  before  they  even  attempted  to  imite  as  a  col- 
ony, under  a  charter  of  the  English  Government,  and  even  when 
the  charter  was  obtained  it  was  slowly  put  in  opei-ation  and 
very  imperfectly  administered. 

This  seeming  indifierence  to  their  obvious  interests  and  even 
to  their  connnon  security,  has  naturally  invited  nuich  disparaging 
criticism.  It  has  been  accepted  as  a  proof  of  a  prevailing  in- 
competency for  civil  life.  It  has  been  ascribed  to  a  want  of 
intelligence  and  an  intense  indi\  idualisni  among  the  settlers,  and 
an  indifference  to  all  high  social  intei-ests.  I  do  not,  however, 
think  that  these,  even  allowing  that  they  existed,  were  the  real 
cause  of  the  delay.  The  peo[)le  were  as  yet  poor  and  the  exi- 
gencies of  their  daily  life  rested  heavily  upon  them.  They  were 
obliged,  as  ]\Ir.  Williams  said  of  himself,  to  be  continuallv  "at 
the  hoe  and  the  oar  for  bread.''  The  inherent  difficulty  was  in  the 
distance  of  the  settlements  from  each  other,  and  this  thev  were 
for  the  time  wholly  unable  to  overcome.  Had  they  been  planted 
at  corresponding  distances  apart  on  some  contiguous  territorv. 
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tliev  niic^ht  lono'  before  hnxe  been  wrono'ht  into  a  c(>lonv  and 
governed  by  a  connnon  charter.  But  with  the  waters  of"  tlie  hny 
stretching  between  tlieni,  sometimes  ])oister()us,  sometimes  fro- 
zen, and  always  dangerous,  liow  were  tliey  to  be  brought  together 
in  tliis  infancy  of  tlieir  existence.  We  little  ai)preciatc  or  even 
imagine,  how  formidable  was  the  barrier  thus  intei-posed  in 
those  early  days.  The  j)assage  from  the  ])lantations  of  Aquid- 
neck  to  those  of  Providence,  even  in  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, required  a  long  day  of  hard  rowing  in  Indian  canoes  or 
in  the  rude  boats  which  the  settlers  soon  began  to  build  for  them- 
selves. The  first  General  Assem!)ly  for  adopting  the  charter 
of  1643,  was  held  in  May,  1047,  at  Portsmouth,  then  the  largest 
town  in  the  colony.  Judge  Staples,  in  his  Annals,  expresses 
the  opinion  that  the  greater  part  of  the  male  j)o})ulation  of  Prov- 
idence found  their  way  to  this  Asseml)ly  in  canoes  rowed  by 
themselves.  The  instructions  o-iven  bv  the  town  meetino-  to  the 
special  delegates  to  tliis  Assembly,  closed  with  the  following 
striking  words:  "We  conunit  you  unto  the  })rotection  and  di- 
rection of  the  Almighty,  wishing  you  a  comfortable  voyage,  a 
happy  success  and  a  safe  return  unto  us  again."  Words  like 
these  suggest  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which  attended  a  •'voy- 
age" on  the  bay,  even  in  the  month  of  ^Nfay,  in  the  twelfth  year 
after  the  first  settlement  had  been  made.  Its  shores,  especially 
on  the  western  side,  were  covered  with  dense  forests  in  which, 
here  and  there,  openings  had  been  made  for  Indian  villages.  It 
could  be  traversed  oidy  in  pleasant  weather  in  any  season,  and 
in  winter  it  was  effectually  closed  for  at  least  two  months  by  ice. 
When  we  recall  facts  like  these  it  becomes  evident  that  the  con- 
ditions of  intercourse  among  the  towns  of  the  colony,  nay  the 
conditions  even  of  their  very  existence,  were  somewhat  harshly 
prescribed  and  enforced  by  the  stern  mistress  whom  they  had 
not  yet  learned  either  to  conciliate  or  to  control. 

But  I  nuist  not  be  thought  to  disparage  our  noble  bay  which 
has  done  so  nuich  in  the  making  of  the  State.  I  am  only  saying- 
thai  it  was  a  somewhat  formidable  expanse  of  water  for  our  earlv 
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settlers  to  tnnerse  in  nothing  but  rowl^oats  and  canoes.  I  knf>\\ 
full  well  that  it  was  all  the  time  training  them  to  hardshi})s,  to 
self-reliance  in  dangers,  to  all  the  heroic  qualities  which  were 
needed  to  })re[)are  them  for  a  subsequent  stage  in  their  social 
progress.  The  settlements  once  united  became  prosperous  and 
strong.  The  sea  was  still  around  them  on  every  side,  but  tliey 
had  now  learned  to  adapt  themselves  to  its  varying  moods  and 
to  make  use  of  its  forces  for  purposes  of  their  own.  Industry 
had  greatly  increased  their  i-esources.  The  little  boats  whicli  ne- 
cessity had  taught  them  to  build  were  soon  supplanted  by  slooj»s, 
shallops  and  snows,  by  brigantines  and  by  ships,  and  these  they 
built  in  great  numbers,  not  only  for  themselves,  but  also  for  the 
neighboring  colonies.  An  active  trade  sprang  up,  not  only  with 
Boston,  New  London,  New  Haven  and  Manhattan,  but  also 
with  Barbadoes  and  the  Spanish  West  India  Islands.  The  strug- 
gle for  existence  was  over,  and  the  bay  was  now  no  longer  the 
dictator  of  their  movements,  but  the  willing  servant  of  their  in- 
terests. The  forests  on  its  shores  were  fast  disappearing,  its 
depths  and  shallows  had  been  ascertained  and  its  harbors  were 
inviting  the  commerce  of  Eiu'ope.  I  hope  that  before  it  is  too 
late  some  worthy  history  of  the  era  of  Rhode  Island  commerce 
will  be  written.  Should  it  be  written  aright,  more  than  any 
other  chapter  in  the  annals  of  the  State  it  will  show  how  inq)()r- 
tant  was  the  agency  of  the  bay  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  in 
producing  some  of  the  noblest  (pialities  in  the  character  of  the 
})eo})le.  It  enabled  them  to  l^ecome  a  colony  in  a  large  de- 
gree of  sailors  and  seafarers,  of  ship  builders  and  merchants. 
So  great  was  the  connnerce  of  the  colony  before  the  troubles  with 
England  began  that  Newport  was  the  rival  of  Boston  as  a  port 
for  foreign  trade.  This  trade  had  also  become  large  in  Provi- 
dence and  at  length  in  l^ristol,  while  ships  were  built  at  Warren, 
at  Wickford  and  at  East  (Jreenwich,  and  the  whole  surface  of  our 
Rhode  Island  waters  glistened  with  coasters  from  every  part  oi" 
New  England.  In  the  wars  between  England  and  Erance  our 
sailoi-s  had  been  largely  engaged  in   naval  service  and  in  j)riva- 
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teeriiig"  and  had  become  accustomed  to  those  deeds  of  during, 
whicli  long  lingered  in  the  tradition.^  (jf*  the  colony.  It  was  the 
spirit  thns  created  and  ke])t  alive  that  in  later  days  prompted  the 
burning  of  the  CTasi)ee,  that  produced  Abraham  AVhij)}>le  for  the 
Continental  Navy  and  prepared  the  way  for  Connnodore  Perry 
and  his  Khode  Island  companions  at  Lake  Ei-ie. 

To  all  this  conmiercial  enterpi'ise  and  ])i"osperity  the  ^^'ar  of 
Independence  brought  a  serious  check,  which  proved  to  be  the 
precursor  of  a  j)erpetual  blight.  The  long  blockade  of  the  coast, 
the  occupation  of  Ne\vj)()rt  by  l>ritish  troops  and  the  presence 
of  British  cruisers  in  the  harbor  scattered  the  po[)ulation  of  our 
ancient  capital,  and  well  nigh  ])iit  an  end  to  its  conuuercial  pios- 
perity.  After  the  war  had  come  to  an  end  it  partially  revived, 
but  it  did  not  again  approach  its  early  im[>ortance.  Foreign 
commerce,  however,  re\  ived  and  j)ros[)ere(l  in  Pi'ovidence  and 
to  some  extent  in  Bristol.  A  Pi-ovidence  shi[),  the  George 
Washington,  owned  by  John  Brown,  was  one  of  the  earliest  to 
bear  the  national  flag  of  the  new  American  Union  to  the  ports  of 
China  ;  and  the  wharves  at  India  Point  and  South  Water  street 
long  continued  to  be  crowded  with  ships  ti-ading  to  the  ports  of 
Europe  and  the  East  Indies.  After  the  first  decade  of  the  piesent 
century  they  began  to  decline  in  numliers,  and  the  last  arrival 
and  the  last  clearance  of  Indiamen  at  the  port  of  Providence 
took  place  so  late  as  1841.  A  change  had  already  been  in  pi-o- 
grcss  for  twenty  years.  The  West  was  sending  its  [)roducts  to 
the  seaboard.  Stejun  was  beginning  to  be  used  in  transporta- 
tion. Under  the  operation  of  an  inexoral)le  hiw  which  controls  the 
movements  of  civilization,  the  foreign  c(mnnerce  of  the  country 
became  ra])idly  concentrated  at  a  few  great  [)orts  and  its  early 
New  England  centres  weiv  wholly  abandoned.  Thus  ended  the 
conmiercial  era  of  Khode  Island  history.  The  l)ay  no  longer 
shaped  the  destiny  of  the  State  or  controlled  the  occu[)ations  of 
its  peojile.  It  had  done  a  splendid  work.  It  had  trained  the 
feeblest  of  the  New  Eni»land  colonies  to  become,  in  some  re- 
s})ects,  the  connnercial  rival  and  ecputl  of  the  strongest.     It  had 
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bred  a  race  of  stni'dy  and  lieroic  men,  the  merchant  owner.-?  jind 
also  the  masters  and  tlie  crews  of  ships  that  liad  sailed  in  every 
sea  and  brought  back  the  products  of  every  clime.  A  few  of  ns 
recall  the  look  and  bearing  of  those  vetei'an  sea  captains  who 
lived  in  Providence  long  after  their  occupation  was  gone.  Souil- 
of  them  were  attached  U)  insin-ance  offices,  scune  wei'e  engaged  in 
ti'ade,  some  Avere  su])erintendents  of  mills,  and  some  cultivated 
the  soil,  but  whatcAcr  their  ()ccu[)ation  they  were  men  of  marked 
character,  whose  con\'ersation  was  always  interesting  and  whose 
very  a])pearance  connnanded  respect. 

The  decline  of  l^liode  Island  conmierce  brought  an  exigency 
upon  the  State  of  the  utmost  severity.  The  ()ccii})ation  of  the 
greater  ])art  of  its  people  was  gone.  Labor  became  idle  and  cap- 
ital imi)roducti\  e.  Property  of  every  kind  Avas  losing  its  value. 
Families  lately  living  in  afHuence  wci'e  reduced  to  jjenury.  The 
young  men  of  the  new  generation  found  no  employment.  The 
effects  of  the  change  rested  most  hea\ily  on  the  towns  along  the 
shores  of  the  bay,  for  the  whole  maritime  population  had  lost 
their  means  of  sid3sistence.  Newport  undoubtedly  suffered  moi-e 
severely  than  any  either  town,  and  it  was  only  after  a  long  [)e- 
riod  of  stagnation  that,  tiu'ough  the  unlading  charms  of  her  island 
shores,  she  has  made  reparation  for  the  loss  of  her  early  com- 
merce ;  and  thus  again  has  she  illustrated  her  dejjcndence  on  the 
])hysical  features  of  her  situation.  The  founders  of  Providence 
came  to  a  si)ot  which  ha])pened  to  be  pi-ecisely  where  the  fresh 
water  of  the  rivers  mingled  with  the  salt  water  of  the  sea  :  a 
fact,  which,  1  j)resume,  had  nothing  to  do  Avith  their  seh'crion.  but 
which  has  had  more  to  do  than  any  other  in  its  history  in  mak- 
ing Providence  what  it  has  now  become.  The  spot  was  not 
wanting  in  natural  beauty,  but  in  its  industrial  advantages  it  was 
preeminent;  and  in  our  high  a[)[)reciation  of  the  latter,  I  lune 
sinnetimes  thought  that  we  have  greatly  underrated  the  former. 
Seldom  have  the  two  been  more  Irappily  coml)ined  in  the  site  of" 
a  town.  Indeed,  without  these  manifold  felicities  of  our  geo- 
graphical position,  1  greatly  fear  that  our  ancient  cradle  of  Soul 
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Liberty  would  never  have  attained  to  any  remarkable  distinction. 
From  the  hill  that  rose  above  their  earliest  duellings,  our  [)eoi)l(; 
from  the  beginning  had  been  aecnstomed  to  look  forth  upon  the 
bay  that  stretched  toward  the  sea  on  the  south,  and  also  to  look 
iij)  the  rivers  that  meandered  through  the  woods  from  the  north. 
The  former  aiforded  the  grander  and  more  connnanding  specta- 
cle, and  for  nearly  two  centuries  it  hugely  shaped  the  character, 
detennined  the  industry  and  controlled  the  fortunes  oi*  the  town 
and  was  associated  with  all  the  glories  of  the  State.  X<nie 
coidd  have  anticipated  that  a  time  would  ca  er  come  when  it  woidd 
cease  to  do  its  accustomed  work  for  the  dwellers  on  its  shores. 
But  this  time  had  now  come,  and  Xarragansett  J>ay,  though  shorn 
of  none  of  its  beauty  or  its  glory,  ceased  to  l)e  the  leading  source 
of  pros[)erity  to  Khode  Island. 

The  emergency  was  a  great  one.  It  invohed  the  pros[)erity 
and  even  the  means  of  subsistence  of  a  large  })opulation.  It  occa- 
sioned anxiety  in  all  thoughtful  minds.  Merchants,  not  without 
dismay,  had  awaited  its  ai)proach  and  both  ca[)ital  and  labor  had 
dreaded  its  coming.  Thei'c  was  plainly  nothing  to  be  done  but 
to  withdraw  from  the  bay  and  to  occupv  anothei'  s})here  of  our 
})hysical  geography  and  make  it  tributary  to  our  necessities.  Thus 
it  Avas  that  avc  retired  from' the  salt  water  to  the  fresh,  from  the 
bay  to  the  rivers.  From  sending  shi])s  to  every  ocean,  we  now 
turned  to  the  building  of  factories  on  every  stream  witliin  our 
control.  It  is  astonishing  with  what  rapidity  the  change  was  ac- 
com])lished  in  the  midst  of  the  difiiculties  and  nncertaiuties  then 
existing.  In  a  few  years  a  large  ])art  of  the  fixed  cai)ital  of  the 
State  ])assed  through  perhaps  the  greatest  of  transformations, 
and  almost  the  entire  [)o})ulation  became  engaged  in  an  industry 
wliolly  unknown  to  the  generation  preceding  them.  The  rural 
farmer  looked  in  amazement  at  the  strange  proceeding.  The  little 
stream,  scarcely.large  enough  to  water  his  meadow,  became  more 
valuable  than  his  entire  farm,  and  he  hastened  to  leave  his  plough 
in  the  field  and  if  ])ossil)le  to  become  an  owner  in  the  mill.  In- 
stead of  i)artnerships  of  merchants,  we  now  l>egau  to  ha\e  cor[)o- 

4 


26  ETT01>E    ISLAND    TIISTOKICAL    SOCIETY. 

nitions  of  iiKinufactiircr^.  Tlic  ownei's  of  the  rivers  and  tlic 
owners  of  tlieir  ])anks  were  often  at  variance,  and  a  new  class  of 
legal  controversies  a})peared  in  the  com'ts  and  engaged  tlie  atten- 
tion of  tlie  connnunity.  .VU  tliese  have  long  since  heen  settled. 
and  fanners  and  niannfacturei's  alike  have  thri\  ed  and  })i-osi»ere<l 
together,  each  a  help  to  the  other.  Thus  did  the  old  indnstiy 
on  which  the  kState  had  long  depended,  ])ass  away  nnd  a  new  in- 
dustry spring  lip  to  take  its  place.  Xeither  the  de[)artuie  of  the 
old  nor  the  coniinii'  of  the  new  was  the  result  of  anv  oriiiinatinii 
choice  or  agency  even  of  those  whose  interests  Avere  most  at 
stake.  On  the  contrary,  each  was  dictated  by  controlling  force:^ 
which  none  could  resist.  Jt  had  been  the  bay  that  made  us  mer- 
chants and  it  was  now  the  waterfalls  of  the  rivers  that  made  u> 
manufactm-ers  ;  and  the  two  together  have  made  us  very  largely 
what  we  now  are  in  our  industrial  pui'suits,  and  conseijuently  in 
our  social  and  civic  character  and  modes  of  life. 

1  have  chosen  two  familiar  features  in  the  physical  geography 
of  the  State,  and  indicated  the  agency  of  each  in  shaping  the 
character  and  life  of  its  })opulation.  Enough,  1  think,  has  been 
said  to  show  that  these  agejicies,  and  such  as  these,  demand  a 
place  in  our  history  as  truly  as  any  enactments  of  legislation,  as 
any  services  of  magistrates,  as  any  achievements  of  hei'oes.  A\'ith- 
out  them  neither  laws,  nor  magistrates,  nor  heroes  would  ha\  c 
been  such  as  they  were.  They  were  the  environment  which  as- 
sisted in  producing  them  all.  Xor  are  we  to  imagine  that  these 
agencies  ha\e  wrought  their  eifects  in  our  industrial  interests idt)nc. 
They  have  each  exerted  a  corresponding  influence  on  the  general 
condition  of  society,  on  the  modes  of  life  and  the  enjoyments  of 
the  })eople  and  on  the  political  movements  and  forturics  of  the 
State.  The  bay  not  only  gave  rise  to  connnerce  and  all  that 
conmicrce  bnnight  in  its  immediate  train,  but  it  also  led  to  the 
broad  social  se})aration  between  the  occupants  of  its  shores  and 
the  people  of  the  country,  a  se[)aration  which  lasted  for  several 
generations.  This  social  se[)aration  found  its  natural  counteri)art 
in  politics,  and  thus  led   to  a  corresponding   distinction  between 
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tlie  parties  aspiring  to  control  its  affairs.  Out  of  the  same  agency 
came  tlie  paper  money  delusion,  and  tliat  extraordinary  mental 
aberration  of  tlie  State,  in  Avliicli  slie  nearly  put  an  end  to  lier 
own  existence  by  lier  repeated  refusals  to  adopt  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Hesidts  ecpially  com[)reliensive  are  also  to 
be  ascribed  to  tlie  agency  of  the  rivers  and  the  waterfalls  that  dic- 
tated the  later  industry  in  which  our  i)eople  are  still  very  largely 
engaged.  The  social  changes  which  have  been  wrought  under 
its  influence  are  of  the  utmost  importance  and  many  of  them 
are  still  in  progress  all  around  us.  The  large,  investment  of 
manufacturing  ca})ital  in  rural  towns  has  given  a  new  char- 
acter and  spirit  to  their  po})ulations.  The  distinctions  of  town 
and  country  have  faded  away  from  politics,  and  political  parties 
are  no  longer  controlled  by  local  interests  or  local  prejudices. 
Kelations  of  reciprocal  dependence  of  each  part  of  the  State  on 
all  the  others  are  everywhere  recognized.  The  increasing  intel- 
ligence and  the  progressive  unity  of  the  entire  population  are  not 
only  making  the  State  the  chosen  home  of  the  mechanic  arts,  but 
are  creathig  here  a  type  of  civilization  and  of  social  development 
which  had  their  origin  not  alone  in  the  character  of  our  civil  in- 
stitutions, or  in  the  labors  and  struggles  of  our  people  themselves, 
but  also  in  the  singular  advantages  of  our  situation.  AVe  must 
not,  therefore,  imagine  that  we  are  Avriting  our  history  in  full 
and  explaining  how  Rhode  Island  was  really  made,  unless  we  set 
forth  the  agency  of  the  latter  as  fully  as  the  agency  of  the  for- 
mer ;  unless  we  trace  the  extra(n*diiiary  influence  of  oiu*  physical 
environment  along  the  whole  pathway  of  our  progress,  as  well 
as  the  influence  of  the  ideas  and  principles  which  our  founders 
and  fathers  brought  here  and  wrought  into  the  institutions  of  the 
State. 
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KEPORT  OF  THE  C0:\OnTTEE  OX  I^UILDIXG 
AXD  GKOUXDS. 


Providence,  Janiiary  12tli,  188G. 

To  THE  PiioDE  Island  Histoi^ical  Society  : 

The  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds  report  expenditures 
during  tlie  year  18H5  as  follows  : 

For  amount  paid  for  labor  and  materials  on  build- 
ing       .  .  .  .  .  .  $20.76 

For  amount  paid  for  care  of  grounds  and  removing 

snow    ......  15.97 

For  amount  paid  for  iron  hitching  post  and  setting- 
same     .  .  .  .  .  .  *5.90 


$42.05 
Youcliers  for  these  amounts  are  filed  with  the  Treasurer. 

Kespectfully  submitted  for  the  Conunittee, 

Isaac  II.  Soutiiavick, 

Chairman. 
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KEPORT  OF  THE  CO.ADIITTEE  OX  THE 
LIBRARY. 


Providence,  Jamiarv  12tli,  LSSO. 
To  TUE  Rhode  IsLAXD  IIistokical  Society  : 

The  Committee  on  tlie  Library  respectfully  present  their  sixth 
annual  Report. 

Mr.  Amos  Perry,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  has  been  continued 
in  the  office  of  librarian.  The  library  has  been  kept  open, 
with  the  librarian  or  his  assistant  in  attendance,  usually  for  ii^•e 
and  a  half  hours  in  the  day.  It  has  been  much  frequented  for 
the  same  })urposes  as  heretofore.  Your  committee  think  it  Ijcst 
to  encourage  the  consultation  of  books  here,  rather  than  their 
.circulation.  It  is  safer  and  more  convenient  when  a  l)ook  is  in 
much  demand. 

AVc  have  felt  very  seriously  the  need  of  increased  acconunoda- 
tion  ;  and  have  conferred  with  the  connnittee  on  Iniilding  and 
grounds,  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  enlarging  shelf-room  in 
tlie  galleries  or  ante-rooms.  The  east  ante-room  lias  been  to 
some  extent  cleared  and  fitted  to  receive  the  books  that  liave  en- 
cumbered the  balustrade. 

The  work  of  cataloguing  books  and  pamphlets  has  l)cen  stead- 
ily eontimied.  It  is  more  and  more  liampcred  by  the  want  of 
proper  shelf-room,  which  })reveuts  tlie  permanently  satisfactoi-y 
arrangement  of  books,  so  indispensable  to  tlicir  usefulness. 
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Under  tlic   standiiip;   ap]>ropriatIon  of  one  Inindrcd   dollars  a 
year,  the  eonimittee  have  expended  as  follows  : 

For  books,  $9.50 

binding,  .     30.20 

drawers  and  cards  for 
catalooue,  38.0G 


Total,  -      $77.7() 

For  conA'enience  in  preparing  this  report  we  lia^e  ])i-onght  onr 
enumeration  of  accessions  only  down  to  the  l)Cginning  of  the  year 
188G.  As  our  count  ])egins  from  the  date  of  the  last  anmitd 
meeting,  it  covers  twelve  days  less  than  a  year.  From  January 
13  to  December  31,  1885,  inclusive,  the  accessions  were  as 
follows  : 

Bound  volumes,  429 

Pamphlets,  1,66G 

Miscellaneous,  1G7 


Total,  2,2G2 

There  is  a  considerably  lessened  number  of  additions  to  library 
and  cabinet.  This  lessening-  mav  be  partly  accidental,  or  due  to 
special  and  unusual  donations  in  previous  years.  But  we  think 
the  crowded  state  of  this  room  has  had  its  influence  in  discour- 
aging donors. 

Among  our  accessions  arc  several  new  books  relating  to  the 
intellectual  and  religious  history  of  our  country.  One  of  the 
most  valualde  of  these  Is  the  History  of  the  American  Episcopal 
Church,  1587-1883,  by  Bishop  AV.  S.  Perry  of  Iowa  (a  native 
of  Providence).  It  is  In  2  vols.,  4to.,  containing  more  than 
1300  pages.  The  first  volume  treats  of  the  Planting  and  Growth 
of  the  Colonial  Church  :  the  second  of  the  Organization  and 
Progress  of  the  American  Churcli,  1783-1883.  The  leading 
narrative  Is  furnished  by  the  * 'Editor;''  illustrative  monographs 
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are  {iddcd  by  distinguished  writei's.  Tliitf  })l{in  unites  the  ad- 
vantages of  tlie  eouperative  nietliod  with  greater  unity  of  treat- 
ment than  that  nietliod  eoininonly  ensures.  The  work  is  freely 
illustrated  liy  engravings  and  fac-similes.  It  is  given  us  by  its 
author,  avIio  for  many  other  favoj's  deserves  our  s])ceial  thanks. 

Tlie  Huguenot  Emigration  to  Aineriea,  in  2  \(>ls.,  by  Ivev. 
C.  W.  Baird  of  live,  X.  Y.  is  a  timely  and  instruetive  book. 
It  treats  of  Freiieh  Protestant  settlements  in  this  country,  before 
and  after  that  wholesale  exodus  which  Ibllowed  the  lievocation 
of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.      It  is  of  great  genealogical  value. 

We  have  received  the  thiid  volume  of  Sibley's  Harvard  (irad- 
uates  (classes  of  1G78-81>),  and  Yale  Biographies  and  Annals, 
1701-45,  by  F.  B.  Dexter,  a  gift  from  Yale  College:  Dr. 
GuikVs  "Chaplain  Smith  and  the  Baptists*";,  and  from  the  His- 
torical and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  the  Diary  of  Zeis- 
berger,  a  Moravian  missionary  among  the  Indians  of  Ohio, 
1781-98.  Zeisberger  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  and  made  contributions  to  aboriginal  literature.  Other 
illustrations  of  jiioneer  history  are.  The  Life  and  Times  of  Colo- 
nel Israel  Ludlow,  one  of  the  original  Proprietors  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  1885,  and  Life  and  AVritings  of  John  Filson,  the  first 
historian  of  Kentucky,  1885. 

One  im[)ortaiit  source  of  acce'ssions  is  that  of  exchange  with 
kindred  societies.  In  these  courtesies,  we  have  of  late  years 
been  the  ^iainers  in  a  decree  not  entirelv  creditable  to  us.  Be- 
sides  such  acquisitions  from  New  England  societies,  we  desire 
particularly  to  acknowledge  the  Collections  ot  the  Nova  Scotia 
Historical  Society  ;  and  three  volumes  of  great  interest  and  value 
from  Maryland.  AVe  have  here  the  latin  text  of  the  Charter 
given  to  Lord  Ijaltimore  in  l()o2*,  other  documents  relating  lo 
the  early  settlement  of  Maryland,  and  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Council  and  .Assembly  between  the  years  Ib^il)  and  KmO.  The 
whole  is  published  inelegant  style,  by  the  State,  under  direction 

*"This  charier,"  siys  Ifildreth,  '■licLninc  a  model   in  must  respects  for  all   American  charlcr.s 
subsequently  granted."     Hist,  of  United  States,  1.,  207 
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of  tlie  MtirylaiKl  Historical  Sueiety,  lS<So-85.  It  i.<  a  hhkU'I  of 
the  good  rcyults  that  may  be  attained  by  the  e(>r)pei-ati()ii  ol'  State 
generosity  vvitli  private  and  associated  industry  and  skill. 

The  most  curious  volume  of  anti([uarian  value  that  has  readied 
lis  during  the  year  bears  this  title  ;  ''A  short  Story  of  the  rise, 
reign,  and  mine  of  the  Antinomians,  Familists,  and  Libertines. 
that  infected  the  Churches  of  XEW  l^^NGLAND  :  and  how 
they  were  confuted  by  the  Assembly  of  Ministers  there  :  as 
also  of  the  ^Magistrates'  proceedings  in  Court  Jigainst  them. 
Together  Avith  God's  strange  and  remarkable  judgements  from 
Heaven  uj)on  some  of  the  chief  fomenters  of  these  Opinions," 
&e.     London,  1044. 

This  is  an  anonymous  tract,  i)ieced  out  with  a  Preface  and 
Appendix  by  the  llev.  I'homas  Welde,  once  minister  at  Ivox- 
bury,  but  who  returned  to  England  in  1()41.  It  dwells  with 
unpleasant  detail  on  certain  domestic  misha})S  in  the  family  of 
the  leader  of  Antinomianism  :  and  where  the  ])hysician  sees  only 
a  case  of  arrested  or  abnormal  develo})ment  the  Puritan  pam[)h- 
leteer  discerns  a  "judgement  of  Heaven."'  This  book  is  gi\en 
us  by  our  life-member,  ^h\  AVilliam  G.  Weld. 

We  have  received  genealogical  accoimts  of  the  families  of 
Ames,  Baldwin,  l^artow.  Bridge,  Carpenter,  Emmerton,  Pley- 
don,  Lefferts,  Leighton,  Potter,  Schenck,  Silsbee,  AVeeks, 
Whittlesey,  c'cc. 

One  of  our  resident-members,  ]Mr.  Frederick  M.  Ballon,  has 
brought  from  England  and  presented  to  our  library  the  recent 
editions  of  Sir  Bernard  Burke's  works,  of  inestimal)le  value  in 
tracing  the  history  of  l>ritisli  and  .Vmerican  families  : — The  Gen- 
eral and  Heraldic  History  ot  Britisli  Peerage,  Baronetage  and 
Knightage,  4()th  edition,  London,  L'>84.  (Jeneral  Armory, 
1884.      Landed  Gentry,  '2  vols.,  188l>. 

^Ir.  Henry  F.  A\'aters,  a  representatix  e  of  tlie  New  England 
Historic  (ienealogical  Society,  has  been  more  tlian  two  years  in 
Europe,  engaged  i)rimarily  in  tracing  the  English  pedigrees  and 
liistorv  of  families  in  America.    He  has  had  ureat  success  in  his 
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leading  object ;  and  has  also  found  and  introdiico<l  to  his  con- 
t?tituents  writings  and  maps  of  historic  importance,  which  have 
been  published  in  the  Historical  and  Gencah)gical  Kegistcr,  and 
have  been  added  to  our  library. 

Of  town  and  local  histories  we  have  added  less  than  usual. 
Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  is  the  History  of  West  Chester 
county,  N.  Y.,  in  2  vols.,  by  Robert  Bolton,  Jr.,  1848,  with 
many  engravings.  It  relates  to  a  region  closely  connected  with 
the  Huguenot  families  in  this  country.  We  must  also  name 
"Ancient  Landmarks  of  Plymouth,"  by  W.  T.  Davis,  1883  ; 
the  history  of  ]Milford  by  Ballou  ;  and  Xatick  by  Bacon  ;  and  an 
account  of  the  connncmoration  of  the  himdreth  anniversary  of 
New  Haven  as  a  city. 

In  our  Khodc  Island  de})artment  we  have  received  j\Ir.  Payne's 
Reminiscences  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bar  ;  the  ]Memorial  of  our 
late  associate  Geori>e  Whitman  Danielson,  from  his  widow  :  the 
tracts  hi  which  Chief  Justices  Bradley  and  Durfce  maintain  their 
conflicting  interpretations  of  constitutional  law  ;  reports  of  pi'o- 
ceedin£>s  connected  with  the  mural  i^aintino-  in  Providence  countv 
court-house  ;  the  Life  of  ]{ev.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  by  Stephen 
West,  D.  D.,  1805  ; — a  copy  which  once  belonged  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  E.  Channing,  and  is  given  us  by  his  son  AYm.  F. 
Chanuing,  jNI.  I).,  formerly  one  of  our  resident  members  ;  a  vol- 
ume containing  two  sermons  by  Hopkins  ;  and  several  volumes 
of  less  strictly  historical  interest,  but  going  to  complete  our  rep- 
resentation of  the  literature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  j)rose  and  verse. 
To  these  nuist  be  added  a  vast  niuiiber  of  reports  and  contem- 
poraneous documents,  almanacs,  directories  of  Rhode  Island 
towns,  &c. 

A  large  part  of  the  pamphlets  we  receive  are  obtained  by  ex- 
change. The  charital)le  and  educational  institutions  in  our  State 
generally  give  us  their  aniuial  reports.  Among  the  most  gen- 
erous donors  of  pamphlets  and  books  have  been  the  Right  Rev. 
Bishop  Clark,  the  Rev.  Sanjuel  H.^  AVebb,  Dr.  Samuel  A. 
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Green  of  Boston,  ]Miss  Jane  W,  Kendall,  and  last,  but  in  im- 
portance of  gifts  well  nigh  tlic  ilrst,  Yale  College. 

Among  the  articles  entered  as  * 'Miscellaneous"  are  the  follow- 
ing :  Manuscript  account  of  tlie  Yellow  Fever  in  Providence, 
1791-97,  by  jNfoses  Brown,  presented  by  Dr.  G.  L.  Collins, 
and  duly  noticed  at  our  July  meeting ;  a  Deed  of  right  in  a 
Common  in  Colcliester,  Conn.,  1744;  numerous  anticpie  manu- 
script warrants,  commissions,  and  other  })apers  ;  a  list  of  the  legal 
heirs  of  Eleanor  Field  ;  a  diary  of  fai-ni  operations  in  elolmston, 
1798-1818  ; — various  local  illustrations,  such  as'a  framed  oil 
painting  of  the  old  Fox  Point  Observatory  ;  a  map  of  Fort  Xln- 
igret,  Charlestown,  11.  I.  ;  a  photograph  of  the  old  house  of 
Deputy-Governor  Elisha  Brown  on  North  ]\lain  street,  Pro\i- 
dence  ;  a  fine  photograph  of  our  old  drop-scene;  drawings  of 
the  monument  and  fort  of  the  Huo-uenot  settlement  at  Oxford, 
Mass; — several  portraits  of  persons  prominent  in  Phode  Island 
history,  especially  an  oil  painting  of  the  authoi-ess  Mrs.  Cather- 
ine P.  Williams,  by  Susanna  Paine,  who  was  known  both  as  por- 
trait painter  and  writer  in  Providence  and  other  places  ;  likenesses 
of  Lion  Gardiner  of  Gardiner's  Island,  X.  Y.,  and  of  two  grad- 
uates of  Brown  University,  conspicuous  by  the  length  and  the 
excellence  of  their  lives,  William  Wilkinson  and  Benjamin  llo- 
bart ; — files  of  old  news})apers,  especially  two  volumes  (not 
complete)  of  ''The  New  Age,"  1841-42,  relating  to  the  suf- 
frage agitation  ;  caricatures  belonging  to  the  same  i)eriod : 
models  of  the  steamboats  Blackstone  and  Massasoit,  built  in 
Providence*  ; — Perkins's  tractors,  which  nearly  a  century  ago 
had  a  wide  reputation  as  ciu'ative  agents  ;  the  Spinning-wheel 
of  ]\Iiss  Betsey  Williams,  cScc. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  these  miscellaneous  olyects  is 
a  representation  (heliotypc  of  a  wax  impression)  of  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  the  Province  of  Carolina,  with 
fac-similes  of  the  signatures  of  the  Pro})rietors,  under  the  Char- 

*Said  to  have  been  "built  on  the  site  where  Maiichctter  and  Hopkins'  coal  yard  now  is,  by  Mr. 
John  G.  Child." 
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ter  of  Charles  II.,  almost  contemporaneons  with  tliat  of  Ehode 
Islaiul.  This  valued  gift  is  from  Mv  William  A.  Courtcnay, 
lately  Mayor  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

A  most  important  branch  of  this  department  called  '•]Miscel- 
laneous"  is  tliat  of  Manuscripts.  The  Society  is  not  doing  all 
it  ought  m  rescuing  these  perishable  materials  of  history,  which 
are  in  the  nature  of  the  case  unique,  and  once  lost  cannot  be 
replaced.  Many  family-papers,  letters,  diaries,  interleaved  al- 
manacs, account  books,  legal  instruments,  &c.,  are  going  to 
waste  in  garrets,  or  await  the  SAvifter  destruction  of  fire.  If  col- 
lected and  made  accessible,  they  would  be  of  incalculable  service 
to  the  antifpiarv,  the  genealogist,  and  even  the  historian.  This 
is  a  line  of  work  in  which  all  may  aid.  It  is  a  task  especially 
appropriate  to  Historical  Societies,  whose  corporate  existence 
outlives  that  of  individual  collectors,  and  furnishes  the  best 
guarantee  of  continuance. 

Charles  AY.  Parsons 
WiLLiAar  B.  Weedex 
Stephen  H.  Arnold 

Committee  on  the  Library. 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


Providence,  January  12,  188G 
To  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  Committee  on  Publications  present  their  annual  report, 
as  follows  : 

Pursuant  to  the  vote  of  tlie  Society  the  committee  prepared 
for  printing  as  usual  a  condensed  report  of  the  proceedings  for 
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the  year  1884  together -witli  tlie  juldress  of  tlie  president  at  tlie  j 

last   annual   meeting  and   the  several   reports   then   submitted. 
This  was  soon  followed  by  the  issue  of  Yohune  VII.  of  the  Col-  | 

leetions  of  tliis  Society,  the  contents  of  whicli  were  stated  in  the  j 

last  report.     For  many  years  the  committee  on  publications  lia\  e  j 

hesitated  to  publisli  a  volume,  from  the  fear  that  in  tlie  long- 
time before  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of  copies  would  repay  j 
the  cost  incurred  the  slender  means  of  the  Society  might  be  se-  I 
rionsly  impaired.  This  committee  therefore  recommended  tliat 
a  fund  be  raised  by  subscription  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  fortli- 
coming  volume,  to  be  restored  by  the  proceeds  of  its  sale,  and 
thus  to  serve  as  a  pul)lication  fund  for  tlie  future.  The  society 
adopted  the  recommendation  and  ]\Ir  John  P.  AA'alker  was  ap- 
pointed to  solicit  the  fund.  Beginning  with  his  own  generous 
donation  he  promptly  raised  the  entire  sum,  $650,  and  placed  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  in  ample  time  for  the  committee's 
use.  A  service  like  this,  of  present  and  iiermanent  value  to  the 
society,  deserves  grateful  recognition.  The  members  may  not 
have  realized  how  necessary  such  a  provision  is  for  the  publica- 
tion of  a  volume  at  any  time.  The  report  of  the  treasurer  shows 
the  total  income  to  be  but  a  little  over  eight  hundred  dollars  per 
year.  This  sum  barely  sufHces  to  meet  our  moderate  expenses. 
More  than  three-quarters  of  this  amount  would  be  required  to 
cover  the  cost  of  an  ordinary  volume,  printed  and  bound  as 
cheaply  as  possible.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  society 
could  not  undertake  such  an  enterprize,  relying  solely  u]ion  its 
OAvn  funds,  unless  the  sales  woidd  be  sufficient  to  reimburse  the 
treasury  at  once.  Upon  this  point,  however,  the  committee  re- 
gret to  say  that  their  apprehensions  were  not  unfounded.  Only 
eighty-four  copies  of  Volume  VII.  have  been  sold  up  to  this 
time,  and  the  number  of  members  who  have  taken  even  one  copy 
is  considerablv  smaller.  Althouiih  the  committee,  jud£rini>'  from 
tlie  past,  did  not  anticipate  a  s[)eedy  or  extensive  sale,  they  did 
expect  that  a  somewhat  larger  number  of  copies  would  be  taken 
bv  tlie  membt'i;?  tlian  the  account   thus  far  sliows.      Tliev  were 
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aware  lliat  the  greater  part  of  the  edition  of  A^ol.  VI.  still  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  the  society,  but  it  was  tliought  that  this 
might  be  due  to  the  fact  that  sales  of  that  volume  were  made 
from  an  edition  which  was  not  issued  by  the  society.  Of  the 
other  volumes  some  were  printed  by  subscription  and  some  In- 
private  enterprise,  the  society  subscribing  for  copies.  AVhile  the 
charter  of  the  society  declares  its  incorporation  to  1)0  '*for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  and  preserving  whatever  relates  to  the  to- 
j)Ography,  antiquities,  and  national,  civil  and  ecclesiastical  history 
of  this  State,"  the  committee  would,  nevertheless,  suggest  that 
no  such  society  fulfils  its  mission  unless  it  also  gi\es,  as  well  as 
receives,  somethino;  relatino;  to  that  historv.  It  <>tows  bv  dis- 
seminating  the  fruits  of  its  collections.  What  could  this  society 
have  done  to  awaken  an  interest  in  local  history  better  than  the 
issue  of  such  volumes  as  Potter's  History  of  Xarragansett ;  Cal- 
lendcr's  Discourse  on  Staplcs's  Annals  of  Providence  ?  It  cannot 
be  expected  that  all  our  publications  w^ill  have  a  value,  origi- 
nality, or  importance  equal  to  these,  and  yet  the  society  has 
much  material  which  is  too  interesting  and  valuable  to  sleep  in 
manuscript  sheets  in  its  archives.  It  is  hardly  probable  that  any 
book  put  forth  by  this  society  would  not  be  worth  purchase  and 
study  by  anyone  claiming  t'o  have  an  interest  in  matters  of  local 
history.  The  committee  do  not  question  the  readiness  of  our 
members  to  take  the  publications  of  the  society  when  they  are 
brought  to  their  attention.  Each  one,  no  doubt,  buys  many 
books  in  a  year  for  which  he  would  care  less.  But  lacking  the 
active  agencies  of  a  business-house  to  bring  these  publications  to 
their  notice,  the  society  must  rely  on  the  members  themselves 
for  carrying  out  this  branch  of  its  Avork,  and  the  connnittee, 
therefore,  respectfully  conunend  it  to  their  attention.  Viewed 
simply  in  the  light  of  a  contril)uti()n  in  aid  of  historical  litera- 
ture, it  cannot  be  said  that  this  society  severely  taxes  the  liber- 
ality of  its  members,  inasmuch  as  nearly  twenty  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  i)ublication  of  Volume  \l.  If  the  publication 
fund   could   be   reimbursed   from   the  proceeds  of  sales,  an  easy 
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solution  would  be  furnisliccl  to  a  question  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  during  the  year.  There  has  been  a  long-cherished 
and  frequently  expressed  desire  in  this  society  to  publish  that 
portion  of  the  diary  of  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles  covering  tlie  period  of  his 
residence  in  Rhode  Island.  The  manuscript  is  in  the  possession 
of  Yale  College,  and  several  attempts  have  been  made  to  secure 
it  for  our  collections.  The  expense  of  the  Moi'k  has  been  the 
only  obstacle.  Early  in  the  yciir  the  president  received  a  letter 
from  the  New  Haven  Historical  Society,  announcing  its  inten- 
tion to  pi'int  the  entire  diary  and  courteously  offering  to  this  so- 
ciety the  opportunity  to  join  tliem  in  that  part  of  the  work  which 
relates  to  Ehodc  Island.  The  matter  was  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee, who  have  hoped  that,  by  this  time,  the  condition  of  the 
publication  fund  would  enable  them  to  return  a  favorable  re- 
sponse. The  committee  have,  reluctantly,  to  say  that  they  do 
not  yet  see  the  way  clear  to  accept  the  very  kind  proposition  of 
the  New  Haven  Society.  Unless  this  society  is  ready  to  assume 
the  risk  of  being  able  to  meet  its  share  of  the  cost  of  the  volume 
— the  entii'e  diary  to  consist  of  two  volumes — the  proposal  must 
be  declined.  The  time  has  come  when  some  definite  action  must 
be  taken  and  we  therefore  respectfully  refer  the  matter  to  the 
consideration  of  the  society.  There  can  be  no  question  of  the 
desirability  of  the  publication  ;  the  only  question  is  that  of  abil- 
ity to  join  in  it. 

Other  material  is  in  readiness  for  printing  ;  among  which  are 
the  Comer,  ^lac  Sparran  and  Parsons  diaries,  to  which  the  at- 
tention of  the  society  has  heretofore  been  called. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Stixess, 
for  the  Committee. 
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REPORTS  OF  PROCURATORS. 


Report  of  Mk.  Masox. 

Newport,  Janiuiry  4th,  188(). 

To  THE  Rhode  Island  Hlstoihcal  Society  : 

The  expectation  that  when  tlie  New[)()rt  Historical  Society 
moved  into  its  new  quarters,  on  l^arney  Street,  tliere  would  be 
shown  a  wider  and  deeper  interest  in  historical  matters  in  this 
part  of  the  State  has  been  realized.  The  plan  of  having  regu- 
lar meetings,  once  a  month,  rather  than  fpiarterly,  at  which 
time  one  or  more  papers  should  be  read,  was  well  received. 
During  the  year  there  have  been  eleven  such  meetings.  The 
papers  read,  or  the  discussions  that  have  taken  place,  have  given 
a  great 'deal  of  valuable  information,  and  the  Cabinet  has  been 
an  object  of  increased  attention,  owing  to  the  number  and  value 
of  the  gifts  that  have  been  made  to  the  Society.  These  have 
been  classified  and  carefully  arranged  in  cases  j)rei)ared  for  their 
reception.  The  room  has  been  open  daily,  and  frecpiently  the 
number  of  visitors  in  the  course  of  a  day  is  large.  On  the 
tenth  of  September  more  than  five  hundred  persons  visited  the 
room,  and  many  of  them  registered  their  names  befoi-e  leaving. 
A  marble  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  John  Clarke  has  been 
placed  on  one  of  the  walls,  and  it  is  expected  that  other  and 
like  tablets  will  follow,  conunemorative  of  distinguished  names 
that  have  a  place  in  the  history  of  the  State.  At  a  recent 
meeting  the  venerable  Francis  Brinley  was  a[)i)ointed  a  com- 
mittee to  pre[)are  a  history  of  the  Society,  from  the  time  that  it 
was  organized,  1853,  down  to  the  present  date,  to  be  read  at 
the  next  annual  meeting. 

Respectfully, 

Geo.  C.  Mason, 

Procurator. 
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liErORT   OF   THE   UeV.    ]Mll.    PoUTEJI. 


Pawtucket,  Januuiy  12th,  18'SG. 

To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

As  Procunitor  for  l^nvtiicket  I  have  to  report  the  gatliering 
of  a  few  })am[)lilets  rehxting  to  town  matters  —  but  nothing  of 
special  importance.  Since  we  have  become  a  city  there  lias 
been  more  public  interetft  in  our  liistory  and  an  increasing  pride 
iu  our  manufacturing  prosperity,  with  a  greater  reverence  for 
the  founders  of  our  material  wealth.' 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  H.  Porter. 

Report  of  Mr.  Meader. 


Warren,  January  12tli,  188(3. 

To  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society: 

About  a  year  ago,  by  request,  ]\Ir.  Amos  Perry  came  to 
Warren  and  read  his  paper  on  "Ahnanacs"  before  a  good-sized 
audience  in  the  vestry  of  the  Baptist  Church.  At  the  same 
time  he  explained  the  pui'])ose  of  this  Society.  On  a  previous 
occasion  Dr.  Guild  had  read  a  paper  in  the  same  place  on  the 
**  Early  History  of  Brown  University,"  and  had  given  an  ac- 
count of  the  first  conunenceuient  of  the  college  held  in  AVarren. 
These  two  pa[)ers  liave  aided,  in  no  small  degree,  in  stinudating 
a  spirit  of  incpiiry  into  the  history  of  the  town. 

Several  j)upils  in  the  High  School  have  written  essays  on 
Warren  industries  of  the  past,  and  one  oi'  these,  a  very  credit- 
able paj)er,  has  been  published  in  the    Wdrren  Gaiette. 

Mr.  James  N.  Arnold  has  done  a  jrood  service  bv  collectinii" 
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the  inscriptions  from  the  head-stones  in  the  old  cemeteries,  and 
these  have  also  been  published  in  our  local  paper. 

We  are  able  to  present  the  Society  with  two  pamphlets  of 
some  historic  interest,  and  two  old  deeds  will  be  added  as  soon 
as  frames  are  procured  for  tliem.  One  pamphlet  bears  date  of 
1816.  It  is  a  Fourth  of  July  oration  delivered  before  the 
citizens  of  Bristol.  The  name  of  the  author  is  not  given  ;  it 
was  printed  in  Warren  by  ]Mr.  Samuel  Randall.  The  other 
2)amphlet  is  from  the  same  printer  and  bears  date  of  1820.  It 
is  the  farewell  discourse  of  Rev.  Daniel  Chessman,  delivered  in 
the  Warren  Baptist  Church,  January  30,  of  the  above-named 
year.  ]Mr.  Chessman  organized  the  first  Sunday-School  in  the 
church,  and  he  alludes  to  it  in  his  discourse  as  having  reached 
one  hundred  members. 

Mr.  Randall,  the  publisher  of  these  pamphlets,  was  father  of 
the  late  Bishop  Randall.  Pie  was,  at  different  times,  principal 
of  the  Warren  Academy,  postmaster,  publisher  of  the  Clarion, 
and  later  of  the  Warren  Telegrai^tli,  and  was  at  one  time  an 
associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Rhode  Island. 

One  of  tlie  deeds  alluded  to  bears  date  of  1688.  The  wit- 
nesses are  Hugh  Cole  and  Obadiah  Brown.  The  name  of 
Hugh  Cole  is  of  special  interest  because  tradition  says  he  was 
on  terms  of  intimacy  with  King  Philip.  He  is  connected  with 
the  Coles  of  the  present  day  in  Warren. 

The  other  deed  bears  date  of  1692.  Both  convev  land  on 
*'Touissett  Neck,  Swansea"  (now  Warren,  R.  I.),  to  Eider 
Samuel  Luther,  who  was  pastor  of  the  Swansea  Baptist  Chinch. 
They  are  printed  on  heavy  paper,  are  written  quite  plainly,  and 
are  quite  well  preserved. 

As  the  purpose  of  this  Society  becomes  better  known,  other 
valuable  material,  we  are  sure,  will  be  contributed  from  time  to 
time  by  our  citizens. 

Lewis  H.  Meadeh, 

Prociu'ator  for  Warren. 

6 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


General  Fund. 

Richmond  P.  Everett,   Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 
1885. 

Jan.     13.     To  cash  on  hand, $75  37 

1886. 
Jan.     II.  Taxes  from  217  members,        .         .         .         .      •  .  651  00 

Taxes  overdue  from  6  members,      ....  18  00 

Fees  for  admission  from  20  meml^ers,      .         .         .  100  00 
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THE  HUGUENOT  INFLUENCE  IN  RHODE 
ISLAND. 


By  ^Iiss  Esther  Berxox  CARrEXTER. 


The  principal  anniversary  in  the  course  of  the  greatest 
national  persecution  in  modern  history  was  observed  thirteen 
years  ago,  at  the  three  hundreth  return  of  the  memories  of  the 
martyrdom  of  St.  Bartholomew's  day,  that  ''bloodiest  picture 
in  the  book  of  time."  The  massacre  of  that  day  was  the  severest 
blow  ever  struck  at  religion  under  any  name,  and  in  the  sorrow- 
ful words  of  the  devout  Catholic  and  brilliant  thinker,  Chateau- 
briand, "gave  to  philosophical  ideas  an  advantage  over  religious 
ideas  which  has  never  since  hcen  lost."  The  courtly  instigators 
of  that  crime,  and  the  brutal  executors  of  their  will,  alike  be- 
lieved tliat  they  had  well-nigh  extirpated  the  heretics.  And 
Louis  XIV.  was  convinced  that  in  atHxino;  his  si^-nature  to  the 
Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  he  should  extinguish  the  very 
name  of  heresy  in  his  dominions.  But  the  spiritual  forces  which 
brouglit  al)out  the  Reformation,  witli  its  final  ccn-ollary,  religious 
freedom,  were  working  out  results  which  in  their  ultimate  course 
could  neither  be  arrested  by  persecution  nor  limited  by  tolera- 
tion. Kings  and  statesmen,  priests  and  nobles,  could  direct  the 
cumbrous  machinery  of  tlie  state  and  the  law  against  tlie  visible 
manifestations  of  heresy,  but  they  could  not  cope  with  tlie  iiner 
agencies  of  tliought  and  conscience,  and  the  soul  of  the  heretic 
was  an  unshaken  citadel. 


I    I 
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The  Huguciiots  of  France  who  fir^t  began  to  Ijc  genei'ally 
callecl  by  that  name  under  Cliarles  IX.,  were  destined  to  cany  it 
to  distant  countries,  and  to  make  it  an  honored  title  to  the  latest 
generation.  Colonization  had  been  attempted  even  before  the 
great  massacre  of  1572,  and  tlie  brief  period  of  toleration,  under 
that  honest  soldier,  and  clear-siglited  man  of  affairs,  Ilenrv  IV., 
was  quickly  followed  by  the  0|)pression  of  more  tlian  half  a  cen- 
tury, culminating  witli  the  infamous  dragonnades,  the  results  of 
which,  in  the  multitudes  of  forced  conversions,  furnislied  the 
pretended  warrant  for  that  Act  of  Ixevocation  wliich,  in  1(J85, 
drove  hundreds  of  thousands  of  loyal  and  home-loving  French- 
men into  exile. 

With  the  fall,  in  1()28,  of  La  Kochelle,  the  historic  Huguenot 
city,  "tlie  Keligion"  ceased  to  be  coupled  Avitli  tlie  strife  of 
civil  factions,  many  of  the  great  nobles  deserting  a  cause  that 
could  no  longer  ser>e  tlieir  party  interests.  Tlie  Keformed 
Church,  thus  tried  by  adversity,  was  to  be  still  furtlier  purified 
by  persecution.  Those  Avho  endured  botli  these  ordeals,  and  re- 
mained true  to  the  reformed  doctrines,  weie  recruited  from  tlie 
intellectual  and  the  industrial  strength  of  the  nation.  First  may 
be  named  a  grou[)  of  noble  families  of  ancient  distinction,  wlio 
were  still  loyal  to  the  Protestant  faith.  With  them  stood  the  lead- 
ing merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  kuigdom  ;  and  they  were 
followed  by  the  more  intelligent  artisans,  peasantry  and  seamen. 
AYith  the  Huguenots,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Jcavs,  CNclusion  from 
all  the  ambitions  of  civil  and  })olitical  life  hatl  resulted  in  the 
concentration  of  their  abilities  upon  the  })ractical  interests  of 
business.  French  trade  and  manufactures  flourished  in  heretic 
hands.    One-third  of  the  trade  of  the  country  was  conducted   by 

the  lleformed.     In   silk  weavinii',  ohit^s  manufacturino;,  as  fabri- 
cs ■  t^  ff 

cants  of  jewelry  and  pottery,  and  in  many  other  bi'anches  of  the 
finer  industries,  they  wei-e  eminent  lor  their  ingenuity  and  taste. 
In  agriculture,  wherein,  as  the  good  sense  of  the  French  nation 
has  always  acknowledged,  lies  the  true  wealth  of  a  people,  they 
were  especially  dilligent  and  successful.  A  refugee  in  Boston 
in  1()87  is  surprised   at  th(>  careless  husbandry  of  the  English, 
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qui  sont  beaacoup  fiiicaiis,  and  are  [)roficient  only  in  raising 
their  Indian  corn  and  cattle.  Xo  small  number  of  the  French 
seamen,  and  those  confessedly  of  the  best  type,  were  of  the  lie- 
formed  religion.  In  de])arting  from  the  able  policy  of  Kichelieu 
and  Mazarin,  and  causing  the  Huguenot  emigrations,  the  gov- 
ernment of  Louis  XIV.  disorganized  the  great  middle  class  of 
the  kingdom,  and  im])aired  the  chief  resources  of  national  pros- 
perity. 

When  the  time  arrived  for  the  nudtitudes  of  Frenchmen,  na- 
tives of  separated  j)rovinces,  members  of  different  classes  and 
belonging  to  diverse  callings,  but  all  united  as  confessors  of  a 
common  faith,  to  decide  between  recantation  and  expatriation, 
the  stern  choice  was  firndy  made.  In  a  moment,  as  it  were,  by 
i\\Q  power  of  a  noble  impulse  that  warmed  the  hearts  and  nerved 
the  wills  of  tlie  tens  of  thousands  of  *'the  lieligion,'"  France  was 
abandoned  for  a  refuge  beyond  the  seas.  Then  began  such  an 
exodus  as  the  civilized  world  had  ne\er  seen.  The  ex[)ulsion, 
early  in  the  same  century,  of  the  Moors  and  Jcavs  from  the  bor- 
ders of  Spain  could  scarcely  afford  a  parallel  to  the  decree  by 
which  the  Most  Christian  King  drove  his  Protestant  subjects 
from  the  heart  of  his  kingdom  into  perpetual  exile.  As  the 
children  of  Israel  departed  in  haste,  taking  with  them  their  yet 
unleavened  bread,  so  it  is  told,  in  the  homely  story  of  a  refugee 
family,  that  they  Hed  at  a  sudden  warning,  leaving  "the  dinner 
on  the  fire."  These  also  left  all  and  followed  Ilini,  their  Divine 
Master,  as  truly  as  those  who  left  houses  and  lands,  for  His 
name's  sake. 

The  emigration  was  from  the  most  distinguished  provinces  of 
the  kingdom.  From  proud  Xormandy  and  ancient  Bretagne 
went  the  descendants  of  the  Crusaders,  to  begin  a  holier  jjilgrim- 
age  than  that  on  which  their  ancestors  had  departed,  centuries 
before.  From  Saintonge,  the  early  seed  plot  of  the  Kcforma- 
tion  in  France  ;  from  the  Lyonnais,  the  seat  of  Protestant  in- 
dustry ;  from  sunny  Champagne  and  stately  Dauphiny  ;  from 
romantic  Languedoc  and  fair  Lorraine  :  from  Touraine,  Perrv 
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and  the  Orlcanais,  ■co})iuusly  watered  by  the  veins  and  arteries 
of  the  noble  Loire  ;  froniPoitou,  rich  in  ancient  nieniorics  ;  from 
the  Isle  de  France  and  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  ;  from  Guy- 
cnne,  the  frnitfnl  ;  from  the  inheritance  of  the  Connts  of  Foix  ; 
from  Picard}'  and  ^Maine  ;  and  above  all,  from  Annis,  the  faithful 
province,  with  its  Huguenot  stronghold,  La  Eochelle,  "proud 
city  of  the  waters,"  from  town  and  liandet,  from  chateau  andcot- 
tacfc,  from  hill  country  and  i.slet,  from  the  seaboard  and  from  the 
interior,  from  the  north,  east  and  south  of  France,  the  fugitives, 
eludini>-  the  strictest  vigilance  of  the  watchful  o-uards  stationed 
on  the  frontier,  escaped  in  multitudes  to  their  distant  refuge 
among  a  peo])le  of  an  alien  race  and  a  foreign  tongue. 

What  elements  of  mind  and  cliaracter  did  tliey  bring  to  the 
formation  of  the  complex  nationality  which,  in  the  last  two  cen- 
turies, has  been  developed  in  the  maturing  of  the  American  Re- 
public ? 

It  has  never  been  denied  that  the  emigration  wielded  a  greater 
influence  than  might  liave  been  expected  from  its  mere  numbers. 
The  qualities  of  its  members  were,  indeed,  of  a  shining  order  to 
have  irradiated  our  history  with  that  long,  bright  track  of  liglit 
which  we  are  now  following  to  its  origin  in  the  dawning  of  the 
Keformation. 

Though  Lefevrc  is  called  the  father  of  the  French  Keforma- 
tion,  Calvin,  as  its  tutor  and  governor,  formed  its  character  and 
shaped  its  destinies.  Geneva  dominated  La  Eochelle.  Calvin- 
ism, originating  in  the  demand  of  the  logical  French  mind 
for  a  definite  theology,  was,  in  the  severities  of  its  discipline,  a 
more  wholesome  training  for  the  peo[)le  of  the  Gallic  race,  na- 
tives of  a  smiling  country,  strong  in  Ic  hou  seni<  against  the 
promptings  of  fanaticism,  and  sustained  in  all  reverses  by  an 
inexhaustible  clieerfulness,  than  to  the  moulding  of  the  morbid 
and  gloomy  Saxon,  whether  brooding  in  the  mountain  retreats 
of  the  Covenanter  or  battling  with  the  assaults  of  the  stern  cli- 
mate in  whicli  the  Puritan  met  an  unrelenting  foe.  Xo  super- 
stitious terrors  or  cruelties  mar  the  ci\  il  record  of  the  Hui»'uenots. 
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During  tlic  wars  of  "the  Itcligion"  they  foiiglit  in  ^clf-dcfciicc 
and  with  few  vioh\tions  ot*  the  hnvs  of  civilized  warfare.  In  re- 
taliation for  massacres  they  re})eatedly  connnitted  acts  of  icono- 
chistic  ini})Iety,  and  this  is  a  reproach  from  which  even  the  soher 
blood  of  the  Netherlanders  is  not  free,  l^ut  it  may  be  said  of 
them,  as  a  people,  that  though  ti-ied  by  the  refinenients  of  per- 
secution, suffering  in  the  separation  from  their  children,  goaded 
by  the  violence  of  a  brutal  soldiery,  transj)orted  like  criminals, 
enduring  as  galley-slaves  the  severest  labor  that  can  be  per- 
formed by  man,  or  driven  into  hopeless  exile,  they  still  remained 
confessors,  and  did  not  degenerate  into  fanatics.  In  them  the 
best  type  of  the  national  character  asserted  itself,  blending  with 
its  kindred  traits  in  Protestant  England  and  America,  and  within 
the  scope  of  its  innnediate  influence,  subduing  the  asperities  of 
a  race  that  was  ruder  in  the  etiquette  of  its  pleasures  than  the 
more  gentle  people  had  been  in  the  chivalry  of  its  warfare.  The 
sudden  and  secret  departure  of  the  exiles  constituted  a  phase  of 
history  that  was  to  be  repeated  little  more  than  a  century  later, 
in  the  flight  of  the  htilgrcf^.  But  the  priests  and  the  nobles  who 
composed  the  proscribed  classes  of  the  llevt)lution  brought  to 
England  no  such  accession  to  her  moral  or  material  wealth  as 
was  furnished  by  the  Huguenot  manufacturers  and  artisans  of  the 
intelligent  middle  class.  The  character  of  the  rciiigee  contribu- 
tion to  the  strength  of  the  English  [)eople  was  chiefly  industrial. 
In  America  the  Huguenot  name  has  been  es})ecially  identified 
with  [)olitical  ascendency.  By  a  fulfillment  under  favoring  con- 
ditions of  national  aspirations  analogous  to  that  which  was  seen 
in  the  founding  of  the  democracy  of  New  England,  long  before 
English  liberties  were  secured  by  the  Kevolution  of  l()8lS,  the 
immediate  descendants  of  expatriated  Erenchmen,  by  their  share 
in  our  struggle  for  independence,  antici[)ated  the  rising  of  their 
countrymen,  the  tiers  ctat  of  Erance,  with  whom  originated  the 
Revolution.  In  sunnning  up  all  these  phases  of  nationality, 
cither  industrial,  political,  scholarly,  social,  or  religious,  it  is 
enoun^h   to    sav  that   intellectualitv   is  the  note   of   Calvinism. 
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Frencli  Protestantism  owed  its  early  developiiient  to  the  results 
of  the  Iliinianist  oiilture,  chastened  and  systematized  ])y  the  logic 
of  Calvin,  Avho  may  be  styled  the  Apostle  to  the  intellectual ; 
and  wherever  avc  trace  the  influence  of  his  teachings,  whether 
in  discipleship,  under  the  skies  of  antique  France,  or  in  the  re- 
volt of  modern  New  England,  we  recognize  the  workings  of  Ren- 
aissance scholarship  and  Calvinistic  thoughtfulness,  as  in  the 
reactionary  types  which  to-day  are  reproached  as  cultivating  a 
mere  intellectualism,  or  even  as  Pagan,  by  those  religionists 
who  jealously  profess  a  more  full-blooded  creed,  and  engage  in  a 
heartier  worsliip.  But  though  the  French  Calvinist,  by  his  moral 
elevation,  represented  the  most  dignified  type  of  French  charac- 
ter, he  was  not  of  the  school  tluis  indicated  by  the  poet  of  Puri- 
tan antecedents  : 

"Severe  and  smileless,  he  that  runs  may  read 
The  stern  disciple  of  Geneva's  creed." 

Like  the  Puritans,  the  Huguenots  sang  psalms,  and  were  dil- 
igent Bible  students.  Like  them,  they  chose  the  names  of  their 
children  from  the  Scriptures  rather  than  from  the  calendar  of 
saints  of  doubtful  associations.  The  analogy  of  their  sufferings 
under  the  Bourbon  Ahasuerus  w^ith  those  of  the  Jews  of  old 
time,  as  related  in  the  Book  of  Esther,  was  constantly  present 
with  them,  and  no  name  was  oftener  given  to  their  daughters 
than  that  of  the  Jewish  heroine.  The  name  of  Samuel,  the 
early  called,  was  so  often  used  among  them  in  pious  memory  of 
youthful  devotion  as  to  provoke  the  scornful  notice  of  thcii  op- 
ponents. But,  unlike  the  Xew  Englanders,  they  cultivated  the 
amenities  of  life,  in  cheery  and  kindly  social  observances,  in  del- 
icacy and  refinement  of  manners,  and  in  taste  for  music  and  the 
arts.  In  engraving,  ceramics,  painting  and  sculpture,  and  in 
the  walks  of  science,  scholarship  and  literature,  they  furnished 
examples  of  exceptional  ability  and  skill.  While  civil  war  was 
raging,  in  1574,  the  theatres  of  La  llochellc  were  frequented, 
as  those  of  Paris  were  in  the  Peign  of  Terror,  more  than  two 
hundred  years  later.     And  the  play  which  divided  the  attention 
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of  tlie  Ivocliellese  with  the  interests  of  tlic  war  was  the  work  ot 
a  Huguenot  woman,  aftei'wards  known  in  the  long  history  of  a 
desperate  strife  as  the  heroic  Duciiesse  de  Ivohan.  Creeds  and 
systems  cannot  extinguish  race  characteristics,  and  these  Puri- 
tans of  France  kept  Christmas  and  Easter,  used  a  ritual,  and  in 
exile  readily  conformed  to  the  Church  of  England,  who  numbers 
on  her  long  list  of  worthies  some  of  their  most  valued  sons. 

One  distinction  between  the  fugitives  of  La  Ivochelle  aiid  the 
Pilgrims  of  Leyden  cannot  be  overlooked — the  former  fled  from 
persecution  in  its  severest  form  ;  the  latter  did  not ;  and,  praise- 
worthy as  was  that  motive  of  tlieir  departure  from  ILjlland 
which  prompted  them  to  preserve  and  transmit  their  English 
nationality,  the  Puritan  emigrants  cannot  connnand  tliose  deeper 
sympathies  which  I'cspond  to  the  story  of  the  Huguenot  exiles. 

The  merciless  fate  that  banished  the  fugitive  from  his  home 
and  country  pursued  him,  in  various  forms  of  nu'sfortune,  in 
his  flight  to  distant  I'cfuges.  England  and  Holland  afforded 
peaceful  asylums.  But  treacliery  undermined  Coligny's  colony 
in  Brazil,  and  Spanish  and  Portuguese  hostility  completed  its 
ruin.  The  Floridian  colony  was  soon  extinct  in  the  blood  of 
those  Spanish  massacres  which  the  tourists  learns  to  associate 
with  the  antiquity  of  St.  Augustine.  By  the  triumph  of  the 
Jesuits,  the  heretic  was  expelled  from  Acadia  and  Canada  ;  and 
France  was  arrested  in  the  career  of  colonial  empire.  In  her 
Protestant  population  she  possessed  her  most  valuable  material 
for  the  work  of  colonization.  The  Huguenots  were  of  the  pros- 
perous class  that  emigrates  only  under  the  stress  of  some  extra- 
ordinary motive,  such  as  Avas  sui)plicd  by  the  pursuit  of  liberty 
of  conscience.  But  this  means  of  escai)e  was  denied  to  them  : 
for  the  persecution  long  rife  in  the  kingdom  was  finally  carried 
into  the  far  Antilles  ;  and  the  Huguenot,  already  an  enu* grant 
for  his  faith  to  these  remote  dependencies  of  the  French  crown, 
became  a  fugitive  to  the  English  (M)lonies.  By  a  system  which 
illustrated  the  irony  of  cruelty,  the  Protestants  were  now  sent 
in  forced   emigrations  to  the  Antilles,  transported   like  convicts 
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to  be  sold  into  })coiiagc  to  the  Roman  Catholic  planters.  As  in 
the  history  of  the  Inqnisition,  whicli  mocked  tlie  hopes  of  the 
converts  to  its  terrors  with  a  pious  death,  inflicted  on  them  as 
penitents,  find  not  as  heretics,  so  ainong  the  Hngiienot  ^•ictims 
the  recanting  and  the  constant  were  shipped  together  from  French 
ports  to  a  fate  more  dreaded  than  even  the  slavery  of  the  gal- 
leys, of  which  ^'ictor  Hugo  has  given  so  fearfully  vivid  a  picture 
in  his  recital  of  the  sufferings  of  les  forcfrft)^.  Only  in  escape 
from  the  tortures  of  the  West  Indies  to  the  haven  of  the  nearest 
Protestant  country  could  the  lumted  exile  find  security.  And 
here,  too,  his  unhappy  destiny  awaited  him  in  the  earlier  expe- 
riences of  his  settlement  in  our  Eastern,  jNliddle  and  Southern 
colonies,  for  the  fever  of  Carolina,  the  savages  of  the  New  Neth- 
erlands and  of  Massachusetts,  where  tliey  were  incited  by  Jesuit 
craft  to  the  Oxford  massacre,  were  deadly  foes.  No  more  touch- 
ing story  is  written  in  our  colonial  annals  than  tliat  of  the  sor- 
rowing exiles  of  New  Oxford,  homeless  for  tlie  second  time, 
departing  in  tears  from  their  church  in  the  wilderness,  and  from 
the  graves  of  their  dead. 

But  in  Rhode  Island,  the  retreat  of  the  persecuted,  and  in 
Narragansett,  the  seat  of  the  friendly  tribe  that  welcomed  the 
exiled  founder  of  the  colony,  here,  assuredly,  the  wanderer 
must  find  repose.  It  was  not  so.  Even  here  he  tasted  again  of 
the  bitterness  of  exile,  and  once  more  took  up  the  burden  of  his 
griefs,  a  homeless  man. 

The  cause  of  his  expidsion  from  the  little  territory,  of  wliicli 
our  local  tradition  relates  that  he  chose  it  for  its  fertility,  as 
hoping  to  find  in  it  an  Eden  of  fruitfulness  and  peace,  was, 
according  to  the  researches  of  the  late  Elisha  R.  Potter,  one 
of  those  disputes  over  conflicting  land  titles  which  so  often 
sowed  thorns  In  the  path  of  our  pioneers.  Tlie  designing 
Atherton  Company,  through  its  London  agents,  secured  tliese 
imsuspecting  emigrants  as  settlers  of  territory  whicli  nearly  ten 
years  before  had  been  parcelled  out  by  the  Rhode  Island  Assem- 
bly to  the  j)roprietors  of  East    (ircenwich,  under   which   name 
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the  new  township  was   already   known.     ^NTore   tlian   fort^'-five  | 

families  left  London  to  sail   for  Xew  England   in    168().     The  ^ 

leader  of  the  expedition  was  a  nobleman,  and  among  the  emi- 
grants were  the  pastor  and  the  j)hysician  of  the  future  colony. 
Its  annals  are  short  and  simjde  indeed,  for  in  five  years  the 
settlement  was  broken  up  and  almost  every  family  had  left 
Ehode  Island. 

The  members  of  the  Atherton  Company  had  obtained  their 
large  Indian  grants  partly  by  means  of  frauds,  which  led  T\oger 
Williams  (who  refused  to  interpret  for  them,  on  their  first 
coming  into  Xarragansett  as  representatives  of  Connecticut,) 
to  denounce  their  gi'ced  for  land,  as  ''one  of  the  gods  of  our 
Xew  England,  which  the  Eternal  will  destroy."  The  various 
colonial  and  individual  claims  to  the  Xarragansett  lands  were 
still  pending,  while  the  chumants  awaited  the  decision  of  the 
Crown,  when  the  refugees  entered  this  doubtful  region  as  set- 
tlers. They  were  first  assigned  to  a  tract  six  miles  sqiuire, 
lying  west  of  Wickford,  the  Xewbarry  plantation,  probably  so 
called  after  AValter  Xewbarry,  a  Ehode  Island  member  of  the 
Council  of  Governor  Andros.  But  it  was  rejected  by  these 
emigrants  from  the  Kochellese  seaboard  as  lymg  too  far  from  the 
ocean,  and  another  site  was  occupied,  then,  as  now,  principally 
included  in  East  Greenwich  and  still  identified  as  Erenchtown, 
where  the  excavations  made  for  nine  of  their  temporary  habita- 
tions may  still  be  traced,  chiefly  grouped  about  the  spring, 
around  which  they  planted  their  orchards  and  vineyards. 

And  now  we  pause  on  the  eve  of  their  settlement  to  consider 
the  character  of  the  new  siu-roundings  in  which  thev  found 
themselves,  after  nearly  a  twelvemonth  of  the  homeless  jonrn- 
eyings  of  exiles.  Two  centuries  from  the  crowded  years  of  the 
ancient  civilization  of  Erance  I  Two  hundred  years  from  the 
brief  story  of  the  American  colonization  I  ^Vc  go  back  to  the 
rude  beginnings  of  our  colonial  life,  to  find  it  confronted  in 
strangest  contrast,  by  the  finest  qualities  of  Euro[)ean  maturitv. 
In   1G8G,  Kooer    Williams    had    been    dead    but    three    vcars. 
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Louis  XIV.  was  yet  to  live  nearly  tliirty  years  tu  see  tlic  injury 
wrought  to  his  kingdom  l)y  his  unrighteous  enactment.  -.James 
II.  -was  in  the  first  year  of  liis  short  and  turbulent  reign, 
during  Avhieli,  under  the  aduiinistration  of  liis  eohjnial  re])re- 
sentatives,  the  early  names  of  the  townships  in  the  King's 
Province  were  temporai'ily  changed,  in  petty  conformity  to  that 
arbitrary  i)olicy  which  was  arrested  by  the  Xcw  England  devo- 
lution of  168iL  The  political  state  of  Xarragansett  was  so 
wretched  that  Kingstown,  in  consideration  of  the  disturbances  of 
the  country,  had  lately  obtained  the  remission  of  her  tax.  Her 
chosen  deputies  to  the  Assembly  had  for  several  sessions  refused 
to  serve.  All  these  troubles  arose  from  the  strife  of  colonial 
jurisdictions,  and  from  the  conflicting  claims  to  individual 
holdings.  Both  Connecticut  and  ^Massachusetts  were  territorial 
claimants  in  Xaragansett ;  the  latter  colony  lun  ing  formally 
annexed  AA'esterly  to  her  County  of  Suffolk.  The  disputed  land 
claims  in  Xarragansett,  as  set  forth  by  Ivoger  AA'illiams  eight  years 
earlier  in  a  quaintly  graphic  paper,  were  no  fewer  than  fifteen. 
Ten  years  had  passed  since  King  Phillip's  war,  but  the  country 
had  not  yet  i-ecovered  from  the  devastation  wrought  by  the  attacks 
of  tlie  Indians  and  the  (piartering  of  the  troo[)S  of  the  United 
Colonies.  Pull's  blockhouse,  and  the  other  burned  buildings 
of  the  settlers,  had  not  been  replaced  ;  and  the  agriculture  of 
the  Xarragansetts  had  ceased  with  the  destructive  blow  suffered 
by  the  tribe  in  the  battle  of  the  (ireat  Swam[)  Fort.  The  un- 
settled state  of  a  country,  the  ownershi[)  of  which  had  been 
long  and  hotly  disputed,  and  which  finally  had  been  the  seat  of 
Indian  warfare,  as  well  as  of  border  frays,  nuiy  be  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  the  date  of  1()8()  is  still  eighteen  years  earlier  than 
that  of  the  pilgrimage  made  in  1704  by  the  resolute  ^ladam 
Kni<:jht,  from  Boston  to  Xew  Haven,  i)assin«»-  throuuh  Xarra- 
gansett,  and  meeting  in  the  course  of  her  undertaking  wiili  such 
difficulties  and  dangers  as  endjelHsh  this  journey  of  two 
hundred  miles  with  more  adventures  than  a  woman  would  now 
encounter  in    makinu'   the   tour   of  the   world.      "'The   French 
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doctor,''  luciitioncd  by-  her,  (Dr.  Pierre  .\ynuilt,  of  tlie  French- 
town  settlement,)  figurcij  in  lier  narrative  as  nearly  the  only 
reniinder  of  that  civilization  of  wliich  she  tijok  leave  almost  at 
the  bcii'inninii'  of  her  tra\els  in  her  visit  at  Dedhani,  to  *'Mr. 
Belcher,  the  minister  of  the  town."  One  incident  of  travel 
related  by  her  is  the  ])assage  of  a  ri\  er,  since  identified  as  run- 
ning south  of  East  Greenwich.  She  says  :  "Tlie  i)ost  told  me 
there  was  a  bad  river  we  were  to  ride  through,  whicli  was  so 
very  fierce  a  horse  could  liardly  stem  it."  On  reaclnng  it,  ''I 
perceived  by  the  horse's  going  we  Avere  on  the  descent  of  a  hill 
which,  as  we  came  nearer  to  the  bottom,  was  totally  dark  with 
the  trees  that  surrounded  it.''  Ihit  "I  knew  by  the  going  of 
the  horse  we  had  entered  the  water.*'  Having  crossed,  giving 
the  reins  to  her  horse,  as  bidden  by  her  guide,  *'he  then  })ut  on 
harder  than  I  Avith  my  weary  bones  could  follow  ;  so  left  me 
and  the  way  behind  liim  in  the  dolesome  woods."  These  des- 
criptive touches  shoAv  us  tliat  tlie  conditions  of  pioneer  life  in 
Narragansett  were,  as  the  writer  says  of  the  experiences  of 
her  journey,  "Enough  to  startle  a  masculine  coiu-age."  The 
fertility  of  the  land  was  the  cliief  adAantage  enjoyed  by  the 
Huguenot  settlers.  In  this  temperate  climate  their  favorite 
gardens  and  orchards  Avoidd  flourish  abundantly.  XoAvhere  in 
Khode  Island  does  the  Avild  grape  groAv  in  greater  profusion 
than  here  ;  and  the  scions  of  the  nudberry  trees  of  tlieir  projected 
silk  culture  are  still  cultivated  in  Frenchtown.  l)Ut,  in  tlie 
words  of  the  Psalmist,  "A  fruitful  land  maketh  He  barren,  ior 
the  wickedness  of  them  that  dAvell  therein  :"  and  the  dispersed 
settlers,  in  their  ignorance  of  any  Avell-established  prior 
claim  to  the  land,  nnist  have  believed  it  a  Avickedness  to  driNC 
them  from  the  fields  they  had  diligently  tilled  and  planted. 
HoAV  severe  nmst  have  been  the  hardships  oi' exile  from  the  oldest 
of  Euro])ean  civilizations  to  the  strui>ules  of  colonial  existence  ! 
HoAV  rude  the  transition  fi-om  the  courtly  scenes  In  Avhich  some 
of  the  emigrants  liad  moved  to  the  stern  solitudes  of  Narragan- 
sett !     The   strange  contrasts  in  their  experiences  did  not   pass 
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unnoticed  by  their  fellow-colonists.  In  the  manuscript  diary  of 
John  Saffin,  of  Bristol,  one  of  the  three  "Proprietors  of  the 
Narragansett  Country,"  who  signed  the  articles  of  agreement 
with  "the  French  gentlemen,"  may  be  traced  certain  indica- 
tions of  his  indignation  at  the  story  of  their  wrongs  and  his 
hearty  hatred  of  their  royal  op[)ressor.  "The  king  of  France 
is  so  absolute  that  his  will  is  his  law.  *  *  *  Tlie  mere 
impost  of  salt  througliout  France  is  said  to  amount  to  two 
million  of  pounds  sterling,  the  poor  people  being  forced  to  take 
yearly  such  a  quantity  they  know  not  how  to  use  at  the  King's 
excessive  rates."  And  further  :  "It  is  affirmed  and  taken  for  a 
certain  truth  that  the  French  King's  own  table  stands  him 
£500,000  yearly,  besides  the  Dauphin  and  the  Queen's  expenses 
at  court,  and  in  pensions  yearly,  at  home  and  abroad,  seven 
millions  of  money.  And  the  French  clergy  are  believed  to 
possess  thirty  millions  of  yearly  rent  which  they  pay  to  the 
King."  Thus  far  our  diarist,  whose  homely  record  impresses 
us  with  the  arrogant  luxiuy  of  a  court,  the  abuses  of  which 
had  become  matter  of  reflection  witli  an  obscure  provincial  in 
a  foreign  colony.  His  bare  rendering  of  the  "certain  truth" 
brings  before  us  the  Grand  Monarque,  the  dispenser  of  the 
wealth  of  the  nation  in  ])ensions  among  the  tools  of  his  policy 
"at  home  and  abroad,"  and  especially  at  the  English  court,  no 
less  strongly  than  his  figure  is  dis})layed  in  the  brilliant  narra- 
tive of  ]\Jacaulay,  whose  rhetoric  but  enhances  the  original 
force  of  the  facts.  \A^here  in  all  the  circuit  of  hunum  aiFairs 
could  the  moralist  find  the  antithesis  more  sharply  drawn  be- 
tween the  splendors  of  sin  and  the  sufferings  of  the  righteous, 
than  in  the  opj)ositc  fortunes  of  the  ]\Iost  Christian  King  and 
his  unhappy  subjects?  As  we  have  seen,  the  power  and  opu- 
lence of  "Lewis,  ye  French  King,"  had  penetrated  even  the 
obscurity  of  Xarraoansett 

"  With  far-off  glories  of  the  Throne, 
And  glimmerings  of  the  Crown," 

And  the   keen  distresses  of  these  exiles  from   ])ersecution    had 
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trained  a  hearing'  even  from  Andros,  whom  Puritan  narrators 
have  depicted  as  the  tyrant  of  New  Enghmd  annals,  but  who 
lent  a  merciful  ear  to  the  prayer  of  the  refugees,  ordering  half 
the  hay  mown  on  the  meadows  of  which  the  holding  was  dis- 
puted between  the  old  and  the  new  settlers,  to  be  "for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  said  French  families,  who,  bein"'  strani^ers  and 
lately  settled,  are  wholly  destitute,  and  have  no  other  way  to 
supply  themselves,"  Such  were  the  contrasted  conditions  of 
royalty  and  exile.  But  the  earthly  honors  of  Louis  could  aiford 
him  only  a  corruptible  crown,  while 

"  The  memory  of  the  just 

Smells  sweet,  and  blossoms  in  the  dust." 

The  giving  of  this  considerate  order  by  Governor  Andros, 
and  his  neutrality  in  the  conflict  of  possession,  could  not  pro- 
vide against  tlie  difficulties  of  an  imperfect  title.  To  review 
the  controversy  over  tlic  jurisdiction  and  occupation  of  Xarra- 
ganset,  would,  as  Updike  said,  require  a  volume.  But  the 
nucleus  of  the  annoyances  experienced  by  the  Huguenots  lies  in 
the  fact  of  their  making  claim  to  lands  which  in  1677  had  been 
granted  to  actual  settlers.  Had  they  taken  up  some  of  the 
vacant  lands  of  Narra^-ansett,  the  difficulties  attendino;  the 
adjustment  of  the  rights  of  the  Cro\N'n,  and  the  pro})rietorship 
of  the  Athcrton  (\)mpanv,  mioht  have  been  as  slight  as  the 
colonists  had  cx[)ccted  them  to  ])e.  They  seem  never  to  have 
known  that  Khode  Island,  by  the  act  of  her  Assembly,  had 
connnitted  herself  to  tlie  i)rotection  of  the  earlier  settlers  ;  nor  to 
have  taken  account  of  that  Colony  as  a  party,  and  an  active  one, 
in  the  controversy.  It  is  true  that  all  parties  were  nominallv 
awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Crown  in  res})ect  to  the  opposing 
claims  of  Ehode  Island  and  Coimecticut  ;  but  Kliode  Islanders 
were  by  no  means  di.>[)oscd  to  tarry  ibr  the  slow  processes  of  a 
conclusion  concerning  which  they  cherished  an  assurance,  even- 
tually to  be  justified,  that  it  would  prove  favorable  to  their 
rights.  They  were  first  in  ]>osscssi()n,  and  thev  vigorouslv 
enforced  their  claims.      The   lluuuenots,   lackinir  anv   eifectual 
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support  from  Connecticut,  and  finding  no  hope  in  the  intricacies 
of  the  law  and  the  administration  of  a  foreign  country,  the 
language  of  which  was  hut  imperfectly  understood,  hut  interpret- 
ing only  too  plainly  the  signs  of  violence  and  hostility  in  the  effa- 
cing of  their  houndaries,  the  blocking  of  their  highways,  and 
finally  in  personal  assaults,  cpiietly  withdrew  from  the  debatable 
land.  The  East  Greenwich  and  Kingston  settlers  seem  to  have 
asserted  their  ownership  by  the  arm  of  fiesh  rather  than  by  the 
arm  of  the  law.  It  was  perhaps  too  much  to  expect  of  their 
magnanimity  that  they  should  show  moderation  in  the  defence 
of  rights  which  they  regarded  as  outrageously  violated ;  and  we 
cannot  be  surprised  at  their  disorderly  behavior,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  they  evidently  belonged  to  that  class  of  society  which 
knows  little  of  self  control.  The  long  period  of  border  war- 
fare over  the  disputed  lands  of  Narragansett  had  developed  the 
natural  lawlessness  of  persons  for  whose  conduct  the  better 
order  of  settlers  were  not  responsible.  "Many  of  the  English 
inhabitants,"  says  Dr.  Ayrault,  in  his  remonstrance  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Colony,  "would  have  helped  us,  but  when 
they  used  any  means  therein  they  were  evilly  treated."  When 
the  war  between  France  and  England  was  impendmg  in  1G89 
the  Huguenots  suffered  serious  annoyance  from  the  rude  search 
for  arms  made  among  them,  without  legal  warrant,  by  their 
turbulent  neighbors  ;  but  such  of  the  English  as  were  of  better 
nurture  joined  the  French  in  making  formal  complaint  of  this 
treatment ;  and  the  refu2:ees,  by  obevino:  the  order  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Government,  and  takine:  the  oath  of  alleo'iance  to 
the  British  Crown,  secured  themselves  against  further  molesta- 
tion. 

It  was  a  fair  promise  of  colonial  prosperity  that  was  dissipated 
with  the  expulsion  of  the  refugees.  Each  family  was  entitled 
to  100  acres  of  upland,  besides  meadow  land  in  proportion. 
The  price  was  to  be  £20  the  hundred  acres,  if  paid  immediately, 
or  £25  if  the  payment  were  deferred  for  three  years.  The 
pastor's    endowment    consisted    of    150  acres.       One    hundred 
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acres  Avere  set  apart  as  glebe  land  ;  and  fifty  acres  were  allotted 
toward  the  support  of  a  sclioolinaster.  A  church  was  built,  in 
which,  to  fpiote  the  touching  expressions  of  Ayrault,  "we  could 
enjoy  our  worship  to  God,  *  *  *  it  being  a  very  wil- 
derness coiuitry."  This  little  church  was  destroyed  by  persons 
unknown  to  posterity,  but  charitabh'  characterized  by  Ayrault 
in  terms  much  below  the  severity  merited  by  the  oftence  as  ''the 
vidgar  sort  of  the  people." 

Five  hundred  French  families,  we  are  told,  would  have  come 
to  join  their  countrymen  in  Xarragansett,  but  it  was  not  to  be 
the  fortune  of  tlie  French  emigrant  to  America  to  found  a 
lasting,  vigorous  and  homogeneous  colony,  save  in  that  prov- 
ince which  has  been  called  "the  home  of  the  Plugucnots," 
and  in  which  the  sheltered  flowering  of  the  transplanted  French 
character  has  been  apparent  in  the  social  supremacy  and  the  gen- 
erous traits  of  the  Carolinian.  The  researches  of  the  Kev.  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Baird,  as  given  in  his  history  of  the  Huguenot 
Emigration  to  America,  have  unveiled  the  few  facts  in  the  story 
of  the  dispersed  colonists  that  can  now  be  ascertained.  Xatives 
of  La  Rochelle,  and  of  Normandy,  of  Saintonge,  Poitou,  and 
Guyenne,  they  were  finally  scattered  among  the  several  colonies 
already  entered  by  their  countrymen  juid  brethren.  The  great- 
est number  went  to  New  York  ;  others  removed  to  Xew  Rochelle, 
South  Cai-olina,  Boston  and  Oxford.  But  Pastor  Carre,  born 
in  the  faithful  Protestant  Isle  de  Re,  which  lay  under  the  pro- 
tecting shield  of  La  Rochelle,  a  Genevan  student  of  the  academy 
founded  by  Cahin,  the  former  minister  of  two  congregations  in 
France,  and  now  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  useful  life,  passes 
out  of  ken,  with  the  dispersion  of  his  flock.  The  local  tradition 
of  the  pastor  of  the  Oxford  colony  is  preserved  by  the  beautiful 
outlines  of  Bondet  Hill,  but  no  trace  remains  of  the  brief  resi- 
dence in  the  Xarragansett  country  of  this  European  scholar  and 
man  of  gentle  nurture.  Two  families  only,  of  tliose'named  on 
the  authorized  list  of  the  original  settlers,  remained  in  Xarra- 
gansett.    ]Mr>Ise  Le  ]\Ioine  (the  name  being  now   corrupted  to 
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Mawney)  retained  tlie  fnnii  still  held  and  occupied  by  his 
descendants,  and  on  which  are  found  the  principal  evidences  of 
the  French  settlement.  Dr.  Ayrault  also  continued  to  hold  his 
lands,  being,  as  he  says,  ' 'persuaded  by  many  to  stay,"  doubt- 
less because  of  his  usefulness  to  a  community,  in  which,  to 
quote  his  OAvn  words,  he  had  been  '\a  help  to  raise  many  from 
extreme  sickness."  A  third  settler,  Jul.ien,  removed  to  Xewport. 
Though,  perhaps,  an  idle  speculation,  yet  it  is  one  upon  which 
the  annalist  pensively  dwells,  that  represents  the  results  of  the 
m'owth  of  a  laroe  and  flourishino-  ITuo-ucnot  settlement  in  our 
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borders,  as  they  might  have  been  felt  in  the  greater  prosperity  and 
finer  culture  of  Xarras^ansett.  From  the  character  of  tlie  actual 
settlers  we  may  judge  of  such  as  were  to  have  been  added  to 
their  number  ;  and  the  names  of  DeMarigny,  the  Xorman  noble, 
Carre,  the  learned  pastor,  and  Ayrault,  the  able  physician,  are 
guarantees  of  the  high  order  of  the  moral  and  social  elements 
of  the  colony.  AVith  these  leading  members  were  fitly  joined 
Beauchamps,  of  a  family  which  still  remained  among  the  faithful 
few  in  Paris,  so  long  the  centre  of  Komanist  fanaticism  and 
cruelty.  He  became  one  of  the  successful  merchants  of  Boston, 
and  removed  to  Hartford,  where  his  descendants  are  now  living. 
There  were  besides  in  the  list  thus  suggestively  labelled  in  the 
British  State  paper  office  ''^lapp  of  the  French  refugee  Gentle- 
•men  who  are  all  turned  out  by  the  l\oad  Islanders,"  the  names 
of  the  two  Davids,  scions  of  one  of  the  best  families  of  La 
Kochelle.  Allaire,  afterwards  a  Boston  merchant,  was  also  of 
iliat  city,  and  belonged  to  a  family  even  then  long  tried  in 
fidelity  to  the  reformed  religion,  and  to  this  day  still  true  to  its 
cause.  Collin,  another  member  of  the  Bochcllesc  gentry, 
became  the  ancestor  of  a  well-known  Connecticut  line.  Graz- 
illier  was,  in  later  years  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Huguenot  colony  in  Xew  York.  Tourtellot,  of  liordcaux,  was 
connected  with  some  of  the  chief  refugee  families.  Legare 
behmged  to  the  family  of  that  name  which  has  wtm  intellectual 
and  social  distinction   in  Charleston,  v^outh  Carolina.      Barbut 
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and  Grignon  were  to  l)e  known  ns  elders  of  tlic  Frencli  Church  j 

in  Boston.  Tliese  colonists,  with  others  of  no  slighter  respect- 
jibility,  Avere  unfortunately  lost  to  Khode  Island,  and  their  ener- 
gies and  influence  were  expended  in  the  building  up  of  other 
communities.  Had  they  been  able  to  make  Xarragansett  their 
home,  it  would  certainly  have  become  the  seat  of  a  civilization 
in  many  respects  superior  to  that  which  has  as  yet  penetrated  some 
of  the  interior  regions  of  om*  State.  Beginning  with  the  earli- 
est requirements  of  a  newly  settled  country,  they  would  have 
pursued  their  diligent  and  painstaking  system  of  agriculture 
initil  their  orchards  and  vineyards  had  enriched  the  plantation 
with  the  fruits  of  their  patriarchal  toils.  Their  simple  gaiety 
and  social  refinements  wonld  have  brjo-htened  the  savaa'e  o'loom 
of  the  wilderness.  Their  "songs  of  lofty  cheer,"  the  psalms 
which  they  suited,  not  only  to  the  stated  hours  of  devotion,  but 
to  the  daily  round  of  duty,  would  ring  out,  as  in  the  happier 
years  of  "the  Keligion"  in  France,  from  field  and  garden,  from 
the  workshop  and  the  shallop.  Their  school  would  keep  alive 
the  traditions  of  classic  learnino-  and  incnlcate  those  o-racious 
lessons  of  courtesy  and  re\'erence  by  which  their  own  youth  Avas 
formed,  in  their  old  home.  And  then,  rising  to  the  highest  need 
of  their  natures,  their  spiritual  aspirations  must  find  expression. 
To  their  rude  church  in  the  clearing  they  devoted  their  first 
labors  : 

'*  Scarce  steal  the  winds  that  sweep  his  woodland  tracks 
The  larch's  perfume  from  the  settler's  axe, 

Ere,  like  a  vision  of  the  morning  air,  ^ 

His  slight-framed  steeple  marks  the  house  of  prayer, 
********** 

It  sheds  the  raindrops  from  its  shingled  eaves 

Ere  its  green  brothers  once  have  changed  their  leaves." 

Here  they  came  to  receive  from  the  hands  of  their  faithful  pastor 
tlie  ministrations  of  the  altar  and  the  font.  Here  they  fervently 
repeated  their  pi(ms  ritual,  and  hither,  if  death  visited  them 
during  their  stay  in  our  coasts,  they  came  to  chant  a  funeral 
psalm.      Here  was  kindled  a  pure  si)iritual  light — not  the  fierce 
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and  short-lived  flame  of  fanaticisni,  but  a  mild  glow  that  might 
have  shed  its  sacred  cheer  upon  many  a  Rhode  Island  home. 
But  the  fair  prospect  soon  faded,  and  the  Huguenot  settle- 
ment was  added  to  the  long  list  of  dispersions  which  belong  to 
the  history  of  colonization.  Xo  evident  trace  of  their  sojourn 
remains,  and  nothing  has  been  supplied  by  any  appeal  to  the 
motive  of  sympathy  for  their  misfortunes.  Ehode  Island  lias 
done  a  tardy  justice  to  the  memories  of  her  great  sons  ;  and  has 
even  given  a  monumental  form  to  her  gratitude  towards  the 
Indian  benefactors  of  the  infant  colony  ;  but  not  the  humblest 
memorial  points  out  tlic  spot  once  dignified  by  the  pure  home 
life  and  sacred  to  the  worship  of  the  Huguenot  exiles.  Few  of 
the  present  generation  have  heai'd  their  story,  or  can  aj)[)reciate 
the  rcf>Tetful  sua'^estions  of  interest  and  svmpatliv  that  are 
recalled  to  others  by  the  homely  and  provincial  name  of  French- 
town. 

There  was  to  be  no  focus  of  Huguenot  influence  in  l\hode 
Island,  and  the  names  associated  either  by  record,  or  by  strong 
presumptive  evidence  with  Huguenot  ancestry,  and  which 
chiefly  appear  in  their  noted  i-epresentatives,  at  a  later  date  than 
the  founding  of  the  short  liyed  Narragansett  colony,  such  as 
the  historical  name  of  Decatur,  with  Papillion,  Pineau,  Lucas, 
Ballon,  the  ancestor  of  Garfield,  (jrennell,  founder  of  the 
mercantile  family  of  the  brothers  Grinnell,  (Tancaii.  Marchant, 
Jerauld  and  others,  are  isolated  instances  of  national  traits 
which  were  never  so  combined  as  to  give  character  to  any  one 
community. 

But  the  religious  interests  of  Rhode  Island  were  to  be  in  no 
small  degree  moulded  by  the  zeal  and  energy  of  one  whom  Dr. 
Baird  characterizes  as  perha[)s  the  most  remarkable  of  the  Hu- 
guenot emigrants  to  America.  Xot  to  honor  an  individual, 
however  worthy,  have  tributes  repeatedly  been  paid  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Gabriel  Bernon.  But  the  place  which  he  tills  in  colonial 
annals,  and  es[)ecially  in  the  religious  history  of  l\hode  Island, 
justly  entitles  him  to  rank  as  the  rei)rcsentative  of  the  Huguenot 
cliaracter  and  influence  in  this  State. 
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Nor  is  it  from  motives  of  family  interest,  nor  even  as  [irc- 
senting  interesting  features  of  a  pietiiresque  family  history,  tliut 
referenee  is  made  to  his  origin-  and  associations.  The  analysis 
of  tlie  Huguenot  type  in  New  England  nuist  be  preceded  by  the 
study  of  the  typical  Huguenot  family  in  La  Kochelle,  the  capital 
of  '*the  Religion,"  the  "Geneva  of  the  AVest."  In  art  we  find 
no  figure  of  heroic  stature  without  its  cloudy  background  of  an- 
cestral prototypes.  To  define  the  hereditary  qualities  which 
Bernon  received  and  transmitted,  we  must  know  the  stock 
wlience  sprang  this  vigorous  ofl'shoot. 

The  Bernons  are  identified  with  La  Kochelle,  where  they  have 
been  seated  for  centuries,  but  their  remote  history,  as  traced  by 
Dr.  Baird,  relates  their  descent  from  a  younger  branch  of  the 
Counts  of  Burgundy.  Li  tliis  province  tlie  family  originated, 
and  its  fortunes  have  been  known  and  celebrated  from  the  earli- 
est ages  of  the  French  monarchy.  The  house  of  De  Bernon  is 
numbered  in  the  lists  of  crusaders,  and  the  name  of  Bernon  is 
mentioned  in  Froissart's  chronicles.  In  the  sixteenth  century 
the  Bernons  contributed  to  the  ransom  of  the  sons  of  Francis  I., 
held  as  hostages  in  Sjjain,  after  the  battle  of  Pavia,  and  thcy 
aided  Henry  IV.  in  his  struggle  for  the  crown,  sending  him  a 
sum  of  money  by  the  hands  of  Duplessis  Mornay.  They  held 
the  manors  of  La  Bernoniere  in  Poitou,  and  Bernonville  on  the 
Isle  de  Re.  An  official  claim  to  nobility  among  the  Bernons  of 
La  Rochelle  (the  lineage  of  this  branch  being  traced  to  an  early 
date  in  the  thirteenth  century)  was  foimded  on  the  antique  usage 
which  conferred  rank  upon  the  mayors  of  the  city,  and  their 
descendants  in  perpetuity.  This  civic  honor  was  often  held  by 
members  of  the  familv.  When  the  i»olden  book  of  the  French 
Noblesse  says,  "The  house  of  Bernon  has  formed  alliances 
with  some  of  the  most  illustrious  families  of  the  kingdom  ;  it 
has  rendered  military  services  that  have  not  been  without  dis- 
tinction ;  it  counts  among  its  members  superior  officers  of  the 
greatest  merit,  both  military  and  naval  ;  and  it  lias  had  ^everal 
chevaliers  of  the  Order  of  Saint  Louis  :*'   it  simply  smns  up  the 


T^ 


HUGUENOT    INFLUP:NCE    IX    RHODE    ISLAND.  6o 

facts  which   may  be   gleaned  from  the  Bcrnon  genealogy,  com- 
piled a  century  ago. 

Such  Avas  the  record  of  a  family  which,  according  to  the  Ge- 
nealo^i^ical  History  of  Poitou,  had  always  been  flourishinfj:  and 
distinfaiished  before  embracing:  the  Cahinist  heresy.  *'I  mio^ht 
liave  kept  my  pro[)erty  and  my  quality,''  wrote  the  exiled  Ga- 
briel Bernon,  in  his  old  age,  *'if  I  had  been  willing  to  submit 
to  slaycry."  The  pride  of  resolute  will  in  the  De  Bernons,  which 
had  sustained  them  as  knightly  crusaders  for  the  faith,  and,  in 
later  times,  as  true  followers  of  Henry  of  Navarre,  was  a  trait 
that,  [)iu'ified  by  adversity  and  persecution,  shone  out  in  the 
firmness  of  the  confessor  or  the  constancy  of  the  saint.  The 
family  narrative,  as  followed  to  a  later  date  than  that  of  the  emi- 
gration, shows  that  the  sons  were  zealously  attached  to  the  creed 
of  the  fathers.  From  the  Kevocation  to  the  Bevolution,  or 
through  the  eighteenth  century,  and  until  France  enjoyed  free- 
dom of  conscience,  the  home  of  the  Bernons  was  the  centre  of 
the  Keformed  religion  in  La  liochelle.  Here  secretly,  but  con- 
tinuously, were  held  those  Protestant  services  which  the  Gov- 
ernment tacitly  tolerated,  with  a  consideration  which  probably 
would  not  have  been  shown  to  heretics  of  slighter  distinction. 
These  were  the  surroundiniis  and  the  antecedents  from  which 
Gabriel  Bernon  separated  himself  in  loyalty  to  his  taith  and  in 
obedience  to  his  conscience.  He  could  not  be  less  than  true  to 
the  example  of  a  father  who,  when  he,  with  other  heads  of  i'am- 
ilies,  was  summoned  before  Arnou,  the  military  governor,  after 
the  first  quartering  of  the  dragoons  upon  them,  and  bidden  to 
choose  between  ruin  and  recantation,  exclaimed  :  '"Sir,  would 
you  have  me  lose  my  soul  ?  for  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  believe 
in  the  religion  which  you  connnand  me  to  accept."  **Much  do 
I  care,"  was  the  reply,  made  in  the  characteristic  spirit  of  mili- 
tary insolence  and  sordid  worldliness,  ** whether  yuu  lose  your 
soul  or  not,  provided  you  obey.''  This  Andre  l^crnon  derived 
his  name  from  the  first  of  his  ancestors  enumerated  in  the  gene- 
alogy drawn  up  in  1782,  by  M.  Joseph  Crassons,  and  begin- 

9 


6(i  RHODE    ISLAND    IILSTOIUCAL    SOCIETY. 

niiig  with  the  veiir  1545,  a  date  six  generations  later  than  with 
which  authentic  records  begin  tlie  history  of  the  Roclielle  branch. 
This  paper,  which  now  picpies  tlie  interest  with  its  incvital)le 
blanks  and  omissions,  and  again  displays  a  redundant  fullness 
in  its  title-rolls  and  its  hints  of  antiquarian  zeal  and  faniily 
pride,  is  like  some  ancient  and  faded  tapestiy,  showing  dagger- 
rents  and  dusty  folds  in  its  hangings,  but  still  a  proud  relic  of 
antique  story.  From  its  records  we  gather  that  the  Bernon 
lineae:e,  in  its  different  branches,  and  bv  the  brilliant  alliances 
of  its  daughters,  has  been  illustrated,  among  its  representatives 
and  connections,  by  chevaliers  of  St.  Louis,  Mayors  of  La  Ro- 
chelle,  naval  and  military  officers,  merchants  and  bankers,  gov- 
ernment officers,  signeurs,  canonesses,  grand  seneschals  of  La 
Rochelle,  holders  of  high  ])laces  at  court,  nuns  of  the  La  l\o- 
chclle  convents,  colonists  (evidently  Protestant)  of  St.  Donnngo, 
Martinique  and  Xew  York,  members  of  the  learned  professions, 
prefects,  barons,  military  governors,  civil  engineers,  pastors  of 
the  Reformed  faith,  marquises,  viscounts,  counts,  consuls,  and 
a  manufacturer  of  glass  ware,  this  industry  being  one  of  the  dis- 
tinctive Huguenot  callings.  Among  its  semi-historical  figures 
are  such  as  the  son  of  the  bouse  who  was  killed  *"at  a  siege  in 
the  Lidies,*'  one  who  fell  at  Fontenoy,  another  who  was  physi- 
cian to  Monsieur,  brother  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  afterwards  the 
Regent,  and  Benjamin,  father  of  Peter  Faneuil,  of  Faneuil  Hall 
memory. 

Against  this  rich  background  of  courtly  associations  the  se- 
vere outlines  of  the  self-denying  life  of  Gabriel  Bernon,  the  fu- 
gitive for  conscience  sake,  are  defined  in  a  simj)le  dignity. 
Although  41  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  flight,  soon  after  the 
Revocation,  his  life  was  to  be  prolonged  for  half  a  century  of 
the  experiences  of  exile,  until  his  ninety-first  year.  Recalled 
to  his  native  La  Rochelle  from  his  mercantile  affairs  in  Canada 
by  the  decree  which  exchuhnl  the  Reformed  from  the  colonies, 
he  was  incarcerated  for  several  months  in  the  gloomy  Toiu*  de  la 
Lanternc,  where  prisoners  of  state  were  confined.    A  memorial 
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of  his  imprisonment  is  still  preserved  among  his  descendants. 
It  is  a  psalter  of  the  version  of  INIarot,  given  liim  bv  a  tellow- 
prisoner  ;  and  is  of  that  minute  size  in  which  Bibles  and  psalters 
were  often  issued  from  the  press  of  Geneva  or  Amsterdam,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  thus  more  readily  concealed  by  those 
colporteurs,  whose  pious  mission  is  touchingly  described  in  one 
of  INIacaulay's  Huguenot  ballads,  and  by  the  readers  among 
whom  they  were  distributed.  Such  also  is  the  tradition  respect- 
ing the  use  of  this  volume  by  the  prisoners,  who  hastily  secreted 
it  at  the  approach  of  their  jailer.  Most  of  these  editions  were 
destroyed  at  the  public  burnings  of  heretical  books  in  France  ; 
and  very  few  copies  are  known  to  be  extant  in  America.  On 
his  release,  due  probably  to  the  intercession  of  relatives  who 
were  numbered  among  the  nouvecmx  convertis,  he  escaped  to 
Amsterdam,  where  he  was  soon  joined  by  his  wife  and  children, 
and  thence  to  London,  where  he  obtained  a  certificate  of  deni- 
zation. While  here,  the  project  of  the  Oxford  settlement  affected 
him  as  an  inducement  to  execute  the  plan  of  emigration  to  Xew 
England,  to  which  he  had  given  expression  after  the  signing  of 
the  Eevocation,  in  the  eventful  month  of  October,  1685,  by  a 
letter  to  a  Boston  correspondent.  In  1688  he  arrived  in  Boston, 
where  he  became. a  member  of  the  French  Reformed  Church. 
He  soon  entered  upon  various  enterprises  of  trade  and  manufac- 
ture, such  as  proved  to  be  of  difficult  and  costly  development, 
under  the  new  conditions  of  colonial  immaturity  which  formed 
his  surroundings.  His  leading  motive  in  these  numerous  under- 
takings is  believed  to  have  been  that  spirit  of  fraternal  benevo- 
lence which  so  prevailed  among  the  exiles  as  to  be  recognized 
in  the  different  colonies  as  a  Huguenot  trait,  and  which  closely 
united  him  to  *'our  refus^ee  brothers,*'  as  he  stvled  his  co-relic:- 
ionists.  The  manufacture  of  wash-leather  in  the  c/ianioisen'e 
which  he  established  at  Oxford,  and  the  making  of  hats  at  New- 
port, as  promoted  by  him,  may  be  named  among  instances  of 
his  systematic  provision  for  the  employment  of  artisans  some  of 
whom  had  emigrated  as  under  his  protection.  He  twice  returned 
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to  London  on  errands  intimately  connected  with  the  promotion 
of  colonial  industry.  After  a  residence  of  nine  years  in  Boston, 
during  which  occurred  the  attempt  toward  settling  Oxford,  in 
which  he  took  the  leading  part,  paying  the  passage  of  tlie  emi- 
orrants,  and  buildino-  tlie  fort  as^ainst  the  Indians  wliicli  has  latelv 
been  restored,  he  came  to  Rhode  Island,  wliich  for  nearly  forty 
years,  and  until  liis  death,  was  to  be  liis  home.  For  eight  years 
he  was  a  resident  of  Newport,  which  doubtless  attracted  him  by 
its  rising  commercial  importance,  but  more  especially  by  tliat 
atmosphere  of  religious  freedom  which  made  it  a  fitter  residence 
than  Puritan  Boston  for  a  man  of  independent  mind.  Some  of 
his  near  connections  had  been  settlers  of  Frenchtown,  and  one 
former  member  of  that  colony,  Daniel  Ayrault,  became  his  busi- 
ness partner  in  Newport.  lie  was  also  associated  with  him  in 
the  petition  originating  with  Bernon  and  headed  by  him,  for  tlie 
sending  of  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England  as  a  iNFission- 
ary  to  Newport.  This,  with  like  appeals  from  other  colonies, 
led  to  the  organization,  two  years  later,  in  1701,  of  the  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts.  Thus 
Trinity  Church  was  founded  in  Newport.  Bernon  resided  in 
Providence  from  1706  to  1712,  wlien  he  went  to  Kingstown, 
where  the  ruins  of  his  house  were  still  to  be  seen,  a  f^eneration 
ago.  Here  he  was  active  in  the  formation  of  St.  Paul's  parisli. 
In  1718  he  returned  to  Providence,  where  he  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  with  a  lady  of  tliat  town,  and  becoming 
closely  identified  witli  its  interests,  continued  to  reside  there 
until  his  death  in  1730. 

His  house  whicli  was  still  standing'  ten  vears  a^ro,  was  nearlv 
opposite  the  old  St.  John's  Churcli,  beneath  which  lie  was  buried. 
He  had  been  its  founder,  having  made  a  journey  to  Loudon  in 
liis  81st  year,  Iiis  tliird  visit  to  that  cajutal  since  his  emigration, 
to  secure  the  services  of  a  missionary  as  rector  of  this  venerable 
parish,  which  is  to  day  distinguislied  by  the  same  earnest  Pro- 
testant spirit  which  marked  the  iiiHuence  of  the  Huguenot  refu- 
gee,  **to   whose  untiring  zeal,"  in   the  words  of  Arnold,  the 
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historian  of  Rhode  Ishiiid,  ''tlie  first  three  Episcopal  chiirclies 
ill  tlie  colony  owed  their  origin." 

What  were  the  results  of  this  long,  active  and  useful  life  of 
untiring  and  versatile  energy?  Gabriel  Bernon  engaged  in  al- 
most every  branch  of  colonial  traflic,  spending  £10,000  in 
trade  ;  he  made  himself  the  owner  of  a  great  landed  estate  :  he 
labored  toward  the  founding  of  a  Huguenot  colony  :  he  undertook 
tedious  journeyings  by  sea  and  land,  and,  in  the  piu'suit  of  tlicse 
varied  interests,  he  met  the  persons  most  distinguished  by  birth, 
position  or  talent  among  his  contemporaries.  In  a  word,  he 
toiled  long  and  faithfully  in  the  round  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen, 
yet  was  denied  the  fruition  of  that  success  which  should  have 
been  the  reward  of  his  abilities  and  his  public  spirit.  His  pri- 
vate interests  were  not  served  bv  the  manufacturing:  schemes 
upon  which  he  entered  with  a  confidence  and  an  enterprise  in 
which  he  anticipated  the  merchants  of  a  period  of  more  devel- 
oped resources.  He  failed  in  his  endeavors  to  release  the  col- 
onies from  such  restrictions  on  home-trade  or  inter-colonial 
trafBc  as  his  intelligent  son  had  complained  of  in  the  relations 
between  Acadia  and  Massachusetts  ;  and  he  could  not  obtain 
any  encouragement  for  new  industries  among  the  colonists 
from  the  ])arent  country.  The  liome  Government  was  too  sus- 
picious of  colonial  independence  to  favor  any  schemes  looking 
towards  colonial  prosperity,  and  Bernon  lived  an  age  too  early 
for  the  disseinination  of  ideas  which  were  yet  to  find  their  place 
in  the  slowly-maturing  science  of  political  economy. 

The  study  of  this  life,  of  which,  in  its  material  sphere  of  ac- 
tivity, we  are  often  constrained  to  write  ''failure''  upon  the 
promise  of  many  brave  hopes  and  efforts,  may  suggest  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  left  any  lasting  influence  beyond  that  of  the  les- 
son which  a  virtuous  example  conununicated  to  contemporaries 
and  descendants.  AVhat  special  work  was  accomplished  by  this 
representative  of  the  Huguenot  mind  as  an  element  in  the  evo- 
lution of  Bhode  Island  civilization?  ]\rany  aims  and  endeavors 
of  eager  and  restless  spirits  leave  but  little  impress  on  a  con»- 
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munity  like  ours.      The  renewing  processes  of  assimilation  and  I 

circulation  can  be  traced  in  the  body  politic  no  less  clearly  than  I 

in  our  physical  life,  and  our  State  has  not  the  same  componenr  j 

parts  as  the  colony  of  our  ancestors.  The  Rhode  Island  of  the 
present  is  not  the  Rhode  Island  of  the  generation  that  has  ju.-t 
passed  away,  and,  if  we  are  to  anticipate  the  changes  that  aie 
already  indicated,  It  will  not  long  be.  the  Rhode  Island  of  even 
a  short  term  of  years  ago.  Then  can  there  be  truth  In  the  claim 
that  there  still  exists  in  the  Rhode  Island  of  to-day  an  appreci- 
able influence  emanating  from  a  single  mind,  the  actiylties  of 
which  belong  to  the  record  of  a  biu'Ied  past  ?  Can  the  agencies 
that  controlled  the  nurture  of  the  Infant  colony  still  be  felt  in  the 
matured  inanjiood  of  the  State? 

The  answer  is  found  in  the  recognition  of  the  higher  quality 
of  the  work  to  which  this  typical  Huguenot  deyoted  his  best  en- 
ergies. *'Eyery  man's  work  shall  be  made  manifest ;  for  the  day 
shall  declare  it."  To  this  faithful  worker  long  since  came  the 
fulfillment  of  the  promise,  ''If  any  man's  work  abide,  which  he 
had  built  thereupon,  he  shall  receiye  a  reward  ;"  for  he  built,  In 
his  noblest  undertakings,  not  as  for  his  own  honor  or  adyantage  ; 
not  upon  perishable  foundations  ;  but  upon  the  Indestructible 
religious  element  of  our  nature. 

The  persecuted  exile  from  far-away  Rochelle,  buried  beneath 
the  ancient  cluirch  of  the  parish,  which  is  his  enduring  memo- 
rial, brought  to  the  seryice  of  his  adopted  coimtry  a  religious 
feryor  that  was  untlno'cd  with  fanaticism  or  bi2:otry.  Ilis  2:reat 
benefaction  to  New  England  and  the  colony  with  which  he  iden- 
tified his  interests,  saying  warmly,  in  his  Boston  correspondence, 
**I  am  for  Rhode  Island,''  was  the  introduction  of  the  worship 
of  the  Church  of  England.  As  one  of  the  chief  Instruments  In 
bringing  about  the  formation  of  the  S.  P.  G.,  his  memory  Is 
associated  with  an  influence  as  far-reaching  as  the  wide-spread 
missionary  work  of  that  A'enerable  Society.  As  the  founder, 
among  laymen,  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  State — a  church 
named  by  the  yoice  of  one  alien  to  her  connnunion,  "one  uf  the 


HUGUENOT    INFLUENCE    IN    IlllODE    LSLAND.  71 

grandest  of  the  Christian  sisterhood,"  and  recognized  by  an  em- 
inent jurist  of  Puritan  antecedents  and  spirit  as  ^'one  of  tlic  few 
of  those  conservative  forces  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our 
country"— his  name  must  be  honored  with  the  gratitude  due  to 
a  benefactor.  This  is  not  the  homage  of  the  Churchman,  fur 
which  the  [)resent  occasion  aifords  no  fitting  time  or  place.  It 
is  simply  the  calm  judgment  of  the  citizen,  recognizing  the  value 
of  the  mission  of  charity  and  comfort,  of  education  and  eleva- 
tion in  which  this  sacred  organization  has  its  })art,  sharing  in 
the  work  of  I'caching  the  sordid  life  of  our  njanufacturing  towns, 
and  penetrating  the  homes  of  labor  with  the  lessons  of  practical 
helpfulness,  and  the  teacliings  of  the  Christian  ideal. 

Other  [)roofs  of  the  conservative  tendency  of  the  Huguenot 
influence  are  found  in  the  instances  of  tenacittj  of  trridltlou, 
in  the  families  of  Huguenot  descent.  The  peculiar  veneration 
with  which  they  i-egarded  the  memory  of  their  expatriated  an- 
cestors, led  them  to  cherish  an  honorable  pride  in  virtuous  ante- 
cedents, and  to  treasure  up  every  material  or  verbal  reminder 
of  the  days  of  persecution  with  a  pious  care  that  was  joined  with 
a  meritorious  zeal  for  the  furtherance  of  historical  and  genea- 
logical researches.  Tlieir  interest  in  the  facts  of  family  records 
long  anticii)ated  the  energy  in  that  work,  of  which  the  present 
time  affords  instances  of  almost  daily  occurrence.  Rhode  Island- 
ers in  o-eneral  were  too  lono-  nei^lectful  of  the  tribute  of  regard 
due  to  the  memory  of  a  virtuous  ancestry.  Judge  Potter  said, 
not  long  before  his  death  :  "AVhen,  many  years  ago,  the  wi-iter 
was  collecting  material  for  the  'Early  History  of  Xarragansctt,' 
published  in  1835,  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  ma- 
terials could  be  obtained  for  the  few  pages  of  family  history  con- 
tained in  that  work.  Few  families  had  })i-eserved  any  family 
records,  and  few  seemed  to  care  about  tliem.  And  most  of  this 
information  in  that  work  was  obtained  from  the  records  with  a 
Cfood  deal  of  labor."  Amoni:-  the  few  who  readilv  contributed 
to  that  valuable  collocation  of  materials  for  history  were  the  Hu- 
guenot  families  of  Khode   Island,  to  one  of  which,  as  is  well 
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known  to  our  genealogical  students,  Judge  Potter,  the  early 
leader  in  our  State  in  this  species  of  research,  belonged.  Xor 
is  it  needful  to  name  the  late  President  of  the  Kliode  Island  His- 
torical Society  to  recall  his  nieniory  to  listeners  who  were  in- 
structed by  his  bold  analysis  of  the  elements  of  colonial  history. 
or  to  friends  who  loved  to  trace  hereditary  merit  as  reflected  in 
the  traits  of  the  true  son  of  a  worthy  ancestor. 

The  present  connncmoration  of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  Pevocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  may  be  thouii'lit  to  have 
come  a  century  late.  But  it  would  have  lacked  some  qualities 
of  its  full  significance  had  it  been  earlier  observed.  True,  a  har- 
vest of  memorials  and  recitals  miMit  have  been  ij-arnered  in  1  ^85. 
Pardon  Mawney,  of  tlie  Le  ]\Ioine  line,  to  whom  we  owe  the 
scanty  traditions  of  Frenchtown  which  reached  Judge  Potter 
through  an  intermediate  link  in  the  chain  of  descent,  Avas  then 
in  the  prime  of  middle  life.  Born  in  1748,  and  having  personal 
knowledge  of  the  emigrants,  how  readily  he  could  have  answered 
those  questions  which  we  now  vainly  ask  from  li[)S  on  which  *"the 
mossy  marbles  rest!"  Mrs.  Seabury,  granddaughter  of  Gabriel 
Bernon,  relict  of  the  llev.  Sanuiel  Seabury,  and  ste[)nKHher  of  the 
first  Bishop  in  America,  whoxoming  under  her  influence  in  early 
childhood,  owed  to  her  Christian  nurture  the  principles  by  Avhich 
his  maturity  was  guided,  then  jjast  her  three  score  and  ten,  was 
yet  to  live  until  the  last  year  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  the 
eighty-seventh  of  her  age.  Among  survivors  of  their  generation 
like  her,  lingered  a  fund  of  traditional  knowledge  whicli  j)erished 
with  them.  But  it  was  no  time,  in  1785,  for  the  independent 
State  to  review  her  colonial  history.  The  questions  of  the  pres- 
ent were  too  engrossing,  the  outlook  into  the  future  was  too 
momentous,  for  the  revival  of  the  lessons  of  the  j)ast ;  and  thirty- 
seven  years  elapsed  before  the  formation,  in  1822,  of  the  His- 
torical Society,  charged  with  the  duty  of  preserving  the  annals 
of  Khode  Island.  Indeed,  it  would  have  been  yet  too  early,  a 
century  ago,  to  celebrate  an  era  of  religious  freedom  in  France. 
So  late  as  1773,  a  Protestant  minister,  La  Brie,  was  apprehended 
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for  exercising  his  vocation,  the  civil  rights  of  the  Reformed  da- 
ting only  from  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  legislation,  when 
the  power  of  the  church  was  prostrated,  and  a  new  class  of  ref- 
ugees, the  emigre  priests,  were  escaping  from  the  country  by 
stealth  and  in  dread  of  persecution,  as  the  heretics  had  taken 
their  flight  in  1G85.  Nor  was  the  time  ripe,  a  hundred  years 
ago,  for  the  full  estimate  of  all  that  our  State  and  country  owes 
to  the  merits  of  this  class  of  her  founders.  To-day  brings  the 
fitting  opportunity  for  the  judgment  of  a  generation  taught 
of  national  experience,  rich  in  a  culture  such  as  colonial  scholar- 
ship could  not  connnand,  and  armed  with  those  methods  of  crit- 
ical study  and  original  research  with  which  only  the  analysis  of 
historical  sequences  should  be  attempted.  The  time  has  arrived 
for  the  sunnning  up  of  the  debt  which  American  nationality  owes 
to  the  Huguenot  character. 

But  if,  ceasing  from  the  retrospect  of  the  buried  century,  we 
lift  up  our  eyes  and  meet  the  century  to  come,  we  pause  with 
some  touch  of  the  wondering  awe  of  childhood,  before  the  prom- 
ise of  a  future  which  must  hold  even  m-eater  o^ifts  than  such  as 
are  the  heritage  of  the  present.  What  revelations  in  science, 
what  prospects  in  the  arts,  what  wealth  of  culture,  what  energy 
of  scholarship,  what  purity  of  reform  in  the  national  life,  what 
development  of  the  unsunned  riches  of  this  new^  continent,  what 
elevation  of  manners,  and  what  enlargement  of  human  sympa- 
thies float  before  us  !  There,  in  the  distant  vista,  arc  the  treas- 
ures awaiting  our  successors  to  the  perpetual  hope  of  that  golden 
age  which  always  precedes  and  follows  the  present.  The  coming- 
century  with  all  its  substantial  possessions,  and  all  the  glory 
which  our  imagination  lends  it,  rises  upon  us  in  a  i)ower  that 
stills  our  busy  employments  and  hushes  our  too  eager  voices. 
In  its  silent  presence  we  keenly  feel  the  poor  and  petty  nature 
of  very  many  of  our  judgments  and  the  inanity  of  our  activi- 
ties. Yet  one  word  may  be  firndy  spoken,  here  and  now,  in 
the  assurance  that  the  verdict  of  the  future  will  but  confirm 
its   foundation  in    immutable  truth.      It  is   a  word  of  prayer  to 

1  0 


74  KHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL   SOClEXr. 

"Our  fathers'  God,  from  out  whose  hand 
The  centuries  fall  like  grains  of  sand," 

to  whom  arises  no  purer  petition  than  that  He  would  kee})  us 
steadfast  In  the  faitli  of  our  righteous  fathers,  that  faith  in  the  su- 
premacy of  honor  and  conscience,  of  truth  and  loyalty,  by  which 
they:  lived  bravely,  and  died  peacefully,  leaving  in  the  name  of 
Huguenot  an  inheritance  in  which  their  descendants  cherish  the 
presence  of  an  ideal,  and  their  country  guards  the  incalculable 
wealth  of  an  historical  inspiration. 
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NECROLOGY. 


Isaac  Miles  Bull,*  son  of  Captain  Benedict  and  Elizabeth 
(Carrington)  Bull,  was  born  in  Milford,  Connecticut,  August  14, 
1807.  lie  was  a  direct  descendant,  in  the  seventh  generation 
of  Henry  Bull  of  Wales  who  came  to  Boston  in  163  6  and  after- 
ward went  to  Khode  Island,  of  which,  under  the  name  of  Aquid- 
neck,  he  was  one  of  the  original  purchasers  and  Governor  from 
1685  to  1689. 

•Through  the  generosity  of  his  uncle.  General  Edward  Car- 
rington, he  was  enabled  to  attend  school  in  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, for  six  years  until  1823,  when  being  sixteen  years  old 
he  went  to  Providence,  R.  I.  and  entered  General  Carrington's 
employ  as  youngest  clerk,  making  his  homein  his  uncle's  family. 
By  that  industry,  attentioii  and  constant  devotion  to  business 
which  characterized  jNIr.  Bull  throughout  his  life,  he  won  his 
uncle's  friendship  and  confidence,  and  in  July,  1827,  he  em- 
barked as  Captain's  clerk,  on  board  Mr,  Carrington's  ship  * 'Ed- 
ward" bound  on  a  trading  voyage  to  the  western  coast  of  North 
and  South  America,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  China  and  jManilla. 
At  the  latter  place  where  he  arrived  early  in  1829,  he  entered 
the  office  of  ^Messrs.  Russell  and  Sturgis,  an  American  house 
doing  a  large  commission  business  with  the  United  States.  The 
effect  of  the  climate  upon  his  health,  however,  compelled  him  to 
relinquish  his  position  and  leave  the  country,  and  in  October 
of  the  same  year,  he  sailed  for  home  by  way  of  England  and 
Hamburg,  arriving  in  his  uncle's  ship  as  supercargo.  It  was  at 
this  time,  while  aboard  t\\o  ''Panther,"  Captain  Lockwood,  bound 
from  China  to  Hamburg  that  terrific  storms  were  repeatedly  en- 
countered, and  the  ship  was  all  but  totally  wrecked,  more  than 

*A  short  notice  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Bull  appeared  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  for  1S84-85. 
This  paper  was  not  received  in  time  to  be  printed  in  that  pamphlet.  It  is  prepared  by  Mr.  Bull  of 
New  York  city,  and  will  be  found  to  be  more  full  and  accurate  than  the  former  notice. 
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once  during  tlie  months  of  continual  and  it  seemed  hopeless  [bat- 
tling witli  the  elements,  before  she  was  brought  into  the  port  of 
Hamburg,  almost  unrecognizable  and  after  being  given  up  as 
lost  by  the  agents.  Mr.  Bull's  narration  of  the  voyage  was 
thrilling  in  the  extreme,  and  he  would  cite  tlie  various  accidents 
to  the  sliip  and  the  expedients  resorted  to  to  keep  her  afloat  and 
on  her  way,  to  show  what  man  can  do  when  figliting  for  his  life. 

On  July  7,  1833,  Mr.  Bull  sailed  from  New  York  in  the  sliip 
"Franklin,"  Captain  C.  B.  Pierce,  to  take  up  his  residence,  as 
ao^ent  for  Messrs.  E.  Carrinofton  &  Co.,  of  Providence,  in  Can- 
ton,  where  lie  arrived  in  December  of  that  year.  At  tliis  time 
the  foreigners  residing  in  China  were  allowed  few  privileges 
beyond  their  facilities  for  trade  with  the  natives.  Their  lives 
were  confined  Avithin  narrow  limits,  and  no  wliite  woman  was 
permitted  to  enter  the  country. 

During  Mr.  Bull's  residence  in  Canton,  the  exciting  seems 
of  the  * 'Opium  AYar"  were  enacted,  in  which  he  was  to  a  certain 
extent  an  actor  and  a  sufferer,  with  the  otlier  foreign  residents. 
Within  the  enclosure  containing  tlie  residences  was  a  plat  of 
ground  known  as  the  ''American  Gardens."  Mr.  Bull  had 
charge  of  this  and  took  great  pride  in  beautifying  it.  On  his 
return  to  the  United  States,  the  American  residents  presented 
him  (as  an  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  what  he  had  done, 
and  their  regret  at  his  departure)  with  an  elegant  silver  salver 
appropriately  inscribed  and  engraved  with  a  view  of  the  "Gar- 
dens" as  seen  from  the  river. 

Mr.  Bull's  long  residence  in  the  country  gave  him  an  exten- 
sive acquaintance  with  the  Chinese  whom  he  always  praised  for 
their  honesty  and  for  their  honorable  dealings  with  foreigners — 
and  he  particularly  enjoyed  relating  anecdotes  of  Xougua  that 
prince  of  Chinese  merchants.  Leaving  his  business  in  care  of  an 
agent  (General  Carrington  had  died  in  1843),  Mr.  Bull  em- 
barked from  Plong  Kong  on  the  steamer  "Pekin"  June  25, 
1847  and  after  visiting  Trieste,  Venice,  Lcmdon  and  Liverpool, 
arrived  off  Sandy  Hook  November  iUh,  having  been  absent  from 
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this  country  fourteen  years  and  four  months.  On  thi^  voyage, 
he  was  the  bearer  of  dispatches  to  the  State  Department  of 
Washington  from  its  representatives  in  Cliina  and  it  was  wliile 
passing  through  tlie  nortli  of  Italy  that  he  had  his  first  experi- 
ence in  raih'oad  traveh'ng. 

Soon  after  ]Mr.  Bull's  return  (April  25,  1848)  he  formed  a 
copartnership  with  IMcssrs.  Nye,  Parkin  &  Co.,  of  Canton,  for 
the  establishment  of  a  house  of  commission  and  ac^encv  at 
Shanghae,  with  a  branch  at  Foochow,  under  the  name  of  Bull, 
Nye  &  Co.,  he  acting  as  agent  of  these  houses  in  the  United 
States.  On  January  1,  1857,  the  firm  became  Isaac  ]M.  Bull 
&  Co.,  and  in  ^Nlay,  18(^1,  this  house  and  that  of  James  Par- 
don &  Co.  combined  as  Bidl,  Pardon  &  Co.,  Air.  Bull  attend- 
inof  to  the  business  in  this  countrv  and  the  other  members 
managing  the  houses  in  Canton,  Shanghae,  Hong  Kong  and 
Foochow.  Under  the  same  name  but  with  some  changes  in  its 
personnel  the  firm  continued  to  do  a  successful  business  until 
1873  when  it  was  closed  by  its  own  limitation  and  ]Mr.  Bull 
withdrew  from  the  China  trade,  his  house  having  always  enjoyed 
among  the  Chinese  native  merchants  a  good  reputation  for  hon- 
orable, just  and  fair  dealing. 

While  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade,  ^Nlr.  Bull,  in  connection 
with  jNIessrs.  Bucklin  and  Crane  of  New  York  and  his  cousin 
^Ir.  Edward  Carrington  of  Providence,  K.  I.,  built  four  ves- 
sels— the  last  one  being  the  clij^per  ship  "Comet"  of  2000  tons, 
buit  in  1851,  which  under  command  of  Captain  E.  C.  Gardiner 
of  Providence,  made  some  very  quick  passages.  On  April  15, 
1854,  Mr.  Bull  with  his  young  friend  Air.  Frank  Clarke  (after- 
ward a  Paymaster  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  and  recently  deceased)  sailed 
on  the  steamer  "Atlantic"  for  England  and  France,  on  a  short 
trip  combining  pleasure  and  business.  In  1859,  while  endeav- 
oring to  assist  his  friends  in  this  country,  ^Nlr.  Bull  became  in- 
terested in  the  cotton  manufacturing  industry  in  Rhode  Ishind. 
the  result  being  his  purchase  of  the  Hamlet  Mill  Estate  in 
^^ Oonsocket.      He  exercised  the  sole  mana<»"ement  of  this   husi- 
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ness  lip  to  the  date  of  his  death,  having  improved  the  property 
in  many  ways  and  more  tlian  doubled  the  producing  capacity  of 
tlie  IMills.  Since  Mv.  Bull's  return  to  the  United  States  he  ha.^ 
resided  in  New  York  City,  though  the  management  of  his  manu- 
facturing property  necessitated  his  spending  part  of  the  time  in 
Rhode  Island.  He  made  his  home  at  the  New  York  Hotel 
when,  upon  its  being  temporarily  closed  he,  with  a  colony  of 
brother  bachelors  moved  to  the  Metropolitan  Hotel.  His  oflicc 
at  No.  80  Front  street  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  November,  1857, 
involving  the  total  loss  of  many  valuable  books  and  papers  of 
both  a  private  and  business  nature.  He  then  removed  to  No. 
45  South  street  which  has  remained  his  headquarters  of  busi- 
ness. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bull  was  a  staunch  Republican,  his  first  vote 
having  been  cast  for  Lincoln,  and  he  subscribed  liberally  toward 
the  support  of  the  government  during  the  civil  war.  He  also 
contributed  largely  to  the  church  and  to  the  cause  of  education, 
and  assisted  the  various  missions  in  China  of  whose  usefulness 
he  had  practical  knowledge.  He  was  a  pew-owner  in  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church  in  Woonsocket  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
and  vestryman  for  a  number  of  years.  His  influence  with  the 
young  was  always  exerted  to  procure  to  them  a  broad  and  lib- 
eral education  the  advantages  of  which  he  thoroughly  appreciated, 
though  not  having  the  advantages  to  acquire  such  himself,  except 
during  the  short  intervals  he  spared  himself  from  business  which 
finally  completely  absorbed  his  time  and  attention.  ]\Ir.  Bull 
was  a  member  of  the  "Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,"  the 
**Providence  Board  of  Trade,''  and  of  the  "New  York  Yacht 
Union"  and  "Union  League  Club"  of  New  York  City,  a  life 
member  of  the  "^lercantile  Library"  and  the  "New  England 
Society  of  New  York,"  a  Fellow  for  life  in  the  "National 
Academy  of  Design,"  and  a  Fellow  in  perpetuity  in  the  "]Me- 
tropolitan  ^luseum  of  Art." 

He  was  very  temperate  in  his  habits  and  to  this  fact  was 
doubtless   indebted  for  the  remarkably  good  health  he  enjoyed 
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np  to  his  last  illness,  his  only  serious  sickness  for  many  years 
being  a  prolonged  attack  of  sciatica  in  1877  which  confined  him 
to  his  room  but  did  not  interrupt  the  supervision  oi'  his  business 
affairs. 

Mr.  Bull  possessed  a  most  retentive  memory.  During  the 
summer  of  1884,  -while  driving  to  Stratford  Point,  Connecti- 
cut, from  Mil  ford,  he  stated  with  much  minuteness  of  detail, 
an  account  of  the  marching  of  some  Connecticut  troops  to  the 
above  place  to  take  ship,  which  he  had  witnessed  during  the 
war  of  1812.  He  Avas  fond  of  narrating  incidents  of  his 
early  life,  and  his  anecdotes  of  ex|)eriences  at  sea,  on  his  many 
voyages,  in  China  and  other  countries,  and  in  Washington 
(where  he  was  a  guest  of  Postmaster-General  Mr.  8.  D.  Hub- 
bard, during  Mr.  Fillmore's  administration),  were  very  inter- 
esting^ and  amusino'.  Thouo-h  Mr.  Bull  never  married  his  was 
a  very  genial,  kind  hearted  disposition  which  endeared  him  to 
all  who  knew  him  well,  wdiile  the  sterling  traits  of  his  character 
were  such  as  to  comj)el  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  Latterly  he  had  assumed  the  entire  charge  and  sup- 
port of  his  invalid  brother  (Henry  Carrington  Bull)  residing  in 
Illinois,  and  it  was  only  in  xiugust,  1884,  that  he  erected  a 
family  monument  at  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  where  his  father 
and  mother  with  otliers  of  the  family  are  buried.  Of  late 
years  he  became  completely  absorbed  in  business  and  with 
no  partner  to  share  the  grave  responsibilities,  he  began  to  feel 
the  effects  of  such  a  life  both  physically  and  mentally.  When, 
occasionally  he  would  throw  aside  the  cares  of  business  and  en- 
ter into  sociability  and  enjoyment  of  his  friends,  his  warmth  of 
heart  and  geniality  completely  transformed  him.  Unfortunately 
his  severe  mercantile  habits  held  him  so  closely  that  he  allowed 
himself  less  relaxation,  each  year,  though  earnestly  recom- 
mended and  entreated  to  do  otherwise  by  his  friends  and  physi- 
cian who  could  not  but  see  the  serious  affect  upon  him  of  the 
course  he  was  pursuing.  Early  in  the  summer  of  1884,  he 
i^uffered  from  a  mental  disorder  which  was  in  reality  a  premo- 
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nition  of  lii«  final  ilhiesy.  Some  weeks  of  complete  rest  from 
business  cares  in  Alilford,  Conn,  (his  birtli})lacc),  seemed  to 
restore  health,  and  against  tlie  urging  of  his  friends  and  the  or- 
ders of  his  physician  he  resumed  liis  former  routine  of  life  with 
increased  devotion.  Matters  connected  with  his  manufactory 
took  him  to  Providence  on  August  1st.  It  soon  became  evi- 
dent that  tlie  improvement  secured  by  his  midsummer  rest 
was  but  tem[)orary  and  he  returned  to  Xew  York  on  the  2ord 
suffering  more  seriously  than  at  any  time  during  his  previous 
illness.      Everything  that   was   possible   was  done  for  him  but  1 

the  mental  difficulty  advanced  rapidly  and  by  advice  of  his 
physician  he  went  to  Cromwell,  Connecticut,  within  a  short  dis-  | 

tance  of  his   boyhood's  home — Middletown.      It  was  too  late,  \ 

however,  for  tlie  pure  air  and  quietness  of  the  comitry  to  work  ^  i 

any  change  for  the  better.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  before 
he  died  he  recognized  and  spoke  to  those  about  him,  but  soon 
after   seemed   to   fall   asleep  ;   he  never   roused   afterward  and  | 

about  noon,  on  INIonday,  September  8th,  1884,  peacefully 
passed  away. 

He  was  buried  on  AA^ednesday,  a  beautiful  sunnner  day,  in 
the  quiet  town  of  Plymouth,  Connecticut,  most  fitting  for  the 
final  closing  of  a  life  spent  in  tlie  busy  markets  of  the  world. 
By  a  strange  coincidence  the  last  few  months  of  that  life  were 
spent  amidst  scenes  which  surrounded  it  in  its  earliest  years. 

Mr.  Bull's  individuality  strongly  impressed  those  near  him, 
and  liis  memory  will  be  cherislied,  and  tlie  influence  he  exerted 
will  be  felt  when  his  youngest  friends  shall  have  reached  ma- 
ture years. 

James  ]\Iasox  Clarke  died  in  Providence,  December  21, 
1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Hopkins  and  Elizabeth  (Bowen)  Clarke,  and  was  born  in 
Providence,  December  27,  18PJ.  His  ancestors,  both  maternal 
and  paternal,  have  been  conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  the  State, 
and  his  father  represented  it  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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He  pursued  his  early  classical  studies  at  the  Academy  in  Plain- 
field,  Conn.,  and  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  the  class  of 
1838.  He  studied  law  in  Connecticut  under  the  guidance  of 
Andrew^  T.  Judson,  and  subsequently  in  the  office  of  Samuel  Y. 
Atwell  of  Providence,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Rhode 
Island  in  1841.  He  very  soon  entered  into  partnership  with 
Richard  W.  Greene,  at  that  time  District  Attorney  of  the 
United  States,  and  afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  State.  He 
rose  rapidly  in  his  profession  and  attained  a  high  reputation  for 
ability  and  skill  as  an  advocate.  In  1849  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Taylor  District  Attorney  of  the  United  States,  and 
held  the  office  for  four  years  to  the  close  of  the  Presidential  term. 
Soon  after  leaving  this  office  he  was  chosen  Presiding  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Magistrates  of  the  City  of  Providence,  and  after 
a  brief  term  of  service  in  1854  he  was  made  City  Solicitor  on 
the  creation  of  that  office  in  the  government  of  the  city.  In 
this  responsible  position  he  continued  to  ser\e  the  city  for  the 
period  of  nine  years  by  the  annual  choice  of  the  City  Council. 
Soon  after  the  passage  by  Congress  of  the  United  States  Bank- 
rupt Law  in  1857,  he  was  appointed  Register  in  Bankruptcy 
under  the  provisions  of  this,  act,  and  held  this  office  from  Jime, 
1867,  to  September,  1876,  a  period  of  more  than  nine  years, 
during  which  that  act  was  receiving  its  judicial  interpretations 
and  its  practical  applications  to  the  vast  variety  of  cases  that 
arose  in  the  affiairs  of  the  conununity.  He  won  an  honorable 
distinction  by  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  its  difficult 
duties.  After  the  close  of  this  period  his  health  began  to  be 
impaired,  and  he  gradually  withdrew  from  the  active  pursuits  of 
his  profession  and  devoted  himself  to  literary  and  historical 
reading,  of  which  he  was  always  very  fond.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  in  1878,  and  took  a 
warm  interest  in  the  objects  it  is  designed  to  promote. 

Willi A>[  Joxi:s  Cross,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Dorcas  (Cross) 
Cross,  was  born  in  AVesterly,  R.  I.,  March  1,  1814,  and  during 
11 
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his  early  childhood  he  lived  with  his  grandparents  in  Charles- 
town,  K.  1.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  the  PlainfieM 
Academy,  Plainfield,  Conn.,  from  which  he  graduated  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  and  came  to  Providence,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  active  business  as  a  merchant  and  manu- 
facturer. He  married  Frances  Ellison  who  survived  him 
together  with  three  cliildren.     He  died  July  15,  1885. 


SiMOiSr  Henry  Greene  was  horn  in  Centreville  in  the  town 
of  Warwick,  R.  I.,  March  31,  1799,  and  died  at  his  own  vil- 
lage of  Clyde,  in  the  same  town  April  26,  1885,  being  a  little 
over  eighty-SLx  years  old.  His  parents  were  Job  and  Abigail 
(Rhodes)  Greene.  His  father  was  the  oldest  son  of  Col. 
Christopher  Greene  of  the  1st  Rhode  Island  Continental  Regi- 
ment, and  was  in  the  right  of  Col.  Greene,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Revolutionary  War  prior  to  its  formation,  one  the  original 
members  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  On 
the  reorganization  of  this  society  some  years  ago,  Simon  Henry 
Greene  Avas  admitted  a  member  in  the  right  of  his  father  and 
was  elected  its  vice-president,  in  which  office  he  continued  until 
his  death.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
school  in  his  native  village,  at  an  excellent  private  school  in 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  finally  by  Mr.  David  Aldrich  at  AVoon- 
socket,  R.  I.  In  1813-14  he  was  employed  by  his  brotlier-in- 
law,  Abner  ]M.  Warriner,  who  was  then  manufacturing  cotton 
checks  in  Hartford,  and  on  his  employer's  death  in  1814  re- 
turned home.  In  1815  he  took  up  a  residence  in  Providence, 
remaining  there  until  1838,  when  he  removed  to  Clyde. 

His  first  business  training  was  in  the  house  of  Aborn  &  Jack- 
son, who  were  merchants  as  well  as  manufacturers,  being 
eventually  associated  with  them  as  agents  of  tlie  Lippitt  Manu-  fc  1 

facturing  Company,  under  the  firm  name  of  Aborn,  Jackson  &  j 

Greene.     In  1828  be  formed  a  copartnership  with  Edward  Pike  j 

under  the  style  of  Greene  &  l*Ike,  for  the  purpose  of  bleacliing 
and  finishing  cotton  goods,  afterwards  adding  printing  machiu-  j 
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ery.  This  business  be  increased  very  largely  after  tbe  deatb 
of  Mr.  Pike  in  1842,  baving  acquired  by  purcbase  from  tbe 
beirs  of  bis  late  partner,  tbe  sole  ownersbip  of  tbe  property  now 
known  as  tbe  Clyde  Works. 

Mr.  Greene  was  a  member  of  tbe  Providence  City  Council 
from  1835  to  tbe  time  of  bis  removal  to  Warwick  in  July, 
1838.  Wbile  a  member  of  tbat  body  be  was  one  of  tbe  City 
Audit,  and  was  prominent  in  remodeling  tlie  Public  Scbool  sys- 
tem and  in  creating  tbe  office  of  superintendent,  a  system  and 
office  wbicb  was  afterwards  adoj)ted  first  by  Boston  and  subse- 
quently tbrougbout  tbe  country.  He  was  elected  by  tbe  voters 
of  bis  native  town  and  final  residence  a  representative  in  tbe 
General  Assembly  in  1840  and  1842.  On  tbe  deatb  of  bis 
partner  jMr.  Pike  in  tbe  latter  year,  be  declined  a  reelection, 
but  subsequently  represented  tbe  town  successively  from  1851 
to  1854,  wben  be  again  declined  a  reelection.  In  1857,  bow- 
ever,  bis  fellow-citizens  elected  bim  Senator  in  tbe  General 
Assembly,  and  again  in  1858  and  1859.  In  1860  be  was  cbo- 
sen  a  delegate  to  tbe  Republican  Convention  in  Cbicago,  voting- 
first  for  Salmon  P.  Cbase,  and  tben  for  Abrabam  Lincoln  as 
the  nominee  for  President  of  tbe  United  States.  He  was  also 
elected  a  Presidential  Elector  in  1864,  and  with  his  colleagues 
voted  for  tbe  reelection  of  ^Ir.  Lincoln.  Of  tbe  Scbool  Com- 
mittee of  Warwick,  be  was  a  member  for  fifteen  years  and  its 
Secretary  a  part  of  tbe  time,  tbe  late  Hon.  John  Brown  Francis 
being  its  chairman.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  tbe  cause  of 
popular  education  as  evinced  by  bis  long  service  and  successful 
efforts  in  its  behalf. 

Besides  the  public  offices  enumerated  above,  there  were  many 
others  bestowed  upon  bim  by  bis  friends  and  fellow-townsmen, 
such  as  director  in  financial  institutions,  member  of  the  town's 
«  committee  on  finance,  tbe  latter  especially  during  the  trying 
times  of  the  Civil  War,  moderator  of  town  meetings,  chairman 
of  conventions  acting  in  tbe  transaction  of  public  and  political 
alfairs.    In  all  these  his  name  was  ever  known  as  a  synonym  ol 
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honor,  uprightness  and  fidelity.  It  was  tlu'ough  his  sagacity, 
strict  sense  of  justice  and  inflexible  determination  that  an  act 
was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  while  he  was  a  member  oi" 
one  of  its  committees  on  finance,  laying  a  tax  upon  the  deposits 
and  surplus  in  Savings  Institutions  which  had  hitherto  been  ex- 
empt, and  a  handsome  addition  was  made  to  the  revenue  of  the 
State,  without  doing  injustice  to  the  depositors  in  those  insti- 
tutions. 

It  is  a  somewhat  remarkable  fact  that  Mr  Greene  never 
sought  a  nomination  for  public  office  and  was  never  ambitious 
for  political  preferment,  but  believing  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
every  good  and  loyal  citizen  to  serve  his  fellow-men  to  the  best 
of  his  ability  whenever  called  by  them  to  perform  public  duty, 
he  cheerfully,  though  at  times  reluctantly,  particularly  when  he 
thought  his  private  interests  might  suffer  in  consequence,  gave 
his  time  and  talents  for  the  public  good. 

He  was  the  last  of  the  pioneers  of  the  manufacturing  industry 
of  the  north  valley  of  the  Pa wtuxet,  among  whom  were  Col. 
Ephraim  Talbot,  Ex-Governors  Charles  Jackson  and  Elisha 
Harris,  James  DeWolf,  Dr.  Caleb  Fiske,  Benjamin  C.  Harris, 
Col.  Christopher,  William  and  Charles  Lippitt,  Benjamin 
Aborn,  George  Jackson,  Amasa  and  William  H.  ]Mason.  His 
father  Col.  Job  Greene  was  connected  with  a  company  for  manu- 
facturing cotton  in  1794,  and  transferred  to  the  company  water 
power  and  land  by  a  deed  bearing  date  October  3d  of  that  year. 
This  was  at  Centreville  on  the  southwest  branch  of  the  Paw- 
tuxet.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  family  of  Simon  H. 
Greene  have  been  identified  with  cotton  manufactures  by  means 
of  water  power  almost  from  its  very  beginning. 

Studious  from  early  life,  Mr.  Greene's  mind  was  well  stored 
with  useful  learning,  and  his  acquirement  in  general  literature 
enabled  him  to  write  with  both  clearness  and  vigor  of  expres- 
sion. In  reading,  his  preference  was  for  religious  philosopliy, 
and  while  yet  a  young  man,  he  received  with  earnestness  the 
religious   truths  taught  by  the   learned   and  eminent  Emanuel 
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Sweclenborg,  and  finally  became  a  member  of  the  Providence 
Society  of  the  Xew  Jerusalem,  commonly  called  Swedenborgi- 
ans.  His  religious  belief  founded  as  it  was  on  the  plain  teach- 
ing of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  was  in  him  the  controlling  cau.^e  of 
all  his  acts.  It  had  relation  to  his  whole  life,  and  its  life  in  him 
resulted  in  beneficial  acts,  in  whatever  position  he  was  placed, 
wliether  in  his  own  home  where  he  presided  with  gentle  firmness, 
dignity,  urbanity,  and  grace,  mingled  with  the  most  affection- 
ate care  of  his  family  and  dependents,  or  in  the  refinement, 
geniality  and  pleasures  of  social  life,  or  in  })ublic  office,  or  in  the 
affairs  of  his  extensive  business. 

Benja3I1N  AVood  Ha,m  died  in  Providence,  May  oO,  188;"), 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years  and  six  months.  He  was  born 
in  Providence,  Xovember  24,  1817,  and  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Mary  (Ide)  Ham.  Almost  his  entire  manhood  was  passed 
in  the  service  of  several  banking  institutions  in  Providence.  He 
was  first  employed  as  Cashier  in  the  Bank  of  Xorth  America, 
of  which  the  late  ]\Ir.  Cyrus  Butler  was  long  the  President  and 
the  principal  owner  ;  afterwards  for  a  long  period  in  the  same 
capacity  in  the  Arcade  Bank.  While  here  he  was  chosen 
Cashier  of  the  Providence  National  Bank  in  ]\Iarch,  1858,  and 
this  position  he  had  held  at  the  time  of  his  death  for  a  period  of 
more  than  twenty-seven  years.  He  had  also  at  the  date  of  his 
death  been  Treasurer  of  the  Providence  Young  ]\Ien's  Christian 
Association  for  thirty-one  years,  and  was  earnestly  devoted  to 
its  interests.  In  1838  he  married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Henry 
Reynolds  Greene,  of  Providence,  who  survives  him  with  a  son 
and  two  daughters.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society 
in  1881. 

Charles  Daniel  Jillson  died  in  Providence,  ^larch  80, 
1885,  in  the  house  in  which  he  was  born,  December  2,  1837. 
He  was  the  son  of  Esek  Arnold  and  Semantha  Sheldon  (Car- 
penter) Jillson,  under  whose  hospitable  roof  he  spent  all  but 
two  years  of  his  life.       He   was  of  the  sixth  generation   from 
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James  Jillson,  wlio  was  one  of  tlie  early  settlers  of  Attlcborough, 
Massachusetts,  and  of  the  ninth  generation  from  AVilliam  Car- 
penter, who  came  from  England  in  1G38  and  settled  in  tliat 
part  of  Attlcborough  which  was  annexed  to  Ehode  Island  and 
became  the  town  of  Cnmberland  in  1747.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  city.  He  early  manifested  a 
decided  taste  for  natural  science,  and  collected  and  arranged 
specimens  of  insects  and  plants  that  were  commended  by  com- 
petent judges.  He  was  much  interested  in  chemistry  and 
natural  philosophy,  and  being  very  successful  in  his  experiments 
and  his  illustrations  of  these  sciences,  was  induced  to  give  some 
entertainments  which  were  highly  appreciated  by  numerous 
audiences  and  were  the  occasion  of  his  being  called  "Professor" 
by  many  of  his  early  associates  during  the  rest  of  his  life. 

He  spent  upwards  of  fourteen  years  in  the  office  of  Messrs. 
A.  &  AV.  Sprague,  much  of  the  time  as  confidential  clerk.  He 
spent  about  two  years  at  the  Lodi  Print  AVorks  in  Xew  Jersey. 
On  returning  home  he  became  the  New  England  Agent  of 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Bloomfleld  &  Co.,  New  York  importers  and 
dealers  in  dye-stuifs  and  calico  printers'  chemicals,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Here  his  knowledge  of 
practical  mechanics,  chemistry  and  natural  philosophy,  and  his 
tact  and  sagacity  as  a  business  man,  were  of  great  service, 
benefiting  the  firm  whose  agent  he  was,  the  firms  with  which  he 
had  dealings,  and  securing  for  himself  a  very  liberal  salarv. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  arrangements  had  been  made  for  him 
to  become  a  partner  in  the  firm. 

The  talents  which  ]\Ir.  Jillson  displayed  as  a  juvenille  lecturer 
were  turned  to  excellent  account  as  a  military  officer.  Under- 
standing how  to  connnand  and  fix  the  attention  of  his  men,  he 
exerted  a  powerfid  influence  over  them  and  readily  brought 
about  discipline  aud  exactitude  of  movement.  The  Burnside 
Zouaves  first  received  the  benefit  of  his  training,  and  when  this 
company  was  merged  in  the  United  Train  of  Artillery,  the  latter 
companv  became  under  his  instructions  alike  distiniruished  for 
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discipline  and  efficiency.  He  was  iinquesti()na])Iy  one  of  the 
best  drill-officers  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Jillson  never  did  things  by  halves.  He  was  earnest  and 
positive,  and  as  a  gentleman  \yh(j  had  knoAvn  him  long  and 
intimately  remarked  at  his  funeral,  "he  adorned  and  dignified 
every  post  he  held."  He  had  a  high  sense  of  honor  and  was 
respected  and  beloved  in  the  circle  in  which  he  moved.  His 
life-size  portrait,  j)ainted  by  Lincoln,  is  in  the  Armory  of  tlie 
United  Train  of  xVrtillery. 

His  home  was  his  pride  and  delight.  He  gathered  al)out  him 
there  books  and  works  of  art  that  bcsi)eak  a  man  of  elc\ated 
taste.  Plis  books  were  nicely  bound  and  admiral)ly  arranged  in 
a  nice  case.  At  one  time  he  gave  nuich  attention  to  dramatic 
literature,  and  collected  some  rare  editions  of  choice  old  dramas. 

Mr.  Jillson  became  a  mendjcr  of  this  Society  in  April,  lc>71). 
He  was  interested  in  its  objects  and  he  attended  its  meetings 
thereafter  whenever  the  state  of  his  health  permitted.  His 
announced  intention  of  making  a  collection  of  Ixhode  Island 
historical  works  was  but  partially  carried  out,  owing  to  his 
unexpected  death. 

George  Augustus  Pierce,  M.  D.,  was  the  son  of  Asa 
Pierce,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Providence,  and  was  born  here 
August  12,  1828.  He  graduated  at  Waterville  College,  Elaine 
(now  Colby  University),  in  1841).  He  was  then  engaged  for 
about  two  years  as  teacher  of  ancient  languages  in  the  Friends 
School  at  Providence.  During  this  time,  he  began  his  medical 
studies  under  Dr.  Lewis  L.  Miller.  He  also  attended  courses  of 
lectures  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  took  his  medical 
degree  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1854.  In  that  year 
he  went  to  Europe,  and  continued  his  professional  studies  at 
Paris,  Dublin  and  other  centres  of  instruction.  His  medical 
education  was  unusiudly  thorough.  Peturning  in  1857,  after 
this  long  and  faithful  [)reparation  he  began  practice  in  Provi- 
dence.   He  was  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  pleasant  manners. 
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a  delightful  companion  to   those  who  knew  him  well,  of  culli-  * 

vated  literary  taste,  possessed  of  ready  wit  and  a  fund  of  humor-  i 

ous  anecdote.      He  was  sincerely  attached  to  his  profession  and 
well  acquainted  with  its  literature,  without  ambition  to  acquire  i 

an  extensive  i)ractice.     In  his  relations  with  his  brethren  in  the  j 

profession  he  was  strictly  honorable.  * 

He  was  chosen  Vice-President  of  the  Rhode  Island  INIcdicaJ 
Society  in  1875,  but  with  characteristic  modesty  he  declined  to 
serve.  He  twice  revisited  Europe,  in  1859  and  in  1881,  each 
time  traveling  somewhat  extensively.  He  died  August  20, 
1885. 


Frederick   Augustus   Staxhore  was  born  in  Newport,  , 

November    19,   1822.      While  a  boy,  he  entered   the   store  of  j 

George  Engs  &  Co.  as  clerk.      He  remained  in  this  occui)ation  | 

nearly  twenty  years,  was  then  for  a  short  time  in  business  on  | 

his  own  account  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.      Eeturning  to  his  native  | 

place,  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bliss  &  Stanhope,  and  ;j 

afterward  agent  of  the  Coddington   iNIill  Company.      For  a  pe-  ij 

riod  of  more  than  twenty-two  years,  from  November,  1857   to  U 

February,  1880,  he  lield  a  chief  place  in  the  management  of  the  I 

New  England  Butt  Company,  in  Providence,  as  assistant  agent,  i 

agent,  and  treasurer.  His  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this 
company  was  eminently  successful.  He  retired  from  active 
business  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  Stanhope  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  integrity  and  hon- 
orable career.  In  the  words  of  his  pastor,  the  Eev.  ]\lr.  Wood- 
bury, ''He  was  a  worthy  citizen  and  a  good  man,  of  rcmakable 
uprightness  of  character,  of  high  principles,  of  noble  impulses, 
and  generous  dis[)osition.'' 

He  died  September  19,  1885,  leaving  a  widow,  a  married 
daughter,  and  three  sons.      He  joined  this  Societv  in  1877. 
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INSTITUTIONS  AND  COEPOEATIONS 

FROM  WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society, Worcester, Mass. 

American  Congregational  Association,  Boston, 
Mass. 

American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadel'a,  Pa. 

Astor  Library,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Attleborough,  Select  Men  of,  Attleborough, 
Mass. 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 

Berkeley  School,  Providence. 

Bible  Revision  Committee,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Board  of  State  Charities  and  Corrections,  Prov- 
idence. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Record  Commissioners,  Boston,  Mass 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Brooklyn  Library,  P.rooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence. 

Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

California  University,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  111. 

Chief  Signal  Office,  Washington,  p.  C. 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.S.A.,  Washington,  D.C. 

Coast  and  Ceodetic  Survey,  Washington,  D.C. 

Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford. 

Copenhagen  Royal  Society  of  Nortliern  Anti- 
quarians, Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

Davenport  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Iowa. 

Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Department  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Diocese  of  Massachusetts. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Geological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Huguenot  Society  of  America,  New  York,N.Y. 

Iowa  Historical  Record,  Iowa  City,  la. 

Iowa  State  Historical  Society,  Dcs  Moines,  la. 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Kansas  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Topeka,Ka. 

IvOndon  Royal  Historical  Society,  Chandos  St., 

Lowell  Old  Residents  Historical  Society,  Low- 
ell, Mass. 

Maine  Recorder,  Portland,  Me. 

Manufacturing  Jewelers,  Providence. 

Mar>'land  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  ^Id. 

Massachusetts,  Diocese  of,  Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Boston. Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Michigan  University,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Middlebury  Historical  Society,  Middlebury,Vt. 

Minnesota  Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Minnesota  Historical  .Society,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Nation.al  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  New  York,  N.Y. 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society, 
Boston,  Mass. 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  Concord. 
N.H. 

New  Haven  Historical  Society,  New  Haven, 
Conn. 


New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,  N.  J. 

New- York  Central  Park  Meteorological  Ob- 
servatory, New  York,  N.  Y. 

New- York  German  Society,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York,  N.Y. 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, New 
York,  N.  Y. 

New  York  National  Insurance  Co.,  New  York, 
N.  Y.  _ 

New  York  Union  Defence  Committee,  New 
York,  N.  Y. 

Norwegian  Society  of  Antiquity,  Kristiania. 

Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

Ohio  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society,Cin- 
cinnati,  O. 

Oneida  Historical  Society,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Societ\',  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Philadelphia  City  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Philadelphia  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Providence  Athenaium,  Providence. 

Providence,  City  of. 

Providence  Mutual  Health  Association,  Provi- 
dence. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  State  Charities  and  Cor- 
rections. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society',  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Historical 
Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island,  State  of. 

Rhode  Island  Woman's  Club,  Providence. 

Sampson,  Davenport  ic  Co.,  Providence. 

Sampson,  Murdock  &  Co.  Providence. 

San  Francisco  Librar>'  Association,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Signal  Service  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Select  Men  of  Attleborough,  Ninss. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Swan  Point  Cemetery,  Proprietors  of,  Provi- 
dence. 

Tuft's  College,  College  Hill,  M.ass. 

United  States   .'Vttorney-General. 

United  States  Bureau  of  Education. 

United  States  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Uhited  St.ates  Chief  Sign-nf  Office. 

United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 

United  States  Department  of  Justice. 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. 

L^nited  States  Department  of  War. 

United  States  Geological  Survey. 

Vermont  State  Librarian,  Montpelicr.  Vt. 

Vermont  Historical  Society,  Monijx:lier.  Vt. 

Webster  Historical  Society,  Boston,  Ma>s, 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison, 
Wi«.. 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Wyoming  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society, 
Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

Yale  College,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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PERSONS 
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Addeman,  J.  M.,  Providence. 
Aldrich,  Nelson  W.,  Providence. 
Allen,  Miss  Candace,  Providence.  • 
Allen,  Samuel  H.,  Wakefield. 
Allyn,  Charles,  New  London,  Conn. 
Anthony,  John  B.,  Providence. 
Arnold,  Stephen  H.,  Providence. 
Backus,  Thomas,  Danielsonville,  Conn. 
Baker,  Edwin,  Providence. 
Ballou,  Dr.  Ariel,  Providence. 
Ballou,  Frederic  M.,  Providence. 
Bartlett,  John  R.,    Providence. 
Bates,  Caleb  G.,    Coventry. 
Bates,  William  Carver,  Newton,  Mass. 
Barton,  E.  B.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Bicknell,  Thomas  W.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bongartz,  J.  H.,  East  Providence. 
Bourn,  Augustus  O.,  Bristol. 
Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bradley,  Charles  S.,  Providence. 
Brewster,  Mrs.  J.  M.,  Providence. 
Brjggs,  Samuel,  Cleveland,  O. 
Browne,  Joseph  A.,  Providence. 
Brownell,  Henrietta  H.,  Bristol. 
Bucklin,  Mrs.  James  C,  Providence. 
Bullock,  J.  Russell,  Bristol. 
Caldwell,  Augustine,  Ipswich,  Mass. 
Caldwell,  Rev.  S.  L.,  Newburj'port,  Mass. 
Cardimon,  P.,  Faribault,  Minn. 
Chace,  George  I.,  Providence. 
Channing,  Dr.  William  F.,  Pasadena,  Cal. 
Chapin,  Dr.  C.  V.,  Providence. 
Chapin,  William  W.,  Providence, 
Chapman,  Alfred  F.,  Boston.  M.iss. 
Charnley,  William  H.,  Providence. 
Clarke,  Dr.  Frederic  C,  Providence. 
Clark,  Rt,  Rev.  Thomas  M.,  Providence. 
Collins,  Dr.  George  L.,  Providence. 
Cook,  Miss  Patience  B.,  East  Greenwich. 
Coombs,  H.  M.  &  Co.,  Providence. 
Courtenay,  William  A.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Cross,  James  M.,  Providence. 
DaboU,  William  V.,  Providence. 
Daniels,  Cora  L,,  Providence. 


Danielson,  Mrs.  George  W.,  Providence. 

Darling,  C.  W.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Davis,  Mrs.  N.  S.,  North  Kingstown. 

Deane,  Charles,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Dexter,  Franklin  B.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Denison,  Rev.  Frederic,  Providence. 

Dodge,  Herbert  E.,  Providence. 

Dorr,  Henry  C,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dowe,  Arthur  W.,  Ipswich,  Mass. 

Draper,  Daniel,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
•   Drowne,  Henry  T.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Drowne,  Rev.  Thomas  S.,  Garden  City,  N.  Y. 

Dunster,  Samuel,  Attleborough,  Mass. 

Durrett,  Reuben  F.,  Louisville,  K.y. 

Dyer,  Elisha,  Providence. 

Dyer,  Elisha,  Jr.,  Providence. 

Eliot,  George  H.,  U.  S.  N.,  Newport. 

Emmerton,  Dr.  J.  A.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Everett,  Riclimond  P.,  Providence. 

Fisher,  Dr.  Charles  H.,  Providence. 
'    Folsom,  Albert  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Freeman,  E.  L.  Sc  Co.,  Providence. 

Gammell,  William,  Providence. 

Gardner,  Asa  Bird,  Garden  City,  N.  V. 

Gardiner,  C.  C,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Gorton,  Charles,  Providence. 

Gray,  S.  M.,  Providence. 

Green,  Arnold,  Providence. 

Green,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Greene,  William  R.,  Providence. 

Guild,  Dr.  Reuben  A.,  Providence. 

Hacker,  Francis,  Providence. 

Haile,  Mrs.  Clara  S.  B.,  Warren. 

Hall,  Mrs.  Emily  A.,  Providence. 

Harden,  William,  Savannah.  Ga. 

Hawkins,  W.  W.,  Vergennes,  Vt. 

Hazard,  Rowland,  Providence. 

Hoadlcy,  Charles  J.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Holbrook,  Albert,  Providence. 

Howland,  John  \.,  Providence. 

Hubbard,  L.  P.,  New  York,  N.  V. 

Huling,  R.iy  G.,  Fitchburg,  ^Lass. 

Huntoon,  Daniel  L  V.,  Canton,  Mass. 

Jackson,  Phebc,  Providence. 
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Jenckes,  Albert  V.,  Providence. 

Johnson,  J.  C,  Providence. 

Johnson,  George  A.,  Providence. 

Jones,  Albert  J.,  Rome,  Italy. 

Jones,  Augustine,  Providence. 

Jones,  Charles  C,  Jr.,  Savannah,  Ga, 

Jones,  Daniel  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Kellogg,  John  S.,  Providence. 

Kendall,  Miss  Jane  W.,  Providence. 

King,  George  Gorton,  Newport. 

Knight,  Jabez  C,  Providence. 

Lane,  George  W.,  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico. 

Lester,  Henry  M.,  New  Rochclle,  N.  Y. 

Lovell,  John  W.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Marcus,  Alfred  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Mason,  N.  N.,  Providence. 

Mathews,  William,  Boston,  Mass. 

Mauran,  James  E.,  Newport. 

McWilliams,  John,  Providence. 

Merkel,  Rudolf,  Erlonge,  Bavaria. 

Miller,  William  J.,  Bristol. 

Miller,  William  H.,  Meriden,  Conn. 

Morton,  Marcus  W.,  Providence. 

Nickerson,  Ansel  D.,  Pawtucket. 

Noyes,  Lsaac  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Olney,  Peter  B.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Onderdonk,  Henry,  Jr.,  Jamaica,  N.  Y. 

Pabodie,  B.  Frank,  Providence. 

Parsons,  Dr.  Charles  W.,  Providence. 

Peet,  Rev.  Stephen  D.,  Clinton,  Wis. 

Perry,  Amos,  Providence. 

Perry,  Mrs.  Amos,  Providence. 

Perry,  Aron  F.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Perry,  Rt.  Rev.  William  S.,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Perry,  John  S. 

Phillips,  Dr.  Henry,  Jr.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pillsbury,  Parker,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Porter,  Rev.  Emory  H.,  Pawtucket. 

Potter,  Dr.  Albert,  Chepachet. 

Powell,  J.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Raikes,  G.  A.,  London,  Eng. 

Reed,  Charles  G.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Rhodes,  Edward  S.,  Providence. 


Rhodes,  Samuel  B.,  Providence. 

Rogers,  Mrs.  William  B.,  Newport. 

Salisbury.  Edward  Elbridge,  New  Haven, Conn. 

Sanborn,  John  P.,  Newport. 

Scholfield,  A.  G.,  Providence. 

Schonwalder,  Dr.,  Gorlitz,  Prussia. 

Sheffield,  William  P.,  Newport. 

Sheldon,  George,  Providence. 

Sibley,  A.  W.,  Pawtucket. 

Slater,  John  F.,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Slaughter,  Rev.  P.,  Virginia. 

Smith,  Lloyd  P.,  Germantown,  Pa. 

Smith,  Sandford  B.,  Providence. 

Smith,  Stephen,  Providence. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF   THK 

RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

1886-87, 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  January  26,  1886,  Charles 
W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  read  a  paper*  on  "Town  Names  in  Rhode 
Island,"  and  Mr.  Edward  Field,  2d,  read  a  paper  on  "The  For- 
tifications in  and  around  Providence." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  9,  1886,  the  Rev.  William  F.  B. 
Jackson,  read  a  paper  on   "The  Trial  of  Anne  Hutchinson." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  23,  1886,  Professor  William 
Matthews  of  Boston,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Battle  of 
Waterloo." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  9,  1886,  Mr.  James  Burdick,  read 
a  paper  entitled   "Reminiscences  of  a  California  Forty-Niner." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  23,  1886,  the  Rev.  James  P.  Root, 
read  a  sketch  on  "The  Family  Life  and  public  Services  of  Cap- 
tain Arthur  Fenner ;"  and  the  Hon.  Charles  H.  Denison,  read 
a  paper  on  the   "History  and  Romance  of  the  South  County." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  April  6,  1886,  the  secretary 
announced    the    death    on   the  10th  of   March,  1886,    of  Mr. 


*The  paper  is  printed  in  this  volume. 
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.  John  B.  Moreau,  a  mfimber  of  the  Bradford  Club,  to  whom  the 
Society  is  indebted  for  gifts  ;  and  aJso  announced  the  completion 
of  the  appendices  of  the  Rhode  Island  Cincinnati  Register.  A 
portrait  of  Joseph  Olney,  the  keeper  of  the  Olney-Street  Tavern 
in  1768,  was  exhibited.  The  librarian  reported  that  108  vol- 
umes, 1,117  pamphlets  and  175  miscellaneous  articles  had  been 
received  during  the  quarter.  Hon.  EUery  H.  ^yilson  of  East 
Providence,  Mr.  George  E.  Noyes  of  Providence  and  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Norris,  jr.,  of  Bristol,  were  elected  resident  members  ;  Mr. 
Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  of  Freetown,  Mass.,  was  elected  a  corres- 
ponding member;  and  Hon.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  was  elected  an  honorary  member. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  has  received  with  great 
pleasure  the  announcement  of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Stevens,  of  London, 
to  publish  a  copy  of  documents,  collected  by  him  in  European  capitals,  and  rela- 
ting to  the  history  of  those  eventful  years  in  which  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  was  secured.  Of  unquestionable  authenticity  and  drawn  from  archives  not 
easily  open  to  the  student,  and  procured  by  a  considerable  outlay  of  labor  and 
money,  these  documents  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  become  the  property  of  that 
government  whose  foundation  they  illustrate. 

Resolved,  That  we  agree  with  other  Historical  Societies  in  regarding  this  enter- 
prise as  eminently  deserving  the  aid  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,'  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  Rhode  Island  in  Congress,  with  the  request  that  they  use  their 
influence,  as  they  may  have  opportunity,  in  behalf  of  the  purpose  of  these  resolu- 
tions. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  offered  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry 
A.  Miles  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  for  the  gift  of  a  photographic 
copy  of  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Ezekiel  Carre,  minister  of  the 
French  Colony  in  Narragansett  in  1689,  and  of  an  anonymous 
manuscript  sermon  in  French  and  dated  1715.  Attention  was 
called  to  a  cane  made  from  the  timber  of  the  Confederate  ram 
Merrimac,  presented  by  ]\lrs.  Elizabeth  Bigelow  Updike.  The 
Rev.  J.  P.  Root  read  a  second  paper  on  *'The  Home  Life  of 
Captain  Arthur  Fenner."   INIr.  John  A.  Howland  addressed  the 
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Society,  giving  an  account  of  the  dates  of  the  action  taken  by 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  the  banishment  of  Roger 
Williams,  and  he  was  requested  to  reduce  to  writing  the  sub- 
stance of  his  remarks.* 

At  a  meeting  held  April  20,  1886,  the  Kev.  W.  K.  Bagnall 
of  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Textile  Industries 
of  our  Country  prior  to  1800." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  July  6,  1886,  the  librarian  re- 
ported that  there  had  l^een  received  96  volumes,  311  pamphlets 
and  47  miscellaneous  articles  ;  including  a  MS.  copy  of  the  first 
census  of  Providence  taken  by  the  General  government  in  1790, 
and  a  quantity  of  original  papers  relating  to  the  Fenner  family, 
presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pardon  F.  Brown  of  Manton.  ^lessrs. 
Amos  C.  Barstow,  jr.,  and  Alexander  Walford  of  Providence. 
were  elected  resident  members.  A  communication  was  received 
from  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  urging  that  steps  be  taken  toward  the 
preparation  of  a  map  of  the  State  showing  Indian  places  and 
names ;  and  Messrs.  Henry  J.  Steere,  Henry  T.  Beckwith, 
Richmond  P.  Everett  and  Barnabas  B.  Hammond  weie  appointed 
a  committee  to  take  such  action  as  they  deem  advisable  in  the 
matter.  Messrs.  Amos  Perry  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith  reported 
that  they  attended  the  dedication  of  the  Gofi  Memorial  Town 
Hall  in  Rehoboth,  on  the  10th  of  May  last,  as  delegates  of  the 
Society.  The  President  announced  the  death  of  Messrs.  John 
R.  Bartlctt,  Edward  C  Mauran,  Thomas  A.  Doyle  and  Samuel 
H.  Wales,  members  of  the  Society.  The  Rev.  Crawford  Night- 
ingale read  a  paper  on  '^The  Influence  of  the  Family  in  Town 
History."  The  President  read  a  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  John  O. 
Austin,  entitled,  ''Some  Phases  of  Genealogical  Study  ;"  and 
also  gave  an  account  of  the  opening  of  the  grave  of  AMlliam 
Blacketone  at  Study  Hill,  in  Cumberland,  on  the  Gth  of  ]\lay 
last. 


*The  paper,  subsequently  prepared  by  Mr.  Howland.  is  primed  in  this  volume. 
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At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  October  5,  1886,  the  Rev.  H. 
Usher  Monro  and  Messrs.  Howard  O.  Stnrges,  Edward  M.  Dart, 
Raymond  G.  Mowry  and  Charles  R.  Earle  of  Providence,  and 
Mark  H.  Wood  of  Barrington,  were  elected  resident  members  : 
and  John  R.  Bartlett,  Commander  IJ.  S.  X.,  was  elected  a  cor- 
responding member.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  it  was  voted 
that  the  Society  recommends  as  worthy  of  publication  by  State 
aid  the  Alphabetical  and  Chronological  Lists  of  Births,  ^larri- 
ages  and  Deaths  recorded  in  the  several  tp^^•ns  of  this  State  from 
1636  to  1850,  now  nearly  completed  hy  Mr.  James  N.  Arnold. 
Mr.  Mark  H.  Wood  w^as  added  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
Places  and  Names.  Charles  W.  Parsons,  iM.  D.,  read  a  paper 
on  **The  Life  and  Services  of  Thomas  Willct.  the  first  Mayor 
of  New  York  city." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  2,  1886,  the  President  read  a 
paper*  on  "The  Life  and  Services  of  John  Russell  Bartlett." 

At  a  meeting  held  Xoveuiber  16,  1886,  Hon.  John  Winslow 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  read  a  paper  on  ''The  Trial  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Judges  : — An  Episode  touching  Currency  and  Constitu- 
tional Law." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  30,  1886,  Hon.  John  D.  Wash- 
burn of  Worcester,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Unpublished 
Auto-biography  of  President  Increase  ^ Father,  reviewed  in  the 
Light  of  the  recent  Couimemoration  at  Harvard  University." 

At  a  meeting  held  December  14,  1S86,  Mr.  Claudius  B.  Farns- 
worth  read  a  pa})er  on  ''I'he  Legislation  of  the  Roman  Empe- 
rors respecting  the  Church." 

The  sixty-fifth  annual  meeting  was  held  January  11,  1887, 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

The  President  was  authorized  to  siun  a  memorial  to  Conoress 
in  favor  of  the  publication  of  the  historical  collections  of  Mr.  B. 
F.  Stevens.  jNIessrs.  Reuben  A.  Guild,  Stephen  F.  Peckham, 
Howard  W.  Preston,  Walter  A.  Peck,  William  II.  Wood,  Ar- 


*Tlie  paper  has  been   printed   and  distributed  amonj^  the  members 
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thiir  Aiiiory  (lainiiieU*  and  William  H.  Hopkins,  2cl,  of  Provi- 
dence, were  elected  resident  mendjers  :  and  the  Kev.  Eaton  AV. 
Maxcy  of  Troy,  X.  Y.,  Hon.  John  AVinslow  of  Brooklyn,  X. 
Y.,  and  Major  (i.  A.  Ivaikes  of  London,  England,  were  elected 
corresponding  members. 

Ive})orts  were  j)resented  by  the  Treasnrer,  the  Couunittee  on 
Building  and  (i rounds,  the  Conunittee  on  Publications,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library,  and  ^lessrs.  J-^orter  and  Arnold  of  the 
Procurators. 

The  annual  address  of  the  President  was  presented  (he  being- 
detained  fiom  the  meeting  by  illness),  and  the  same,  and  there- 
ports  of  ofhcei's  and  committees  were  referred  to  the  Connnittee 
on  Publications. 

It  was  voted  that  a  tax  of  three  dollars  be  assessed  on  each 
resident  mend)er,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

It  was  A  oted  that  the  (Jonunittee  on  Publications  be  author- 
ized to  print  live  hundred  co|)ies  of  the  proceedings,  to  include 
the  paper  by  Mr.  Howland  on  the  date  of  banishment  of  Poger 
Williams,  and  the  ])aper  by  Dr.  Parsons  on  Rhode  Island  Town 
Names,  aiid  any  others  the  conunittee  shall  select,  provided  the 
whole  expeiise  do  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars. 

The  ofKcers  of  the  Society  foi*  the  ensuing  year  were  elected. 
The  names  of  the  officers  are  printed   elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

*  Deceased. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PEESIDENT. 


Gentlemen   of  the   Historical  Societtj : 

As  we  assemble  in  tliis  our  sixty-fifth  annual  meeting,  1  am 
happy  to  congratulate  you  on  the  genei'al  prosperity  of  the  So- 
ciety and  on  tlie  progress  of  the  work  in  which  it  has  so  long 
been  engaged.  We  have  recei\ed  during  tlie  year  that  ha>s  closed, 
from  various  sources,  a  considerable  variety  of  books,  pamphlets 
and  other  articles  of  historical  interest,  that  may  illustrate  the 
habits  of  life,  the  social  condition,  the  types  of  individual  chai- 
acter,  as  well  as  the  methods  of  business  and  the  })ublic  trans- 
actions of  our  own  and  of  former  generations.  Alany  of  these 
are  in  the  form  of  local  histories  and  j)ersonal  biographies  and 
many  others  are  the  fruits  of  antiquarian  or  genealogical  re- 
search, while  others  still  are  the  records  of  passing  events  or  the 
published  journals  of  soci<ities  kindred  to  our  own.  The  whole 
number' of  the  articles  thus  received  during  the  year  IN^^G,  is 
2,483,  of  which  390  are  bound  volumes,  1,(^03  are  pamphlets 
not  bound,  and  290  are  miscellaneous  articles  not  classified. 

The  work  of  classifvino-,  arranoino-  and  cataloo'uino;  the  arti- 
cles  of  every  kind  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  was  begun 
several  years  ago,  has  been  diligently  prosecuted  by  the  librarian 
and  his  assistant.  Nearly  all  now  in  our  possession  are  readily 
accessible  to  those  who  may  desire  to  consult  or  inspect  them  lor 
historical  pur[)Oses.  By  removing  certain  classes  of  books  from 
the  shelves  in  the  south  gallery  of  the  Cabinet  building  and  phi- 
cing  them  on  the  floor,  and  by  the  addition  of  new  shelves  in 
every  vacant  space  on  the  walls,  we  have  been  able  to  provide 
for  the  arrangement  (jf  all  the  vohunes  and  pamj)hlets  which  we 
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now  possess.  The  ovcrcrowclcd  and  unsightly  condition  of  our 
Cabinet  building,  however,  still  appeals  in  vain  for  the  enlarge- 
ment which  it  greatly  needs  and  ought  to  receive. 

Since  our  last  annual  meeting  nine  of  the  resident  members 
of  the  Society  have  been  removed  by  deatli.  Their  names  are 
as  follows  : 

William  Jones  Miller,  Edward  Carrington  Mauran,  Henry 
Lew^is  Fairbrother,  George  Lyman  Claflin,  John  Russell  Bart- 
lett,  Thomas  Arthur  Doyle,  Sanmcl  Hazard  Wales,  Daniel 
Howland  Greene,  Daniel  Wanton  Lyman.  Brief  obituary  no- 
tices of  these  our  deceased  associates  will  be  printed  with  the 
annual  proceedings  of  the  Society. 

The  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Socict}'  for  business  and  for  the 
consideration  of  special  topics  in  local  history  and  in  other  similar 
branches  of  inquiry,  have  been  well  attended  and  have  awakened 
more  than  usual  interest.  ]Much  useful  and  suggestive  information 
has  been  thus  presented  relating  to  conspicuous  persons  and 
families  and  to  dates  or  events  which  have  been  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion or  inquiry.  I  think  it  very  desirable  that  our  members, 
as  generally  as  possible,  should  prepare  themselves  to  bring  to 
these  quarterly  meetings  such  well-ascertained  facts  relating  to 
local  history  a^  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  such  questions 
as  may  occur  to  them  concerning  it  and  such  views  as  they  may 
have  formed  pertaining  to  the  interests  and  work  of  the  Society. 
It  is  in  these  meetings,  also,  that  the  fruits  of  all  individual 
studies  and  inquiries  should  be  brought  together  and  made  the 
common  possession  of  all  who  attend  them.  During  the  past 
year  I  am  happy  to  think  that  some  worthy  work  of  this  kind 
has  been  done. 

Our  public  gatherings  every  two  weeks  during  the  winter 
months,  which  are  open  to  all  Avho  may  choose  to  attend,  have 
also  been  well  sustained.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects 
and  of  the  authors  of  the  several  papers  which  have  been  read  on 
these  occasions,  and  also  at  the  quarterly  meetings  during  the 
vear : 
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I.  January  20 — "Town  Names  in  Rhode  Island,*'  by  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  and  "The  Fortifications  In  and  Around 
Providence,"  by  Mr,  Edward  Field. 

II.  February  9 — "The  Trinl  of  Anne  Hutehinson,"  by  the 
Kev.  William  F.  B.  Jackson. 

III.  February  23 — "The  Battle  of  Waterloo,"  with  illustra- 
tions, by  Professor  William  ^latthews. 

IV.  March  9 — "Reminiscences  of  California  in  1>^49,"  by 
Mr.  James  Burdick. 

V.  ]\[arch  23 — "A  Sketch  of  the  Public  Services  of  Cap- 
tain Arthur  Fenner,  of  Colonial  Times,"  by  the  Rev.  Janies  P. 
Root,  and  "The  History  and  Romance  of  the  Soutli  County,'' 
by  Mr.  Charles  H.   Denison. 

Yl.  April  6 — At  a  quarterly  meeting.  "The  Home  Life  of 
Captain  Arthur  Fenner,"  by  the  Rev.  James  P.  Root  ;  *'The 
Date  of  the  Banishment  of  Roger  Williams,"  l)v  ^Ir.  John  A. 
Howland  ;  a  communication  from  Professor  Asa  Bird  (jardiuer 
on  the  "Completion  of  the  Register  of  the  Rhode  Island  Society 
of  Cincinnati,"  read  by  Mr.  Amos  Perry. 

YII.  April  20— "The  Textile  Industries  of  Our  Country 
Prior  to  1800,"  by  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Bagnall. 

YIII.  fluly  6 — At  a  quarterly  meeting,  "Indian  \ames  and 
Localities,"  by  ex-Governor  Elisha  Dyer;  "A  Brief  Sketch  of 
the  Nightingale  Family  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  the  Rev.  Crawford 
Nightingale  ;  "An  Account  of  the  0|)ening  of  the  Grave  of  the 
Rev.  William  Blackstone,  with  Some  Memoranda  of  His  Life,** 
by  the  President  of  the  Society;  "Dedication  of  the  Goff  Me- 
morial Town  Hall,  in  Rehoboth,'*  by  the  Secretary,  ^Ir.  Perry  : 
"Some  Phases  of  Genealogical  Study,"  by  ^Vlr.  John  ().  Austin. 

IX.  October  5 — At  a  quarterly  meeting,  "The  Life  and 
Public  Services  of  Thomas  Willett,  First  Mayor  of  New  York,** 
by  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons:  "What  are  the  Willett  Papers 
and  Where  was  the  Home  of  Miantonomi  ?'*  by  Miss  Esther 
Bernon  Cari)enter,  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Societv. 

X.  November  2 — "The  Life  and  Services  of  the  Late  Hon. 
John  Russell  Bartlett,"  bv  the  President  of  the  Societv. 
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XT.  November  If) — "The  IVial  of  tlie  Rhode  Island  Judges, 
An  Episode  Touching  Currenc^y  and  Constitutional  Law,"  by 
the  Hon.  John  AVinslow. 

XII.  November  80 — "The  Un]mblished  Autobiography  of 
President  Increase  Mather,  of  Harvard  College,"  by  the  Hon. 
John  D.  Washburne. 

XIII.  December  14 — "The  Legislation  of  the  lloman  Em- 
perors liespecting  the  Chui'ch,"  by  i\Ir.  Claudius  B.  Farnsworth. 

XIV.  December  28 — "Sir  Henry  8.  Elaine  on  the  Pros- 
pects of  Popular  Government,"  by  Professor,  E.   B.  Andrews. 

Of  the  papers  thus  enumerated,  eighteen  were  prepared  by 
resident  members  of  the  Society  and  tlie  other  five  were  contribu- 
ted by  gentlemen  from  abroad,  who  have  greatly  obliged  us  by 
the  useful  and  kindly  services  which  they  ha\'e  rendered  us. 

In  this  connection  I  may  remark  that  a  member  of  the  Society 
has  recentlv  examined  its  records  from  the  beo'innino-  of  its  ex- 
istence,  sixty-five  years  ago,  and  has  })laced  in  my  hands  a  care- 
fully prei)ared  list  of  the  })apcrs  which  have  been  read  at  its 
meetings,  both  public  and  private,  with  the  names  of  their  au- 
thors. The  papers  are  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  nund)er  and  the 
authors  are  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  This  Cabinet  buihlino-was 
erected  and  opened  with  public  exercises  in  1844,  and  in  184(). 
in  addition  to  communications  made  at  meetins^s  of  the  Societv, 
it  was  decided  to  have  an  annual  address  delivered  every  winter 
by  some  member  appointed  for  the  purpose,  in  one  of  tlu'  churches 
of  Providence,  at  which  the  members  of  both  houses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  should  be  invited  to  attend.  Indeed  two  of  them, 
I  think,  were  delivere.d  in  the  Pepiesentatives'  Chamber  of  the 
State  house.  These  occasions,  as  many  of  us  remember,  awak- 
ened a  great  deal  of  interest.  The  discourses  which  nuirked  them 
rank  high  among  the  best  literary  productions  of  the  State.  One 
of  them  I  recall  with  s[)ecial  satisfaction  and  pride  as  })reemi- 
nent  over  all  the  others.  It  was  delivered  by  Chief  Justice 
Job  Durfee  in  the  First  Congregational  Church,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Gen(iral  Assembly  of  the  State,  on  the  evening  of  Jaiui- 
ary  13,  1847,  just  forty  years  ago.    The  subject  was  the  Rhode 
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Island  Idea  of  Government.  It  had  undoubtedly  been  sug- 
gested by  the  distractions  wliich  the  State  had  passed  through  a 
few  jears  before,  and  Avhicli  the  Chief  Justice  had  watched  witli 
the  utmost  anxiety  and  sorrow.  He  was  then  in  tlie  meridian  of 
his  rare  and  varied  powers,  and  tlic  theme  inspired  him,  perhaps, 
to  tlie  noblest  cifort  of  his  life.  He  stood  forth  as  the  champion 
of  the  injured  and  afflicted  State  in  a  discourse  which  combined 
the  soundest  political  philosophy  with  a  glowing  eloquence  that 
captivated  all  who  listened  to  it.  Never  has  a  grander  discourse 
on  any  kindred  theme  been  delivered  to  an  assembly  of  Khode 
Island  people. 

The  practice  of  having  annual  discourses  appears  to  have  been 
discontinued  after  1855,  probably  on  account  of  the  dfficulty  of 
procuring  s])cakers  for  occasions  so  conspicuous,  the  last  haying- 
been  delivered  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Edward  B.  Hall.  From  this  time 
for  a  considerable  period  the  literary  exercises  of  the  Society 
consisted  only  of  voluntai-y  contri1)utions  of  its  members,  made 
either  at  quarterly  or  at  special  meetings  called  for  the  purpose 
at  the  Cabinet  building.  Many  of  tlie  papers  thus^read  Avere  of 
historical  importance,  and  not  a  few  of  them  form  parts  of  valu- 
able works  which  have  been  published.  At  some  of  these  meet- 
ings, also,  the  public  were  invited  to  attend.  It  was  not,  however, 
till  about  1874  that  the  Society  adopted  its  present  arrangement 
of  having  s})ecial  public  meetings  at  tlie  Cabinet  building  every 
t\vo  weeks  clurini>:  the  winter  months  for  the  readinu'  of  historical 
papers  on  subjects  alike  of  local  and  of  general  interest.  Since 
that  time  these  meetings  have  been  maintained  with  a  success 
which  does  credit  to  the  Society.  The  papers  thus  furnished 
every  winter  for  the  j)ast  twelve  years  and  more,  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly useful,  not  only  for  the  information  which  they  have 
imparted,  but  also  for  tlie  interest  which  they  have  awakened  in 
the  communitv  concerniuii'  tlu^  studies  which  we  are  en<^'a<'ed  in 
promoting.  The  only  drawl)ack  attending  them  is  in  the  fact 
that  no  larf]^er  number  of  our  own  members  have  enoan'cd  in 
preparing  them. 
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I  have  adverted  to  these  statistics,  furnished  from  our  records. 
in  order  to  show  how  nuniei'ous  have  been  tlie  incentives  which 
this  Society  has  at  all  times  offered  to  its  members  to  do  liistori- 
cal  work,  and  also  the  occasions  wliich  it  has  continually  afforded 
them  to  bring  that  work  to  the  attention  of  the  public.  This  is 
no  uninipoi'tant  service  to  be  done  in  any  connimnity,  es[)ecially 
in  one  like  oiu-  own,  where  the  ordinary  stimulus  to  literary  effort 
and  the  readiness  to  engage  in  it  are  both  exceedingly  sniall. 
It  has  always  been  the  habit — perhaps  the  necessity — of  the  town 
to  depend  on  persons  from  other  places  to  meet  whatever  de- 
mand there  nii<j:ht  be  for  anv  hio-her  literarv  service,  nnd  I  Mm 
happy  to  recall  the  fact  that  our  Society  has  at  all  times  had  for 
its  aim  the  encouragement  of  such  oifts  and  attainments  as  we 
have  found  at  home.  I  nuist  confess,  however,  to  a  fetding  of 
amazement,  as  well  as  of  regret,  that  so  few  of  our  educated  men 
have  responded  to  the  incentives  or  used  the  op[)ortunities  which 
have  been  thus  afforded  them.  What  we  need  most  signally  as 
a  community  is  the  active  enlistment  of  the  largest  possible  num- 
ber of  our  educated  minds  in  the  service  of  the  public  good  and 
in  the  improvemeut  of  the  intellectual  tone  of  the  city.  It  is  time 
that  we  rise  above  this  intellectual  provincialism  which  blights 
us  and  prevents  a  full  and  fair  development  of  our  higher  capaci- 
ties as  a  people.  Many  things  we  do  as  well  as  they  can  be  done 
anywhere  else.  Professional  practice,  mechanic  arts,  industrial 
vocations  of  almost  every  kind,  find  hei-e  accomplished  masters 
and  leaders.  How  is  it  that  the  same  can  scarcely  be  said  of 
scholarship  and  letters?  How  is  it  that  among  the  many  educn- 
ted  men  of  the  city  and  the  State,  so  few  lune  done  anything  in 
literature?  There  is  talent  enough,  there  are  resources  enough. 
l)ut  I  -regret  to  be  obliged  to  think  that  high  aspiration  is  still 
wanting  and  that  the  second  city  in  New  England  in  point  of 
population,  is  content  to  be  below  the  second  in  the  use  which 
its  educated  men  make  of  their  advantages. 

For  a  full  list  of   the  additions  of  books,  pamphlets  and  other 
articles  of  historical   intei'est,  I  refer  von   to  the   statement    fur- 
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nished  by  the  Sern-ctaiy  jind  to  tlic  fuller  re[)()rt  of  tlie  eonniiittec 
on  the  lil)rary.  I,  however,  make  mention  of  a  few  of  such  a> 
liave  been  brouglit  to  my  attention. 

T.  ''The  Home  Lots  of  tlie  Early  Settlers  of  the  Providence 
Plantations,"  by  Charles  Wyman  Ho])kins  ;  a  work  eom[)iled 
with  oreat  industrv  and  eai-e  and  an  im])ortant  aid  in  settlino- 
questions  which  have  been  long  in  del^ate,  as  to  the  h)ts  first 
owned  and  oecii])ied  by  the  founders  of  the  town. 

JI.  "Advanced  Sheets  of  tlie  Census  of  Ehode  Island.''  by 
Amos  Perry.  This  is  designed  to  be  a  part  of  the  census  of  the 
State  now  in  preparation,  but  not  yet  com[)leted.  It  presents  a 
o-eneral  view  of  the  <>eo^rai)hv  and  the  natiu*al  features  of  the 
State,  its  di\'isions  into  counties,  the  origin  of  the  se^■eral  towns 
in  each  county,  and  the  cons{)ieuous  facts  in  the  history  and  con- 
dition of  each.  The  work  embraces  115  pages  and  c(mtains  a 
laroe  amount  of  statistical  [uid  historical  infoi-mation. 

HI.  "Footprints  of  Koger  AVilliams,"  by  Reuben  A.  Guild, 
whicli  contains  an  enquiry  as  to  the  date  and  the  place  of  the 
birth  of  the  founder  of  the  State. 

lY.  "Dedication  of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Monument  in 
South  Kingstown,  in  June  1(S8(>,''  containing  addi'esses  by  the 
Hon.  Rowland  Hazard  and  ^fajoi'  B.  B.  Hammond  :  a  poem  and 
an  ode  by  the  Rcn  .  Frederic  Denison,  and  other  exercises  of 
the  occasion. 

V.  "Brief  History  of  the  Town  of  (rloucester,"  by  Mrs.  E. 
A.  Perry. 

VI.  "Documents  Illustrati\e  of  American  History,  1()0G- 
18f)e3,  with  Introductions  and  References,"  by  Howard  W.  Pres- 
ton. A  very  useful  compilation.  The  earliest  document  which  it 
contains  is  the  Charter  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  in  1()0(),  and 
the  latest  is  the  Proclamation  ot  Emancipation  by  President 
Lincoln  in  1863.  The  intervening  documents  are  of  correspond- 
ing importance. 

VII.  "The  Anthony  Memorial  ;  a  Catalogue  of  the  Harris 
Collection  of  American  Poetry,  with  Biographical  and  Biblio- 
graphical Notes,'*  by  efohn  C.  Stockbridge. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    Pl.'ESIDENT.  17 

Thi.s  volume  very  properly  fiiuls  a  place  in  oui*  eollec^tiou  of 
jiiaterials  for  Rhode  Island  History.  Some  of  the  works  whose 
titles  it  eontaiiis,  are  by  Rhode  Island  authors.  In  addition  to 
this  the  eolleetion  of  Auieriean  j)oeti-y,  of  which  it  is  tin-  cata- 
logue, was  begun  by  the  late  Albert  C.  (xreene,  a  former  Presi- 
dent of  this  Society.  It  subsequently  became  tlie  pj'operty  of 
our  late  associate,  Caleb  Fiske  Harris,  by  whom  it  was  largely 
increased,  and  finally  of  the  late  Hon.  Henry  B.  Anthony,  who 
made  many  additions  to  it,  and  lje(pieathed  it  to  Brown  Univer- 

YIIl.  "Memoirs  of  the  Rey.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  Professoi-  of 
History  and  Political  Economy  in  Brown  University,  Compiled 
from  his  Letters,  Journals  and  AVritings,  and  the  Recollections 
of  His  Friends,"  by  Caroline  Hazard.  This  delightfid  volume  is 
carefully  compiled  from  a  variety  of  materials,  witli  excellent 
judgment  and  good  taste,  and  foi'uis  a  ^ery  interesting  and  grace- 
ful memorial  of  our  late  associate  and  friend. 

IX.  A  frauied  Photograph  of  the  Go\eruor  Bull  house  in 
Newport,  built  in  1()89,  presented  by  Henry  Bull,  Ksfjuire.  It 
is  believed  to  be  the  oldest   house  now  standing  in  the  State. 

I  have  also  received  for  the  Cabinet,  from  Mr.  Daniel  Berke- 
ley U])dike,  j)hotograj)hic  views  of  Cocumscussuc,  or  "Smith's 
Castle,''  at  Wickford,  built  on  the  site  and  largely  of  the  timbers 
of  the  house  erected  by  Richard  Smith  in  1()39.  the  earliest 
English  house  in  the  Xarragansett  Country.  This  house  was  for 
several  generations  the  property  of  the  Updike  faniily. 

The  Society  has  received  invitations  to  be  represented  on  sev- 
eral public  occasions  of  historical  interest  in  other  States.  .Vmong 
these  may  be  mentioned  :  1.  The  dedication  of  the  (jroH  Memo- 
rial Town  Hall  in  Reho})oth,  Mass.,  on  ^lay  10,  188(5.  which 
was  attended  l)y  Messrs.  Amos  Perry  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith. 
2,  The  unveiling  of  a  monument  to  Columbus  in  Tower  CTro^e 
Park,  St.  liouis.  Mo.,  on  Oct.  12:  the  invitation  was  acknowl- 
edged Init  no  re})resentati\es  were  sent,  o.  The  unveiling  of  the 
Rartholdi  Statue  o1  "Liberty  Eidiiihtenino-  the  World,"  at  Bed- 
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loe's  Island,  near  Xew  York,  on  October  28,  vvliich  ^iessrs. 
Beckwitli,  Everett  and  Biirdick  were  appointed  to  attend  in  he- 
half  of  the  Society. 

In  our  own  State,  the  inost  important  liistorical  event  of  the 
year  has  been  the  celebi-ation  by  tlie  municipal  authorities  of  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftietli  anniversary  oftlie  founding  of  Provi- 
dence. The  occasion  had  been  anticipated  with  extraordinary 
interest,  and  the  ex[)ectations  which  it  had  awakened,  I  think, 
were  fully  satisfied  by  the  manner  in  u  hich  its  observance  was 
conducted.  It  \vas  carefully  pre])ared  by  a  special  committee  of 
the  City  Council,  wlio  invited  tliis  Society  to  name  some  of  its 
members  to  share  in  tlieir  deliberations.  The  oentlemen  thus 
named  were  ^lessrs.  Hammond,  l^ogers.  ^Valk(n^  Staples  and 
Southwick.  The  celebrati(m  took  ])lace  on  the  28d  and  24tli  days 
of  June,  only  a  few  days  subsequent  to  tlie  death  of  the  Mayor, 
the  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  wlio  had  presided  over  tlie  City 
Governn\ent  for  nearly  eighteen  years.  It  was  extended  through 
two  entire  days,  and  all  its  arrangements  and  pageants  were 
suited  to  so  memorable  an  event.  I  may  add  that  its  effect 
was  greatly  aided  by  news})apei-s  of  the  city,  especially  l)y  the 
Providence  Journal,  which  published  not  only  full  accounts  of 
the  celebration,  but  also  historical  sketches  of  })romincnt  events, 
of  important  institutions,  and  of  the  rise  and  growth  of  many 
leading  industrial  Interests  oY  the  city. 

On  the  first  day  religious,  nmsical  and  literary  exeivises  were 
held  in  the  morning  in  the  First  Baptist  Meeting-house,  where 
nearly  all  the  high  solemnities  of  the  town  have  been  celel)rated 
during  the  past  hundred  years.  In  the  afternoon  the  children  of 
the  public  schools  were  assembled  in  Roger  Williams  Park,  where 
they  sang  patriotic  songs  and  were  addressed  by  eminent  citizens 
selected  for  the  service.  The  evenino;  was  "iven  to  a  concert  in 
Infantry  Hall,  and  to  nmsic  by  bands  in  some  of  the  public 
squares  and  parks.  The  second  day  was  a  day  of  processions  and 
pageants  civic,  military  and  industrial,  designed  to  set  forth  suc- 
cessive phases  of  the  growth  of  the  city,  and  the  manifold  trades 
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iuid  occupations  of  the  people,  while  the  evening  was  ^et  apart 
to  a  hrilliant  display  of  fireworks  that  should  express  the  univer- 
sal joy  which  the  anni^ersary  had  awakened. 

But  it  is  what  was  spoken  on  this  historic  occasion  that  more 
especially  concerns  us  now.  The  orator  was  Chief  Justice  Durfee 
— the  second  of  that  name  and  title — the  distinguished  son  of  a 
distinguished  father,  both  of  whom  have  held  the  highest  judicial 
position  in  the  State,  and  both  of  whom  huve  united  in  their 
own  chai-acters  the  o-races  of  the  scholar  with  tlie  inteirritv  of  the 
jin*ist.  The  discourse  which  he  delivered  was  filled  with  the  gen- 
uine spirit  of  Khode  Ishuid  history  and  fully  met  the  high  de- 
mands of  the  occasion.  It  set  forth  the  occin^'cnccs  which  in 
early  times  gave  rise  to  the  founding  of  Providence,  with  a  proper 
discrimination  between  what  is  important  and  what  is  incidental 
in  the  events  of  the  period,  and  thus  it  presented  the  character 
of  its  founder  in  a  just  and  well-drawn  portraiture  that  is  not 
likely  to  be  materially  changed  in  any  of  its  features.  It  traced 
the  influences  which  have  shaped  the  growth  and  formed  the  char- 
acter of  our  ancient  town  and  made  it  what  it  has  since  become. 
Xor  did  the  discriminating  orator  omit  to  mention  the  defects 
that  were  wrought  into  our  social  organization  or  to  urge  upon 
us  the  transcendent  importance  of  broader  ^•ievvs  and  higher  aims 
in  our  civil  aflairs.  Our  position  as  a  city,  our  destiny  as  a  com- 
munity depends  not  on  what  our  fathers  did  long  ago — but  on 
what  we  do  now.  It  will  be  a  monumental  disgrace  if,  at  this 
late  period  in  its  history,  Providence,  so  beautiful  for  situation, 
so  aboundins:  in  natural  advantaoes  of  everv  kind,  is  now  oblii^ed 
to  surrender  the  advanced  jjosition  which  she  has  begun  to  oc- 
cupy. Let  her  capitalists,  her  educated  professional  men.  her 
industrial  leaders,  her  whole  population  unite  in  urging  her  for- 
ward and  guiding  her  to  the  splendid  destiny  that  is  within  her 
reach . 

On  more  than  one  former  occasion  I  have  made  mention  of 
what  is  known  as  the  * 'Critical  and  XarratiAC  History  of  Amer- 
ica ;"  a  work  which    I  regard  as  the  most   important   enterprise 


20  KHODE    ISLAND    HIST<)IM(  AL    SOCIETY. 

ever  undertaken  for  setting  forth  is  tlielr  connection  with  each 
otlier,  the  essential  facts  reUiting  to  the  disci )Nerv,  the  coloniza- 
tion and  the  growth  in  civilization  of  the  American  Continent. 
The  work  lias  long  been  promised  and  even  pai'tially  printed, 
but  its  publication  has  been  delayed  by  financial  eml)arrassments 
of  those  who  had  it  in  chai-ge.  It  was  at  length  transferred  to 
the  well-known  publisliing  house  of  ^Messrs.  Houghton,  Mifflin 
and  Co.,  and  within  the  past  eight  months,  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  of  its  eight  volumes  have  been  publisiied.  T\\v  first  is  to 
be  delayed  till  the  others  are  completed.  It  is.  as  you  are 
aware,  to  be  prepared  according  to  the  coJiperiitive  method,  by 
many  different  writers  selected  on  account  of  their  (juafifications 
for  the  several  parts  which  they  undertake.  The  pre[)aration  of 
the  whole  work  is  placed  under  the  editorial  control  of  Afr.  Jus- 
tin AVinsor,  assisted  by  a  committee  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical vSociety.  When  completed  according  to  its  ))lan  it  will 
comprise  all  that  is  known  about  the  discovery  and  colonization 
of  every  part  of  this  western  world.  It  will  embrace  sketches  of 
its  diversified  physical  geography — of  the  different  degrees  of  its 
adaptation  to  the  wants  of  civilized  man — of  the  races  that  in- 
habited it  before  the  coming  of  Euro[)eans — of  its  succeissive  set- 
tlements by  cohmists  from  Europe — of  its  division  into  separate 
countries  and  nations — of  the  rise  and  progress  of  their  ij-overn- 
ments — of  their  arts  and  sciences  and  of  all  that  enters  into  theii' 
diversified  civilizations. 

The  results  of  a  great  literary  undeitaking  like  this  cannot 
fail  to  be  widely  felt.  It  will  place  the  continent  of  America 
before  us  as  a  grand  historical  unit  of  which  we  are  a  part.  It  is 
one  of  our  eccentricities  as  a  peo{)le  that  we  have  taken  no  in- 
terest in  the  fortunes  of  our  nearest  neighbors,  and  that  we  know 
so  little  about  them.  Vsv  and  they  alike  are  the  offspring  of 
Europe,  ^l^v  all  began  as  colonies,  dependent  on  mother  coun- 
tries beyond  the  Atlantic.  We  all  bec;une  nations  only  by  pro- 
tracted and  bloody  struggles.  The  fact  that  ouiown  independence 
was  the  earliest  to  be  secured,  that  it  has  alwavs  been   tlu*  most 
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succeysfiilly  iiialutalnc'd  and  attended  witli  the  most  commanding 
national  development,  has  naturally  assigned  to  us  the  position 
of  leadership — a  position  the  duties  of  which  we  have  wholly 
neglected  to  pei-form.  AVe  have  made  no  attempt  to  guide  or 
benefit  them  in  any  way.  We  have  simply  let  them  alone,  and 
this  we  have  done  greatly  to  our  own  disadvantage.  We  might 
have  conferred  great  benefits  on  them,  and  received  from  them 
corresponding  benefits  in  return.  With  the  single  exce])tion 
of  Brazil,  they  are  all  re[mblics  like  ourselves,  but  such  has 
been  our  attitude  towards  them  that  they  have  never  sought 
counsel  or  Guidance  from  us.  Thev  were  from  the  beoinninii' 
inferior  to  us  in  the  arts  and  industries  of  civilization  :  they 
needed  our  products  and  the  lessons  of  our  ex})erience,  while  we 
needed  their  markets  and  their  trade  and  their  international  good 
will.  They,  however,  have  received  nothing  from  us,  and  they 
have  given  us  nothing  in  return,  save  the  unequalled  indifference 
which  they  have  always  themselves  experienced.  It  is  true  that 
while  they  were  struggling  for  independence  Congress  passed 
some  resolutions  of  sympathy,  and  at  a  later  period  the  (Tovern- 
ment  proclaimed  in  their  behalf  what  we  c;dl  the  ^Monroe  Doc- 
trine. But  neither  of  these  was  sufficient  to  touch  the  hearts  of 
the  strugrrling  nations  of  the  South.  It  became  onlv  too  evident 
that  the  great  re])ublic  of  the  North  regarded  them  only  as  her 
social  inferiors,  not  tit  to  be  her  associates  and  equals  in  the  in- 
tercourse of  nations.  But  what  is  still  more  remarkable,  though 
they  be  our  hiferiors,  we  have  withheld  from  them  even  that 
Christian  Philanthropy  which  we  liave  extended  to  the  remotest 
and  most  degraded  peoples  of  the  world,  ^^'e  have  sent  Christian 
missionaries  to  India  and  China,  to  the  most  distant  islands  of 
the  sea,  nay,  even  to  some  of  the  eidightened  nations  of  Europe, 
but,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  not  to  a  single  country  of  either 
North  or  South  America  beyond  our  own. 

It  is  certainly  quite  time  that  this  reciprocal  indifference — this 
deplorable  disregard  of  everything  that  constitutes  good  neigh- 
borhood and  promotes  good  will,  should  come  to  an  end  between 
us  and  the  other    American   nations.     \Ve  shall   take   one   lontr 
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.stride  towards  suoli  an  end  wiien  we  begin  to  inform  ourselves 
concerning  tht;  nation-  whkh  we  have  «o  long  despised — wliose 
trade  we  have  allowed  our  rivals  to  monopolize,  and  whose  na- 
tional interests  and  policv  are  now  laro-elv  controlled  bv  their 
trans-Atlantic  trienrjs.  Tn  the  universal  history  of  the  world  the 
(•ontinent  of  Europe  Hands  forth  as  a  unit,  because  its  several 
countries  haxv  an  origin  and  a  civilization  substantially  the  same. 
The  continent  of  America,  however,  presents  itself  in  no  such 
unity.  It  is  merely  a  geographical  name.  Though  hs  people  are 
largely  of  Europt-an  deseent  and  its  several  nations  have  go\'ern- 
nients  and  in-^titmions  nearly  identical,  they  yet  have  nothing 
else  in  common  and  they  aiv  never  classed  together  in  any  of  the 
great  division-^  of  mankind.  Tlie  first  step  towards  better  and 
more  advantageous  relations  must  be  a  fullei-  acquaintance  on 
our  part  with  our  American  neighbors  and"  a  practical  recogni- 
tion of  that  geugiaphical  and  continental  and  international 
unity,  which  should  ereate  common  interests  among  all  Ameri- 
can nations. 

The  year  18^7  brings  with  it  the  centennial  anniversary 
of  the  formation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States— an 
anniversary  the  importance  of  which  transcends  that  of  every 
other  in  our  national  history,  for  it  relates  to  an  event  which 
has  given  permanence  and  security  to  everything  that  is  most 
valued  by  the  Amei-iean  people.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
the  first  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  secure  its  observance. 
Tn  September  an  informal  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the 
original  thirteen  States  was  held  in  riiiladelphia  at  which  it  was 
decided  to  request  the  Governors  of  all  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries of  the  I  niied  States  to  appoint  each  a  commissioner  to  meet 
in  Philadelphia  on  the  second  day  of  December  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  anniversarv.  The  dav  selected  bv  the 
Governors  for  the  celebration  was  the  seventeenth  of  September, 
the  day  on  which  the  Constitution  was  completed  and  signed  by 
its  framers.  At  this  meeting  twenty-two  commissioners  were 
present,  and  l^hode  Island  was  represented  by  our  respected 
associate,  tlu-  Hon.  Rowland  Hazard. 
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The  gatliering  \va.s  in  all  respec^ts  wortliy  of  the  sul)jcct  to  ho 
considered,  and  tlie  spirit  that  was  manifested  was  such  as  wnti 
to  be  expected  from  representatives  from  eveiy  part  of  the  vast 
domain  over  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  no^v 
guarantees  freedom  and  protection  to  the  Auicriean  jieople.  It 
was  decided  that  tliose  in  attendance  should  constitute  the 
"Constitutional  Ctmtennial  Commission,"  and  agieed  that  the 
anniversary  should  be  celebrated  at  Philadelphia  with  literary 
e'xercises  and  with  military  and  civic  proeessiouts,  and  that  the 
attendance  be  requested  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  ;ind  of  Congress,  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  the  (rovernors  of  all  the  States  and 
^Ferritories,  and  the  Justices  of  their  Coui'ts,  togethei-  with  d(^- 
tachraents  of  troops  from  the  States  and  from  the  army  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  also  proposed  that  measures  be  taken  to 
]>erpetuate  the  memory  of  the  day  by  a  grand  "Arch  of  Com- 
memoration," to  be  erected  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  each  State 
and  Territory  be  requested  to  make  a  contribution  for  the 
purpose. 

In  such  a  celeJjration  as  this,  I  need  not  say,  no  State  will 
join  more  heartily  than  Rhode  Island.  That  she  boi-e  no  i)ai't 
in  framing  the  Constitution  and  that  she  was  the  last  of  the 
original  States  to  adoi)t  it,  are  facts  which  she  would  gladly  blot 
from  her  history  if  it  were  possible,  for  her  experience  under  it 
has  been  precisely  the  opposite  of  all  that  her  people  then 
apprehended.  In  the  place  of  op})ression,  she  has  had  nothing 
l)ut  protection  ;  in  the  place  of  humiliation,  she  has  seciu-ed  dig- 
nity and  importance;  instead  of  losing  any  of  the  rights  which 
she  had  secured  by  the  war  of  independence,  she  has  found  them 
to  be  strengthened  by  new  guaiantees  and  protected  by  addi- 
ti(mal  muniments  ;  and  she  holds  her  place  among  the  State> 
second  to  no  one  of  them  all  in  devotion  to  the  Constitution  which 
for  a  time  her  |)eople  relused  to  accept.  The  duties  it  imposes 
she  will  alwavs  delight  to  perform,  and  on  the  guarantees  it 
afioi-ds  she  will  continue  to  depend  as  the  foundation  of  her  se- 
<*urity  and  the  anchor  of  her  hopes. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OX  BriLDIXG 
AND  GROI^NDS. 


Providence,  Janiuirv   11,  1SS7. 
To  THE  Rhode  Island  Histokical  Soc^ietv: 

This  coniniittee  i-ejx^ted  jit   the    qiiartei'ly  meeting-  in  July. 
188(3,   the   {inioiiiit  expended   on  Building    and  (ii'oiuids  tor  six 

months  ending  June  ^^Otli,  to  be        .          .          .          .  $220.64 

The  tunount  paid  since  the  date  of  that  report  is  as 
follows: 

Paid  to  Charles  Law,  repairing  gjis  fixtures.       .           .  2.75 

Paid  to  E.  Coggeshall,  repairing  furnace             ..           .  2.00 


Total  for  the  year  188(5  .  .   $230. ;31) 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  ^Ii*.  James  Hurdiek.  one  of  our 
members,  for  the  gift  of  a  Spanisli  (^op])er  Shade  and  brass 
standard  for  the  light  on  the  lecturer's  <lesk. 

Respectfully  sul)mitted  for  the  connnittee 

on  l^uilding  and  (xrounds. 

Isaac  II.   South  wick. 

Chairnia)i. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 


Providence,   January  11,   1887. 
To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Socirty  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  respectfully  submit  their 
seventh  annual  Report. 

The  Hon.  Amos  Perry,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  has  been 
continued  in  the  office  of  librarian.  Library  hours  are  from  10 
A.  M.  to  1  P.  M.  ;  and  from  2|-  to  5  P.  M.  Within  these  hours, 
the  rooms  are  regularly  open,  except  that  on  Saturday  the  li- 
brary is  not  open  after  1  p.  M-.  The  number  of  visitors  increases 
from  year  to  year,  and  a  larger  proportion  come  for  purposes  of 
consultation  and  research,  as  compared  with  those  who  are  at- 
tracted by  mere  curiosity.  At  no  previous  anniversary  have  our 
books  and  pamphlets  been  so  easily  accessible  as  now. 

The  following  memorandum,  furnished  at  our  request  by  the 
librarian's  assistant,  ]Mr.  Sandford  B.  Smith,  shows  something 
of  the  work  done  during  the  year. 

,  I.  The  labor  of  labeling  and  numbering  the  shelves  and  pamphlet  cases  has 
been  completed.  The  books,  cases  and  shelves  have  all  been  cleaned,  —  the 
pamphlet  cases  re-arranged;  the  books  have  all  been  taken  to  the  ante-room, 
dusted,  and  the  numbers  verified. 

1  am  happy  to  state,  that  not  a  book  or  pamphlet  that  has  been  numbered  and 
catalogued  has  been  lost. 
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n.  More  than  half  the  time  during  the  year  has  been  occupied  in  cataloguing 
books  and  pamphlets;  principally  those  arranged  in  the  gallery.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  latter  belong  to  Section  No.  3;*  many  of  them  are  of  great  scien- 
tific and  historic  value. 

III.  Manuscript  papers,  «S:c.,  copied. 

(1)  Capt.  Stephen  Olney's  Account  of  that  part  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  in 
which  he  took  part,  from  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  1775,  to  the  surrender  of  the 
British  Army  at  York  Town,  1781.  62  4I0  pages. 

(2 1  Capt.  Christopher  Lippitt's  Auto-Biography  of  his  Life  and  Services. 

6  p.  4to. 
(3)   Letter  on  Commerce;   Addressed  to  Tristam  Burges.   By  Moses  Brown. 

24  p.  4to. 
(^4)   Materials   towards  the    History   of    Friends   in   New  England.     By  Moses 
Brown,  42  p.  4to. 

(5)  Census  of  Providence,  1790.  Copied  from  the  original  manuscript  belong- 
ing to  Charles  B.  Allen.  36  p.  f.  cap. 

(6)  Schedule  of  the  Whole  Number  of  Persons  in  the  District  of  Rhode  Island. 
1790.  4  p.  f.  cap. 

(7)  Size  Roll,  3d  Company,  in  the  Rhode  Island   Regiment,  September,  1782 

4  p.  f.  cap. 

IV.  Manuscript  volumes  that  have  been  indexed. 


(1)  Boundary  Line, 

(2)  Esten  Papers 
(3;  Cook  Papers 

(4)   Harris  Papers 
(6)  W'hipple  Papers 
(G)   Hopkins  Papers 


(7)  Backus  Papers 

(8)  Military  Papers 


Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Is 


and 


Vol.  I. 
Vol.  11. 


Vol.  I. 
Vol.  TL 
Vol  III. 


Vol.  I. 
Vol.  II. 
Vol.  III. 
Vol.  IV. 


(9)  Rice  Papers 

(10)  Deeds. 


(11)   Papers  Relating  to  Providence 


Vol.  I. 
Vol.  11. 


1844—1851 
1664—1825 
1732—1811 
1775—1781 
1675—1716 
1732—1791 
1776—1777 
1728—1786 
1776—1778 
1638—1731 
1775—1781 
1757—1780 
1780—1787 
1778—1809 
1721—1813 
1744—1784 
1784—1814 
1643—1793 


♦Section  No,  1  includes  pamphlets  relating  to  Rhode  Island;    No.  2,  those  re- 
lating to  other  New  England  States;   No.  3,  relating  to  other  States  or  Countries. 
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The  Committee  have  received  from  the  sale  of  duplicates  the 
sum  of  $7G.37.     They  have  expended  : 

For  books  and  magazines,  $36.26 

binding,  33.55 

stationery  and  printing,  8.95 

picture-frame,  1 .50 


Total,  $80.26 

This  makes  a  balance  of  expenditure  over  receipts  of  $3.89, 
which  is  drawn  from  the  annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
dollars.      The  remainder  of  that  appropriation  is  undrawn. 

The  accessions  to  our  Library  and  Cabinet  have  numbered  as 
follows  : 

Bound  volumes,  390 

Pamphlets,  1,803 

Miscellaneous,  290 


Total,  2,483 

Among  the  books  received,  which  pertain  to  Ehode  Island, 
cither  by  authorship  or  subject,  we  may  mention  a  few.  Mr. 
Howard  W.  Preston  of  Providence,  has  published  during  the 
year  a  very  useful  volume,  entitled  "Documents  Illustrative  of 
American  History."  Quoting  in  his  Preface  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Freeman,  that  "the  most  ingenious  and  most  eloquent  of  modern 
historical  discourses  can  after  all  be  nothing  more  than  a  com- 
ment on  a  text", — he  gives  us  the  text  of  thirty-two  important 
American  state-pa])ers,  from  1606  to  1863,  or  from  the  first 
Virginia  Charter  to  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation, — colo- 
nial charters.  Plans  of  Union,  by  Penn  and  Franklin,  manifestos 
of  the  Revolutionary  period,  includnig  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, Articles  of  Confederation,  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  North  West  Ordinance,  and  documents  from  southern 
states   marking  the  steps  that  led  to  secession.     To  each  docu- 
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ment  is  prefixed  a  short  commentary,  with  references  for  furthcj- 
consultation;  We  regard  this  as  an  important  addition  to  the 
apparatus  for  the  convenient  study  of  American  political  history. 

Other  accessions  of  local  value  are,  the  Gazeteer  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Rhode  Island  (Hartford,  1819)  ;  town-histories  of 
Glocester,  by  Mrs.  Perry  ;  of  Richmond,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Irish  : 
of  Westerly  and  Stonington,  by  the  Hon.  R.  A.  Wheeler; 
a  set,  not  quite  complete,  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Providence 
Gazette;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stockbridge's  Catalogue  of  the  "Han-is 
Collection"  of  American  Poetry,  with  notes  and  memoirs  of  the 
three  gentlemen,  all  members  of  this  society,  by  Avliom  tlie  col- 
lection was  made  and  given  to  Brown  University,  Greene. 
Harris  and  Antliony  ;  Memorials  .  of  Edwin  C.  Larned,  (five 
copies,)  and  of  Professor  George  I.  Chace  ;  Guild's  "Foot- 
prints of  Roger  Williams  ;"  a  paper  by  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Bodge 
on  the  Narragansett  fort-fight ;  a  Bible  printed  in  1724,  which 
belonged  to  the  De  Wolf  family  of  Bristol,  Avith  marginal  records 
of  family  events,  including  the  births  of  those  who  won  distinc- 
tion for  the  name  ;  o^enealofi^ies  of  families  well-known  in  Rhode 
Island,  such  as,  Arnold,  Fenner,  Jenkins,  and  a  large  volume 
on  the  Howlands  in  America ;  several  pieces  of  Rhode  Island 
literature  not  of  special  historic  interest,  and  the  usual  abundance 
of  reports  and  pamphlets, 

In  the  department  of  topography  and  local  illustration  we 
have  received  some  important  accessions.  Among  these,  we 
must  first  name  the  very  handsome  monograph  of.  Mr.  Charles 
Wyman  Hopkins,  entitled,  "The  Home  Lots  of  tlie  Early  Set- 
tlers of  the  Providence  Plantations."  Even  the  latest  authorities 
had  left  the  distribution  of  home-lots  in  the  original  settlement 
in  doubt.  Mr.  Dorr  says,  in  liis  "Planting  and  Growth  of 
Providence," — "The  early  allotment  of  the  homesteads  has  be- 
come involved  in  obscurity  through  the  loss  of  the  early  docu- 
ments of  the  town."  This  obscurity,  Mr.  Hopkins  in  a  great 
degree  dispels,  mainly  by  the  aid  of  a  record  in  the  handwriting 
of  Roger  Williams,  dated    1660,   being  a  "List  of  Lands  and 
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Meadows,  as  they  were  originally  lotted."  He  gives  a  plan  of 
the  * 'town-street,"  with  the  names  of  the  first  proprietors  of  the 
home  lots,  fifty-two  in  number,  their  fronts  meeting  the  irregu- 
lar line  of  that  street,  and  extending  from  Dexter's  lane  (Olney 
street)  to  Mile-end  Cove.  Other  plans,  and  full  notes  make 
clear  the  relations  of  these  primeval  divisions  to  the  subsequent 
ownership  of  lands  and  course  of  streets,  and  illustrate  the  ge- 
nealogy of  many  families.  Photographs  of  original  documents 
enrich  the  volume.  We  have  added  to  oiu-  library  two  copies  of 
Mr.  Hopkins'  work. 

Mr.  Edwin  Whitefield  of  ^Massachusetts  has  published  a  se- 
ries of  representations  of  old  buildings,  mostly  dwelling-houses, 
in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Ivhode  Island,  from  drawings 
made  by  himself,  in  presence  of  the  objects.  The  work  is 
entitled  "The  Homes  of  our  Forefiithers."  The  volume  on  Con- 
necticut and  Khode  Island  contains  about  fifty  views  of  houses 
in  the  former  State,  and  twentv-one  in  the  latter.  Ainons^  them 
are  the  Bull  house  in  Newport,  said  to  have  been  built  in  1G39, 
the  Fenner  "castle"  in  Johnston,  whose  chimney  has  lately  been 
leveled,  the  house  on  Abbott's  lane,  reputed  to  be  the  oldest  in 
Providence ;  and  several  quaintly  picturesque  structures  in  Co- 
nanicut,  Bristol,  &c.  The  Roger  Williams  house  in  Salem  sur- 
prises us  by  its  size  and  stateliness. 

Mr.  Henry  Bull  of  Newport  has  presented  a  large  and  elegant 
photograph  of  the  Bull  house,  taken  before  recent  changes  in 
its  roof;  this  is  substantially  framed,  and  will  be  a  conspicuous 
ornameiit  of  our  walls. 

It  is  a  very  appropriate  aim  of  our  Society  to  collect  photo- 
graphs of  places  which  are  rapidly  changing,  or  have  undergone 
great  changes,  in  their  outward  aspect.  In  the  one  great  /n'sforic 
virtue  of  landscape  or  architectural  views, — accuracy  of  lines, — 
photography  excels  all  other  modes  of  graphic  representation  : 
and  these  sun-copies  are  the  highest  authority  in  disputed  ques- 
tions of  topography.  We  have  received  a  view  of  Market  Square 
and  College  hill,  before  the  What  Cheer  building  was  erected 
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(and  hence  before  1850),  showing  the  ohl  Manufacturers'  Ho- 
tel and  its  overshadowing  horse-chestnut  tree,  awning-posts  on 
the  sidewalks,  and  several  buildings  that  have  now  disappeared. 

We  have- received  an  ''autotype"  representation  of  the  Cove 
in  the  centre  of  Providence  as  it  appeared  in  1827,  and  till  about 
forty  years  ago,  the  water  extending  to  the  line  of  Canal  street 
and  to  the  foot  of  Steeple  street,  and  covering  the  present  ex- 
panse of  Exchange  Place.  "Snowtown"  appears  in  the  fore- 
ground. The  Cove  was  not  then  the  walled  ellipse  we  are  now 
familiar  with,  but  sent  its  irregular  prolongations  along  the 
lines  of  the  several  rivers  as  they  enter  and  leave  it.  An  en- 
graving in  ]\lr.  Hopkins'  monograph  exhibits  this  former  shape 
of  the  Cove  in  plan.  Such  views  are  potent  aids  to  the  imagina- 
tion, as  it  seeks  to  follow  the  canoe  of  Poger  Williams  on  its 
course  up  the  ''Great  Salt  Piver"  to  the  mouth  of  the  Moosha- 
suck. 

Two  photographs  have  reached  us,  taken  from  an  engraving, 
which  exhibits  the  grounds  of  Brown  Universit}^,  with  no  build- 
ings but  University  Hall,  and  the  old  "President's  house," 
which  stood  within  the  college  Campus.  As  Hope  College  was 
erected  in  1822,  the  original  of  this  view  must  have  been  taken 
before  that  year.  There  appears  to  be  a  garden  near  the  fore- 
ground ;  this  may  be  the  "botanic  garden,"  whose  precise 
situation  it  has  been  difiicult  to  fix.  We  possess  several  later 
delineations  of  the  college  orounds  and  buildin<Ts,  showinc;  the 
successive  changes  in  these,  and  in  the  streets  that  environ  them. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  town  of  East  Providence  are  the 
graves  of  Thomas  Willett  and  his  wife.  He  was  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Plymouth  Colony,  one  of  the  founders  of  Swansey, 
and  the  first  Mayor  of  New  York.  These  graves  have  been 
often  visited,  and  their  inscriptions  copied;  but  we  are  not 
aware  that  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  reproduce  the  inscrip- 
tions by  tracing  from  the  stones  till  now.  They  are  rudely  cut ; 
in  each  case  continued  from  headstone  to  footstone  ;  and  the 
fac  similes  well  exhibit  the  size  and   character  of  the  letteriuo;. 
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[Since  this  report  was  prepared,  but  previously  to  the  annual 
meeting,  the  valuable  gift  of  four  photograj)hic  views  of^'Co- 
euniscussuc,  or  Smith's  Castle  at  Wickford,"  framed  together, 
was  received  from  one  of  our  members,  ^Nlr.  Daniel  Berkeley 
Updike.  Suitable  notice  of  it  must  be  reserved  till  a  later  report.] 

From  ^Ir.  Pardon  Fenner  Brown  and  wife,  of  Manton,  we 
have  received  a  valuable  collection  of  manuscripts,  which,  under 
the  intelligent  care  of  our  associate,  the  Eev.  James  Pierce  Root, 
have  been  arranged  and  mounted  in  a  large  volume,  with  the 
title  of  the  "Fenner  Papers."  Mr.  Hoot  has  kindly  furnished 
us  the  following  account  ot  these  documents  : 

"The  oldest  paper  in  this  collection  is  dated  Jan.  30,  1011. 
It  is  a  kind  of  warrant  served  upon  one  William  Baker,  [oi- 
Faber]  of  Ashfold  (probably  xVshford,  in  Co.  Kent,  England), 
by  Sir  Thos.  Bishop,  collector,  and  is  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
reigning  King  (James  I.),  by  Ira  flyers.  Although  couched 
in  very  loving  language,  it  is  in  effect  a  demand  for  a  loan  of 
£10.  issued  probably  by  the  King's  ministry,  who  were  con- 
stantly devising  such  means  as  forced  loans,  monopolies,  etc., 
for  raising  money,  ofttimes  using  means  that  were  illegal.  The 
privy  seal-stamp,  once  attached  to  the  paper,  has  beeji  removed. 
This  document  was  folded  in  a  parchment  cover  still  preserved. 

The  most  valuable  j)aper  in  the  collection  is  the  original  will 
ofAVilliam  Fenner,  one  of  the  brothers  of  Capt.  Arthur  Fenner. 
He  lived  part  of  tlie  time  in  Providence  and  was  at  another  pe- 
riod a  resident  of  Connecticut.  The  will  is  dated  30  Aug.  1G80, 
and  was  probated  in  Newport,  where  probably  he  died,  but  the 
copy  of  it  was  destroyed  in  the  general  ruin  that  came  to  the  New- 
port records  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was  also  offered  to 
the  Providence  town  council  by  his  brother  Arthur,  but  no  copy 
seems  to  have  been  transcribed  in  the  council  books.  l]y  this 
will  we  find  the  names  of  the  two  sisters  of  the  three  brothers, 
and  also  a  sou  of  Capt.  Arthur  is  mentioned,  whose  name  had 
not  previously  come  down  to  us. 

Memoranda  of  the  different  sections  of  land  laid  out  to  ^Nlajor 
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Thomas  Fenner,  son  of  Capt.  Arthur,  by  the  town,  or  bought 
by  him,  vvitli  maps  of  the  property  held  in  the  family,  are  of 
historic  value.  Some  of  the  ancient  deeds  are  in  good  preser- 
vation. Inventories  and  papers  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
estates,  copies  of  wills,  and  other  legal  documents,  with  muster 
rolls  and  bills  of  merchandise,  present  a  great  variety  of  inter- 
esting material.  The  various  appointments  of  Thomas  Fenner 
and  some  of  his  descendants  to  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
or  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  to  military  office,  are 
signed  by  various  governors,  as  Cranston,  Greene,  S.  Hopkins, 
Wm.  Wanton,  John  Wanton,  Joseph  Jenks  and  Arthur  Fen- 
ner. 

A  ciirious  paper,  somewhat  mutilated,  is  one  probably  written 
by  AVilliam  Harris  on  the  vexed  question  of  ' '  up  stream  without 
limits,"  fortifying  that  idea  by  quotations  from  Scripture,  as 
where  Abraliam  is  told  to  "look  northward  and  southward  and 
all  the  land  that  thou  seest  I  will  give  thee."  It  closes  with  a 
sharp  criticism  upon  Roger  Williams." 

Mr.  DroAvne  has  sent  us  the  fac  simile  of  a  deed  of  William 
Arnold  to  his  son  Benedict,  dated  in  tlie  year  1643. 

Passing  beyond  these  local  subjects,  we  will  name  some  of  the 
additions  in  broader  fields.  In  biography,  an  interesting  acces- 
sion is  the  Life  of  John  Carpenter,  town  clerk  of  London,  in 
the  XV.  century,  and  founder  of  the  City  of  London  Scliool, 
who  was  ancestor  of  William  Carpenter  of  Providence,  and 
whose  memoir  reaches  us  through  the  kind  suggestion  of  Miss 
Esther  Bernon  Carpenter.  It  was  pul^lishcd  in  London,  1856. 
Add  to  this  the  last  volume  of  the  Life  and  Letters  of  Gov. 
Thomas  Hutchinson  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Coffin  Amory's  Life  of  Sir 
Isaac  Coffin;  and  memoirs  of  the  exph^rer  Champlain,  of  John 
Richardson,  a  Friend  (1807),  of  the  bibliographer  Joseph  Green 
Cogswell,  of  George  W.  Whistler  the  engineer,  of  the  late  Ste- 
phen Salisbury  of  Worcester,  by  our  friend  the  Hon.  tFolm 
Davis  Washburn,  of  the  late  Dr.  Jolm  William  Draper  of  Xew 
York  and  otliers. 
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Of  town  histories  outside  of  Khode  Island,  we  have  added 
Hassctt's  Richmond,  N.  H.,  ^Marvin's  '* Worcester  in  the  Ee- 
hellion,"  and  Blake's  Rutland,  ]\lass.,  Pendleton's  notice  of 
Stoninoton,  Conn.,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hatfield's  of  Elizabeth, 
N.  J. 

A  snni])tuons  volume  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Craufords, 
(•.•«])ecially  the  descendants  of  John  Crauford  of  Virginia,  bears 
the  title  of  '^Laurus  Craufurdiana,"  and  is  printed  for  private 
distribution.  Several  genealogies  of  families  have  come  to 
hnnd,  besides  those  named  as  pertaining  to  Rhode  Island  :  Dana, 
Dearboi-n,  Hall,  Sands,  Weeks,  Williams  and  others. 

Hy  j)urcliase  from  the  ]\Iunsells  of  Albany,  we  have  procured 
a  work  entitled  "America  Heraldica,"  which  beautifully  repre- 
sents in  coloi-s  about  two  hundred  coats-of-arms  and  crests 
biouglit  over  from  Eiu'ope  by  families  arriving  betweeen  1600 
and   1800. 

From  tlie  same  source,  we  have  obtained  the  Journal  of  Cap- 
tain Pausch,  chief  of  Hanau  Artillery  in  the  Burgoyne  cam- 
paign ;  translated  and  annotated  by  William  L.  Stone,  with  an 
Inti'oduction  by  Edward  J.  Lowell,  who  has  made  a  special  study 
of  the  part  taken  by  German  troops  in  the  AVar  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  who  discovered  the  manuscript  in  the  State  Library  at 
Cassel.  It  abounds  in  graphic  description  ;  the  volume  is  hand- 
somely made  up,  is  adorned  by  a  finely  engraved  likeness  ot 
Madam  Riedesel,  and  appropriately  dedicated  to  General  Hora- 
tio Rogers,  who  is  a  recognized  authority  on  the  subject  of  tlu^ 
Burgoyne  expedition. 

From  the  authors,  we  have  received  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Holmes' work  on  the  Baconian  authorship  of  Shakespere's  Plays 
(new  edition  in  two  vols.),  and  the  Life  of  Giovanni  Dupre, 
an  Italian  artist,  by  our  former  townsman.  Professor  Henry  S. 
rrieze.  A\'e  have  received  by  gift  an  interesting  monograph  by 
the  late  Dr.  Warren,  on  the  Great  Elm  of  Boston  Common, 
with  a  good  impression  of  Bonner's  map  of  Boston,  1722. 

Among  the  generous  donors  of  pam})hlets  and  miscellanei)us 
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articles  may  be  named, — besides  our  habitual  friends,  the  liuc 
Mr.  Bartlett,  Bishop  Clark,  My.  H.  T.  Beckwith,  and  Jud-c 
Carpenter, — Llrs.  Shepard,  ISlr.  Samuel  Dunster  of  Attleboif). 
Mr.  David  E.  Paul  of  Johnston,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  oj 
Boston. 

The  special  interest  awakened  during  the  last  few  years  In 
the  story  of  the  Huguenots,  lias  brought  to  liglit  many  memori- 
als of  their  life  in  exile.  We  have  received  from  the  TJev. 
Henry  A.  Miles  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  through  the  hands  of  our 
President,  two  rare  and  curious  relics  of  the  French  Protestants 
in  New  England.  One  is  a  printed  sermon  preached  at  Boston 
in  1689,  before  the  French  congregation  there,  which  had  then 
no  minister  and  no  building  of  its  own  for  worship.  The  sermon 
was  written  in  French,  by  the  Ilcv.  Ezechiel  Carre,  "formerly 
Minister  of  Eocliechalais  in  France,  now  Minister  of  the  French 
Colony  in  Narragansett."  It  was  translated  into  English,  b}' 
Nehemiah  Walter,  who  succeeded  John  Eliot  in  the  ministry 
at  Poxbury,  and  who  was  so  well  versed  in  French  that  he 
sometimes  preached  to  the  little  band  in  their  own  tongue.  The 
prefatory  "Advertisement"  says,  "The  author  being  obliged  to 
bestow  some  part  of  liis  jNIinistry  on  the  French  Church  of  Bos- 
ton, until  it  should  please  God  to  provide  for  it,  he  was  much 
surprized  to  observe  that  for  many  Sabbaths  this  Church  con- 
trary to  its  custome  extremely  neglected  Alms  toward  the  Poor, 
which  our  Discipline  recommends  at  the  conclusion  of  each  Ex- 
ercise :  this  made  him  take  a  resolution  to  Treat  of  this  Subject, 
which  he  has  done  in  this  Sermon.  The  Church  seemed  to  be 
moved  therewith,  and  some  particular  persons  requested  the 
Author  to  give  it  them  to  publish,  which  one  of  them  now 
does."  Then  follow  a  Dedication  to  "^Ir.  «Tohn  Pastre,  French 
Merchant,  Pefugee  in  Boston,"  wlio  seems  to  have  borne  the 
expense  of  printing,  and  a  ^erv  characteristic  "Prefatory  Ke- 
commendation"  by  Cotton  blather.  The  sermon  is  founded  on 
the  story  of  "Tlie  charitable  Samaritan  ;"  perhaps  with  a  covert 
allusion  to  the  fate  of  the  Hui»uenots,  rcccivino' from  alien  hands 
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the  kindness  denied  them  by  priest  and  ruler  in  tlieir  native  land. 
This  rare  tract  is  mentioned  in  Judge  Potter's  * 'French  Settle- 
ments in  Ehode  Island"  (page  25,  note).  A  copy  passed  from 
the  Brinley  sale  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  Ours  has  been 
beautifully  mounted  on  large  paper,  by  the  skilful  hand  of  our 
associate,  Mr.  Albert  Y.  Jencks,  and  substantially  bound. 

About  seven  years  after  the  delivery  of  this  sermon,  the 
French  church  in  Boston  procured  a  settled  minister,  named 
Pierre  Daille.  In  1715,  he  died,  and  the  Eev.  Andrew  LeMer- 
cier,  a  young  man  lately  come  from  Europe  succeeded  him. 
With  the  printed  sermon  just  described,  we  received  a  manu- 
script discourse  in  French,  preached  in  Boston  on  Christmas  in 
the  year  of  Le  Mei'cier's  arrival.  From  comparison  with  fac 
similes  and  descriptions,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  this 
manuscript  is  in  his  handwriting.  lie  was  the  last  minister  of 
this  church,  which  gradually  dwindled. 

Several  recent  addresses  and  pamphlets  relating  to  the  Hugue- 
nots have  come  to  hand.  The  papers  of  the  Huguenot  Society 
in  New  York  have  been  received  in  exchange  for  ours. 

Our  ever  vigilant  friend,  Mr.  Henry  Thayer  Drowne  of  New 
York  has  presented  a  print  of  Savage's  Washington,  accom- 
panied by  the  following  memorandum,  with  which  we  close  this 
report. 

•  "Edward  Savage,  Painter  and  Engraver,  in  the  Mezzotinto  and  Stipple  style,  was 
born  at  Princeton,  Mass.,  in  the  year  1761.  He  ofiered  to  execute  a  Portrait  of 
Washington,  as  a  gift  to  Plarvard  College,  to  be  placed  in  the  Philosophy  Cham- 
ber, and  the  President  U.  S.  A.,  at  the  request  of  that  Institution,  sat  to  him  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  three  times,  as  appears  by  the  entries  in  his  diary :  "Monday 
2ist  (Deer  1789)  Sat  from  10  to  i  o'clock  for  a  Mr.  Savage  to  draw  my  Portrait 
for  the  University  of  Cambridge,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  request  of 
the  President  and  Governors  of  the  said  University."  '"Monday  2Sth  Sat  all  the 
forenoon  for  Mr.  Savage,  who  was  taking  my  portrait."  "Wednesday  6th  (Jany 
1790)  Sat  from  half  after  8  o'clock  till  10  for  the  portrait  painter,  Mr.  Savage,  to 
finish  the  picture  of  me  which  he  had  begun  for  the  University  of  Cambridge." 

This  portrait,  afterwards  engraved  by  the  artist  himself  in  the  Stipple  manner, 
is  still  preserved  in  the  collection  of  the  college,  and  is  described  in  the  Catalogue 
as  follows:  "No.  4,  George  Washington,  b.   1732,  d.  1799 — LL.D.,  1776.   Artist, 
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Edward  Savage,  1790 — Donor,  Edward  Savage,  1792.  Presdt.  United  States,  17S9 
-1797.     First  LL.D.  of  Harvard  College." 

The  record  of  that  Institution,  August  30,  1791,  reads:  "Voted,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Corporation  be  given  to  Mr.  Edward  Savage,  for  his  polite  and  generous 
attention  to  this  University,  in  painting  a  portrait  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  taken  by  him  from  the  life;  and  that  Mr.  Savage's  brother,  be  requested 
to  transmit  to  him  this  vote." 

Mr.  Savage  went  abroad  the  following  year,  and  studied  for  a  time  in  London, 
under  Benjamin  West,  and  afterwards  visited  Italy.  He  subsequently  practiced  at 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  He  died  at  his  native  place  in  July,  181 7.  The  first 
Engraving  of  the  Picture  was  "Pubhshed  Feb.  7,  1792,  by  E.  Savage,  No.  29 
Charles  Street,  Middx.  Hospital." 

"The  portrait  of  Washington,  as  given  in  the  prints,  possesses  an  air  of  truth- 
fulness and  individuality  which  wai rants  the  assertion,  that  the  artist  was  faithful 
to  his  original,  and  in  sympathy  with  a  character  whose  dignity  he  felt,  so  far  as 
was  in  his  power,  must  be  preserved." 

Respectfull}'  submitted,  j 

Charles  W.  Parsons,  j 

Wm.  B.  AVeeden,  i 

Stephen  H.  Aknold,  j 

Coiuniittee  on  the  Library.  | 
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Providence,  January  3,    1887 


tliev 


G.  M.  Carpenter, 

tor  the  Committee. 


To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  Committee  on  Publications  resi)eetfidJv  reiiort  that 
have  caused  tlie  })roceedings  ofthe  Socivty  to  be  printed  and  that  J 

the  copies  have  been  distril)uted  as  usual.  The  Conunittee  have 
considered  that  in  the  })resent  condition  of  the  funds  it  is  not 
expedient  to  connnence  on  any  other  enterprise  of  publication. 
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KEPOBTS  OF  PliOCURATORS. 


Report  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Porter. 

Pawtucket,  Juiiiuiry   11,    1887. 

To  THE  Rhof)E  Island  Historical  Society  : 

A  year  ago  we  announced  officially  to  this  Society  that  Paw- 
tucket  was  a  city.  After  a  year  of  niiinicipnl  existence,  we  are 
glad  to  report  that  we  are  still  a  city,  and  are  well  satisfied  with 
our  progress  and  })re8ent  condition.  But  witli  regard  to  our 
relation  with  the  Historical  Society,  we  are  not  satisfied.  Your 
Procurator  speaks,  he  is  sure,  for  a  large  nuinl)er  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  when  he  states  thut  there  ought  to  be  a  branch  of  this 
Society  orj^anized  in  Pawtucket,  to  create  a  local  and  a  o-eneral 
interest  in  historical  matters  connected  ^\  ith  the  town  and  with 
the  State.  He  would  suggest  tliat  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  visit  Pawtucket  some  evening,  and  present  tlie  objects  and 
methods  of  this  Society  and  take  the  first  steps  toward  such  an 
oriranization.  The  be^innino:  would  be  to  secure  an  evenino- 
when  the  Business  Men's  Association  would  open  their  rooms 
and  furnish  among  themselves  and  invited  friends  an  appreci- 
ative audience,  for  such  addi-esses  as  would  be  made  by  repre- 
sentative men  of  this  Society.  At  that  meetino;,  or  orowino- 
out  of  it,  would  come  what  would  serve  our  interests  most  bene- 
ficially. In  Pawtucket  we  have  been  too  busy  making  history, 
increasing  our  population,  enlarging  our  industrial  agencies,  to 
have  much  time  for  even  a  survey  of  our  past  life,  to  say  nothing 
of  a  deeper  and  more  studious  inxestigation  into  the  annals  of 
a  hundred  years  aao. 

lour  Procurator  makes  this  as  his  most  imp(.)rtant  and  sug- 
gestive, and  possibly  most  fruitful  contribution  from  Pawtucket 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society. 

E.  H.  Porte K, 

Procurator. 
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Report  of  Mr.  Arnold. 

Hamilton,   January  11,    1887. 

To  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

As  one  of  your  Procurators  for  the  southern  part  of  our  State 
we  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  kept  constantly  in  mind  tlu- 
object  of  our  appointment,  and  have  impressed  upon  the  minds 
of  those  with  whom  we  have  come  in  contact  the  importance  ni' 
preserving  old  papers,  pamphlets  and  other  relics  of  antiquity. 
•To  those  persons  into  whose  possession  many  articles  come  that 
are  valueless  to  them  but  to  the  historian  and  antiquarian  would 
be  of  inestimable  value,  to  these  we  in^<2:e  that  nothin^^c  should 
be  destroyed  in  this  line  until  it  had  first  passed  under  the  eye 
of  an  experienced  historian  and  scholar.  If  we  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  much  for  your  Cabinet,  we  flatter  ourselves  we 
have  been  the  means  of  stopping  destruction  of  several  private 
manuscript  collections. 

In  conclusion  we  would  urge  that  a  small  pamphlet  giving 
the  needs  of  the  Society  in  this  department  would  be 'of  much 
value  in  the  future  procuration  of  many  valuable  papers  and 
manuscripts. 

Respectfully, 

Jas.  N.  Arnold. 
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General  Fund. 

Riclvnond  P.  Everett,    Treasurer,   in   account  loith  the  Rhode  /slaiuf 
Historical  Society. 


Dr. 

1886. 
Jan.   12.     To  cash  on  hand          ..... 

1887. 
Jan.   II.         Taxes  from  227  members    .... 
Taxes  overdue  from  4  members 
Fees  from  admission  from   14  members 
Library  Committee  .... 

Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  vSavings  from 
Life  Membership  Fund    . 
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Jan.   II.     Kellogg   Printing   Company  for  publishing  proceedings 
of  1885-86 
Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor 
Building  and  Grounds 
Postages,  meetings  and  express 
Library  Committee 
Cash  on  hand 


Jan.  8,   1887.     There  is  deposited  in  the   Rhode  Island 
Hospital  Trust  Co. 
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Richmond  P.  Evereit, 

Treasurer. 


Pro\idence,  January   8,   1SS7. 
We  have  examined  the  abovd  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

John  P.  W.m.kek, 
Lkwis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  IUrrows, 

Audit  Committee. 
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Life  Membership  Fund. 


Richmond  P.  Everett,    Treasurer,  in   account  zoith  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

1886. 
Jan.   12.     To  cash  on  hand    ......       $1,292  40 

March  29.     John  W.  Danielson,  for  membership      .  .  .  50  C)0 

July  21.         Interest  from  Providence  Institution  for  Savings   for 

January  and  July,   1S86  .  .  .  44  04 

July   15.  Interest  from    Mechanics  Savings  Bank    for  January 

and  July,   1886  .  .  .  .  .  8  62 


^1,395  06 

Cr. 

1886. 

Aug.  28. 

Interest    from    Providence    Institution  for  Savings  for 

January  and  July,   1886            .             .             .             . 

?44  04 

1887. 

Jan.   II. 

Cash  on  hand          ...... 

1,351  0- 

^1,395  o^ 

Jan.  8,   1S87.     Thgre  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  In- 
stitution for  Savings      .....       $1,090  90 
In  the  Mechanics  Savings  Rank    ....  260   12 


J^i,35i  02 

Richmond  P.  Evkkeit, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  S,   18S7. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and   found  the  same  correct. 

John  P.  W.vlkf.k, 
Lkwis  J.  Ch.vck, 
Edwin  Rakkows, 

Audit   Coniinittcc. 
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Publication  Fund. 


Richmond  P.  Everett^    Treasurer^  in  account  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

1 886. 

Jan.   12.     To  cash  on  hand    .  .  .  .  .  .  $i66  39 

1887.  ' 

Jan.  II.         Books  sold  by  H.  Gregory 
Books  sold  to  members 
Interest    ...... 


Cr. 

1887. 
Jan.   II.     Cash  on  hand  .  .  . 

Jan.  8,   1887.     There  is  deposited   in  the  Rhode   Island 
Hospital  Trust  Co.         .  .  ... 

Richmond  P.  Everett, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  8,   1887. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and  found  the  same  correct. 

John  P.  Walker, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Barrows, 

Audit  Committee. 
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TOWN-NAMES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


By  Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D. 


The  papers  of  Messrs.  Dexter  and  Trumbull  on  town-names 
in  Connecticut,  and  of  ^Nlr.  William  H.  Wliitmore  on  tliose  in 
Massachusetts,  show  that  such  a  study  may  be  made  to  yield 
interesting  historical  lessons.  The  material  in  our  small  State 
is  much  less  ample  ;  it  affords  less  opportunity  for  generaliza- 
tion ;  yet  it  may  perhaps  be  not  wholly  uninstructive. 

Two  remarks  of  negative  character  may  help  to  clear  the 
ground.  First — Among  the  corporate  names  of  towns  and  cities 
in  Rhode  Island,  tlicre  are  none  of  either  scriptural  or  classical 
origin;  no  Salem  or  Eehoboth,  no  Rome  nor  Pompey.  The  curi- 
ous affectation,  which  dotted  central  New  York  with  names  from 
the  classical  dictionary,  never  prevailed  here.  Our  early  colo- 
nists made  less  account  of  Jewish  examples  in  their  civil  polity  ; 
they  were  less  brought  up  on  an  Old  Testament  diet,  than  their 
nearest  neighbors.  Still,  there  were  only  three  names  of  bibli- 
cal origin  in  the  colonial  period,  in  ^lassachusetts  and  Plymoutli 
(Salem,  Rehoboth  and  Sharon). 

The  first  town-name  in  Rhode  Island,  though  not  biblical, 
was  a  fnemorial  of  pious  gratitude  and  trust.  Williums  derives 
it  from  the  many  "Providences  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Only 
Wise,"  connected  with  his  flight  from  Salem.  The  name  ap- 
pears to  liave  been  original  with  him  ;  Providence  in  the  Baha- 
mas was  not  named  till  KUw. 

Secondly — Until  a  very  recent  time,  only  one  town  in  Rhode 
Island  had  a  name  of  Indian  origin,  and  that  was  borrowed  at 
second  hand.  This  was  the  more  remarkable  because  so  many 
villages  and  natural  features  had  Indian  names.  ^ly  father  col- 
lected more  than  300  such  titles.    -The  onlv  earlv  town-name 
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in  tlic  State  of  probable  Indian  derivation,  Avas  Scituate ;  and 
this  came  from  Scituate  in  Plymouth  county,  ^Nlass.  In  Febru- 
ary, 17;>0-31,  tlic  "outlands  of  the  Town  of  Providence"  were 
i?et  off  and  incor})orated  into  tliree  towns.  One  of  these  was 
called  SCITUATE,  on  account  of  a  recent  emigration  of  fami- 
lies fi'om  the  Massachusetts  Scituate.*  This  emigration  is 
assigned  by  the  Pev.  C.  C.  Beaman  to  the  year  1710.  The 
other  towns  then  set  off  Vv^ere  Smithfleld  and  Glocester. 

PAWTUCKET  and  WOOXSOCKET  ^^'ere  the  names  of 
hirge  centres  of  population,  without  corporate  individuality,  in 
K.  1.,  till  Pawtucket  was  incorporated  in  1862,  and  Woonsocket 
in  1867.    These  make  in  all  three  names  of  Indian  origin. 

Several  towns  have  names  derived  from  PERSONS  ;  and  I 
will  consider  these  mainty  in  the  order  of  their  incorporation. 

WARWICK.  First  settled,  under  the  Indian  name  of  Sha- 
womet,  in  1642-3.  The  Charter  of  "Incorporation  of  Provi- 
dence Plantations  in  the  Narragansett  Bay  in  New  England," 
dated  in  March,  1643-4,  was  officially  signed  by  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  who  held  the  appointment  of  "Governor-in-Chief  and 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  Colonies,"  under  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment. The  Earl  also  befriended  Gorton,  and  gave  him  a  letter 
which  ensured  his  safe  return  through  Boston,  on  his  way  from 
England.  When,  in  1647,  'the  colony  was  organized  under  this 
Charter  which  the  Earl  had  been  instrumental  in  obtaining, 
M  arwick,  though  not  named  in  this  Charter,  took  its  place  with 
the  three  towns  that  were  so  named,  and  adopted  the  title  of 
\\  arwick,  in  compliment  to  the  Earl. 

JAMESTOWN  (including  tlie  island  of  Quononoquott)  was 
incorporated  in  Nov.,  1678,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  Duke 
of  York  and  Albany,  who  in  1685  succeeded  his  brother  Charles 
under  the  title  of  James  II.  His  various  titles  re-appear  in 
American  geography,  from  Dukes  county,  ^lass.  (which  includes 
Martha*s   Vineyard),  to  the  city  and   State  of  New  York,  and 

*(>riiiinally  written  SATUIT. 
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the  capital  of  that  State,  Albany.  All  these  names  represent 
his  claims  to  ownership,  founded  on  a  patent  given  by  his  brother 
Charles  11.,  in  March,  1(364,  and  followed  by  the  transibrmn- 
tion  of  New  Amsterdam  into  New  York. 

In  August,  1738,  CHARLESTOAVX  was  set  apart  fr..ni 
Westerly.  It  was  named,  perhaps,  in  compliment  to  King  Charh;> 
and  his  charter.  But  Charles  had  been  dead  53  years;  and  tlic 
name  may  have  been  an  expression  of  attaclmient  to  the  claiiu.s 
of  the  Pretender,  Charles  Edward.  The  Stuart  kings  make  a 
sorry  figure  in  English  history ;  j^et  they  have  impressed  their 
names  very  extensively  on  the  geographical  nomenclatiu-e  of  this 
country,  from  New  England  to  Carolina.  Tlie  reason  is,  tlint  the 
time  between  their  accession  in  the  person  of  James  I.  and  their 
inglorious  exit  was  enn'nently  the  period  of  Anglo-American 
colonization. 

In  Januar}',  1746-7,  five  towns  along  our  eastern  boundary 
were  transferred  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to 
that  of  Rhode  Island.  The  names  of  two  of  these  commemor- 
ate historic  characters. 

CUMBERLAND  was  previously  known  as  Attleboro'  Gore, 
being  a  triangular  portion  of  the  town  of  Attleboro,  in  Bristol 
county,  Mass.  It  is  understood  to  have  been  named  in  honor  of 
Prince  William,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  a  year  or  two  before  by  his  successful  and  bloody  sup- 
pression of  the  Scotch  rebellion  in  behalf  of  the  Pretender.  In 
this  service  he  showed  o-reat  military  talent,  vouno-  thouoh  he 
was  ;  he  won  the  victory  of  Culloden  when  barely  25  years  old 
(16  April,  1746). 

WARREN,  incorporated  at  the  same  time,  took  its  name 
from  Sir  Peter  (afterward  Admiral)  AVarren,  commander  of  the 
Englisli  fleet  that  cooperated  with  Sir  AVilliam  Pej)perrell  in  the 
reduction  of  the  French  stronohold  of  Louisburir,  in  1745.  That 
achievement  was  fresh  in  people's  minds  when  this  transl'er  of 
territory  to  R.  I.,  was  made.  Sir  Peter  had  other  connections 
with  the  colonies;  he  married  a  Miss  DeLancv  of  Xew  York, 
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and  owned  large  estates  in  the  Moliawk  valley  ;  his  nephew, 
who  came  over  from  Ireland  to  serve  as  his  agent,  became  fa- 
mous under  the  name  of  Sir  Wm.  Johnson. 

15AKFJXGT0N  was  set  off  from  Swanzey,  Mass.,  in  1717. 
It  held  its  separate  existence  till  1747,  when  it  was  merged  witli 
n  part  of  Eehoboth  and  Swanzey  into  a  new  township  called 
AVarren,  of  which  we  have  just  spoken,  and  with  it  was  annexed 
to  II.  1.  In  1770,  on  a  petition  from  the  freemen  of  that  jiart 
of  Warren  which  was  originally  Harrington,  they  were  set  apart, 
and  l^arrington  became  once  more  a  corporate  town,  this  time 
l)elonging  to  R.  I.  AVliencc  did  it  originally  get  its  name  in  1717  ? 
Mr.T.W.  Bicknell,  writes,  in  a  letter  to  our  Secretary  ;  ''Possi- 
bly from  the  parish  of  Barrington  in  Somersetsliire,  England, 
from  which  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  had  come  ; 
more  probably  in  honor  of  Sir  John  Barrington,  a  leading  dis- 
senter, born  in  1678,  and  dying  in  1734." 

Lord  Barrington,  originally  John  Shute,  was  a  leader  of  the 
"liberal  dissenters,"  a  friend  and  disciple  of  John  Locke,  and 
held  various  honorable  appointments.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  Parliament  u;ider  George  I.,  1715,  a  year  or  two  before 
tlie  Massachusetts  town  took  his  name  ;  and  in  that  Parlianient 
he  distinguished  himself  by  advocating  a  liberal  policy  toward 
dissenters.  His  brother,  Samuel  Sluite,  was  royal  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  at  the  time  this  town  was  named,  and  arrived  in 
Boston  with  his  commission  during  the  previous  autunm  (Oct., 
171()).  He  is  the  governor  whose  lugubrious  thanksgiving  [)ro- 
clamation  adorns  our  walls.  This  coincidence  of  dates  inclines 
lae  to  favor  Mr.  Bicknell's  conjecture. 

Down  to  near  the  middle  of  tlie  18th  century,  the  personal 
names  given  to  our  towns  have  l)een  those  of  English  statesmen 
*»r  connnanders.  The  glories  of  luigland  were  dear  to  her  coh)- 
nisls  wlio  called  her  their  home.  As  consciousness  of  a  distinct 
life  and  destiny  was  slowly  awakened,  we  find  towns  paying 
their  comjdiments  in  this  way  to  public  men  of  the  colony  or 
State. 
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RICHMOND  was  set  off  from  CliarJestown  in  1747.  Accord- 
ing to  the  11.  I.  Census  for  1885,  it  is  tlioiight  to  have  licin 
named  for  Edward  Kichmond,  attorney-general  of  the  colony, 
1677-1680.  Perhaps  Eichmond  is  a  transferred  English  town- 
name. 

In  March,  1757,  HOPKINTOX  was  set  off  from  Westerly. 
Stephen  Hopkins,  already  eminent  by  public  services,  was  ju>t 
approaching  the  end  of  his  first  period  of  two  consecutive  years 
in  the  office  of  Governor.  In  May  following!;,  he  was  succeeded 
by  William  Greene,  who  died  in  office,  making  way  for  the 
reelection  of  Hopkins.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  namt* 
given  to  the  new  town  was  a  compliment  to  the  retiring  Go\  - 
ernor. 

Within  about  a  dozen  years  after  the  territory  of  K.  I.  had 
been  increased  as  we  have  seen  along  its  eastern  boundary,  the 
area  of  Providence  was  lessened  by  the  separation  of  two  towns 
lying  to  tlie  south  and  west  of  it.  Both  were  named  in  compli- 
ment to  civil  officers  of  the  colony. 

CEANSTON,  incorporated  in  June,  1754,  took  its  name 
from  Samuel  Cranston  of  Newport,  who  was  chosen  Governor 
under  the  colonial  charter  by  annual  election  for  almost  thirty- 
years,  serving  from  1698  to  1727.  The  family-name  has  been 
conspicuous  in  political  life  in  the  State  from  the  earliest  times 
to  our  own  ;  and  is  traced  back  to  old  Scotch  nobility.  While  1 
was  searching  in  the  University  of  Padua,  Italy,  for  some  memo- 
rial of  the  illustrious  Wm.  Harvey,  once  a  student  there,  I  found 
the  name  of  '' Cranston,,  /Sco^^^s,"  among  the  inscriptions  and 
armorial  bearings  that  line  its  corridors. 

JOHNSTON  was  incorporated  in  March,  1759.  It  was  so 
called  in  honor  of  Augustus  J.,  who  in  1757  had  been  chosen 
attorney-general  of  the  colony.  He  held  that  office  till  1765. 
In  that  year,  the  stamp-act  was  passed,  and  Johnston  was  aj)- 
pointed  stamp-distributor  for  K.  I.  In  August  he  resigned  this 
last  appointment,  refusing  *Ho  execute  his  office  against  the  will 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  People."    But  this  did  not  hinder  his 
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\Hnuf;  niubljcd  and  hanged  and  burnt  in  effigy,  at  Newport,  in 
company  witli  Martin  Howard,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Moffatt,  a 
few  days  later.  He  resigned  the  offiee  of  attorney-general  imme- 
diately after.  For  a  notice  of  him,  see  Updike's  Memoirs  of  R. 
I.  Bar,  |).  65,  (fee. 

FOSTER  was  incorporated  in  August,  1781,  being  set  off 
from  Scituate.  It  was  named  for  Hon.  Theodore  Foster,  whose 
services  as  U.  S.  Senator  and  as  collector  of  historical  documents 
are  well  described  in  the  last  volume  of  our  Society's  Collections. 
IJetiring  from  public  life  in  180.^,  he  went  to  reside  in  the  town 
which  was  named  from  him,  and  where  l)e  had  long  owned 
landed  property.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  friend  Dr.  Drowne, 
for  whom  he  had  a  romantic  attachment. 

BURRILLYILLE,  taken  from  Glocester,  in  lS()(i,  was 
named  from  Hon.  James  Burrill,  Jr.,  then  attorney-general  of 
the  State,  afterward  chief  justice,  and  U.  S.  Senator,  and  a 
benefactor  of  the  town. 

LINCOLN,  one  of  our  youngest  towns,  was  created  by  the 
dismemberment  of  Smithfield  in  1871,  and  named  in  honor  of 
President  Lincoln. 

Several  towns  have  names  apparently  borrowed  from  Places 
in  England.  Such  are  PoirrsMOUTTr  (settled  in  16o8),  New 
SnoKETiAM  (incorporated  1G72),East  GnEENWirii  ( 1()77). 
(Jlocesteii  (1731),  Coventuy  (1741),  Enetek  (1742-3), 
•and  three  of  the  towns  which  were  transferred  from  Mass.  in 
174(5-7  ;  namely,  Bristol,  Tiverton  and  Little  Comrtox. 

All  these  names  were  assigned  during  the  colonial  period. 
Most  of  the  English  towns  whose  names  were  thus  transplanted 
to  R.  I.,  are  in  the  southern  maritime  counties,  whose  mer- 
chants, seamen  and  fishermen  furnished  a  considerable^  part  of  the 
earlv  emigration  to  New  EnMand.  It  would  be  verv  interestinfr 
if  we  could  connect  these  transferred  names  with  the  particular 
ports  or  districts  from  which  the  first  settlers  of  the  several  pla- 
<*es  in  R.  I.  came.  Genealogy  and  history  might  illustrate  one 
another,  by  showing  that  families  brought  with  them  and  applied 
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to  their  new  abodes  the  local  designations  most  familiar  to  them 
in  England. 

For  example  :  The  Phillips  family  has  from  the  first  het  p. 
prominent  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  "is  said  by  tradition  in  th' 
family  to  have  emigrated  from  Exeter  in  England."  Updike, 
says,  -'Samuel  Phillips,  the  first  of  whom  I  have  any  notice, 
died  in  1736,  aged  eighty-one."  Six  or  seven  years  later(  17<12-o  ) 
our  Exeter  was  incorporated  ;  possibly  in  compliment  to  tlie 
'recently  deceased  patriarch,  or  in  memory  of  the  older  Exeter. 
(History  of  xS^irragansett  churcli,  page  120.) 

The  following  sentence  in  the  act  incorporating  New  Shore- 
ham  probably  illustrates  the  feeling  that  dictated  the  choice  of 
names  ; 

"And  fm-ther  more  bee  it  enacted,  that  said  towne  on  Block 
Island,  at  the  request  and  for  the  reasons  by  the  inhabitants 
showed,  and  as  signs  of  our  nnity  and  likeness  to  many  j^arts 
of  our  native  country^  the  said  Block  Island  shall  be  called 
New  Shoreham,  otherwise  Block  Island." 

Mr.  Whitmore  in  his  thorough  analysis  of  town-names  in 
Mass.,  presented  to  the  Mass.  Hist.  Soc,  favors  the  belief  that 
many  of  these  were  borrowed  from  former  abodes  of  the  emi- 
grants. He  writes,  "The  most  marked  peculiarity  of  these  early 
names  is,  that  their  English  namesakes  are  so  obscure.  We  feel 
at  once  assured  that  these  names  were  not  adopted  by  chance,  or 
on  general  grounds  ;  but  that  each  represents  some  local  afiec- 
•  tion,  some  individual  reason,  which  may  still  be  traced  out  by 
careful  study." 

Perhaps  some  difference  might  be  expected  to  exist  between 
the  towns  of  Mass.  and  K.  I.  in  this  respect.  Massachusetts 
was  fii'st  planted  by  oi'ganized  migration  ;  Khode  Island  by  small 
bands  of  loosely  associated  lefugees.  The  towns  of  the  two  colo- 
nies bore  the  im])ress  of  their  origin.  Characteristic  Rhode  Island 
towns  were  often  settled  many  years  before  they  were  incor[)or- 
ated  ;  several  of  them  were  set  off  fro.n  other  towns  that  were 
already  old.     Those  not  lying  on  the  shores  of  the  Bay,  were 
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planted  by  backwoodsmen  and  pioneers.  They  existed  for  years 
without  k'gal  establishment.  Their  corporate  names  were  chosen 
at  a  later  time,  and  were  less  likely  to  be  determined  by  the 
reminiscences  and  yearnings  of  the  first  inhabitants.  The  char- 
acteristic ^Massachusetts  town  grew  up  with  the  meeting-house 
and  biu'ial-ground  and  common  for  its  centre  ;  the  typical  inland 
li.  I.  town  straggled  into  being ;  its  meeting-house  tardily 
sj)ringing  up  on  the  roadside,  or  at  some  four-corners,  its  dead 
buried  in  orchard  or  home-lot. 

BRISTOL  belonged  originally  to  Plymouth  Colony.  In 
Sept.,  1G81,  the  people  agreed  on  the  name,  in  compliment  to 
I)ri.>tol,  Illngland.  It  was  not  selected  because  the  owners  came 
from  tlie  English  Bristol ;  but  the  settlers  founding  a  "town  for 
trade,"  the  site  of  which  was  chosen  for  its  commercial  advanta- 
ges, named  it  for  the  chief  seat  of  colonial' commerce,  next  to 
London,  in  the  home  country.  Prof.  Diman  refers  to  some  of 
the  associations  connected  with  the  elder  Bristol, — "the  city 
from  Avhich  Sebastian  Cabot  sailed  on  the  voyage  that  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  the  American  continent ;  the  city  which  Ed- 
mund Burke  represented  in  Parliament  when  he  vindicated  in 
strains  of  unsurpassed  eloquence  the  rights  of  the  colonics." 

Other  memories  come  nearer  home  to  the  hearts  of  Phode- 
Islanders.  Bristol  was  the  port  from  which  Poger  A\'illiams  first 
sailed  for  New  England.  He  speaks  of  it  in  two  of  his  letters. 
In  1G53,  writing  to  the  daughter  of  his  early  friend  and  patron, 
Sir  Edward  Coke,  he  thus  refers  to  his  flight  from  England,  and 
to  her  father:  "It  was  as  bitter  as  death  to  me,  when  I  rode 
Windsor  Avay  to  take  ship  at  Bristow,*  and  saw  Stoke  House 
where  the  blessed  man  was  ;  and  I  then  durst  not  acquaint  him 
with  my  conscience  and  my  flight." 

To  his  friend  John  Winthroi)  the  younger,  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut, he  writes  :  "Your  loving  lines  in  this  cold  dead  season 
were  as  a  cup  of  your  Connecticut  cider,  which  we  are  glad  to 

*Thc  old  form  of  the  name,  Bristol. 
7 
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hear  abounds  with  you  ;  or  of  that  western  metheglin  which  vou 
and  I  have  drunk  at  Bristol  together."  Metheglin  was  a  bever- 
age made  of  honey  and  water,  fermented  and  often  spiced.  We 
may  reasonably  hope  that  indulgence  in  it  never  comproniisL'd 
the  personal  dignity  of  tliese  two  New  England  worthies. 

The  Xarragansett  Historical  Kegister  for  January,  188(5,  con- 
tains an  article  illustrating  the  derivation  of  the  name  of  EAST 
GREENWICH  in  Rhode  Island  from  a  district  of  London  in 
Kent  county,  England. 

NEWPORT  })robably  owes  its  name  to  its  situation,  and  the 
excellence  of  its  harbor.  Portsmouth  proving  less  favorable  in 
this  respect  than  they  hoped,  the  settlers  welcomed  a  nev:  j)o\t. 

SMrrHFH^^LD  (1730-1)  is  a  name  of  uncertain  origin.  The 
only  Smithfield  that  I  know  of  in  England  is  a  part  of  London, 
noted  for  its  martyrs  and  markets.  I  know  not  why  the  pioneers 
in  these  *'outlands"  should  have  adopted  this  name.  It  may 
be  a  family-name,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  Smiths  are  more 
common  there  than  elsewhere.  Mr.  Erastus  Richardson,  the 
historian  of  Woonsocket,  favors  me  with  the  following  :  "Smhhs 
were  neither  as  numerous  or  as  influential  as  other  people,  who 
resided  therein — the  Mowrys,  Arnolds,  Wilkinsons,  &c.,  <.Q:c. 
for  instance.  On  the  other  hand,  a  paity  by  the  name  of  Smith 
deeded  the  land  upon  which  the  Quaker  Meeting  House  was 
erected  and  where  the  Friends  were  buried.  The  date  of  the  deed 
is  Dec.  19,  1719.  And  as  the  Friends  were  the  chief  movers  in 
politics  as  well  as  religion  in  those  days,  perhaps,  in  honor  of  the 
grantor,  they  may  have  named  the  town  '^Smitlifield." 

KING'S  TOAVNE  was  incorporated  in  Oct.,  1G74.  It  was 
the  principal  town  of  'Thing's  Province,"  under  which  name  the 
Narragansctt  country  was  established  as  a  special  government. 
by  the  royal  conunissioners  in  ^larch,  l()C)4-5.  Unable  to  ad- 
just the  claims  of  dillerent  parties  in  this  region  on  equitable 
princii)les,  they  set  up  this  Province,  forbidding  all  persons  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  therein  without  authority  from  themselves, 
and  ap])ointing  the  governor  and  council  of  R.  I.  as  ^lagistrates 
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therefor  the  time  being.  When  the  largest  town  came  to  be 
incorporated,  less  than  ten  years  later,  it  took  this  loyal  name, 
which  is  thus  an  echo  of  the  deference  to  rojalty  tliat  actuated 
the  commissioners  of  King  Charles  in  1664.  In  1722-3,  it  was 
divided  into  North  and  South  Kingstown,  the  former  town  re- 
taining the  prestige  of  keeping  the  records,  and  being  regarded 
as  the  older  town. 

Lastly — Several  towns  bear  names  that  indicate  their  geo- 
grapical  relations  to  neighboring  places.  Such  are  Westerly 
(1669),  South  Kingstown  (1723),  West  Gheenwicii 
(1741),  Middletown  (1743),  North  Pkoyidence  (1765), 
East  Providence  (1862),  and  North  Smitiifield  (1871). 
These  need  not  detain  us. 

To  recapitulate  :  The  thirty-six  town  and  city  names  in  Rhode 
Island  may  be  classified  as  follows,  in  regard  to  their  derivation  : 

I.  Personal,  Warwick,  Jamestown,  Charlestown, 
Cumberland,  Warren,  Barrington,  Richmond  (?),  Hop- 
kinton,  Cranston,  Johnston,  Foster,  Burrillville,  Lin- 
coln, .  .  .  .  .  .13 

IL  From  English  Places.  Portsmouth,  New  Shore- 
ham,  East  Greenwich,  Glocester,  Coventry,  Exeter, 
Bristol,  Tiverton,  Little  Compton,         ...  9 

III.  Topoyraphicalhj  Descriptive,  Newport,  West- 
terly,  South  Kingstown,  West  Greenwich-,  Middletown, 
North  Providence,  East  Providence,  North   Smithfield,  8 

IV.  Indian,      Scituate,  Pawtucket,  Woonsocket     .  3 

V.  From  Pious  Sentiment,     Providence  .  .  1 

VI.  From    Loyal    Sentiment,     North  Kingstown,  1 

VII.  Douhtfai,     Smithfield,  .  ,^  ,  1 

Total,  .  .  .36 


